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Shoot!
into your summer

GCSE Results 
BEST EVER FOR CLASS OF 2012

PLUS: PSSA NEWS, PREFECTS, PE REWARD TRIP, LINDA BRIXEY MEMORIAL, DANCE, OPEN MIC UK, MURDER DAY AND MORE!

SUMMER SCHOOL
SUCCESS AT ALNS

Sporting Success
NEWS AND REPORTS FROM THE PE DEPARTMENT



The last edition of Latitude was issued way back at the beginning of the summer term, well 
before you all enjoyed a now distant six week break!  Many things have happened since the 
last edition.  We’ve said farewell to the class of 2012 and welcomed the class of 2016!

This bumper edition of Latitude will show you all of the things that our students have been 
doing over the past 3 months both in and out of school, as well as celebrating our best exam 
results ever!  Enjoy!

     Zoe Sampson
     Editor

Welcome
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Monday 5th November Students back to school
Tuesday 6th November PSSA Meeting - 6pm School Meeting Room
Thursday 8th November Year 11 Highbury College Taster Days
Friday 9th November Year 9 Higher Education visits
Monday 12th November Year 11 Mock Exams
Tuesday 13th November Year 9 & 10 Science trip – Southampton
Wednesday 14th November Full Governors meeting - 6pm Information Centre
Friday 16th November Non Uniform Day – Children in Need
Monday 19th November Year 10 MFL Speaking Exam Week
Wednesday 21st November Year 9 Higher Education visit
Thursday 22nd November Year 12 Certificates Evening
Friday 23rd November PSSA Quiz Night
Monday 26th November Year 9 Higher Education visit
Friday 30th November INSET DAY
Monday 3rd December INSET DAY
Tuesday 4th December PSSA Meeting - 6pm School Meeting room
Wednesday 5th December Year 9 Higher Education visits
Thursday 6th December Year 11 Parents evening 4pm-7pm
Friday 7th December Year 7 German Day
 Year 9 Higher Education visit
Wednesday 12th December Full Governors meeting - Information Centre – 6 -7.30pm
Thursday 13th December Non Uniform Day
 Bizarre Bazaar
Friday 14th December Personal Development Day 4
Thursday 20th December Year 11 Highbury College taster day
 Performing Arts Evening 7-9pm
Friday 21st December Celebration Assemblies
 LAST DAY OF TERM

Students experience the thrill of sailing during the 
‘Shoot! into your summer’ summer school at ALNS.

ON THE COVER...

DIARY DATES: AUTUMN term

Congratulations!!!! – You have achieved the best results since Admiral 
Lord Nelson School began. There are loads of you celebrating 
individual success and lots of subjects attaining their best results ever.

Overall 96% of you achieved 5 or more A* to C grades meaning 192 
out of 200 of you reached this milestone.

68% of you achieved the Gold Standard so you had at least 5 A* to C 
grades including both English and Maths.

81% of all grades were between an A* to C.

These are all superb achievements so again congratulations to you 
and a massive thanks to all your parents and the staff involved in 
supporting you and helping you achieve all this.

Good luck in college or work, whatever you are now moving on to and 
we wish you every success in the future.

WELL DONE YEAR 11 - CLASS of 2012

ON THIS PAGE...
PE Reward Trip
In the last week of term, last school year 
the PE department ran a reward trip for the 
year 9 student who has shown excellent 
commitment to PE lessons & to representing 
ALNS in a range of different sporting activities. 
This year the trip was to the outdoor centre, 
where the students took part in a whole day 
of sailing. 

The day started well with all the students 
getting geared up for sailing and then getting 
on the water for the first attempt. They 
were towed out to the middle of Langstone 
Harbour, after a brief lesson on dry land, and 
let loose. It only took about 30seconds for the 
first capsize of the day and it was no surprise 
that it involved the boat crewed by Max Aris & 
Kane Goddard. But the champagne moment 
of the day was when Mr Fallick joined the boat 
of Lewis Sandy & James Wroe and within 5 
minutes, their boat was also upside down with 
Mr Fallick swimming – good work boys!  Mr 
Fallick was steaming as he was cold and wet 
and it still was only 10am. A great day was had 
by all and hopefully we will be running the trip 
this school year for the current year 9, so stay 
committed to PE lessons and school team and 
you will be rewarded. 



