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Welcome to Edition 5 of Latitude, our school magazine.  In this edition we’ll be saying 
thank you to various companies who have supported the projects we run in school and 
will also be promoting new projects that we need help with.  If you think you can help 
support any of the projects mentioned in this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me.

     Zoe Sampson
     Editor

Welcome
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Tuesday 1st March Maths Modules – Year 9, 10 & 11 (am)
 English GCSE Mock – Year 11 (am)
 PSSA Meeting 6pm

Wednesday 2nd March Science Objectives Tests – Year 9,10 & 11 (am)
 Rock Challenge – 7pm at Southampton Guildhall

Thursday 3rd March Mentoring Day

Monday 7th March Year 7 Bikeability Training 
 Student Council Week

Tuesday 8th March Year 7 Bikeability Training

Wednesday 9th March Year 7 Bikeability Training

Thursday 10th March  Year 7 Bikeability Training
 PSSA Prom Night 18.00-20.00

Friday 18th March Red Nose Day 

Wednesday 23rd March PD Day 7 – Winter Sports Day
 Governors Meeting (pay and conditions) 17.30-18.30
 Governors Meeting (HR) 18.30-19.30 

Monday 28th March School Production – Feeder school performance
Tuesday 29th March School Production

 Wednesday 30th March School Production 
 Governors Meeting (Finance) 6pm

Thursday 31st March School Production

Monday 4th April              PD Day 8

Wednesday 6th April       Full Governors meeting 6pm

Thursday 7th April Year 8 Parents evening 4pm

Friday 8th April              Last day of term for Easter

ALNS girls represent Portsmouth in 1 of 8
area finals in the U13 girls football tournament.

ON THE COVER...

The Science Department and 
everyone at ALNS would like 

to extend huge thanks 
to Elaine Gardner 
and everyone at 
Pall Europe for their 

kind microscope and 
monitor donation.  

Image: Photographed by 
Mr Styllis, ALNS students 
use the donated microscope.

THANK YOU 
PALL EUROPE

If either parent is in the armed forces, you may have already received a 
message through your workplace regarding additional funding for schools 
which is to be allocated for each child who is registered as having at least one 
parent in the armed forces on the Annual Schools Census on 20th January.  

Please can I urge any families where at least one parent is in the armed forces 
to contact us at school to check that our records are up to date. A phone call 
to reception or e-mail to soswald@alns.co.uk  will suffice. 

Important message for 
Parents in the armed forces



PSSA

For more details of any of the below events or more information regarding the PSSA, please contact Steve Johnson  sjohnson@alns.co.uk

PARENT GOVERNORS

Friday 11th February saw the latest successful PSSA quiz evening. Once again hosted 
by the very calm and collected quizmaster Oliver Stone-Houghton, the evening was 
attended by a record 19 teams, with 124 tickets sold overall, raising over £500.  £250 of 
this money is being donated to the Gambia project which ALNS supports.  The winning 
team were ‘The Pringles’.  The PSSA would like to extend their thanks to everyone who 
attended and took part and once again, a big thank you to Oliver for his time as quiz-
master.  Oliver will be hanging up his microphone to concentrate on his GCSEs, so keep 
an eye on the next quiz on Friday 13th May to see who the next quizmaster will be.

The PSSA are working in 
conjunction with the School 
Council to produce ‘Admiral’s 
got Talent’  full details will 
come through the student 
representatives after Easter. 

Thank you to Day Lewis 
Pharmacy, Waterlooville for 
their very generous donation 
of 30 first aid kits which will 
be taken out to our partner 
school in Gambia in April.

Quiz Photographs:

We currently have spaces for governors.  Read what it’s like to 
be a governor.  If you are interested in becoming a governor 
or would like more information, please contact Bobbie Young.

My name is Toby Simmonds and I am in my third year as a 
parent governor at ALNS. I started out as a governor at my 
daughters’ junior school and have followed her here.  My 
daughter was worried that I would be an ‘embarrassing dad’ 
around school but we very rarely bump into each other as 
most of the meetings are held outside school hours.

I originally became a governor to try to understand the 
education system and bring myself up to date with it, it’s 
certainly changed since I last went to school and it’s also going 
through a massive change now! Although I do not profess to 
totally understand what is going on in the classroom, being a 
governor has given me a really good insight into issues that 
affect the whole school, Local Authority and the education 
system in general.

The job of a governor is to help lead  the school to the benefit 
of the students and those likely to come through it at a later date.

The training I have received has been well delivered and there 
is a large governor network in the City to support you through 
your time in post.  Above all the team of governors that ALNS 
has at the moment is such a varied and mixed collective that 
everything can be taken in our stride. 

