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PE Reward Trip

Summer of Sport 
CATCH UP ON OUR SPORTS REPORTS AND RESULTS

Photography
MR STYLLIS SHARES HIS KNOWLEDGE 

PLUS: ENVIRONMENTAL WORK,  KARL RUDZIAK,  ANIMAL AID, SHOOT!, D OF E, FARM VISIT AND MORE 

at the Portsmouth Outdoor Centre

Another Successful Year 9



Welcome to another new year at ALNS.  We have seen a lot 
of changes since the last edition of Latitude – a change in 
leadership, a new cohort of students and we said good bye and 
good luck to another year group, the class of 2014!

I hope that you are as excited for the coming year as I am and 
I look forward to being able to celebrate and promote the 
fabulous work that our students do both in and out of school in 
this magazine.

In this edition, we’ll take a look back at the end of the last 
academic year and showcase some of the amazing work that our 
students have produced.

Mrs Hardingham – Acting Head teacher

Welcome to Latitude

	 Thursday	27th	November	 Year	12	Certificates	Evening	4.45-5.30pm
	 Monday	17th	November	 Year	11	Mock	Exam’s	continue
 Friday 21st November Children in need lunchtime charity event
	 Tuesday	25th	November	 Awards	Evening
	 Wednesday	26th	November	 Governors	–	Academy	Steering	Group	5.30-Information	Centre
	 Friday	28th	November	 INSET	Day	–	School	closed	to	students
	 Monday	1st	December	 INSET	Day	–	School	closed	to	students
	 	 Year	10	English	Writing	controlled	assessment	week
	 Wednesday	10th	December	 Governors	–	Finance	&	Estates	5pm	Information	Centre
  Governors – Human Resources 6pm Information Centre
	 Thursday	4th	December	 Year	11	Parents	Evening
	 Monday	8th	December	 Year	10	MFL	Speaking	Exam	week
	 	 Year	10	English	Writing	controlled	assessment	week
 Friday 12th December PD Day 4
  Friends of ALNS Quiz Night
	 Wednesday	17th	December	 Governors	–	Curriculum	&	Standards	5.30pm	Information	Centre
	 	 Non-Uniform	Day
  Bizarre Bazaar
	 Thursday	18th	December	 Performing	Arts	Evening
 Friday 19th December Celebration Assemblies
  Last day of term
	 Monday	5th	January	 All	students	return	to	school
	 Thursday	8th	January	 Year	10	Parents	Evening
	 Thursday	15th	January	 Friends	of	ALNS	Meeting	6pm	Information	Centre
	 Wednesday	21st	January	 Governors	–	Academy	Steering	Group	5.30pm	Information	Centre
	 Friday	23rd	January	 Friends	of	ALNS	Quiz	Night
	 Wednesday	28th	January	 Governors	–	Human	Resources	5.30pm	Information	Centre	
	 	 Governors	–	Finance	&	Estates	6.30pm	Information	Centre
	 Thursday	29th	January	 Year	9	Parents	Evening
	 Friday	30th	January		 An	evening	with	Jenny	Docherty	7.30pm-9.30pm
	 Monday	2nd	February	 UNICEF	RRSA	Week
	 Tuesday	3rd	February	 UNICEF	Day	for	Change
	 	 Non-Uniform	Day
	 Wednesday	4th	February	 INSET	Day	–	School	closed	to	students
	 Thursday	5th	February	 Friends	of	ALNS	Meeting	6pm	Information	Centre
	 	 Year	9-11	Intermediate	Maths	Challenge
	 	 Key	Stage	4	Curriculum	Evening	6.30pm
	 Wednesday	11th	February	 Governors	–	Curriculum	&	Standards	5.30pm	Information	Centre
	 Thursday	12th	February	 PD	Day	5
	 Friday	13th	February	 PD	Day	6
	 	 Last	day	of	half-term
	 Monday	23rd	February	 All	students	return	to	school
	 	 Year	11	Mock	Exams	
	 	 Year	10	English	Language	controlled	assessment	week
	 Wednesday	25th	February	 Mentoring	Day
	 Monday	2nd	March	 Year	11	Mock	Exams
	 	 Year	10	English	Language	Reading	controlled	assessment	week
 Wednesday 4th March  Full Governing Body Meeting 6pm Information Centre
	 Thursday	5th	March	 Friends	of	ALNS	Meeting	6pm	Information	Centre
	 Tuesday	10th	March	 PD	7	Years	7-10	Winter	Sports	Day,	Year	11	Prep	for	Exams
	 Wednesday	11th	March		 Governors	–	Academy	Steering	Group	5.30pm	Information	Centre
	 	 Governors	–	Pay	&	Conditions	6.30pm	Information	Centre
	 Thursday	12th	March	 Year	8	Parents	Evening
	 Monday	16th	March	 Year	10	MFL	Speaking	Exams	week
	 Wednesday	18th	March	 Governors	–	Finance	&	Estates	5.30pm	Information	Centre
	 	 Governors	–	Human	Resources	6.30pm	Information	Centre
 Friday 20th March Friends of ALNS Quiz Night
 Thursday 26th March PD Day 8
	 Friday	27th	March	 Non	Uniform	Day
	 Monday	30th	March	 School	Production	Week	7.30pm	
	 Wednesday	1st	April	 Governors	–	Curriculum	&	Standards	5.30pm	Information	Centre
 Thursday 2nd April Last day of term
	 Monday	20th	April	 INSET	DAY	–	School	closed	to	students
 Tuesday 21st April All students return to school