The quiz held on 15th June was won by a mixed staff and governor team, with the 
wooden spoon being awarded to a team of ex-students who still come along to support 
ALNS. 

We also had some other students attending with their families, and on this occasion 
the PSSA decided to let them select the subject areas they would like the proceeds to 

be donated to. We were delighted to 
make the donations on their behalf to 
Mathematics, History and Languages, 
who have told us the money will be used 
to benefit all students. We have also donated funds for some outside seating to be purchased.

The quiz held on 21st September made a total of £320 with a total of 12 teams in attendance, 
including a team made up of some of the New Year 11 prefects, who won the wooden spoon!  
We would like to extend our congratulations to Mr Addyman and the Maths department 
who fielded a team and the student representatives for the Media department who split the 
proceeds.  The next quiz is on the 23rd November
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LINDA BRIXEY MEMORIAL
The memorial garden for Linda Brixey was 
officially opened and dedicated on Tuesday 
17th July 2012 by the Headteacher, Steven 
Labedz.

The garden has been created to 
commemorate the work that Linda Brixey did 
at ALNS as a teacher, leader of the school and 
as a founder staff member of ALNS.  Linda 
sadly died in 2011 and the governors and 

school wanted a fitting and lasting memorial 
to her sited at the school.

The garden, which is on the school field, has 
been planted with six blossom trees and a 
magnolia and with a variety of wild flower 
beds.

The dedication was attended by members of 
Linda’s family; her sister and nieces and great 

niece! Members of staff and governors also 
attended to mark the occasion.

Mr Labedz thanked Mr Andrew Beecher for 
his efforts in planting the trees and ensuring 
they survived the ‘lovely’ summer conditions 
and he paid tribute to Linda and her legacy 
at ALNS.

Mrs Beecher

The PSSA would welcome any offers of help at events. We are a small 
group and sometimes find it difficult to attend all of the events and 
desperately need your help to ensure we can continue to support 
and develop the PSSA. Any help, just an hour would enable us to 
fulfil our diary for 2012/13. If you can offer any time please send your 
contact details to Jan Andrews janandrews0306@hotmail.co.uk.

The Community Fayre held on Saturday 
30th June was a great success, with all of us 
watching the heavens with fingers crossed. 
As it was several members actually caught 
the sun for the first time this year!  At this 
time the PSSA have not made final decisions 
on where the money we raised will be 
donated, but several staff have put forward 
worthwhile projects for consideration, and 
we will provide details in the next edition. 
 
We were delighted to welcome the Lord 
Mayor of Portsmouth who had a very 

enjoyable time, on a winning streak and very 
kindly re-donated prizes for future use. 

Our thanks to Mrs Hardingham for escorting 
him and to Miss Lucas for her sterling work 
assisting on refreshments and to all other 
staff who came along to support the event 
with their families. Hopefully next year we 
may find a willing staff member to go in the 
stocks!! A real crowd pleaser and a sure way 
of getting more 
student attendance.  
This year we were  

very pleased that some of our younger 
students came along with very enterprising 
ideas to raise funds, another area to build on 
and we hope more will support this next year. 

Finally huge thanks to friends and family 
of Committee members who, without their 
support this event would not have taken 
place. 

We are the prefects of 2012/2013!  This year we have loads of 
projects we’re aiming to set up and we’d love to have your full 
support.  The projects we are currently planning/setting up are: 
The radio project, Anti –bullying week, Team 7, and lots of more. 
All of which are going to benefit you and help our school to be the 
best it has ever been!  This year’s head boy and girl are Curtis Bligh 
and April Philips; they are the voices of our prefect team and as 
well as the rest of the team, are happy to help with anything you 
might need! If you want to contribute and give and any ideas of 
projects, big or small and anything that you think would be good, 
please don’t hesitate to come and find anyone of the Prefects!

