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Welcome
Welcome to issue 6 of Latitude. This edition is packed full of the exciting things our
students have been doing in the run up to Easter. From red noses in Gambia to Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, we hope that you enjoy reading about what
students have been doing both in and out of school.
Zoe Sampson
Editor

Monday 25 April

EASTER MONDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

Tuesday 26 April

INSET DAY (5)

Friday 29 April

BANK HOLIDAY - (SCHOOL CLOSED)

Monday 2 May

BANK HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

Tuesday 3 May

Art/Textiles Exam Week and Year 8 CORE Exams Week
PSSA Meeting 6pm School Meeting Room

Wednesday 4 May

Art/Textiles Exam Week and Year 8 CORE Exams Week

Thursday 5 May

Art/Textiles Exam Week and Year 8 CORE Exams Week
Year 8 Curriculum and Camp Evening - 7.00pm

Friday 6 May

Art/Textiles Exam Week and Year 8 CORE Exams Week

Monday 9 May

Year 8 Exam Week

Monday 16 May

Year 7 Exam Week
GCSE Written Exams Begin

Tuesday 17 May

Year 7 Exam Week

ON THE COVER...
Students perform an imaginative and energetic version
of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”

Wednesday 18 May Year 7 Exam Week
Governors meeting (Finance) - 6pm Information Centre
Yea7 7 HPV Innoculations
Thursday 19 May

Year 7 Exam Week

Friday 20 May

Year 7 Exam Week

Monday 23 May

Year 9 Exam Week

Tuesday 24 May

Year 9 Exam Week

Wednesday 25 May Year 9 Exam Week
Full Governors meeting - 6pm Information Centre
Thursday 26 May

Year 9 Exam Week

Friday 27 May

Year 9 Exam Week
NON-UNIFORM DAY - GAMBIAN NURSERY

Little Admirals Pre-School

ALNS

Little Admirals Pre-School (based in the
Exercise Deck) were recently awarded
‘Outstanding’ in their latest Ofsted
inspection. Being awarded outstanding
in every category is an amazing
achievement and a testament to Karen
Potter, the Pre-School leader, and her
whole team.

ALNS was also recently visited by Ofsted.
Commenting that the school was good with
outstanding features, the Inspectors were very
positive about the school and particularly our
wonderful students.

Congratulations from Big Admirals!
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We have already built their recommendations
into our School Improvement Plan for next
year and are very confident, like them, that we
are well on our way to “outstanding”!

Copies of both ALNS’s and Little Admirals Pre-School Ofsted reports can be found at:
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Inspection-reports

A big thank
you to everyone at
Sainsbury’s Farlington for their
very kind donation of Comic Relief
merchandise. We will be taking
the array of various sized red noses
with us to Gambia when we go next
week. We know that the children in
the nursery in Gambia will appreciate
the bright additions and have lots of
fun playing with them.

Athletics
Portsmouth Area Sportshall Athletics
22 of our Year 7 & 8 students went to the Mountbatten Centre to
compete in the Portsmouth area Sportshall Athletics on Friday 25th
March. They all took part
in a range of different
athletics events both on
the track and in the field.
All of our students were
amazing demonstrating
real athletic potential in
a wide range of events.
After competing against
7 other local schools our
boys team consisting of
all year 7 students came
in 3rd place overall which
is a brilliant achievement considering they were competing against
mostly year 8 students. Our girls’ team with 8 Year 8 students and 3 year
7 students ended up being GOLD MEDAL WINNERS coming in 1st place
out of all the schools in Portsmouth. The year 8 girls are now going
on to represent Portsmouth in the South East England Aviva Sportshall
Athletics Championships to compete against the top Secondary teams
across the 7 Counties in the South East Region. We would like to wish
them the best of luck with their future competition and are sure they
will represent ALNS and Portsmouth to
the very best of their ability.

