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Welcome to the latest edition of Latitude.  It’s been lovely seeing everyone back in school 
after a nice summer break, and we welcome the new year 7 students into life at ALNS.
As you would expect, this half term has been a very busy one and within this issue we’ll 
show you what has been happening since the start of the new term and also look forward 
to what is coming up over the coming months.

     Zoe Sampson
     Editor

Welcome

1

Monday 31st October  All students return to school
Friday 4th November   BAE Science Road show Year 7
Wednesday 9th November Governors Finance School Meeting Room 17.00-18.30
Thursday 10th November Year 12 Certificates Evening
Wednesday 16th November HPV Innoculations
Wednesday 16th November Full Governors meeting 18.00-19.30 School Meeting Room
Thursday 17th November PSSA Fashion Show/Ladies Night 7pm 
Thursday 1st December  Year 10 Parents Evening 16.00-19.00
Monday 5th December  INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS
Wednesday 7th December Full Governors Meeting 18.00-20.00 School Meeting Room
Friday 9th December   PD Day 4
Thursday 15th December Non Uniform Day
Thursday 15th December Bizarre Bazaar
Thursday 15th December Performing Arts Evening
Friday 16th December  Last Day of Term – Merry Christmas!!
Tuesday 3rd January   All students return to school

Year 7 students visit the Weald and Downland 
Museum in West Sussex.

ON THE COVER...

Dates for THE diary: Autumn term

I am really excited to inform you that this year ALNS is working 
towards achieving the prestigious UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools 
Award, Level One. The award puts the rights of the child at the centre 
of the schools culture and ethos to help all of our students realise their 
full potential. With these rights, comes responsibility; the responsibility 
to understand and uphold each others rights as well as their own. It 
is based on the principles and values of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC) and as this is implemented and re-enforced 
across the school it will enable our young people to make informed 
decisions and grow into confident, active and responsible citizens. 

Work has just begun on this exciting project but I will post regular 
updates on our website and in Latitude magazine to inform you of our 
progress towards achieving the Level One certificate. So watch this space!

For more information on the RRSA award you can 
visit the UNICEF website: 
www.unicef.org.uk/Education

Claire Copeland
Personal Development Curriculum Co-ordinator

Rights Respecting Schools Award

We took Year 10 RE students to London to learn about our Multi-faith society. We visited BAPS Mandir in Neasden (Hindu temple) and The Jewish 
Museum in Camden, which had an exhibit of British Holocaust survivor Leon Greenman as well as exhibits on Jewish life in the UK.

Miss Lucas

RE TRIP
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The PSSA recently held our AGM and elected the following members; 

Chair    Mrs Janice Andrews
Secretary  Mrs Jane Cleverly
Treasurer  Mrs Robenia West
 
Funds raised by the PSSA are donated back into the curriculum, supporting a variety of 
departments across the school by providing equipment and resources.  Recent PSSA 
donations have supported Mathematics, Humanities and Science.  We welcome any 
requests for support, so please contact Janice if you have any suggestions.  

We held another enjoyable and successful Quiz Night on 30th September. Winners on 
this occasion were a team from one of our feeder schools, Lyndhurst, who have already 
confirmed they will be back to defend their trophy next time. It was great to see so 
many staff from various departments attending the event, and we hope to see more at 
the next quiz night on the 11th November.
 

 

WELL DONE!
To Oliver Stone-Houghton who 

was presented with a watch by 
the Lord Mayor at Alderman 
Joe Davidson Memorial 
Charity Trust,  for the ‘most 
regular and punctual attender 
during their school year’
Well done Oliver!!

We are always on the look out for active members... 
If meetings are not for you then perhaps you could 
consider helping at occasional events. 

Please contact Janice or Steve if you feel you would 
like to do this. With extra help even more could be 
achieved to benefit the students at ALNS.

Future PSSA events

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, consider giving a little time to the PSSA. We need you. 

Ways to contact us...
Janice Andrews can be contacted via email on janice305@btinternet.com alternatively, you can contact Steve Johnson sjohnson@alns.co.uk or call 
02392 369133.  Or why not just come along to our next meeting which is being held in the ALNS school meeting room on Tuesday 1st November 6pm

We look forward to hearing from you soon!!