ALNS	Environmental	Work	Wins	Award
A	team	of	five	Year	10	ALNS	students,	as	part	of	their	Duke	of	Edinburgh	Award	Community	project,	gave	up	their	free	time	over	13	
weeks to renovate the school’s wild garden.

From February through to May this year, the team completed a number of tasks:
•	 Clearing the existing pond and surroundings of weeds and brambles
•	 Repairing	and	re-roofing	the	Shed	and	re-painting	all	the	structural	woodwork
•	 Building	a	new	bridge	over	the	stream	and	constructing	a	new	brick-built	barbecue
•	 Managing the school’s willow beds and wild willow trees through pruning and 

felling of trees.

Their efforts have been recognised at the annual “Portsmouth in Bloom” 
ceremony	with	the	award	of	a	Silver	Medal	for	their	Environmental	work.
Well	done	to	Oliver	Bloor,	Brad	Mellor,	Daniel	Cannon,	James	Kelly	and	
Oliver Crowther. Mr Beecher

Dates fortheDiary:
Autumn & Spring
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As	part	of	their	commitment	to	raising	money	for	charity,	supported	by	their	tutor,	Mr	Styllis,	9A	raised	£205	for	the	Portsmouth	
Downs Syndrome Association.  Students were given the option to donate to a charity of their choice and chose the Downs 
Syndrome Association Footprints Charity as it had supported a tutee’s family in the past.

The students raised the money by helping out around the home and carrying out chores for friends and family.

They received a letter of thanks from Footprints and plan to repeat their fundraising event this year.
Mr Styllis

9A Raise Money for a Good Cause

Fair-trade	fortnight	was	celebrated	by	Year	7	
who	cooked	pancakes	which	were	filled	with	
fair-trade	bananas	kindly	supplied	by	Sainsburys.	
They	also	learned	about	other	fair-trade	
products (supplied by Sainsburys) and what 
fair-trading	involves.	They	looked	at	the	climate	
in different countries and which countries 
produce	the	different	fair-trade	products.

You see that girl with tattoos and piercings covering her body as if it were a 
canvas? She’s got an ill mum in hospital. You see that boy, smoking at the age 
of	15?	He	is	an	A*	student.	You	see	that	pregnant	girl,	just	17?	She	was	raped.
Society	takes	the	image	of	a	teen	and	instantly	judges	them.	Does	the	way	
someone looks automatically decide their future, their past, their way of life, 
the way they are? Of course not. Right? Well, others disagree.
People may not have a perfect life like you. So they deal with it in different 
ways. 
Teenage minds are the new generation, the new way of life. Someone in 
that generation will be your prime minister, the person who saves a family 
member’s life, the person who will look after you in old age. So, don’t think 
all teens are bad and rude. Surely that makes you the bad and rude one?
92%	of	teens	are	judged	by	society	on	a	day	to	day	basis.	You	don’t	know	
what secrets, what amazing ideas are hidden in those young, fresh brains. You 
don’t know. And why would they tell you when you push them so far into 
the dirt that they can’t speak. I thought we were a free country to do and to 
be what we want? So why are you taking that away from them?
Not all teens are bad. 
Eliza	Fewings
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A group Year 9 students were selected to 
represent Admiral Lord Nelson School 
and	take	part	in	a	mural	project	around	
the hoardings of the new Ben Ainslie 
Racing base on Spice Island in Portsmouth. 
Students painted a large ship as a team and 
then smaller ships of their choice to create 
a vibrant and interesting large scale mural.