PREFECTS

Is your child eligible for

Free School Meals?
If you are in receipt of benefits, you may be able to claim Free School 
Meals, School Uniform Grant and get assistance with travel to school. 
Application forms are available to download from the school website or 
alternatively, contact Julie Sabiston - Entitlement Officer at Portsmouth 
City Council on  02392 834962.

Eligible benefits include;

• Income support
• Income based job seekers allowance
• Income related employment and support allowance
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• Child Tax Credit
• State Pension Credit 



PARALYMPICS TRIP - MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER

This term saw the start of our inter tutor football competitions.  Year 7 was first on Wednesday 3rd October with over 90 students taking part.  Year 8 took 
place on Monday 8th October, year 9 on 15th October with year 10 to follow.

INTER TUTOR FOOTBALL COMPETITION

On Thursday 14th July the PE dept attended the Portsmouth School 
Sports Award ceremony, hosted by Portsmouth College.  This is where all 
competition trophies are awarded and runners up acknowledged from 
the numerous competitions that are entered into each academic year – 
needless to say, our trophy cabinet is over flowing from the awards that 
we won (again).

Points are awarded for entries to competitions – the more you enter, 
the more points gained – likewise by entering more than one team 
(to encourage participation) also gains more points. If you win, or 
are runners up – a higher number of points are awarded for these 
achievements.

SPORTING SUCCESS UPDATE... ALNS PE department make it 3 out of 3!!

On Monday 3rd September a small group of 
ALNS students made a trip to the Olympic Park 
to see the inspirational Paralympians in action.  
This was part of the Olympic Project that ran 
throughout 2011-12 and the students were 
lucky enough to win the tickets in the grand 
final draw at the end 

of the year – this was as a reward for continuing 
commitment to the Olympic Values in their 
lessons.

We had an early start, meeting at Fratton 
Station at 5.45am to make our way to London 

on the train – but no-one minded 
as we were all 

excited to 
get 

to the Park and see the fabled Olympic Stadium 
and witness the Paralympians in action.  We 
arrived at the Park in good time to get into the 
stadium for a 10.00 start to the Track & Field 
session.  During the 3 hour session we saw 
Paralympians of varied classification compete in 
the 100m, 400m, 800m and 1500m on the track.  
Field events taking place during our session 
included Long Jump, Shot Putt and Discus.

Throughout the sessions we were amazed 
at the athletic ability and determination of 
the athletes, not to mention the awesome 
atmosphere from the 80,000 people inside the 
Olympic Stadium (especially when Paralympics 

GB athletes were competing!).  We 
were also fortunate 

enough to  see 

a number of medal ceremonies take place – 
concluding with a goosebump-inducing Gold 
Medal Ceremony for GB athlete David Weir, 
with noise that had to be heard to be believed.  
At the end of the Athletics session we took a 
stroll around the  Olympic Park and took in all 
the venues where history has been made this 
summer.

The 4 students (Erykah Adams, Cara Stephens, 
Daniella Brain and Daniel Sibley) thoroughly 
enjoyed their day and 
were a credit to the 
school – a truly 
inspirational way 
to start the new 
school year!

Mr Morgan

On Tuesday 2nd October, Billy Blades, Rajal Khan, Steven Jones & Lucas Fuller 
(all from year 9) won the Portsmouth Schools under 16’s team championship, 
beating  Priory in the final who had a team full of year 11’s and who also won 
the Hampshire finals last year.   Big congratulations to them all.         Mr Stubbs

Table Tennis Champions

Year 7 results:
8th Place : O with 40 Points
7th Place : L with 50 Points
6th Place : V with 60 Points
5th Place : H with 70 Points
4th Place : N with 76 Points
3rd Place : S with 90 Points
2nd Place : A with 100 Points
1st Place : E with 110 Points

