
Year 11 Science – GCSE Success 2026  

Exams: AQA Combined or Separate Science  

Most students study Combined Science. 

• Students sit six examination papers. 

• The qualification awards two GCSE grades. 

• Grades are reported as combined outcomes, for example: 5-5, 6-5 or 7-7. 

Some students study Separate Science. 

• Students sit six examination papers. 

• Students receive three separate GCSE grades:  

o GCSE Biology 

o GCSE Chemistry 

o GCSE Physics 

 

Exams at a Glance: see below for what is assessed in each exam 

Subject Paper 1  Paper 2 

 

 

Biology 

Date: 11th May 2027 Date: 10th June 2026 

Topics 

● Cell biology 

● Organisation 

● Infection & response 

● Bioenergetics 

Topics 

● Homeostasis 

● Inheritance 

● Ecology 

 

 

Chemistry 

Date: 17th May 2027 Date: 15th June 2027 

Topics 

● Atomic structure & periodic table 

● Bonding 

● Quantitative chemistry 

● Chemical changes 

● Energy changes 

Topics 

● Rate & extent 

● Organic chemistry 

● Chemical analysis 

● Earth’s resources 

 Date: 25th May 2027 Date: 18th June 2026 



 

Physics 

Topics 

● Energy 

● Electricity 

● Particle model 

● Atomic structure 

Topics 

● Forces 

● Waves 

● Magnetism & electromagnetism 

● Space (separate only) 

How to Revise Science 

Research shows that the most effective revision involves actively recalling information, rather than simply rereading 

notes. 

Students who attended the Science Curriculum PD Day will already be familiar with these revision techniques and will 

have practiced how to use them effectively. 

Students should: 

❑ Use RAG sheets (issued by teacher) to identify weak areas 

❑ Test themselves regularly using flashcards and self-quizzing.  

o Using the three-pile method: Know it, Kind of, Don’t Know – revisiting those they are weakest at 

❑ Revisit topics multiple times over several weeks  

o Use Knowledge organisers or GCSE bitesize to make flashcards (question one side, answer the other) 

❑ Complete past paper questions and use mark schemes to check answers. 

❑ Focus on understanding mistakes and improving weak areas. 

Remember: little and often is far more effective than leaving revision until the last few weeks before exams. 

Useful Resources 

GCSE Bitesize 
Contains relevant knowledge for students to use for revision (free) 

 

Sparx Science 

Quizzes students and corrects them with relevant information. Learns what 
they need to improve on and helps them build this  
 
 

MME Science Past 
Papers 

Contains AQA past papers with mark schemes students can use to practice 
exam technique  

CGP Knowledge 
organiser 

Contains all information needed for exams and available on Parent Pay 

• £5.75 on for combined  

• £3.25 per subject for separate  
 

CGP Knowledge 
Retriever (and organiser 

bundle) 

Contains the information from knowledge organiser but with a book for testing 
students too 

• Bundle is £8 for combined 

• Bundle is £4.50 per subject for separate 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h
https://auth.sparx-learning.com/oauth2/auth?client_id=sparx-learning&hd=2ee00588-3f78-4338-bf7a-aee86ad85cca&p=3&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.sparx-learning.com%2Foauth2%2Fcallback%2Fsparx&response_type=code&scope=openid+profile+email&state=ZClvZ9SnSvKv04bgdaZSKCkYXTbvkhtLXz5cJsuDstlr8bDMW7txuphErhXq_b62alsRPxw3zDUWNHp3OM4cFdioE5GaEucO7Dxwk6YjNKvL66x80PUldgEnuNvpg3-WTMAmyPaIuhhocU-xstZPSKiYkuJ7ouqmy8gQiWzujug3OPlBGnACXa9J0GKAdFo6uERJk9YmVa78YDcfmZQw8d1Byw2xdv98L7Er_5OUCeJjQPpm025unlYp-QCaNcIaZVuWxvXve0uT3HJFZw%3D%3D&ts=1789504235
https://mmerevise.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/gcse-combined-science-past-papers/aqa-gcse-combined-science-past-papers/
https://mmerevise.co.uk/gcse-science-revision/gcse-combined-science-past-papers/aqa-gcse-combined-science-past-papers/


RAG sheets 
B2: 

Combined and Separate 
 

C1: 
Combined and Separate  

Use these to identify weak areas 
 
The current focus is B2 and C1 ready for Nov mock  
 
More to be shared after mocks 

 

https://salternsacademytrust-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/sottesen_alns_salterns_org/IQDkugrkiaOZQaz-jiV4Qz9wAaxI9v_i6R-DR7U8wyY-_AA?e=Tm2N13
https://salternsacademytrust-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/sottesen_alns_salterns_org/IQCI6oK15jq6RoKMrY9lFhQGAb8rItEinjLHExfPeP-iqZs?e=ieg3Xj
https://salternsacademytrust-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/sottesen_alns_salterns_org/IQCyriHv1sY6TqO_4ZdoBE1VAUKKiNbOv8er4SPLfZtzqHI?e=vJGCH8
https://salternsacademytrust-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/sottesen_alns_salterns_org/IQAM8mtTYsUQTrIGM6I0Sx5FAV8OcJtDt7VDNrzSl8WMMSg?e=qngNhB
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