South East England Regional Indoor Athletics Finals
Having finished as champions in the Portsmouth Sportshall Athletics
event, the team all went to represent ALNS and Hampshire at the
South East England Regional Indoor Athletics Finals. The event was
an incredibly high standard with the top teams in each county in the
South East of England coming to compete at the University of Surrey.
The girls performed alongside some of best athletes in the whole
of the UK and most definitely held their own in a close competition
with many track and field events on offer. Overall the girls came in 9th
place but certainly should be very proud of their achievements. The
competition and whole event was an unbelievably high standard and
our girls showed that they are more than capable of competing with
the best in the South East of England. Congratulations to those girls.
They are an asset to the school. Well done!

The recent Prom Night was quite successful for our first attempt,
raising £398.50 for the funds. We hope to hold another in the Autumn
Term when pupils are first thinking about their Prom evenings, and
hopefully we will get more pupils and parents attending.

or Car Boot we have a selection of everything already booked. To
take advantage of this offer please contact Janice Andrews, Chair at
janice305@btinternet.com or Steve Johnson at ALNS. Payment is
required with the booking. No food or electrical goods permitted.
Volunteers also contact Janice or Steve with times of when you can
help.

Have You Got Talent? The PSSA are going to be holding auditions
in early May to find the finalists for the Admirals Got Talent
Competition, the finals being held on 9th June. Full details of how
to audition will be available very soon from student council reps
and class tutors. Auditions will be held in private, with a panel of
judges at the live final. Tickets for the final will be available for family
and friends, details very soon. PLEASE REMEMBER, THIS IS TALENT
SUITABLE FOR A FAMILY AUDIENCE WHEN AUDITIONING.
QUIZ NIGHT - Friday 13th May. Please remember to book your tables
for this event, up to 6-8 people in a team (no more), ploughmans will
be served. Bring your own liquid refreshments and nibbles. tickets
£4.00 each. To book a table please contact Steve Johnson at ALNS.
Please put 25TH JUNE in your diaries. The school Community Fayre
10-2. We would really appreciate some help at this event with the
manning of stalls, any help at all. We have over 50 stalls already
booked, and are now offering Early Bird bookings at £5.00 a pitch
until May or until we are fully booked out. Stalls can be New Goods,

Help the PSSA raise funds in just one click.
The NFER are looking for parents and pupils to have their say on
a wide range of educational issues by becoming part of the NFER
pupil and parent voice panel. It will be a chance for you to influence
educational policy and practice. NFER will regularly feedback to
members of the panel on the outcomes of research so you can see
how your views are being taken into consideration.
By signing up to the panel, £2 will be donated to your school/PSSA.
You can continue to raise money for your school/PSSA by collecting
points for every survey you complete after signing up. Please
remember to use our PSSA code AJ852 when you register at the
following link: www.nfer.ac.uk/panel
All monies raised by the PSSA through the NFER website will be used
to fund projects within school

Winter sports day 2011
Winter Sports Day 2011 proved to be a great success as sporting glory
and the beautiful sunshine prevailed.
Staff and students alike played a key role in making this day such a
success and all feedback received has been nothing but positive - this
is something that makes the ALNS PE department feel incredibly
proud and we would like to thank everyone for their contributions.
ALNS students competed with enthusiasm, enjoyment and healthy
competition as they worked their hardest to secure points for their

house. Points were awarded for fair play, sportsmanship, quality of
warm-ups in addition to the winning, losing and drawing that is all
part of competition.
The breakdown of scores can be seen in the table below, but the ALNS
PE department can proudly announce that the winners of
Winter Sports Day 2011 are Duisburg!!!!
Haifa - title holders from 2010 dropped to 4th place, Sydney
came 3rd, leaving Caen in 2nd place.

Natasha Rose returned to help
direct the show and the show
was choreographed by current
students: Lucia Cook, Beth Relf
and Sarah Taw, all of whom did an
outstanding job.

On the 28th, 29th and 30th March a cast
and crew of 100 students performed an
imaginative and energetic version of “Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” in
the main hall at ALNS.
Joseph is a simple bible story. The message
of the show is that “Any Dream will do” and
our students certainly dreamt big to create a
colourful, lively and entertaining version of
the Andrew Lloyd-Webber/Tim Rice classic.