Wedding & Prom Event
To support the Year 11 prom being held 
in July 2012, we are arranging a Wedding 
and Prom event on Sunday 22nd January 
2012. If you work in or for any Company 
who may be interested in exhibiting at 
this event please contact Janice for more 
details

This event is a must for anyone attending 
Proms this summer as well as planning 
a wedding. Janice will be liaising with 
students and a local company to set up a 
fashion parade at this event.

Fashion Show/Ladies Night
After a successful 1st ladies night last year, plans are in place 
for the second PSSA Fashion Show & Ladies Night to be held 
on  Thursday 17th November, 6.30--9.15pm Tickets are £5.00 
each and include a glass of wine (or soft drink!) on arrival.

Large discounts are promised on many High Street clothes 
available  to buy on the night, with many stalls offering other 
lines of interest to Ladies and  a selection of Christmas gifts. 
Contact Janice for tickets. 

ALNS staff are also involved in this event with Miss Pentney, 
Mrs Jenkins, Mrs Hulme and Mrs West bravely volunteering to 
be models for the evening.

Quiz Night
Quiz Night Friday 11th 
November---make up a 
team of up to 8 people, 
bring your own liquid 
refreshment and for £5.00 
you will get an entertaining 
evening and a Ploughmans 
Supper. The next Quiz 
promises to get you In 
the Spirit with a few extra 
surprises. Contact Steve 
Johnson if you would like to 
confirm attendance.
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On Wednesday 12th October 
our Cross Country team went 
to Portsdown hill to compete in 
the Portsmouth Schools ‘ Cross 
Country League.  We were the 
only secondary school to go with 
a full team consisting of 15 year 
7 and year 8 boys and girls.  Our 
team was strong and all of our 
students were determined to run 
a good race.

Running in a competitive league 
our U13/14 Boys team are 
currently standing at the top of 
the top of the table in 1st place 
overall out of the 7 schools that 
competed.  Clark Winning came 
in first place out of all the year 
7 Boys that competed and Dan 
Sibley closely followed by Brad 
Hayward were our first year 8 Boys 
to finish for ALNS!

Our girls team was equally as 
brilliant as the boys and are also 
currently at the top of the league 
table in 1st place overall.  Sybil 
Bailey came in 2nd place out of 
all the year 7 and 8 girls and Emily 
Cunningham came in 3rd place.  
This was especially good as these 
girls are both year 7 students and 
were competing against girls in 
year 8!  Emma Donnelly was our 

first ALNS year 8 to finish also 
running a brilliant race.

Every student that took part was 
fantastic and the cross country is a 
real team effort as every students 
score counts.  Very well done to 
all the team that competed, let’s 
work hard to stay at the top of the 
league tables.

CROSS COUNTRY STANDINGS

The PE department has had a busy first term with many students taking up the opportunity to participate in many of the PE clubs offered.  Likewise, 
there have been some excellent performances from students who have represented ALNS and competed in sports such as Rugby, Football, Table 
Tennis and Cross Country.  The basketball season will “tip off” from October half term, as will the girls football and hockey tournaments.  Netball will 
return after the Christmas break in preparation for games in February.

All students receive praise points or positive referrals which add towards their points total if they attend or represent an ALNS sports team.  
Remember - it is never to late to join a team - just turn up and make sure you get your name on the register for those points.
If playing sport isn’t for you, why not come along and support your peers.  All of our fixtures can be found in the calendar section of the PE website.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT NEWS, EVENTS and reports

Year 7 – Tournament at City Boys on 4th October – Drew;  5-5 v Springfield, Lost;  0-10 v City Boys, 5-10 v Mayfield, 0-5 v Priory
                 Try Scorers – Offen, Radford

Year 8 – Tournament at Springfield 5th Oct – Lost;  0-10 v Springfield, Won;  10-5 v City Boys, Drew; 10-10 v Mayfield
                 Try Scorers – Knight (2), Cannon, Truscott

Year 9 – Tournament at Mayfield 22 Sept – Lost;  0-15 v Mayfield, Won;  10-5 v City Boys
                 Try Scorers – Frank (2)

BOYS RUGBY RESULTS

Inter Tutor football

Year 7
Winners 7A              
2nd     7N              
3rd     7V              
4th     7H 
5th     7O
6th     7L
7th     7S
8th     7E   

Year 9

Winners     9O
2nd         9H
3rd    9E
4th      9A
5th      9L
6th         9S
7th      9V      

Year 8
Winners      8L
2nd        8N
3rd         8O
4th        8A
5th       8E
6th    8H
7th      8V
8th      8S    
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Year 7
The year 7 boys are yet to play their first game.