Year 8 results:
= 7th Place : 8S
= 7th Place : 8E
6th Place : 8O
5th Place : 8N
= 3rd Place : 8V
= 3rd Place : 8L
2nd Place : 8H
1st Place : 8A

Year 9 results:
8th Place : H with 4 Points 
6th Place : S  with 26  Points
6th Place : E with 26 Points
5th Place : A with 27 Points
4th Place : V with 32 Points
3rd Place : L with 34 Points
2nd Place : O with 38 Points
1st Place : N with 41 Points

The atmosphere at the games 
has been brilliant and with the 
weather less than perfect, a 
big thanks and congratulations 
to everyone who took part 
and came along to support 
the players. 

Mr Fallick and Mr Stubbs



The year 7 football team has made a great start to the session with 2 wins out of 2. 
The boys led by Tom Andrews, the captain, won their first game against Milton Cross 
4 – 3, after being 3-2 down at half time. Goals that day came from Kieran Moran-
Goodridge & Lewis Beale who scored two each. The second game saw a convincing 
winning performance when the boys beat City Boys 10-1. This was an excellent 
performance and the goals were shared around with Kieran getting another 3 and 
the others scorers were – Alex Andrews, Mason Roberts, 2 from the Tommie Key, 
Freddie Hobbs got 2 and another goal from Lewis Beale. Keep the hard work boys 
and remember ‘CLEAR EYES, FULL HEARTS, and CAN’T LOSE!!!!

I had the privilege to work in the Olympic village as a Games Maker for four amazing weeks. My 
job was to look after Team Gambia! Just some of the things I had to do was driving them around a 
very busy London, accompanying them to the Gambian High Commission and making sure they 
got to a BBC interview on time! The majority of the time I was in the Olympic village which meant 

I got to see and meet many athletes which included Usain Bolt. The village which was stunning, was 
a safe haven for the athletes, so I was unable 

to take photos or get autographs. The 
Gambian team was only small, six 
altogether. There were two athletes 
and they competed in the 100m 
men’s and women’s race. Suwaibou 
Sanneh was fantastic and beat the 
National record twice. Being in 
the Olympic stadium on ‘Super 
Saturday’ to watch the athletes 
run was a real honour and one 
I will never forget. Towards 
the end of the four weeks I 
brought the Gambian team 
to Portsmouth so that they 

could meet my family and visit 
Admiral Lord Nelson School. 

There were some staff, a Governor, ex-students and the local Gambian community 
who welcomed them. They thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the school and have 

given the school their Olympic Gambian flag as a gift. When we go to Gambia 
next Easter we hope to meet up with some of the team. 

Mrs Bulloch

YEAr 7 FOOTBALL

Our Very own Olympic Games Maker

So, Admiral Lord Nelson School had the Girls Teams coming first in the 
City and the Boys teams coming a close second to Priory.  Overall though, 
ALNS collected the large trophy that is proudly on display!!  Jess Terry, 
Megan Stevens and Daniella Brain represented ALNS’ sporting teams and 
were kept busy as they collected all the trophies.  The year 10 dancers 
also performed 2 dances for this event.

I cannot say a big enough Thank You to everyone involved for your 
continued involvement in allowing students to participate in the 
extra-curricular clubs – developing their skills to take us to victory – 
for the 3rd year in a row!!  Likewise – thank you to all tutors who have 
attended / supported our students as they engage in further sporting 
opportunities after school in the inter-tutor competitions.      Miss Brander

SPORTING SUCCESS UPDATE... ALNS PE department make it 3 out of 3!!

Japanese martial art of self-defence
A second junior class is now available on 
Friday evening 7pm, at Admiral Lord Nelson 
School in Portsmouth for juniors aged 7yrs 
to 16yrs. The class 
is taught by Sensei 
Richard Lewis 3rd 
Dan Yoshinkan 
Aikido instructor 
who has trained in 
the martial arts for 
over 30 years.

