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Welcome once again to another bumper edition of Latitude.  This edition is packed full of all the 
amazing things our students have been doing over the past half-term, from learning about Fair-
trade to meeting celebrities and everything in between.

We hope you enjoy reading about what we have been doing.

     Zoe Sampson
     Editor

Welcome
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Monday 16th April  INSET DAY SCHOOL CLOSED

Wednesday 18th April Full Governors meeting 

   6pm-8pm Info Centre

Thursday 19th April  GCSE Results – March Exams

Thursday 26th April  Year 8 Curriculum & Camp Evening

Monday 7th May  BANK HOLIDAY

Tuesday 8th May  Year 8 exams

Friday 11th May  PSSA Quiz Night 6.30pm 

Monday 14th May  Year 7 exams

Wednesday 16th May HPV Innoculations

   Governors Finance Committee 

   5pm-6.30pm Info Centre

Monday 21st May  Year 9 exams

Wednesday 23rd May Governors HR Committee 

   5-6.30pm Info Centre

Thursday 24th May  Rock Gig Evening

Friday 1st June  Non Uniform Day – Last day of term

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory being 
performed in the drama studio.

ON THE COVER...

FundRaising Efforts
Using funds generated from events such 
as the Quiz and Prom and Wedding 
Shows, the PSSA have been able to 
donate more resources to the school. 
These donations include £1,000 of books 
to the Information Centre,a donation to 
Science Department, two new benches 
for Physical Education, 2 new microwaves 
and even £500 towards the cost of the 
annual school production, ‘Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory.’Dates for THE diary: SUMMER term

On the 6th March, Mr Sharp and Mr Johnson took 
22 year 7, 8 and 9 boys to the National Indoor Arena 
in Birmingham to watch the Yonex All England Open 
Badminton Championships. The world’s best were in 
attendance, from as far afield as China and Korea. The 
results of the tournament would go on to have a great 
impact on the Badminton seedings for the Olympic 
games to be held in London later this year!

We were very lucky to be attending on the day that 
England’s hopefuls were at their best, witnessing all 
the England players winning their opening games, 
in some cases against far superior opponents. One 
game in particular saw England’s Womens Doubles 
pair Jenny Wallwork & Gabby White knock out 
a very high ranked pair from Indonesia 21-19, 
22-20.

The boys had a fantastic opportunity to see 
badminton played at the highest level, in a 
spectacular setting for the first time, getting 
a sneek peak at who will be contending for 
the top spots at London 2012. Seeing England 
winning so many games, was a very welcome 
bonus!

Also on display at the event, were various stalls 
showing how rackets are strung, as well as a few 
competitions which ranged from measuring how 
fast you could smash (which Lewis Sandy was 
actually winning at the time we left!) to how 
accurately you could serve.

After seeing the talent on display, we can 
only wonder if the next Lin Dan currently 
goes to ALNS!

Mr Sharp

Badminton
Championships
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Portsmouth Schools 
Street Dance Championship

LINDA BRIXEY MEMORIAL
Linda Brixey was one of the original 12 teachers who set up ALNS in 
1995 and as such played a key part in establishing the values, ethos 
and success of the school. Having brought language learning to life for 
hundreds of students over the years, Linda had carried on making a 
big impact on young people as our Learning Support Coordinator. She 
made an important contribution to education in Portsmouth. 

We have been planning to create a memorial for her at the school to 
commemorate her time and work at ALNS.

Linda loved blossom trees and in particular, magnolias.  With this in 
mind, we are hoping to develop the northern part of the field as a 
woodland site, planting several hundred small trees, including Royal 
Oaks, in this Jubilee year.

We would like to plant a magnolia tree, in Linda’s memory , within 
this area and the develop and enhance this site by planting further 
blossom trees.

The Governors have agreed for the school to purchase Linda’s 
magnolia. 

We will then arrange a planting of the tree and a time for staff 
to gather to dedicate the tree to Linda.  We would like to ask for 
donations for other blossom trees from those staff, friends and 
students and members of the community who wish to remember 
Linda in this way.

Details will be available on the school website on how to donate.

A big big thank you to everyone who donated to our Snap up a Net Appeal.  We 
raised enough money to buy 76 mosquito nets for families in the Gambia.