Year 8 
Springfield 1 v ALNS 6
This was the year 8 first game of the season and they have made a very impressive 
start to football with winning both the league and cup in year 7. It must be noted that 
their effort in training is fantastic with over 30 boys coming to training on a weekly 
basis. The first game away at Springfield was always going to be an interesting one, 
however a solid start meant the game was won in the first half!  An astounding effort 
from the whole team!!

English Schools Cup First Round 

ALNS 1 v Priory 3 
This was the game that all boys were looking forward too, as the last time the boys 
played it was in a thrilling cup final at Moneyfields FC in the summer. This game was 
too good to be played in the first round, as unfortunately one team would be sent out 
of the cup.  It was a tough game, watched by many parents and supporters. However 
football can be very cruel and Priory managed to avenge their cup final loss with a 3-1 
win.  

City Boys 3 v ALNS 8
After bitter disappointment in their previous game to Priory Mr Fallick had only one 
thing on his mind, and that was to make sure all players moved on quickly and forgot 
about that game. The boys certainly did and after a sloppy first 15 minutes and a 
stern half time talk the boys set the pitch on fire with their slick passing and accurate 
finishing. 

Year 9
ALNS  0 v Mayfield 6
This was the first game of the season for the year 9’s who have managed to win the 
league two years in a row and have previously beat Mayfield in their past meetings. 
Sometimes in football it’s never going to be your day and today was one of those 
days. The boys worked hard, but lacked the final pass in the dangerous areas and gave 
possession away easily. This put pressure on the defence who just couldn’t hold out.  A 
tough match for all involved but we go away more fired up for the next meeting!

ALNS 2 v Milton Cross 6
After a disappointing first game of the season, the boys looked to move forwards 
quickly with a result against Milton Cross.  Milton Cross only had 10 players which gave 
us a relaxed attitude, possibly costing us the game.. Milton Cross passed the ball slickly 
and effectively making our midfield chase the ball for long periods of the game. As 
Mark Lawrenson once said “If you’re a goalkeeper, it doesn’t matter what you save the 
ball with - if you keep it out, it’s not a goal” Our ‘keeper did his best to save everything 
he could however he couldn’t do anything with the 6 that they scored. The game did 
have two positives Chris Pharaoh and Bailey Winning managing to score their first 
goals of the season. 

ALNS 5 v St Edmunds 0
After two losses and 11 goals conceded, pressure was being placed on Mr Fallick and 
he had to find and dust off his coaching manual. A quiet and focused pre-match team 
talk provided the boys with the passion that they needed to ensure that they had the 
fire in their bellies to win the game. The captain knew that something wasn’t working 
and listened carefully to the team talk with him and Adam Linn being partnered in the 
centre of defence. This combination worked well and the boys looked controlled at the 
back. The midfield and attackers linked up well and managed to pass the ball across 
the pitch with pace, looking dangerous on a number of occasions. Luke Newman and 
Bailey Winning both managed to score 2 good goals and Liam Kilford set up a goal 
never seen before, a very loopy corner kick which hit the inside of the bar and was met 
by a St Edmund players’ back who unfortunately knocked the ball into his own goal.
 
Mr Fallick 

Football

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT NEWS, EVENTS and reports

Year 10
ALNS 1 v Milton Cross 3
Year 10’s first game of the season started with a 3-1 
loss, which was a repeat of the year 9 final last year. 
With a weakened team the boys battled hard and went 
into half time with the score 1-1, the goal was scored 
by Sam Compton, capitalising on a mistake by Milton’s 
defenders. They battled hard in the second half, 
however, could not hang on, finally losing 3-1.

ALNS 11  v Charter Academy 0 (Cup)
The year 10 boys breezed through into the semi-finals 
with a 11 – 0 win. At half time it was 2-0 with both 
goals from Ash Alison. However, in the second half 
after an inspirational half-time team talk from Mr 
Stubbs, the boys scored 9 more goals from Alison 2, 
Newham 3, Biggs 2, Courtney and the pick of the goals 
was a screamer from the boot of Callum Butterworth. 