Yoshinkan Aikido is 
a Japanese martial 

art of self-defence. Learn to defend yourself by 
blending with an attackers power, dispersing 
his energy, and finally, throwing or controlling 
the attacker. 

In addition to aiding weight 
loss, increasing fitness and 
stamina, improving balance and 
developing self-confidence.

All Club Instructors have 
a minimum of 10 years’ 
experience, with Instructors 
having a minimum of 5 years’ 
experience. All hold governing 

body and internationally recognised 
qualifications, first aid qualifications, insurance 
and have been CRB checked, to ensure that 
you have a safe and qualified environment in 
which to learn the martial art of Aikido.

If you train at two classes per week (Sunday 
morning class also available), the avg. cost per 
session is only £1.88. First session is free. Come 
along and watch and/or take part in your 
first session for free. Family discounts are also 
available for more than one child attending 
classes. See website www.kenshinkai.org.uk 
for all information. NB: Kenshinkai Aikido is a 
“not for profit” organisation.

New Yoshinkan Aikido Junior Class at ALNS

YEAr 9 FOOTBALL
On a cold and very wet Friday afternoon our year 
9 boys took on Mayfield. It was hard game made 
worse due to the conditions. We took an early lead 
through Thomas Ward and held on until about 6 
minutes left. Mayfield countered and scored on 
the break. It came down to Kane Beale winning a 
corner in the last 20 seconds and Harry Bedford 
swinging the ball into the box and up rose Kieron 
Griffin to head in an injury time winner.



Dance Leaders visit 
Copnor Infant School 
On Friday 22nd June some of our Year 8 
students visited Copnor Infant school to 
lead their Year 2 students in an Indian style 
Dance.  Teigan Cush, Ellie Middleton, Olivia 
Roberts, Amber Toman, Marnie Winter, 
Paige Anderson, Amber Cosgrove, Pheobe 
Garnett and Megan Burnett had come 
back after school to create their very 
own Indian Dance performance that 
they could then teach to the classes 
of year 2 students.  The girls worked 
incredibly hard as they had to try to 
make sure the Dance was fun and 
challenging for the students they 
would be teaching.

Our girls led the sessions with amazing 
enthusiasm and fantastic energy.  By 
the last session even teachers were 
coming out of class to join in with the 
Dance as well as they had heard that 
it was so good!  Our ALNS girls are all 
in year 8 and despite being one of our 
younger year groups they demonstrated 
they have exceptional leadership qualities.  
They motivated all of the Year 2 students 
to create brilliant performances and be 

fully engaged with the Dance they were 
learning.  They had such a positive impact 
on the Year 2’s that even at break time our 
ALNS girls were leading playground games 
for their students helping them enjoy 
being active and have fun!

Our girls were brilliant and are wonderful 
role models for other students and 
aspiring young leaders.  Very well done!

Miss Cooper

 On 2nd October, the year 11 GCSE food 
technology class took part in an inter-

class pizza making competition. 

All of the students showed 
a high level of skill and 

creativity to make some 
very interesting and 

tasty pizzas.

Mr. Ball judged the competition and awarded 
first place to Lucas Morton, who had made an 
incredible pizza with 4 layers of dough! 

Without a doubt, this pizza could easily 
have featured on Man Vs Food! Well done to 
everyone who  
took part.

Man Vs Food STYLE Pizza wins! 

Admiral Lord Nelson 
School has been 
designated as a 
Roland Champion 
School (RCS) for 

2012/13. Roland 
UK is one of the 
country’s leading 
manufacturers of 
music and video 

technologies. As a 
RCS, we are able to 

pass on the preferential 
pricing for any items 

from the Roland range of 
music and video products 
to parents and students at 
our school. These include 
digital pianos (from £735), 
electric drum kits (from 
£500), numerous amplifiers 

(from £75), synthesisers (from 
£470), the full range of Boss 
guitar effects and much more 
besides.  For full details of the 
Roland product range please 
visit their websites at  
www.roland.co.uk and  
http://www.
rolandsystemgroup.
co.uk/. 