Each one of us brings a different aspect to the 
governance. I am involved with the health and 
safety of the school and bring my knowledge of 
the fire safety laws to the school but I can also 
come into school with a fresh pair of eyes to 
see any potential hazards. I am involved on the 
finance committee and have taken a crash course 
in the fiscal aspect of the school. The finance teams 
at the school do a great job and explain it simply. 

So really, being a governor is a way of giving my skills 
in return for new ones. I can understand the strategic 
planning of finance and personnel and in return I have 
arranged visits to the school from the local fire service to 
help in various areas, not just regarding fire.

I basically am here to help the school in any way I 
can. Whether it’s representing the thoughts of 
parents or arranging for advice or visits 
from the fire service I have discovered 
that it’s a great school with a 
keen and motivated staff 
who work hard for all of 
the students, current 
and future.
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In response to parental and student feedback we have created a new way for you to discover our current enrichments on offer. You can access it 
via the Personal Development area, learning channel or parent areas of the website. Simply click on the enrichment button (pictured below left) 
and you will be shown exactly what enrichments are on offer for each subject area for the current ½ term. 

Each enrichment task is clearly 
explained, with specific links 
to the PLTS Passport and a 
deadline week that the tasks are 
due in. Individual teachers will 
give personalised deadlines to 
each class in order for the tasks 
to fit in with their class work 
and timetabled lessons and 
these will be recorded in the 
students planners.

As a parent, you have been 
given an opportunity to give 
feedback about your childs 
enrichment which will then 
be sent to Mr Hutton and 
the Heads of Department. 
Just simply follow the links 
on the enrichment page!

At ALNS we strongly believe in educating the whole child and providing 
them with unique opportunities to develop their Personal, learning 
and thinking skills (PLTS) and prepare them for life after school.

 We have launched a new area of our website, entitled ‘Personal 
Development’ that aims to share these exiting developments with 
you (including PD Days, Creative Partnerships and charity work) and 
to celebrate all of our students wonderful success. 

Please take the time to find out more about our Personal 
Development programme at ALNS and feel free to use the parent 
and student voice links to feedback your comments to me. 

Claire Copeland
Personal Development Curriculum Co-ordinator
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The world is changing! It’s been quite a while since the ballpoint pen was allowed into schools as the most exciting new technology for learning 
at the time. We recognise that many students walk around school with a whole range of amazingly powerful technology in their pockets and 
bags. There are times when students could use technology to make learning more personal. This will gradually happen more and more so we 
have set up an area on our website to help create guidelines and share ideas.

Teachers may allow or encourage students to make appropriate use of their own technology. It is up to the students to choose to make use of it 
or not, but only once the teacher has given permission.

We see it as an opportunity for everyone to explore and investigate new ideas together.

Students could suggest reasons for using their own technology to teachers and offer to show them individual apps that will enhance their learn-
ing. Teachers will be able to check on the quality and effectiveness of the learning.

Where the student decides to ignore guidance for using devices, then the normal sanctions will apply. 
Devices used without permission or for off-task activities (irrelevant games, etc) may be confiscated and kept for a parent or carer to collect from 
reception. 

Accessing inappropriate material through a network provider could have more serious consequences, as could the bringing in of such material 
on the device itself.

Students who access the internet to research or download resources will need to do this within their own pricing plan, whether contract or 
PAYG. There will be no pressure on students to do this so it is entirely up to them, with guidance from the bill payer. Unfortunately, we are not in 
a position to allow internet access through our wireless network, though this is being investigated for the future.

Many other schools are taking a similar route. Technology is personal and we recognise that people increasingly prefer to access resources on 
their own devices.

Where next?
There is an area of the ALNS website devoted to ideas. Please let me know of your ideas too. The guidelines above are also available at 
www.alns.co.uk. On the LEARNING Channel you will find a FUTURE LEARNING Section where there are forums for the issues to be explored in 
more detail.

Thank you

LUCKETTS TRAVEL Thank you 

SOUTHERN
WATER
Everyone at ALNS but especially 
the gardening and environment 
club would like to say a big thank 
you to Southern Water who 
donated £200 funding so that we 
can build a rainwater harvester for 
our pond area.  

The rainwater harvester will 
enable us to keep our pond 
topped up with water all year 
round and will also mean that we 
have water to use in our allotment 
areas.  

If you are interested in finding 
out more about our allotment or 
would like to volunteer to help, 
please contact Mrs Mills in school.

THANK YOU!

Students involved in Rock Challenge and the 
staff from the dance and drama department 
would like to extend their thanks and 
gratitude to Lucketts Travel who have kindly 
donated a coach to take the team to and from 
the Southampton Guildhall free of charge.  
This donation means that we can put crucial 
funds towards our costume and set design.