The lead role was played by
Josh Macey whose performance
each and every night was simply
breathtaking. His rendition of “Close
Every Door to Me” had members
of the audience in tears every
night. Matthew Fisher played the role of
the Pharaoh with huge enthusiasm and real
skill. The four narrators; Lucia Cook, Shanice
Burton, Beth Relf and Amelia Abdul held
the show together and really demonstrated
the true meaning of team work. Other
outstanding performers included Tim Park
as Jacob, Paris Billings as Mrs Potiphar and
Joe White as Potiphar and of course all of the
brothers.

The cast performed to a full house almost
every night and the feedback from members
of the audience was that this years show was
the best ever and I agree! ALNS students are
always dedicated to the School Plays but
this year they took it to a whole new level.
Students took responsibility for directing and
choreographing parts of the show and made
every rehearsal and performance a pleasure.
As always I am exceptionally proud of each
and every one of them.
Julia Firth

Being in a school production is a very rewa
are great because you get to make a contri
at school.

Joseph is the best school play I have been in
the school production and I think everyone
Matt Fisher (Pharaoh)

Rehearsals began for the show back
in October and students worked
exceptionally hard during each and
every rehearsal. This year ex-student

Thank you DEPhoto
A big thank you to
Pete and the team
from DEPhoto for their
amazing photography
during the show
and for also
allowing us to use
their photo’s in
this magazine.

20 year 9 girls took part in a Dance Festival at
the Kings Theatre. The girls involved have been
working really hard on their performance and
have given up most of their lunchtimes and
been in the studio after school most nights.
They did amazingly well and they managed to
achieve 2nd place which is fantastic for all of
the students involved. They did ALNS proud!

On Wednesday 2nd March 35
year 10 and 11 BTEC dance and
Production students were involved
in a global dance competition
called Rock Challenge. The
students have been working
on the performance based on
Knife Crime and girl gangs since

last October. They decided to
tackle this as they felt that it is
becoming more common for girls
to be carrying weapons for their
boyfriends and they thought it
was an issue which more people
should be made aware of. Not
only were students responsible for

I am so grateful that I got to play the role of Joseph. It has been a
pleasure working with such talented people. We have worked so hard
throughout the whole process and judging by the feedback it paid off.
It has been such a positive and rewarding process, it’s such a shame
its now over but I am looking forward to future projects. Joseph has
been a springboard into my career and I can’t wait to see what the
future holds. I fully appreciate this opportunity and the support that
the cast have been given. What an experience!
Josh Macey (Joseph)

arding experience. It’s not just getting up on the stage you have to go to all the rehearsals which
ibution to the show and how it develops plus you get to meet people you wouldn’t normally meet

n. This is because we really worked as a team to create the show. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed doing
e else involved agrees.

Finishing college with
4 A levels, I took a Gap Year and what
better way to spend it than to return to
my old school and help direct and produce
‘Joseph.’ Achieving such a great production will look
fantastic on my C.V! When you take opportunities to increase your
experiences, you will always increase your chances for employment. And let’s
face it; it’s a tough world out there! Especially for the Performing Arts industry!
I’m absolutely blown away by the commitment and enthusiasm students have
here - and such fresh, exciting talent. Rehearsals have been so rewarding, and so
much fun! Everyone has worked as a team and together we created an amazing
show. Joseph has been an absolute pleasure; the pupils involved have such energy, drive and
determination and that, in a person, creates success. How do you stand out from a crowd?
What gives you the upper edge? Think about what skills will help you pursue a career. This
is such a brilliant school, you only appreciate how hugely encouraged and supported
you are here, once you’re out in the big wide world! So, with exams creeping nearer,
a message from me – don’t waste your chances. Work hard at your GCSE’s, and
then they’re done. For life. And they’re your grades. For life.
Natasha Rose (ex-student/ Assistant Director)