A group of staff and students are visiting the Gambia during the Easter holidays, 
where they will distribute the nets to families who need them.  

Find out how the visit goes in the next edition of Latitude.

We want to continue providing resources and funds but we need your help to do this. 

If you can spare just a couple of hours a year, to help out at Parents’ evenings, or any of the fundraising events we arrange, please let us know.  
We are especially looking for some extra hands to help out at the Community Fayre on 30th June.

If you can help the PSSA in anyway, would like to donate prize, take part in the quiz or discuss anything with the PSSA please contact Janice 
Andrews, janandrews0306@hotmail.co.uk or Steve Johnson, sjohnson@alns.co.uk

Quiz Night
The final quiz night of 
the school year will be 
held on Friday 15th June. 
Come along with a group 
of friends and relax at our 
laid back quiz. Bring drink 
and nibbles, a light supper 
is included in ticket price 
of £5.00.  Contact Steve or 
Janice if you would like to 
field a team.

Annual Community Fayre – 30th June 2012 
Pitches are available at the Community Fayre, over 60 already 
booked, at a cost of £7.50. If you have anything to sell, please 
consider coming along. 

The event has already been in ‘The News’ and it is hoped that 
extensive publicity will make this one of the biggest attended 
events in Portsmouth this summer.
 
We would also welcome any Raffle Prizes, or if any Parents have 
businesses they would like to promote please contact Janice for 
details of cost effective and tax deductable advertising.

Olivia Tett, 15, came second last year and said she was determined to see her 
group walk away with the winning trophy after their performance. 
 
She said: ‘We’ve been rehearsing so hard in our lunch breaks and after school.’ 
 
‘There were a few beginners in our group but they’ve done brilliantly and are 
up to standard.’ 
 
She added: ‘There’s something about streetdance that is so addictive. 
 
‘If someone asked me to dance contemporary I wouldn’t be up for it, but this 
is different. It gives me a lift.’

Over the last 10 weeks a group of 17 year 10 students have been working in their BTEC dance lessons on a performance for the Portsmouth 
Schools Street Dance Championships. This is a regional event whereby the students have been having an external choreographer come into the 
school in order to teach them a 2 minute street dance performance, which would then be performed at the Kings Theatre on the 23rd February. 
The students have been working extremely hard in lessons and they have also shown their additional commitment both at lunchtimes, after 
schools and even in the half term holidays! They have shown a great level of commitment and worked hard as a team in order to make this 
performance perfect. On the night the students were very nervous but as soon as they stepped onto the stage they performed with amazing 
confidence and really showed the choreography off. The judges were on their feet following the performance and they were crowned the 

Champions of Street Dance in Portsmouth Schools. This is an amazing 
achievement and it goes to show that their hard work definitely paid off.  The 
comments from the judges were all really positive and the students were over 
the moon with how well they had performed. 



Charlie and the chocolate factory
‘Charlie and The Chocolate Factory’ was 
performed in ALNS Drama Studio from the 
19th March to the 22nd March to SOLD OUT 
audiences for every performance!

The show took place in the studio this year to 
enable us to build a wonderful set under the 
guidance of Mr Peebles. From the moment 
the audience walked in they entered the 
magical world of Wonka with sweets seeming 
to float in the air around the studios and 
chocolates galore. It really did look amazing.

The show was a real team effort once again. 
Bethany Morrison, James Chant and Sophie 
Hunter were all assistant directors and the 
show simply wouldn’t have been the success 
that it was without them. Billy Darke, an ex-
student also returned to co-direct the show 
and did an amazing job. He was a joy to work 
with.

The main cast of the show were all 
outstanding, giving focused and committed 
performances. Playing the children were Billy 
Cornish as Augustus, Rosie King as Violet, 
Michael Alton as Mike TV, Claudia Payne 
as Veruca and of course Alfie Redstone as 
Charlie. For all of these students it was their 
first leading role in a school play and all 
of them are ones to watch for the future! 

The parents of the 
children played by 
Joe Wearn, Amelia 
Abdul, Rosie Dennis, 
Beth Morrison, 
Brooke Sutton, 
Steven Jones, Megan 
McKenzie and Tyler 
Burrans all delivered 
their roles with great 
comic timing and 
presence on stage.