We have 30 students from both years 10 and 
11 involved in this years rock challenge.  Rock 
Challenge is a global event which encourages 
students to get involved in performing in 
front of other schools in a Performing Arts 

Competition. The aim of this is for students 
to create an 8 minute piece of dance which is 
based on an issue of their choice. Students are 
responsible for funding the event themselves 
through a variety of fundraising events and 
they then have to make the music for their 
piece, design the set and costumes, do their 
own hair and make- up and also choreograph 
the performance. It is a massive event which 
has been a fantastic project for the whole 
school to be involved in. The final show will be 
at the Southampton Guildhall on Wednesday 
3rd March, so look out for a full report in the 
next edition of Latitude.
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Year 9 Leisure & Tourism Applied GCSE

Wednesday 13th January, 2011 saw Admiral 
Lord Nelson School represent Portsmouth 
in 1 of 8 area finals in the U13 Girls Football 
tournament sponsored by npower.   

Teams from the Southern region – Aldershot, 
Brentford, Reading, Swindon, Bournemouth, 
Oxford, QPR, Southampton and Wycombe all 
met at Cressex astro in High Wycombe for the 
chance to progress to the Southern region 
finals at Watford where the winners would go 
through and play their final at Wembley prior 
to the Johnstones cup final.

The girls performed well in their training 
session at the start of the week and were in 

good spirits, despite the early departure time 
of 7.30 from ALNS.  After a 2 ½ hour journey 
the team arrived and after a quick change 
and warm-up they were ready to start their 
mission to return victorious.

 The first game was against Reading – a team 
who looked strong and had some good players, 
but ALNS battled well and went 1-0 up.  They 
held the lead until the last kick of the game 
as a deflected shot allowed a Reading player 
to break through to a 1 on 1 chance with Jess 
Terry –Portsmouth’s keeper.  Unfortunately 
the Reading player kept her cool and slotted 
the ball into the bottom corner leaving ALNS 
deflated with an undeserved 1-1 draw.

Spirits were soon raised and Admiral were 
back on the pitch and smashed Brentford 4-0, 
all goals being scored by Paige Mullings.  Grace 
Gregory played a key role in setting these up, 
as did Eliza-Mae Highlands who fulfilled her 
super sub role for the injured Megan Stevens.

Next up came Swindon Town who were fast 
and dominant from the start   The game had 
some excellent end to end action as Chelsea 
Lopez and Phoebe Schofield held their own 
in defence.  The team continued to work hard 
and should have won the game 1-0 after a 
great strike from Paige that was met by an 
even greater save by their keeper.

The final game was against Aldershot – a 
win here would take them through as group 
leaders to the next stage but Portsmouth 
failed to capitalise and produced a frustrating 
performance, despite all their hard work.

The course is a mixture of Business Studies and Geography and very closely linked to the world of work in the leisure and Tourism Industries.
Much of the work for the course is based around trips to places of interest to the industries.

We have been on three trips so far and then completed assignments around them.  Our first trip on 30th 
September was to The Spinnaker Tower and Gunwharf Quays to get a feel for the tourism side of our home 
city.  We were all really excited to go up the Tower, once up there we interviewed visitors as well as walking 
on the glass floor.  After 17 minutes we were all ready to move on – one of our suggestions to improve it was 
to have a café up there or something more to do – funnily enough they now have one… we’re wondering 
if it was us! 

We travelled there by train as transport is also part of the tourist industry and we carried out a few mystery 
shopper acitivities, which was fun.  We felt a bit like spies.

Our second trip was to Portsmouth Football Club and we were all keen to see how many 
players we might meet.  Despite getting the full tour, even spending time in the team 
changing rooms we only saw one, which was a shame.  

It was interesting to see the players entrance and the tunnel to the pitch which is below sea 
level and can get really flooded at times.   The 4 boys thought the best bit was when they 
got to sit in the seats reserved for the manager and subs – they’re fantastic leather comfy 
armchairs, not like the plastic uncomfortable ones the fans get.  

GIRLS FOOTBALL



Kenshinkai Aikido Sibling Offer

Kenshinkai are pleased to announce 
their new reduced rate for siblings 

wishing to train with Kenshinkai.  Any 
sibling (living at the same address) of a 

junior paying full price will be entitled to 
a £5 per month discount.

If you are interested in taking up the offer, joining 
Kenshinkai or would like further information please 
visit the website www.kenshinkai.org.uk

We used the information back in school to develop a leaflet to promote the use of Fratton Park for other things like weddings or tours.