UCan Play manages 
the Roland Champion 
School initiative on behalf 
of Roland UK. The Managing 
Director of UCan Play is Dr 
Jonathan Savage. He would 
welcome your enquires and 
will be able to give you formal 
quotations for any items 
you may wish to purchase. 

All items purchased will be 
shipped to you from Roland 
UK and will include a full 
manufacturer warranty.

Jonathan can be contacted 
on jonathan@ucan.
tv or on 07825 
522104. To access 
the preferential 

pricing associated 
with our RCS status, 

which is well below retail 
pricing; he will need to 
know your child’s name and 
school prior to issue formal 
quotations for any music or 
video technologies. Jonathan 
will be able to answer any 
further questions you have 
about the initiative. 

Roland Champion School:
Parents and Students

On Tuesday 2nd October the year 11 BTEC class 
were involved in a workshop led by Rambert 
Dance Company. The students were very lucky as 
normally this workshop would cost approximately 
£500. On this occasion, Miss Barton had 
entered a competition through Edexcel to win a 
workshop for free which was designed to try and 
promote contemporary dance to the students. 
Predominantly the class are involved in a local 
hip hop crew called Most Wanted so this was a 
real challenge for them.  The day started with the 
teacher Justine Reeves, formally a dancer with 
Rambert teaching the students a contemporary 
warm up and doing a technique class. They then 
had the opportunity to look at some professional 
repertoire from a Rambert piece called A Linha 
Curva which is a Samba based performance 
which is a high energy Brazilian piece based 
around showing off. The students picked up the 
choreography with amazing ease and were soon 
showing Miss Barton and Mrs Woodall Jones 
some new moves! It was a fantastic experience 
for the students involved and the workshop 
has helped to change their perceptions of 
contemporary dance.  The head of Edexcel was 
very impressed with the commitment shown in 
the class and the students will now be featured on 
the Edexcel  website. 

RAMBERT DANCE 
COMPANY



Man Vs Food STYLE Pizza wins! 

Jess Terry is a regional fiFInalist in Open Mic UK! 
Open Mic UK is a National 
Competition for singers and 
solo acts.  There are prizes of 
recording studio time, vocal 
coaching and the chance to take 
part in the National Grand Final at 
the O2 in London for £5000 and a 
recording contract.

‘On Sunday 2nd September, I 
auditioned along with other 
hopeful singers in the under 
16 category at Ferneham Hall, 
Fareham in front of judges from 
the music industry.  There were 
over 100 singers invited to 
audition from all over the South, 
so to try and stand out from the 
others I decided to take my guitar 
and perform a mash up of several 

different songs 
to showcase 

all that I 

could do.  It went well, the judges 
seemed to like it as some of them 
were moving along to the music! 
With 100 auditions taking place 
there was a long wait but it was a 
good opportunity to get to know 
a lot of the other performers.  
After what seemed like forever, 
the time came to find out if our 
auditions had been successful – I 
was happy I got through to the 
regional finals.

There were 26 of us in the 
regional final held at Ferneham 
Hall, Fareham on Sunday 7th 
October all familiar faces from 
the auditions.  When we were led 
through for our sound checks, 
the staging, the professional 
lighting/sound system, the crew, 
the producer and presenter, the 
cameraman and photographer 
– not to mention the judges 
who would all be sat in the a 
row facing the stage just like you 
see on TV on the XFactor and 

Britain’s got Talent – I realised 
this competition had suddenly 

become very real and I had a 
fantastic opportunity.

Sound checks all completed, the 
performers were sent backstage 
while the audience arrived and 
filled the venue to capacity.  You 
could hear the buzz from the 
audience and the excitement was 
building up.  The performers were 
practicing, resting their voices or 
tuning up waiting for the chance 
to go on stage and impress the 
judges and make our family and 
friends proud.

