
March 2012     Issue 11

+

Creative
              Writing

Literature Quiz
ALNS STUDENTS COMPETE

Willow
TIM JOHNSON RETURNS

PLUS: PSSA NEWS & REPORTS, SPORTS HALL ATHLETICS,  DESCRIPTIVE WRITING, TABLE TENNIS, HOCKEY, AND MORE!

YEAR STUDENTS TAKE PART IN A DAY OF

AT THE ROYAL MARINES MUSEUM

ROC Award
EXCITING PROGRESS MADE

Aachen Trip
FULL WRITE UP INSIDE



Welcome to a new year and another edition of Latitude.  We hope that you all had an 
enjoyable festive period, although it does feel like a very long time ago!

2012 is a busy year and the students at ALNS will, as always, be getting involved in a variety of 
activities to mark the celebrations.

     Zoe Sampson
     Editor

Welcome
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Wednesday 22nd February Mentoring Day
Wednesday 29th February Full Governors meeting – Information Centre 6-8pm
Thursday 1st March   Year 11 English Literature MOCK
   Year 11 Science Modules
Friday 2nd March   Year 11 English literature MOCK
   Year 11 English Controlled Conditions Assessment
Thursday 8th March   GCSE January Results
Wednesday 14th March  Winter Sports Day Years 7-10
   Preparation for Day Exams Year 11
   Governors HR Meeting Information Centre 5-6.30pm
   Governors Pay and Conditions Meeting Information Centre  6.30-8pm
Thursday 15th March  BBC News Day
Monday 19th March   School Production week starts
Wednesday 21st March  Governors Finance Meeting – School Meeting Room 5-6.30pm
Monday 26th March    PD Day 8
Wednesday 28th March  Full Governors Meeting – School meeting room 6-7.30pm
Thursday 29th March   Year 8 Parents Evening 4-7pm
Friday 30th March   Last day of term 
   PSSA Quiz Night 7pm-11pm

ALNS students attend the Royal Marines Museum 
for a day of creative writing.

ON THE COVER...

Wedding & Prom Event.
 
We held our Wedding & Prom event on January 22nd January.  The day was a great success and we would like to extend our thanks to the Year 
10 and 11 students who gave up their time to help and even model at the event.  We’d also like to thank Jack and Tom Kingsley for being our DJ’s 
for the day.  Over 100 people visited the stands and as always, all monies generated will be used for projects within school.

Dates for THE diary: SPRING term

Year 7&8

After the success of the team tournament the boys and girls went into 
this feeling very confident. The boys and girls played some excellent 
table tennis in the group stages with Rajal Khan, Billy Blades, Jordan 
Beasley and Steven Jones only losing one game between them. These 
4 boys progressed into the knockout stages, however , both Steven 
and Jordan went out in the second round. Rajal and Billy progressed 
into the quarter final, unfortunately this where they both lost, losing 
out to the eventually finalist. The Girls all did excellently with Amber 
Ducane coming 3rd overall after the group stages and Daniella Brain 
coming 4th.    

Years 9,10 & 11

Yet again ALNS were represented well in 
this tournament, however, none of the 
boys were able to make it out of the group 
stages. There were good performances 
by Adam Linn, Callum Bowbrick and Tom 
Reynolds. It was a different story with the 
girls’ competition with our very own Grace 
Gregory winning the girls competition  
 
-  Well done Grace!

Table tennis singles tournament 

Reminder 
to 
parents
If your child is going to 
be absent from school, 
there are two ways of 
letting us know.

You can either ring the 
school 02392 364536 
and press 1 or you can 
report the absence via 
Insight.

Please remember that 
whichever method you 
choose, you need to tell 
us BEFORE 9.30am

To ensure consistency 
with your child’s 
education we also 
request that wherever 
possible, medical 
appointments are made 
for out of school hours.

Next QuizZES
The next quiz nights are booked for Friday 10th February and Friday 
30th March.  Held at school, tickets are £5.00 per person which 
includes a ploughmans supper.  Contact Steve Johnson to register 
your team. 

DONATIONS
 
As a result of running various events over the past months, we have 
been able to donate funds and equipment to the Maths department 
and have also supplied soft furnishings to improve the meeting rooms 
for students, parents and outside agencies.
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Summer Community Fayre

We will once again be running our Summer Community Fayre on Saturday 30th June and we need your help. This annual event brings together 
our students, volunteers and charities in our community and all have been offered free pitches to help support their good causes.  Local 
businesses can book pitches for £7.50. 