The	painting	party	were	joined	by	sailors	
from the Ben Ainslie Racing Team, who 
worked with the students to depict some of 
the iconic 
  images of the 

         Solent.

Sir Ben Ainslie and Sir 
Keith Mills (chairman of the 
1851	Trust)	visited	the	Art	
Project	with	the	Minister	
for Portsmouth, Matthew 
Hancock, and other trustees 
and Board members of Ben 
Ainslie Racing. Students were 
interviewed and photographed 
as part of the event, which 
later on, was  then recorded 
on the BBC news!

Students had a great day 
painting and being part of an 
event that will be a huge part 
of Portsmouth’s history.

Miss James

Photography
At the start of our new 
project	of	portraiture	in	Art,	

Mr Styllis came in to teach us 
about Photography and how to 

create effect. He showed us some 
of his own photography and had 
us talk about the types of lighting 
he’d	used,	natural	or	artificial,	
and how it adapted the image. 
He also explained how different angles and backgrounds can draw attention 

to or distract from certain parts of the portrait. We had to mind map all of 
the words we’d associate with portraiture and share all of our different 

opinions and perspectives of each photo he showed us. Afterwards we 
went off in partners and experimented with what he had taught us, 

trying different angles and lighting, focusing on the whole face or 
zooming into individual sections and getting used to using the camera 
differently. We then looked a few of each other’s and evaluated what 
could be improved in them and what we need to work on overall. 
I think this really allowed us all to consider things when taking our 
photos	for	the	rest	of	the	project.	We	realised	how	certain	things	

can completely change an image 
and so can take time focusing 
on these when taking portraits. 
I	really	enjoyed	the	lesson	as	it	
was different to have a speaker 
teach us about something he was 
passionate about. 

Before	I	had	my	first	friend,	my	life	had	been	filled	with	name-
calling and sadness. My world had been like a dark cloud was 
above	me,	and	everywhere	else	was	filled	the	rays	of	the	sun.	It	
didn’t help that I wasn’t the greatest sight to see. My dull, brittle, 
tangled hair, my freckles and glasses wasn’t the best look on me. 
My eyes were swamp green and my skin was the lightest colour 
I had ever seen.

Every	day,	when	the	bell	rang	at	the	end	of	school,	I	had	to	run	
home	to	make	sure	I	wasn’t	showered	in	insults,	name-calling,	
punches and kicks. One day, the door was locked, and I had left my 
key inside. So, I ran to the local park – the only place I could go. 

Once I had arrived at the local park, I saw the trees pointing me 
to the perfect place to hide – under the slide. I quickly crawled 
under the slide, holding my bag tightly for protection. After two 
long, painful minutes, a small girl with blonde hair came under 
the slide and told me they had all gone. But when I came out 
from	the	slide,	I	realised	they	had	gone.	The	first	time	someone	
my age had helped me. Then I had realised something about this 
mysterious girl. She was a kind, generous girl and was a girl from 
my school. We chatted, laughed and cried together. I now know I 
had something more important than beauty, a friend that would 
always stick by my side – a friend.  

Emma Whittenham

‘Alone’

The	Friends	of	ALNS	continue	to	be	a	force	for	good	within	school,	organising	events	which	raise	funds	to	support	curriculum	projects	
and offering assistance in school to help with the Accelerated Reader scheme as well as providing refreshments at parent’s evenings.

Quiz nights are held in school once a term.  The latest quiz on the 19th September was won by Team 8 who were awarded the 
Friends of ALNS Quiz Winners trophy!

Our committee meets in school, on a Thursday evening every other month and we discuss plans for future fundraising events and 
ways	to	support	projects	within	school.

We	have	already	started	planning	for	the	2015	ALNS	Summer	Fayre	and	
have	early-bird	pitches	available	to	book	for	stall	holders	which	are	being	
snapped up fast!  Next years’ event is looking to be the biggest one yet!

We	are	currently	looking	for	volunteers	–	either	to	join	our	committee	or	
to	help	out	at	our	events,	we	don’t	expect	much	of	a	commitment,	just	as	
much time as you are able to give us!

If you would like to be involved with Friends of ALNS or would like to 
know	more	about	our	events,	please	contact	our	Chair,	Janice	Andrews	
janandrews0306@hotmail.com	or	Steve	Johnson	sjohnson@alns.co.uk	
02392	369133

Friends

‘  It was really 
awesome 
to have the 
opportunity 
to be part of 
something that 
will be so good 
on the day, 
Also I’ve never 
done anything 
like this before 
and it was nice 
to have the 
chance to try 
a new type of 
art.’