The last trip we went on was to learn about customer service at Highbury College, where we spent the afternoon in their mock 
plane, learning to do the safety routines that air crew do on flights.  It was really funny watching each other and we learned an 
enormous amount about how important customer service is in the world of work.

We can’t wait for our trips in the Summer term to Madame Tussauds and Paulton’s Park…

Brooke Major and Charlotte Bungay

Supported by Portsmouth 
Friends of the Earth, students 
from ALNS are taking part in 
the Grow to Eat well campaign.  
The Grow to Eat Well campaign 
is a new initiative which 
encourages students, their 
parents and members of 
the local community to get 
involved in growing vegetables 

in school gardens.  Staff from the Grow to Eat Well 
campaign will also show students how they can compost 
school food waste and celebrate seasonal food.

With funding for three years, we hope to be able to 
develop our newly started allotment areas onto well 
established growing areas that offer a variety of fruit 
and vegetables.
 
If you are a student, parent or member of the 
community who would like to get involved in the 
Grow to Eat Well Campaign, please contact Mrs Mills in 
school or contact Grow to Eat Well directly at St. James 
Hospital, Milton, PO4 OBB, or by telephone on 023 
9200 6417 or 07881 944132.

Whether the team was to make it through or not, depended upon the final 
game between Brentford and Swindon – but the 3-0 victory for Swindon 
allowed the Portsmouth team to go through as runners up on goal difference.

The semi-finals saw Portsmouth play the winners from the other pool – 
Wycombe Wanderers – a team who had got through after a 3 way penalty 
shoot out that saw Southampton leave the competition.  It was a close game 
with both teams failing to capitalise on their opportunities.  After full time the 
“golden goal” rule was brought in, and within a minute of extra time, Wycombe 
broke through and slotted the ball home leaving ALNS upset and facing their 
final game for 3rd and 4th place play off.

Wycombe went on to face Oxford in the final where they lost 1-0.  Portsmouth 
faced Reading again but this time kept a clean sheet and came out victorious 
winners after another goal from Paige Mullings.

The team are to be congratulated on their sportsmanship and excellent 
behaviour on the day and a special thanks to Portsmouth FC and their football 
in the community programme who provided the transport and kit for the day.  

The girls all received pendants for their participation and will receive two 
tickets to a Portsmouth match.

PE Results
Year 7 / 8 Boys Hockey Tournament    
Played at Priory  
Beat Priory 1 – 0 and lost to Springfield in the final  1 – 0  
Overall second place in the School sports partnership 

Year 8 Boys CUP football

ALNS 5 – Springfield 4
Scorers: Luke Newman 3 , Sheldon Green 1 , Bailey Winning 1 

ALNS 9 – Charter Academy 1 

Year 8 Boys League Football

ALNS 5 – St Edmunds 0
Scorers: Luke Newman 5 



Our Head Boy, Head Girl and Prefect Team have worked hard since September to make 
improvements in and around the school.  With the support of the senior leadership 

team and the backing of all students, we are looking for funding and sponsorship to 
provide coverings for both of the bike sheds.  Adding a covering would not only 

protect our bikes from the weather and give us dry seats to ride home on, but 
will also mean that the bike sheds are less accessible to thieves who will no 

longer be able to target our bikes.  If you or anyone you know are able to 
help with sponsorship or funding, please contact the school.

SPONSOR OUR BIKE SHEDS

In April a group of us will be returning to Gambia on a school trip. Whilst out there we will be going back to a 
Maternity/Malaria hospital that we support, who we supplied with malaria nets last year. Aunt Sally who is in charge of the hospital is an amazing 
woman and should have retired quite a while ago. She works very hard with limited resources and we would like to help her and the many patients 
that she treats. 

This year we would like to take out medical supplies i.e bandages, plasters etc. So this is an ideal time to have a spring clean of your first aid boxes 
to see if you have any out of date bandages etc (they do go out of date!) and donate them to us!

As part of our ongoing commitment to the work 
we do in Gambia, we have developed a project 
whereby students and staff can raise money to buy 
a mosquito net for a family in Gambia.  

Each mosquito net costs £10 and can be a 
lifesaver to a Gambian family.  Students will 
work together in tutor groups to raise the £10 
to purchase the net and will have their picture 
taken.  

When we travel to the Gambia in April, we will 
present the family with the net and the picture 
of the tutor group who raised the money.  In 
return, the tutor group will be able to display 
the picture of the family that they have helped.  

If you would like to get involved in any of the 
work that we are doing for Gambia, please 
contact Ms Lucas or Mrs Bulloch for more 
information.  Full details of the school we 
support can be found on our website 
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/
GroupHomepage.asp?GroupID=279402

Snap up a
net appeal