Being part of Joseph has been the best performing experience for me during my
time at ALNS, I not only got a main role I also did the choreography. I have loved
every minute of it, it’s been a wonderful opportunity. I will miss it so much next
year. School plays have helped me to develop into a stronger and better actor,
singer and dancer and its all down to the Performing Arts Faculty as it wouldn’t be
the same without them!
Lucia Cook (Narrator)

the dance performance but they
also had to make a set, decide
on their own costumes and also
had to have a stage crew who
were responsible for videoing the
performance, lighting and also
the set whilst on stage. Admiral
Lord Nelson School took 10 stage

crew and 24 dancers. On the day
they were taken to Southampton
Guildhall where they were greeted
by a lot of noise and madness
as all schools attended the
morning meeting. The order of the
performances was drawn and we
chose number 7. Students then

had the opportunity to watch
other schools perform and then
they had a full run through of
their performance for 30 minutes
to make sure they were happy
with everything. The team did
amazingly well and had a fantastic
day. When the results were drawn

we were delighted to be given
4th place overall and then receive
2 awards for Best Choreography
Skills and Best Drama Skills. All of
the team worked exceptionally
hard on this performance and did
Admiral Lord Nelson School very
proud! A great day was had by all.
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LitERACY
At ALNS we strongly believe that literacy is central to students accessing and achieving in all subjects. Parents
clearly agree as a typical question posed to English teachers by parents at parents evening is ‘how can I help my
child with their literacy skills?’ In response we have created an area of the
website dedicated to literacy. In this area you can find; a reading area, the
Literacy Toolbox, a link to BBC Skillswise, an ‘Improving Accuracy’ Powerpoint
and assessment details.
We hope that you will find this area useful. Any suggestions on how we can
develop this area further please email Mrs Wise at dwise@alns.co.uk

Assessing Pupils’ Progress (APP) in English
A brand new area of the school website has been launched to help students and their parents better understand the practice of assessment in
English. It explains the mark scheme we use (APP), the key skills students will be assessed on, how students can achieve their own specific target
level and how parents can help them to do this. All of this information and more can be accessed through the English section by clicking on APP.

Photographs by Mr Styllis

D-Day Museum Visit

Recently 30 year 8 students were given the opportunity to visit the D-Day
museum in Southsea and take part in a series of workshops such as
• Interviewing veterans
• Exploring maps and articles about Portsmouth during WW2
• Exploring the museum, including historic films
• Creating a piece of drama with students in role as a variety of people involved in WW2
The visit enabled students to develop their literacy skills and gain experience
of WW2. Listening to the veterans recall their memories was a privilege for the
students and something they will remember in the future.
‘Dressing up in the clothes for our drama pieces was a good opportunity to put
ourselves in the shoes of others’ Brittany Carter 8A
‘By acting and dressing up in the clothes, we got the experience to try and
understand what other people went through’ India-Mae Summers 8A

Young People leading the way
On Friday 18th March Chloe Lammas, James
Wroe and Jack Courtney attended the Young
People Leading the Way Sports Conference at The
Mountbatten School in Romsey. These students
were selected as great leaders for school sports
to work with the PE department here at ALNS.
The aim is for them to help raise the profile of
sport and deliver some future Olympic style
competitions in the lead up to London 2012. This
will not only be for our students here at ALNS but
also our local Primary feeder schools.
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During the day our students took part a range of
different activities from wheelchair basketball,
speed stacking, curling and cycling with the GB

Olympic coaches. During these sessions they
looked at different leadership styles and worked
on the 6 different personal learning and
thinking skills of being: Independent
enquirers, creative thinkers, reflective
learners, team workers, self-managers
and effective practitioners.
The students were absolutely fantastic
throughout the day and were a real
credit to the school. They came away
with many great ideas as a PE Change
team to put some great future Olympic
style competitions together to get us all
inspired in the lead up to London 2012.