Serena Wild

1851Trust
LaunchDayArt Project

ofALNS

Workshop
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Karl Rudziak
                   

 inspires again
 in

 2014!

On the 24th September, the 
year	10	GCSE	Food	Technology	
students had a visitor in from 
Animal Aid to discuss the reasons 
why people become vegetarian or 
vegan, animal welfare and
 nutritional considerations. After 
some hard hitting videos and 
images, they were treated to a 

cookery demonstration and tasting 
session where students were able 
to sample a vegan chilli con carne 
made	with	TVP	(textured	vegetable	
protein) mince. Students were all 
pleasantly surprised that it actually 
didn’t taste that different from a 
meat version and went back for 
more!!    
Mrs Martin, Food Technology Teacher  

Karl Rudziak has been an inspiration to year 11 for the second year running. Two workshops were run on 2nd October  where Karl 
demonstrated how he starts his portraits and how he develops his work. Students were able to ask questions about the Karl’s work, 
his	techniques,	inspiration	and	for	helpful	hints.	This	year	Karl	had	2	subjects	to	paint-Mrs	Hardingham,	our	Head	teacher	and	our	
Design	Technician,	Sarah.	Karl	interviewed	both	subjects	and	took	photos	before	the	day	and	then	explained	to	the	students	what	to	
look for the types of photos to take.

These portraits by Karl Rudziak are the outcomes produced from last years workshop however, what was even better was that they 
became part of Karl’s exhibition at the Guildhall.

The Design Department and the Year 11 Art students would like to say a huge thank 
you to Karl for his time, which is greatly appreciated. The students now have the 
difficult	job	of	producing	a	portrait	painting	for	their	coursework	and	Karl	will	be	
back to see their work at a later date.

If you would like to see Karl paintings  in progress as he works on them then you can 
visit	Karl’s	twitter	page	on-https://twitter.com/RudziakArt

Miss James

National Women																				in	Engineering	Day                                As a Design faculty we felt it was important for students to 
be	aware	of	future	careers	and	jobs	that	are	available	to	them	and	make	them	
aware	of	the	links	between	our	subjects	as	well	as	Science	and	Maths.

A small group of students in year 9 attended 2 talks by 
professionals which inspired, gave valuable information and careers. 

Thank you to both Natalia and Becky for their time.
Miss James

Animal Aid
The	Woman’s	Engineering	
Society’s aim this year was to focus attention on 
the great opportunities for women in engineering, 
at a time when it has never been more important 
to address the engineering skills shortage. 

The	idea	behind	National	Women	in	Engineering	
Day is to encourage girls into engineering careers, 
increasing	diversity	and	future	job	opportunities.

visits ALNS
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Friday	July	4th	saw	20	ALNS	year	9	sports	leaders	take	the	lead	at	the	Primary	Schools	football	tournament	held	
at GOALS.  The students delivered mini coaching sessions on a carousal to the local primary school students 
with great success. They had designed their own drills and provided feedback and basic coaching to the 
students in their sessions.

Following on from a much needed water break, the 
leaders	officiated	the	numerous	games	held	on	their	allocated	
pitches.
After	2	hours	of	coaching	and	officiating,	the	tournament	
was rounded off by a presentation to the group winners of the 
tournament and all staff and students were thanked for their hard 
work and efforts.

Miss Brander & Mr Morgan would like to say a big “well done” to all year 9 
students involved.  

If you would like to get involved and help out at the many events held across the 
city	–	please	speak	to	a	member	of	the	PE	department.

Year 9 Footballers 

Following on from a training day at the 
Mountbatten Centre, Isabelle Amour, 
Alfie	Keeler,	Michael	Kilford,	Molly	
Knight, Robert Taw, Alastair Thompson, 
Max	Truscott,	Libby	Jenkins	&	Michael	
Woolridge were selected to represent 
Portsmouth	as	an	official	leader	at

the primary school games.  They were 
allocated roles & helped to run & 
officiate	in	the	Rounders	and	Football	
competitions.  This was a great day of 
sport across Hampshire with over 2,000 
participants competing for their regional 
area against all others in Hampshire and 

then repeated on Saturday the 22nd of 
June	for	students	of	secondary	school	age.		

If you want to be a leader or be involved 
in helping out at sporting events – please 
speak	to	a	member	of	the	PE	department	
– there are many opportunities available 
so don’t miss out!