The grandparents 
played by Connor 
Whatling, Elise 
Simpson, Adam 
Gibson and Ella Minkner were all fantastic. 
They fully embraced playing old people 
and were just charming on stage. The TV 
presenter, Jennifer Nicholson and the four 
narrators; Kay Sutherland, Carmela Silva-
Mason, Autumn Humprey and Rachel Smith 
held the show together, they all performed 
with HUGE enthusiasm and energy every 
night and held the whole story together 
perfectly.

The “hip-hop” Oompa Loompas added a 
real difference to the show. They all worked 
tirelessly to be able to rap the poetry and 
really did make our production different 
playing human machines and life sized 
squirrels.

Without question the true star of the show 
was Lauren Tilley as Wonka. Lauren was quite 
simply magical. She played the role with 
great comic timing creating a totally original 
performance. Our perceptions of a character 
we think we know from the films were 
completely challenged. It was impossible to 
take your eyes off her every moment that she 
was on stage. We took a huge risk casting a 

female Wonka but it was a risk that really paid 
off as she was  wonderful.

The whole show was fast paced and lively 
from the moment the narrators started. 
They  involved the audience at every 
opportunity making the show a true 
“experience”. Every night the feedback from 
the audience was outstanding. Making 
me exceptionally proud of our students 
(as always). There were moments of real 
creativity within the show; the chocolate 
river, machines made from oompa loompas, 
the shrinking of Mike TV and the human 
squirrels to name just a few. 

A wonderful cast and crew made this show a 
true “Wonkatastic” success and one that will 
be remembered for a long time!

Julia Firth 

March 14th saw 800 students 
participate in ALNS’ Winter Sports 
Day, 2012.  The newly revamped 
sports day saw students 
participating in 2 different 
activities across the day.

New and different sports where 
incorporated to allow students 
greater choice of where to apply 
their sporting talents.  Activities 
ranged from Basketball to 

Dance, Cross Country to Netball, 
Hockey to OAA and the forever 
popular table tennis was also 
included.

As usual, students wore their 
house coloured tops with 
pride and attended their house 
assemblies, sensibly working 
together to ensure that all teams 
were filled with players who 
would be able to perform and 

gain as many points as possible 
for their house.  Every student 
who was in the correct PE kit of 
black shorts / tracksuit bottoms & 
black football socks / white ankle 
socks gained 2 points for their 
house – this made the difference 
between 2nd and 3rd place for 
Sydney.

The weather was kind and all 
activities where completed 

with outstanding levels of 
sportsmanship.  The sun even 
shone for the afternoon session, 
making the day even more 
pleasurable for staff and students 
alike.

For a full break down of how 
DUISBURG became Winter Sports 
Day Champions 2012, please visit 
the PE area of the web site and 
the click on the sports day area.

At the beginning of January, a group of year 10 students entered a 
competition run by IBM to develop a website. We initially visited IBM 
in December where we were issued with the challenge, also being 
able to get a sneak preview at this years Wimbledon website, and how 
it was made, shown by the man who actually constructed it. We then 
had two of IBM’s chief ICT engineers come to the school to give us a 
master class in creating websites, offering many tips and tricks as well 
as showing us advanced coding.

Over the last 3 months we have been meeting regularly after 
school to construct our own website and presentation, which has 
been gradually been building to a stage where we can now say it is 

complete. With the help of Mr Sharp, Mr Richardson, Mr Payne and our 
IBM representative Sarah, the blood sweat and tears have been well 
worth it as our end result looks very good and is very professional!

Along with our presentation, we are now going to take our fight to 
the doors of IBM, and compete against other schools from the area to 
be crowned champions! We will need to convince a panel of judges 
that our website is best suited for the client we are representing not 
only by demonstrating the website, but also through a 15 minute 
presentation and heated Q&A. Wish us luck!

Mr Sharp

At 8.30am on Thursday 15th March 24 students 
sharpened their pencils, charged their cameras 
and began scouring the papers for stories to 
cover in the annual BBC News School Report.  The 
day began with a live interview with Julian Clegg 
from BBC Radio Solent. Mason Moore spoke to 
the radio presenter about what was in store for 
the day. 

The Information Centre felt like a busy news room 
as the students worked in groups searching the 
internet and reading the papers to try and find 
stories they wanted to cover. After an initial story 
meeting the team set off to write, film and edit 
their stories – all by 2.30pm!