We knew we were going to be 
judged on our vocal ability, 
image, performance, originality 
and star quality.  You could take a 
backing track and accompanying 
musician or play an instrument 
yourself. I decided to take my 
guitar and perform my acoustic 
version of Earthquake by 
Labrinth. 

I heard my name being 
announced by the presenter 
and made my way to the stage. I 
couldn’t see my family and friends 
because of the stage lighting but 
I could certainly hear them!

I felt my performance went well.  
All the performers were really 
good and the judges said they 
found it very hard to make their 
decision.  There was no way the 
judges could take everyone they 
wanted and I just missed out on 
a place to go straight to the Area 
finals.

It isn’t completely over for me yet 
though – I now have the chance 
to be voted in as the wildcard 
entrant by public text vote. I 
would love to get that final spot 
in the Area Finals and perform 
again on stage; the experience is 
making me better each time as 
you learn from others and take 
advice from the judges.

It would be fantastic to get the 
opportunity to perform again and 
try to get a place in the National 
Grand Final at The O2 in London 
early next year so I hope I get 
enough votes!

ALUMNI
Dan Furmedge
I was in the second 
cohort of students 
through ALNS from 
1996-2001. During 
my time at the 
school I witnessed 
the Queen’s opening 

visit, and got to sit on a table 
with her. I was head boy from 
2000-2001 and would probably 
have been described as one of 
the geekier students (by quite a 
way!). After school I wanted to be 
a teacher but during my A-levels 
at Havant College had a change of 
heart. Now I am a medical doctor 
working in London. I have recently 
been lucky enough to work at 
the London Marathon and the 
Olympics. In addition to doctoring, 
I also work at UCL medical school 
doing lots of teaching and some 
research.

Rea Forbes
My name is Miss 
Forbes. As you know 
I now work at ALNS, 
however I am an ex 
student and previous 
head girl of my year 
group in 2007-2008. 

Since leaving school I attended 
Portsmouth College for 2 years, 
studying A Levels in Sociology, 

Psychology and Critical Thinking. 
I didn’t go on to university as I 
decided that it wasn’t the right 
path for me.

I then went into full time work 
as a waitress whilst looking for 
something more rewarding. Whilst 
at this job Miss James approached 
me and told me about a vacancy 
that had come up at ALNS as a 
learning support assistant, she 
knew that working with teenagers 
was something that I have always 
wanted to do, so I went for the job 
and got it.

During my first year as a learning 
support assistant I have managed 
to achieve great success with 
the students I have worked with, 
providing them with the support 
they need and helping them to 
achieve the best of their abilities. 
I find this job very satisfying and 
rewarding with the different 
challenges I face each day. 
In October this year I am going 
to Ethiopia with an organisation 
called the Cred Foundation to do 
voluntary work, in a kindergarten 
and an after school play scheme. 
I am hoping to expand my 
knowledge of different cultures 
and lifestyles and get experience 
of working with younger, less 

fortunate children. This is an 
opportunity of a life time for me.
I will feed back in the next addition 
of latitude on how I got on.

Charlotte Pearson
I left Admiral in 2002 
with 10 GCSEs, eight 
Bs and two Cs. I went 
on to do A-Levels at 
Portsmouth College 
in Film Studies, Media 
Studies and English 

Language. Then went to the 
University of Winchester and got a 
BA Hons degree in Media and Film 
Studies. 

Ever since school I wanted to be a 
journalist, especially after English 
teacher Mrs Beecher suggested 
after a creative writer project that 
I should think about being one, 
so through college, uni and even 
in work I would freelance to local 
magazines and papers.

After uni I got a job at a call 
centre and then a publishers in 
Chichester, which I loved but they 
off-shored work to the Philippines 
and my department was made 
redundant. 

However, because of this I got 
the money I needed to do an 

intense 20 week journalism course 
at Highbury College, it was the 
hardest most stressful 20 weeks of 
my life but well worth it as within a 
month of finishing the course I got 
a job at a local newspaper based 
in Sussex. I have been working 
as a full-time journalist for over a 
year and I love it. I get to meet 
interesting people and no two days 
are ever the same.