Year 11 
Milton Cross 2 v ALNS 4
Year 11 boys first game of the season started with 
a 4-2 win. After going 1-0 down early on, the boys 
settled into the game and played some good football 
and went into half time 3-1 up with goals from Aziz 
Adewumi (2) & Aiden Hutchings. They continued to 
create chances in the second half but only managed 1 
goal from Josh Harris. ALNS conceded a second goal 
late on but the boys still ran out 4-2 winners.

ALNS 1  v City Boys 1 – ALNS win 5-4 on Pens
The boys managed to progress through to 
the semi-final with a win on penalties 
(5-4) after drawing a hard fought game 
against city boys. ALNS were 1-0 up 
at half time after having most of 
the possession and creating a 
great deal of chances, when 
Aziz Adewumi scored mid-
way through the half time. 
City Boys scored in the 
second half and the team 
could only be separated 
after full time and 
extra time by a 
penalty shoot-out, 
winning 5-4.

Mr Stubbs
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Rehearsals have started for the next school production ‘Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory’ which will be performed in March 2012.

A big thanks to everyone who auditioned and congratulations to those 
students who got a part.

We’ll still need people to help with set decoration and costume design, so keep an eye out for further 
information on the notice boards!

SCHOOL PRODUCTION

Churchill War Rooms and The National Army Museum

On Wednesday 5th October, GCSE History students and staff headed off to London to discover more about World War Two to help prepare them 
for their controlled assessment. Our first stop was Churchill’s Cabinet War Rooms where Churchill was based from May 1940 after his home, 10 
Downing Street, was hit by a Luftwaffe bomb. At this location, many of the most important strategic decisions of the war were made. We were 
able to see where the War Cabinet met and had their meetings, where the heads of the Navy, Army and RAF discussed the positions of their 
troops and made tactical decisions and even saw where Churchill slept! 

After a picnic by the pond and some pictures with the resident 
pelican, we headed back to the coach and onto the National 
Army Museum. The students took part in an hour long 
workshop where they were given a talk on Dunkirk, 
the key focus of one of their controlled assessment 
pieces, and were given the opportunity to handle real 
World War Two weapons and have a go at firing them 
(not at each other!) and try on British army uniforms 
worn throughout the war, including the underwear! 
Then the students went upstairs to the World Wars 
Gallery where they completed a simple booklet. After 
shopping and tea and cake, we all got back on the 
coaches and headed home. 

It was a great day and all the students learnt valuable information that will 
help them complete their controlled assessment. Thank you to all the staff 

who made it possible and to the students for your company. It was a real 
pleasure to spend the day with you all.

Mrs Copeland
Head of History.

GCSE HISTORY TRIP

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
To keep up with the growing demand of online learning 
resources, ALNS will be moving to a new website platform.

If you are interested in joining the group, please email Zoe Sampson zsampson@alns.co.uk

The project will start in the new year and all 
we’ll need from you is an email address and a 
commitment to try out the pages and give us 
your ideas as we move through the stages.

We are looking for a group of parents and a group of 
students who are able to be involved in the design 
process, trying out the pages and giving us feedback 
into what’s good and what’s not.
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Our Science class was chosen to take part in a trip to Action Stations at the Historic Dockyard on 
Monday 12th September 2011.

For half the day we were put into small groups and were told about what projectiles are. We 
then had to make some of our own projectiles (which looked like rockets) and then fire them 
out of an air canon to see which went the furthest. We had to think about the design, weight 
and shape of the shell to make sure we were the winning team!

For the other half of the day we were allowed to go on the different activities in Action Stations 
which included going on moving and non-moving climbing walls, simulators and watching a 24 
minute film about some of the work the Navy does.

The staff gave us a good introduction to the day and overall we think this was a very good trip 
and would highly recommend it to other year groups and schools.

By Paige Anderson and Kane Beale (Year 8)

ACTION STATIONS

I’m Lucy Hudson and I am a student at ALNS.  There is one thing that separates me from other 
students. I have Cone Dystrophy and Supra Rod Sense’s.  This is a problem that affects my eyes 
and how I live my life. There are only 11 people in the world who have this condition.