Kieran Clarke managed to speak to the media 
department at Portsmouth FC for a quote about 
the club’s situation; Morgan Taylor grabbed ten 
minutes with Aaron Phipps, GB Para-Olympic 
rugby player. Meanwhile, Dana Wilson, Joshua 
Shum, Oliver Sutton and Tom Yearly were 
searching out students’ favourite films. Beth 
Gauntlet and Lorna Johnson got out their spades and went digging 
into the previous life of our teachers and would you believe it we have 
some very successful athletes and cake makers in our midst. Emily 
Wright spoke to Mr Morris about his upcoming Olympic role while 
Mason Moore investigated if people knew or cared about the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee. Alex Sandiford, Jordan Beasley and Zach Rumfitt 
were busy reporting on the school play and Zach’s upcoming debut 
play (written by him) at the King’s Theatre in Southsea in the summer. 
Jess Birks and Marnie Winter investigated the news that young people 
would rather use internet search engines than ask their parents 

embarrassing questions 
and they found some 
interesting results. Whilst 

all this was going on, pop act Same Difference dropped in. Olivia Ware 
filmed as Sophia Truesdell grilled them about being on the X-factor, 
what it was like working with Simon Cowell and their pop academy. 
Helping to edit all this 
was Matt Cooper whilst 
news anchors, Arafa 
Choudhury and Chris 
Pharoah wrote and 
filmed the links between 
the stories and were 
even treated to a live 
musical performance 
from Billy Gregory. 

Organising 
everyone and 
ensuring we met the 
deadline was Grace 
Gregory. Following her 
exciting interview with 
Chris Evans earlier this 
term as part of the 
report, she took the 
role of Editor and decided on the final running order of stories, as 
well as giving her expert interview advice.

All in all the day was a huge success, with students working 
together to create a fantastic report. Now it’s back to the drawing 
board for BBC News School Report 2012! 

If you want to watch the report log on to the school website and click 
on the news link.

Winter Sports Day IBM Website Challenge

ALNS Students turn into journalists for the day



Year 9 Boys Rugby
Teams played in the Hampshire Schools County Festival on Thursday 
22 March-  the first time any Rugby  team from ALNS has been invited 
to this prestigious tournament (quite an achievement in itself!)  The 
team gained an invite due to their impressive performance in the 
recent Portsmouth Schools’ Tournament 
where they finished a very creditable 3rd.

The tournament took place at Alton Rugby 
Club, and featured 24 schools in total from 
all around the area.  The 10-a-side format 
led to lots of exciting, competitive and very 
physical rugby being played throughout 
the tournament – the boys also had to 
hone their goalkicking skills as they were 
required to convert their own tries in this 
event!

The pool games saw us pitched against 
school teams from Perins, Applemore and Petersfield.  Conor Fiford 
scored our first try of the tournament in the first game against Perins, 
but ultimately Perins’ experience told and we were defeated 5-32. 

The game against Applemore was a much tighter affair, and after a 
Kane Goddard try and conversion we ended the game with immense 
pressure on the opponent’s try line in search of a winning try – sadly 
it did not come and we were very unlucky to lose 7-10.  Petersfield 

proved very strong in the final group 
game and we suffered a 0-15 defeat to a 
very good side.  Following these 3 games 
we played 2 further games in the Plate 
tournament – further tries from Connor 
Fiford against Applemore and Frogmore 
proved in vain as we were again denied 
victory by narrow margins – 7-15 v 
Applemore, 5-10 v Frogmore.

As a first experience of this higher level of 
competition, the boys showed absolutely 
magnificent effort, determination and skill 
throughout.  There were some monster 

tackles and although defeated the team should take immense pride 
from the progress they have made this year – very well done to all 
involved!      

Mr Morgan

To celebrate Mother’s Day, students in year 7 
worked with the Hamilton’s catering team to 
make clotted cream teas to take home to their 
mums.

The results looked lovely and I’m sure the mums 
enjoyed eating them as much as the students 
enjoyed making them!