Jake Briscoe
I am Jake Briscoe; 
I left ALNS in the 
year of 2009. Once 
leaving I went on to 
complete a ‘Level 3 
Ext National Diploma 
in Engineering’ at 

South Downs College before 
gaining one of the six places 
available as an Apprentice 
Weapons Engineer with the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD). This 
was a proud moment as I then 
found out that over 250 people 
had applied for this role. 

After a year working there I have 
completed my first year in higher 
education funded for by the MoD 
and have also gained prizes in 
competitions across the country 
regarding my skills in machining 
and engineering.

Tuesday 11th September
The ALNS Garden Club won the Silver Guilt Award for their work in Katrina’s Garden. Daniel Mason 
and Robbie Wignall collected the Award from the Lord Mayor who said that the judges were 
impressed with the students work in the garden and the variety of fruit and vegetables grown. 

PORTSMOUTH IN BLOOM AWARDS



SHOOT! INTO YOUR SUMMER

On Monday 8th October 2012, 30 Year 9 students went to the Historic Dockyard for a 
trip organised by BAE Systems. 

When we got there we watched an 
opening play where we learnt about 
the sorts of technologies that BAE are 
developing and using, like infra-red 
cameras, and other technologies being 
developed, like real invisibility cloaks!

The first activity we did was to programme 
small robots to go through a maze using 
a laptop. This made us realise the work 
engineers do when they have to test 

models and if they don’t work they have 
to change things and test them again. Our group didn’t get that far but some of 
the other groups managed to get all the way 
around the course.

Then we went to the next activity which was 
to design an invention that used sensory 
technology (like pressure or heat sensors). 
Most girls designed things like talking 
wardrobes but there were lots of other ideas 
which were quite good.

After this we went for a tour around one of the 
Dockyard’s museums where we learnt about some of the ships in the Dockyard and 
a bit of the history about Admiral Lord Nelson and the battle of Trafalgar.

It was a great day and we all learnt loads about Science and Engineering!

By Emma Chivers 9O and Poppy Bedford 9E

Science Trip to Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard 

The whole of year 9 went into police mode last 
month. Within their personal development 
curriculum it was time to turn into Inspector 
Clouseau. Using all their independent enquiring, 
team worker and effective participators skills the 
students spent the day gaining clues, analysing 
results and concluding who killed Mr Labedz

The aim is to give students the whole day to focus on 
an imaginative task. Universities report that forensic 
science is becoming an increasingly popular area of 
study, adding kudos to the hitherto declining post-16 
take-up of Maths and Science. This, together 
with training for the world of work 
where you have to expect 
the unexpected, makes 
the Murder Day 
something special.

‘The Students loved 
it and thanks to all 
the staff for their hard 
work they were engaged 
all day, they were proper 
Bobbies!’ said head of year 
Mr Robins.

MURDER DAY AT ALNS

If either parent is in the armed forces, you may 
have already received a message through your 
workplace regarding additional funding for 
schools which is to be allocated for each child 
who is registered as having at least one parent 
in the armed forces on the Annual Schools 
Census on 20th January.  

Please can I urge any families where at least 
one parent is in the armed forces to contact 
us at school to check that our records are up 
to date. A phone call to reception or e-mail to 
soswald@alns.co.uk  will suffice. 

Important message 
for Parents in the 
armed forces

Shoot! into your summer ran in the first two 
weeks of August.  It was a summer school with 
a difference.  25 students who would be coming 
to ALNS in September attended a two week 
programme which was designed to support 
their smooth transition into ALNS and help 
them to feel more confident about coming into 
school.  Activities were designed to develop 
team building and cookery skills whilst trips 

were offered to make sure their summer was 
full of fun and they even got to design and 
paint their very own graffiti wall!

Funding came from the Department for 
Education who have just recently announced 
that they will be releasing further funding to 
enable us to run Shoot! again next year.