Recently, I met a man who came into the school to talk to a group of students.  This man 
inspired me so much because he has driven a car around a professional 

race track and has flown a plane around the whole of the UK.  This 
man is completely blind. This man has taught me that even though 
I have a disability I can do anything and that even though my 
condition will hold me back, it doesn’t matter because I am just like 
everyone else but with a couple of things extra.  This man’s name is 

Steve Cunningham.

My life is like a rollercoaster because there are ups and 
downs but I get through them with support from my 
friends and the school.  My friends remind me that I am just 
like them, a teenage girl.

ALNS has provided me with a mentor who also helps me 
get through hard times, for example, last year I was told 
that my eyesight is not going to get better, but worse.  I 

could end up losing my sight.  When I was told that, I felt like 
the world had fallen on top of me.  The good side to this 
bad news is that there might be a cure, which is good but it 
might not be around until I am in my 20’s.

If you’re wondering how I cope with all this, I don’t know 
how, I just do.  I have my days wishing that this had never 
happened to me, but then I have days thinking how lucky I 
am not to have anything worse.  Over the years I have learnt 
that it doesn’t matter anymore.  I can do anything and I WILL 
do anything I want to.  My eyesight will not determine who I 
am and how I live my life,  If I get knocked down, I get back 
up again.  I keep going no matter what!

Thank you for listening to my story and thank you to Steve 
Cunningham for visiting our school and giving us a very 
inspiring talk.

STEVE CUNNINGHAM, Inspirational Speaker
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This half term has been a busy time for the English department, 
with two PD Days and two new after school clubs launching. Not to 
mention Year 7 and 8 starting their Readathon!

‘The Page Turners’ is a new club for anyone and everyone who loves 
reading. We meet every Monday after school in English 5. We will be 
reading lots of different types of books as well as sharing any good 
books we have read. The club will even be keeping a blog of their 
reviews so that even those who don’t attend the club can still see 
what’s hot and what’s not with books at the moment.

‘The Scribblers’ is another new club that is for anyone who loves 
writing, whether that is a poem, a story or a diary. It doesn’t matter. 
If you enjoy being creative with words, get yourself to English 5 on 
Wednesdays after school!

Year 7 and 8 have begun their Readathon, a nationwide sponsored 
read to raise money for CLIC Sargent and The Roald Dahl Trust. Both 
charities work with sick children, so hopefully Year 7 and 8 can raise lots of money to help them. Reading began on 17th October and finishes on 
Friday 4th November and it can count as an Enrichment for next term if the students write a review on just one of the books they have read! 

Finally, this half term has seen two excellent PD Days. Year 9 created story books for children on topics ranging from pirates to princesses. The 
whole year group got involved and really enjoyed the day. Even the staff enjoyed dressing up as pirates and even a Viking! Year 8 PD Day was all 
about Shakespeare and we were lucky enough to have the theatre company Oddsocks in to entertain and education us about Romeo and Juliet. 
       The afternoon performance was fantastic and entertained everyone. 

       Sam Marland, Teacher of English

ENGLISH

Thursday 29th September and Wednesday 5th October 2011

The History Department took Year 7 to the Weald and Downland Museum in West Sussex to help them with their studies of Medieval England. 
The Museum is an open air museum, spread over several acres of land that has taken houses dating back as far as the 11th Century and rebuilt 
them on the site.  

The day started off early as we loaded excited students and staff onto the coaches. On arrival at the museum, the students were split into groups 
of 10 and we began a “round robin” tour of the Museum. The weather was beautiful and the pupil’s got the chance to “let off steam” at lunch in 
the sunshine. 

Throughout the day we visited houses from the 
Medieval Age as well as looking at houses 

from the Elizabethan Age, another 
era we will be studying in Year 7.  

We looked at building techniques 
such as wattle and daub, at the 
differences between the houses 
of the rich and the poor and the 
introduction of glass during the 
Middle Ages.   We also saw how 
people would have lived in a 
wealthy farmer’s house where the 
students were entertained by the 
guides and were able to ask ques-
tions. Back at school the students 
are finding that the knowledge 
they have gained is proving 
invaluable as we start to look at 
Medieval People and the way that 
they lived.

The visit was extremely success-
ful. All the students thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and were a 
credit to the school.  As a learning 
tool for the study of the Medieval 
Age it has certainly been useful. A 
great day was had by all!

Jan Downton
Teacher of History

WEALD AND DOWNLAND
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