Raffle prizes will be very welcome.

If you would like to help out on the day, donate a raffle prize or book a pitch, please contact Steve Johnson or Janice Andrews.
 
Steve Johnson sjohnson@alns.co.uk or janandrews0306@hotmail.co.uk 

RRSA ROC Award 
Exciting progress towards ALNS achieving the Rights Respecting Schools Award!

I am really pleased to inform you that we have been awarded the ‘Recognition of Commitment Award’ from UNICEF which acknowledges all the 
hard work we have put in so far to achieve our ultimate goal of officially becoming a Rights Respecting School.  

The award puts the rights of the child at the centre of the school’s culture and ethos to help all of our students realise their full potential. 
With these rights, comes responsibility; the responsibility to understand and uphold each others rights as well as their own. It is based on the 
principles and values of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC) and as this is implemented and re-enforced across the school it will 
enable our young people to make informed decisions and grow into confident, active and responsible citizens.

I will post regular updates on our website and in Latitude magazine to inform you of our progress towards achieving the Level One certificate. So 
watch this space!

For more information on the RRSA award you can visit the UNICEF website (link below).

http://www.unicef.org.uk/Education/

Claire Copeland
Personal Development Curriculum Co-ordinator.



SPORTS HALL ATHLETICS COMPETITION
On Friday 27th January we took an ALNS team to the year 7 & 8 
Portsmouth Schools Sports hall Athletics competition.  The event is 
very demanding as all athletes have to compete in a number of events 
which must include events in running, jumping, throwing and a relay.  
This meant when selecting our ALNS team we had to ensure we took 
all round athletes who had displayed high levels of physical fitness in 
their PE lessons and at our extra-curricular clubs.

Both our boys and our girls’ teams did very well displaying excellent 
team work and enthusiastic support for each other throughout the

entire competition.  We had some excellent individual efforts.  Emma 
Chivers and Emma Donnelly winning the 8 lap race, Tommy Scutt 
cruising to victory in the gruelling 6 lap race.  Daniella Brain came first 
in the 2 lap sprint with Nathan Collins and Dan Sibley putting in great 
performances in the Standing Long Jump.

Overall the girls’ team finished in 3rd place and the boys finished in 
2nd place.  All the athletes that took part should be very proud of 
what they achieved and how hard they worked.  It really was a hard 
fought competition but they displayed many of the Olympic values  
  required for athletes to be successful.  Well done!

PORTSMOUTH LITERATURE QUIZ
On Friday 27th January 2012   seven students from ALNS took part in the Portsmouth Literature Quiz at the Victory Suite at Portsmouth Football 
club. There were 8 schools entered into the quiz.

The students who took part were Megan Barker, Chloe Cornish, Eveline 
Mackie (Team B)and Ryan Richard, Aimee Rolph, Bailey Williams and 
Charlotte Larder (Team A)

To be able to answer the questions we have been reading 4 books since 
January the books were ‘The Double Life of Cora Parry’ by Angela McAllister, 
‘Hidden’ by Miriam Halahmy, ‘Tarzan’ by Andy Briggs and ‘Unleashed’ by 
Ali Sparkes.  We also had to look at the 4 Authors’ websites to find out 
information about them.

 Most of the questions were multiple choice.. Some of the rounds were 
visual, we had to unscramble book titles and guess missing words from 
book titles.

Team A did win one round; they were all given a £5.00 Book 
Voucher which then enabled them to buy a book from Hayling 
Book Shop who were selling books at the quiz. Team A got the 
authors to sign their books because the authors of the 4 books we 
read were also at the quiz.

Even though we did not win we still had fun and had a fantastic 
afternoon.
     Chloe Cornish 7A

FOOTBALL
Throughout this half term we have been entering boys’ football 

teams into tournaments at ROKO. These tournaments have 
been for boys who do not play in the school team 

and are looking to play competitive football. These 
tournaments have been a real success throughout 

the year groups with all year groups entering 
at least 2 teams. Standing out have been 

the year 11s who managed to win their 
tournament lead by Zach Messenbird. The 

Year 10s led by Lee Creamer did a good 
job and managed to win 3 games in the 
cold conditions. The year 9s lead by 
Alex Waites were superb, with Lewis 
Sandy pulling off exceptional saves 
throughout the tournament. The year 
9s battled well and managed to come 
2nd in their tournament. The year 8s 
brought two strong sides and they 

were led by Ben Pearce and Kane Beale 
who played in very cold conditions. 