Year 8 Boys Cup Final
On Monday the 4th of April, Moneyfields
Football club held the year 8 boys football
cup final. Admiral versus Priory.
Admiral had managed to successfully
beat Springfield and City Boys on the
journey to the final. It was a promising
final ahead, with the boys looking
to make amends from last years
disappointment at Fratton Park.
The game kicked off on a sunny, yet chilly
evening. Priory started well, and created
chances causing problems for the Admiral
defence. However after weathering
the storm the boys managed to dig in
and keep the goals out by some fine
defending by Liam Kilford, Tom Sandy
and George Wilson. However the boys
could only soak up so much pressure and
Priory managed to score. Admiral seemed
to wake up after this, and managed to
get the ball moving across the pitch and
should have scored an equaliser, however
it wasn’t to be and Priory made it pay by
taking a two nil lead just before half time.

After half time the boys felt that they
could manage to get back into the cup
and it was nearly the case with Admiral
causing Priory problems at the back.
Unfortunately for the boys they didn’t
take their chances and Priory stole a three
nil lead. Mid way through the second half,
Bailey Winning showed the boys that hard
work does pay off and the boys managed
to win a penalty. A confident Bailey took
the ball onto the spot and smashed the
ball into the goal. Score three one with
all to play for. As time went on, Priory
become tired and Admiral had chances
to come back into the game, however it
wasn’t to be and Priory managed to sneak
another goal. In the last few seconds
Bailey scored a consolation goal.
A massive well done to all the boys
involved, and better luck next year!
Overall score 4 – 2
Scorers
Bailey Winning 2

Year 9 Boys Cup Final
ALNS 1 – Miltoncross 2 – Moneyfields – 4/4/11 –
Portsmouth Schools Cup Final
ALNS start the match, under the leadership of
Harry Biggs, with high energy levels and soon got
the ball moving putting Miltoncross on the back
foot. Just before half time, with no real chances
for either team, Ash Alison broke clear of the
Milton defence and shot just wide. Into the 2nd
half the boys started slowly and conceded a goal
from cross – 1 – 0 Miltoncross. The boys heads
did not drop, however, conceded a 2nd goal as
Milton counter attacked from a long period of
ALNS pressure. ALNS then got a later goal from the
head of Harry Biggs from a great cross from Sam
Compton. Unfortunately time ran out, however
the boys can be very proud of their performance.
Well done from Mr Stubbs!
ALNS Boys Football League Results:
Year 7 – Under 12A League Winners
Year 8 – Under 13A League Winners
Year 9 – Under 14B League Runners up
Year 11 – Under 16A League Winners

STUDENT COUNCIL

RUGBY FESTIVAL

On the afternoon of Friday 25th March, 40
members of ALNS school council walked to
Hilsea Station, caught the train and headed to
Portsmouth Guildhall to hold a meeting in the
Guildhall Council Chambers. The Lord Mayor,
who had invited us to hold the meeting there
joined us for half an hour and told us how her
council meetings worked and assured us that we
were much better behaved and how important
it was for every Portsmouth resident to show
interest in their council. We got down to business
by discussing and agreeing our new constitution.
It gave the meeting a really important feel to be
holding it in such a special setting and we are
already looking forward to a repeat visit next year.

A combined Year 7 & 8 team represented ALNS
in the Portsmouth & Havant Schools Rugby
Festival on 4th April, held at Clarence Field.
The boys put in determined performances
to draw against Springfield (5-5) and lose
narrowly to City Boys’ (25-10). Further defeats
were suffered at the hands of Mayfield and
traditionally strong Rugby schools Oakland,
Horndean and Warblington. Nonetheless it
was an excellent experience of competitive
Rugby for the boys and we look forward to
further competitions next season.
Particularly noteworthy performances in the
tournament came from James Wroe, Harry
Dunk, Oliver Taviner and Joe Truscott. Well
done to all involved!

Thank you to the Lord Mayor and everyone at the
Guildhall for their hospitality.

Year 8 Girls’ Basketball
The Year 8 Girls’ Basketball
team won the Portsmouth
Basketball League beating City
Girls, Miltoncross, Priory and
Springfield to get through to the
last 8 schools in Hampshire. They
were drawn away to Mayfield
School on the IoW. After a very
choppy hover ride over the team
arrived ready for an exciting
game. The Mayfield team were
very strong and after a tough
game the ALNS girls were finally
beaten by a team that could
well go on to win the whole
tournament. They should be very
proud of their efforts and being
the top Year 8 girls Basketball
team in Portsmouth is down to
their continued hard work and
dedication to representing ALNS.
Well done girls!