Mrs Bartlett

Mother’s Day

U15 Girls basketball
The Under 15 Girls Basketball team beat 
Bohunt School in the semi-finals to get into 
the final of the Hampshire Cup.  This was 
a fantastic effort from the girls and shows 
how much they had all progressed as they 
got the opportunity to challenge Westgate 
School from Winchester for the top spot in 
Hampshire!

We were all a little nervous as we travelled 
to Bayhouse School in Gosport to play the 
game.  We had to play at a neutral venue, 
the referees travelled all the way down from 
Basingstoke and we knew there would be 
other top quality National League players in 
the Westgate side.  Despite all this our ALNS 
team were more than up for the challenge 
and we knew we had nothing to loose.

We got off to a great start playing some 
excellent fast paced Basketball.  In the 
second quarter Westgate made some brilliant 
baskets and were up by 9 at half time.  As a 
team we got together and decided to up the 

pressure clawing back the points by playing 
some great defence.  In the 4th and final 

quarter we were on a roll…we played some 
great pressure full court defence forcing them 
to turn the ball over and we managed to get 
some layups.  With 19 seconds left we were 
only down by 1pt but couldn’t foul as they 
would have got free throws through team 
fouls.  With fantastic intensity we managed 
to get them to turn the ball over once more!  

With 3 seconds left we got the ball from 
the side line in our own half.  We quickly 
passed the ball in and shot from over the 
half way line and it cruelly bounced off the 
ring meaning Westgate were the winners by 
one point with a score of 49-50, and we had 
pushed them all the way…literally to the 
buzzer!!

It was most certainly the best game of school 
Basketball I had ever seen and the ALNS 
girls were outstanding!  Our team, captained 
by Chloe Lammas consisted of Jess Terry, 
Daniella Brain, Georgia Colbourne, Shannon 
Colbourne, Megan Stevens and Chelsea 
Lopez who should all be very proud of their 
achievements.  We are most certainly looking 
forward to a rematch and are going to be 
working hard to get to the final again next 
year. 

Keep working hard girls…I couldn’t be any 
more proud of you all!

Miss Cooper

On the 18th of February 2012 four year 10 
students from ALNS and six year 8 students 
from ALNS produced a survey for the Human 
Rights club to find out about which shops 
were selling Fair Trade products in their local 
area of Portsmouth. The findings suggested 
that most of the chain stores sold Fair Trade 
products; the Co-operative even has a policy 
about selling Fair Trade products. A variable 
the students had to consider was which 
particular products were Fair Trade or not. 
The group found out that many of Cadbury’s 
products are fair-trade and several Ben and 
Jerry’s Ice creams are Fair Trade and all Tate & 
Lyle sugar is Fair Trade too. 

On the 24th of February they then went 
into shops asking whether they could put 
a Fair Trade sticker in their window if they 
sold Fair Trade items. The students covered 

Copnor Road going into the following shops, 
One-Stop, Victory Road Newsagents, both 
Co-ops and Tesco express. They also covered 
Tangiers Road going to the following shops; 
Krishna, McColls, J.F.S Video, Penelope Ann, 
Co-op and Keith Walden. The last shops 
the group went to were Lidl (Hilsea) and 
Paperbox (Moneyfields). As you can probably 
tell the Human Rights Club covered the area 
of Portsmouth that is most likely to have 
students attending ALNS,  so if you do go 
down Copnor Road or Tangiers Road look out 
for a Fair Trade sticker in the window. 

Considering it was Fair Trade fortnight, ALNS 
is giving out special prizes to ALNS students 
and tutor groups to those who can collect 
the most Fair Trade labels. HRC recommends 
that you visit the list of shops mentioned 
especially Lidl and the Co-operatives as they 

have a wider variety of Fair Trade items. Even 
if you shop in a supermarket keep an eye out 
for that Fair Trade label. Even a small effort 
is welcome.  This initiative deserves support 
and it needs support from you. Taking part in 
Fair Trade fortnight and learning about the 
difference Fair Trade can make to the farmers 
who grow what you buy is so rewarding. Visit 
this link to find out how rewarding it really is. 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/
resources/coffee_chain_game/files/
interviews_farmers.pdf

A huge thanks to Callum Butterworth, Joshua 
Beaven, Alex Horner, Robin Colbey, Mona Lisa 
Chenge, Holly Berry, Heather Colesell, Evie 
Minker, Mia Clark and Aleezay Ahmad .