Despite the conditions they did well and 
both teams won and lost an equal amount 

of games finishing 3rd.  The year 7s are yet 
to play in their tournament.

Year 7 Football
The boys are still to play their first fixture against Milton Cross or 
King Richard in the second round of the cup. 
 

Year 8 Football 
ALNS  v Mayfield
This half term the year 8s played and won their final league 
game which puts them in with a good chance to win the league, 
depending on goal difference. Mr Fallick decided that he would 
employ his squad rotation for this game and tried a new formation 
of 3 – 5 – 2. Tactically it was a success and the boys dominated the 
midfield and defence. Vuyo Ncube was excellent in centre back, 
alongside Oliver Ladd in midfield.  Overall the boys won 6 – 0. A 
big well done to all the boys involved in the school football, your 
effort and dedication has been excellent. We will take this forward 
into our cup game which is yet to be played. 
 

Year 9 Football
They have one remaining game to play, and it is the cup final. Mr 
Fallick and the boys will be wanting to make it 3rd time lucky in 
the final. 

Mr Fallick

ENGLISH LITERATURE TRIP
On Wednesday 1st February, Miss Marland took some Year 9 
students to the Royal Marines Museum in Southsea to take part 
in a day of creative writing themed around Charles Dickens. 
The students were treated to a day filled with mystery and scary 
events, with master classes in writing with the intent to scare, and 
analysis of some of Charles Dickens’ more scary novels!

One of the highlights of the day was the ‘tour’ which unknown 
to the students would turn into a Ghost Walk where the students 
were amazed by live ‘in your face’ performances by professional 
actors trying to scare the life out of them! One such performance 

took us down a pitch black 
cellar stair case, where (after 
a few minutes of careful 
descending) we were met by 
Ebenezer Scrooge and the 
Ghost of Christmas Past at 
the bottom yelling at us to 
announce their presence! A 
very bone chilling experience!

The day culminated in the 
Grand Hall of the Royal 

Marines Museum, with all 
students writing their own version of a scary story, either from scratch, or by finishing off one of 
Dickens’ own stories. After an hour of work, our very own Ethan Potter (9O) came up top trumps 
claiming the number one spot. His reward? Reading out his story live on air on a radio station! 

An amazing day was had by everyone who went, a fantastic experience that was relished by all.

Mr Sharp

BIKE SHEDS - CAN YOU HELP?
Our senior prefect team are working hard to make improvements in and around school.  Their main focus this year is to provide a covering roof 
for our bike sheds so that all students have somewhere safe, secure and dry to leave their bicycles during the school day.

The students have managed to secure some funding and will be working hard throughout the term to fundraise as much as possible but we 
need help!

If you or anyone you know are able to help with sponsorship, funding, materials or labour, please contact Zoe Sampson on 02392 364536



LEVI’s Ad - DEscriptive Writing
Ellen Martin 9V 

I was bored. As I took a sip from my cocktail, I smoothed my pink, knee-length dress with a manicured hand. Then he 
jumped. Over the hedge, attracting stares. Out of nowhere, he plunged head first deep into the deep, crystal water. His 

head came up, hair wet, then naked torso and wet jeans. Levi’s. Casually, he strolled over and took my hand, pulling me. 
I turned to the party. I would get in trouble, but it would be worth it. Giggling slightly, I let him lead me to wherever 

he wanted.

I was excited. As we walked, I took in his gorgeousness. Eyes that were a piercing blue, but green-ish at the same 
time, like a perfect ocean. Smooth pink lips, with a small dimple when he flashed his amazing smile. His hair, still 
wet, swept across his forehead, sticking up slightly at the back. It was usually a light brown colour; the water 
had darkened it. “Ready?” His strong, husky accent shot through me. “Sure” I nodded.

I was curious. He dragged me along to the pool. I knew what we were doing. Swiftly, I pulled my dress over 
my head, revealing my white bikini, and turned around. We climbed the ladder and stood on the edge of 
the diving platform. Taking a deep breath, I bent my knees and pushed into the air. I glided through the air 
momentarily, before spinning. We somersaulted downwards, towards the clear blue liquid below. After my 

fifth turn, I turned into a swan dive, arms stretched out, legs pointed above me.