Cake off
This term within food technology, the year 9’s had to
design and make a cake suitable for an occasion of
their choice.
All of the students carried out extensive research
into different cake making methods, as well as types
of icing and methods of application. There were
many wonderful creations ranging from Easter
bunnies to double-decker bus birthday cakes. All
of the cakes that were produced were very
impressive and after viewing all of
them, it has been decided that the
most professionally finished
and innovative cake was
produced by Chloe
Lammas. So well
done to Chloe.

YPRES TRIP
Day 1

On the first day we had to be at school by 5:45am. We
travelled to Dover on a coach and took a ferry to Calais.
When we arrived in Ypres we went to Essex Farm Cemetery.
It was very touching seeing all the soldiers who sacrificed
their lives for their country. Each soldier had their own
grave, listing their name, religion, date of birth and their
age when they died. We found the youngest soldiers’
grave, who was only 15. Next we went to visit the
Passchendale Museum and Dugout experience. It was
good to see what a trench would have been like. The
museum was interesting because it had lots of artefacts
from World War One. We then went to check in to the hotel,
and got ready for a night out! Bowling was great fun!

Day 2

We visited a German cemetery, Langemark, which the Belgium
government refuses to pay for. As soon as we walked in there was a
flower bed, where the bodies of over 20,000 soldiers were buried. The
grave stones were grey tiles laid flat on the ground, with up 20 soldiers
buried under each grave. After that we went to see a Canadian memorial,
which was a huge tower with a soldier on the top. We then visited a real
WW1 trench, named the ‘Yorkshire Trench’ which was discovered when they
were building a factory. The trench stunk due to the fact there was a mushroom
factory next to it! We then visited Tyne Cot, the largest Commonwealth
war cemetery in the world. It was really moving to see all of the white
headstones that seemed to go on for miles and all of the names on the
back walls of men who have no known grave. After lunch we went to
the Sanctuary Wood and Hill 62 Museum, which was a preserved
trench full of muddy puddles. It was hard to imagine trying to live in
such poor conditions. The museum was full of pictures from the war,
which were horrific. It was great fun running through the trenches,
going through the underground tunnels and bunkers! We all got very
muddy! We then travelled to the Menin Gate, where five lucky students,
chosen by the staff, laid a wreath for all of our soldiers who lost their lives
on behalf of ALNS.

Day 3

After we departed the hotel we visited a second German cemetery before
hitting the chocolate shops, getting many deals on lots of lovely chocolate. We
then drove back to France, visiting the hypermarket on our way back to catch
our ferry.
Overall we had a fantastic trip, which we would highly recommended to
everyone!
Thanks History team!
By Zoe Bartlett and Megan Stevens.

The skiing on Hausler Alm (1872m)
is good for beginners and the more
advanced skiers will enjoy the long
runs down through the woods, a near
700m vertical provided by a double
chairlift. There are four village level drag
lifts for beginners to learn technique when
there’s snow at village level, and a couple more up at the summit of the
lift should the snow not be sufficient at the base.
The Ankogelbahn is a few kilometers up the road from the village. Here
the giant gondola cabin lifts skiers up more than 1350 vertical metres
on a two stage ascent, to a huge snow bowl and a snow sure top lift
height of 2630m .

However the main attraction of the area is the Molltal Glacier (30km
from hotel - included on the pass, well worth a visit) on which there has
been huge investment in some spectacular lifts.

Where? Mallnitz, Austria. www.mallnitz.at
When? 30th March 2012 for 9 days
Cost? Approx £650 plus dry slope lesson (compulsory) and hoodie (optional)
This includes 6 x 5 hours of lessons, full board accommodation (with a
hot lunch), return transport from school to Austria, ski, boot, pole and
helmet hire for the week, three evening entertainments and insurance,
including a snow guarantee.
If you would like further information, please see Mr Gray after the Easter
holidays where extra information and letters should be available.