Robin Colbey 10e

HUMAN RIGHTS CLUB DO FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT

FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT
200 Year 7 students learned about Fair-trade in a lesson facilitated by Hamilton’s, (our catering team), Sainsbury’s supermarket, Farlington, kindly 
donated Fair-trade bananas and products for a display. The students discussed what products were involved, which countries they came from as 
well as the environmental and social issues.  They then cooked pancakes which they filled with Fair-trade bananas and Chocolate sauce. 

Everyone at ALNS would like to send a huge thank you to Sainsbury’s for their very kind and generous donations.



Ypres Trip 9-11th February 2012
Day 1
We got to school at 6 in the morning and we made our way to 
Dover where we caught the ferry to France. After a smooth ferry 
crossing we drove into Belgium where we visited Essex farm 
cemetery. It was here that we saw the grave of the youngest 
man to die to World War One, he was only 15. We also saw a 
grave of a man who had been awarded the Victoria Cross. 
We visited out first trench for a quick wander round, 
although it didn’t smell very nice as it was next to a 
mushroom factory!! After settling into our hotels we 
went for dinner in a posh restaurant, although not 
many of us liked the traditional Belgian food! Before 
heading back to the hotel we went bowling, it was 
fun but I wasn’t very good!

Day 2
On day two we got up and had some breakfast 
before heading to the ‘Death trench’ which had really 
long and well preserved trenches for us to walk 
through. It was covered in snow and the river on 
the other side was completely frozen over, although 
it looked really pretty, my feet were freezing!!! We 
then made our way to Tyne Cot cemetery which is 
the biggest allied cemetery in Europe. It was really 
big and pretty with white grave stones and statues. 
We then went to a German cemetery which was so 
different in comparison. In the German cemetery 
all the graves were flat on the 
ground, it was dark and it 

also had a mass grave 
where 20,000 bodies 

were buried. 

After lunch we went to Hill 62 which is a preserved trench and we got 
to run around and explore the pitch black tunnels. It was really fun 

but really icy, nearly everyone fell over! 

After warming up at the hotel we had a lovely dinner in a nice 
restaurant before heading to the Menin Gate. This is where we 

attended the last post ceremony which is held every night 
to remember all the soldiers who lost their lives in the First 

World War. A few of our students laid a wreath on behalf of 
ALNS. It was a very moving experience. 

Day 3
On the last day we headed to Passchendaele museum 
which had lots of interesting artefacts from the trenches. 
The best bit was the dug outs which were dark and scary 
as everyone kept jumping out at each other! We left 
the museum to go chocolate shopping in the centre of 
Ypres where everyone bought lots and lots of chocolate! 
We had free time to wander around the town and have 
something to drink before having lunch and getting back 
on the coach. We went to the hyper market for some more 
shopping before our return ferry journey. It was a really 
great trip and everyone had lots of fun! 

Written by Alice Dobinson 8V 

All schools have a legal obligation to produce 
a Disability Access Policy. 

As well as being underpinned by 
Government policies, our Disability Policy 
is written to reflect the needs of our staff, 
students and the members of the community 
who use the school.

To ensure that our policy continues to reflect 
all views, we would like to invite you to take 
part in a short survey. We would like your 
views on Disabled access and facilities at 
ALNS and how well they meet your needs. 
This will then help us plan what future 
developments are required.

To obtain the information required we would 
like you to complete a survey. We would 
like you to complete one survey relevant 
to yourself. They will be titled, Student, 
Member of Staff, and Community. Please 
make sure you complete the survey which is 
appropriate to you.

The surveys can be found on our website at 
www.alns.co.uk

I’d like to thank you in advance for taking the 
time to complete the survey and if you have 
any queries, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Zoe Sampson

Disability Access policy
We are T’s 4 u, a group of friends and 
students at ALNS who are taking part in 
a charity event called Faith in Football 
with Linvoy Primus. The aim is to raise 
money for the charity by setting up 
our own business. We are setting up a 
business related around T-shirt printing. 
We are looking for sponsors to help 
us with the purchase of T-shirts and 
materials. If you would like to help with 
a contribution we will incorporate your 
logo or slogan as part of our T-shirts.

If you have any inquiries or would like 
more information on this project please 
contact the school.

T’s for you