I was relaxed. I hit the water with a small splash, rippling the smooth surface if the water. I swam a 
short distance, streamline, underwater and then back. Emerging, I looked for a sign of him. 

Nothing.

I was scared. Panic flooded through me, as I remembered that night, the night it happened. 
The reason I had never come back here, till now. For some reason I trusted him, enough to 

take me back here and feel safe. Despite the fact I promised myself, never again.

I was happy. I would always come here with my family when I was younger, friends 
when I grew older.  Today was just any other day. However, it wasn’t. Today would be 

the day I was scared to ever come back.  I was there with my friends, as usual, and 
we were on the edge. Suddenly, I ducked; something flew over my head. Angrily, 

I stood up. A frisbee was floating in the water behind me. “What the hell are 
you playing at?!” I said. “Sorry! Calm down!” he said. The boy I hated. I glared at 

him. Forcefully, I was pushed into the clear pool behind me. Thrashing and 
kicking, I flung my arms and legs out. My bag strap got caught, I could feel 

it. Foolishly, I kicked upwards, hoping to untangle it on the way.

I was running out of breath. Without enough energy to carry on, I 
stopped resisting. Slowly, I sunk to the bottom of the pool. This 

was it. My life was over. Meanwhile, my friends were probably 
panicking on the surface. Without warning, I felt two strong arms 

wrap around my torso. Swiftly, I was pulled onto the hard tiles 
around the pool. I was going to be alright. 

I was anxious. Coming back from my memories, I 
considered looking underwater until he surfaced. I 

breathed a sigh of relief and swam over. “Hey” we said 
in unison.

HOCKEY
On a cold Tuesday ALNS entered the Portsmouth Schools Hockey 
Tournament. The teams entered were Milton Cross, Priory, Springfield 
and City Boys. The girls who came played a friendly with Priory with 
Daniella Brain scoring 2 goals in a 3 – 0 win. 

The boys first game was against Springfield and ALNS took an early 
lead in the game, but failed to dominate the game and lost 2 – 1 
The second game was played against Priory and the boys managed to 
successfully win 2 – 0.

As the conditions became colder, performances started to drop, 
however ALNS managed to defeat Milton Cross  5 – 0!

In our final game we had to beat City Boys, it was going to be the 
hardest game and they took an early 2 goal advantage; this really 
dented our hopes however,  the boys did manage a goal. It wasn’t to 
be and the boys conceded again in the final minutes and we lost 3 – 1. 

Mr Fallick was pleased with the performances and effort shown by all 
the students in the tournament. A massive well done to all involved!

Mr Fallick

On Thursday 2nd February a group of year 8 students and staff, worked with Tim Johnson our Artist in Residence and braved the cold, crisp 
morning to harvest the willow we planted 3 years ago in our Withie beds. Now that the trees are established, the crop we harvest this time next 
year and every year will be useable for basket-making and other projects and can also be sold.

We had a grand bonfire to warm up.

WILLOW BEDS



Aachen German Christmas Market Trip
9th December 2011

Following the successful 
German trip in 2010, the 
Modern Foreign Language 
department chose, in 2011 to 
return to the Aachen Christmas 
Markets. However, we were 
not quite prepared for how 
popular the trip would prove 
with students! We had double 
the amount of students apply, 
compared to the year before. 

Setting off at 10pm on Thursday 
8th December, the 127-strong 

group of teachers and students 
from Year 9 made their way to 
Dover, crossing the channel in 
gale force nine winds, then on 
from Calais, crossing Belgium, to 
arrive in Aachen at 9.00 am.

The travellers enjoyed a 
welcome continental breakfast 
in a quaint coffee house in 
the centre of the Old Town.  
A guided tour round the 
town helped the students 
become acquainted with 

their new surroundings.  Time 
for shopping and generally 
observing German life was 
followed by lunch in various 
cafes and restaurants.

Then it was time to experience 
the sights and sounds and 
flavours of the renowned 
Christmas market, with its stalls 
selling seasonal gifts and foods.

A bracing walk back to the 
coach-park meant that 

everyone was very ready to 
settle down to sleep on the long 
journey back to Portsmouth.

The trip proved so successful 
that the MFL department has 
already made an advance 
booking for next Christmas! 

Rebecca Pentney
Leader in Learning: Languages