ALNS Leads at the

Rounders 
This	summer,	the	PE	department	ran	4	events	for	Year	7	&	8	students	to	
put their skills to the test against the others in their year group.  Year 7 
Rounders was won by 7S – and yes, even though Mr Stubbs is their tutor, 
the games were all played in great spirit with fair play and full rules being 
observed	throughout.		The	Year	8	title	went	to	8S	who	played	against	5	
other combined tutor groups.  The sun was shining and contributed to 
both	events	making	the	PE	department	very	proud	of	the	level	of	ability	&	
understanding of the rules and game play that the students exhibited.

Inter Tutor

Participation	&	engagement	at	the	extra-curricular	
rounder’s club this year has been more than pleasing.  
Students were presented with the opportunity to  
put their skills to the test in the annual rounders 
tournament hosted by PHS at Southsea Common.  
The	sun	shone	as	they	took	to	the	field	of	play	and	
competed against fellow Portsmouth Schools.
Summary of results;
Yr	7	-	ALNS	lost	to	St	Johns	and	PHS
Yr 8 –ALNS won against Charter Academy, drew 
with	Mayfield	&	lost	to	Mayville	&	PHS.
Yr 9 – ALNS drew with PHS & Mayville

Rounders

YEAR 8	–	ALNS	v	MAYFIELD		
Coach	–	MR	STUBBS
After	a	2-2	draw	(both	goals	scored	by	Kieran	M-Goodridge)	and	extra	
time it went to penalties…
ALNS	scored	all	7	penalties	and	then	Mayfield’s	player	7th	player	
stepped up… Kicking the ball wide.
YEAR	8	boys	are	the	
PORTSMOUTH SCHOOLS CUP CHAMPIONS 2014!!!

YEAR 10	–	ALNS	–	v	St	EDMUNDS		
Coach – MR FALLICK
A	solid	team	performance	saw	the	team	come	out	on	top	winning	4-0	
– Tommy Scutt, Bradley Hayward, an own goal and a Thomas Ward free 
kick secured their title of
YEAR 10 PORTSMOUTH SCHOOLS CUP CHAMPIONS 2014!!!

FootballResults

ALNS	win	again	for	the	5th	year	in	a	row!	The	team	of	Billy	Blades,	Rajal	
Khan,	Steven	Jones	and	Kane	Beale	won	the	Portsmouth	Schools	team	
table Tennis Competition again and will represent the school and the City 
in the Hampshire School competition in November. The boys proved 
too	strong	for	the	rest	of	the	schools	beating	Priory	in	the	final	7-1.	Well	
done	boys	and	let’s	hope	you	can	finally	add	the	Hampshire	title	to	the	
list of your achievements.

Year 9 – 11

ALNS did very well in this competition as well, showing that we have a great deal of strength in depth in the sport of Table Tennis. 
The	team	of	Kieran	Moore,	Henry	Jones,	Ronnie	Clark	and	Chad	Cornwell	played	some	great	Table	Tennis	reaching	the	final	against	
Portsmouth	Grammar	School	with	ease.	However,	the	boys	lost	5-3	in	the	final.	Well	done	a	great	effort!

Another successful 
Year	9	PE	reward	
trip took place 
at Portsmouth 

Outdoor 
Centre. As 
soon as the 

students arrived 
they got all 

of their sailing 
gear on ready 

for action. The 
weather was not on 

the students side as the 
wind	was	force	5,	which	

meant they could not sail. The 
students were split into 2 groups 

and instead did a session on raft building 
and the other on Kayaking. The Kayaking 
proved	quiet	difficult	as	the	wind	kept	
forcing the kayaks into the banks but the 
students kept working hard and eventually 
succeeded in getting the Kayaks going in 
the right direction. The Raft building on the 
other	hand	did	not	go	so	well	-	when	they	
were launched on the water anyway! The 
building	part	went	fine	however,	as	soon	
as they got on the water the students 
found that their knots were not as good as 
they thought as the rafts fell apart and the 
students were swimming instead!!  Well 
done to everyone that took part, it was a 
very	enjoyable	day.

Mr Stubbs

Year	9	PE

OurSummer
of  sport

Tournaments

Hampshire Youth Games

Basketball
The	inter-tutor	basketball	was	co-run	with	the	
assistance of Pompey in the Community.  They had been 
involved in the Autumn & Spring term as professional 
coaches and were on hand to run a Tuesday session 
after school.  This will be extended to 2 nights next 
term	for	students	in	KS3.		Year	7	basketball	inter	tutor	
title was won by 7H and the Year 8 title went to a 
combined team of players.

Take the Leadat thePrimary Schools Football Tournament!

Year 7
ALNS	v’s	KR	–	Won	6-3
ALNS	v’s	Priory	–	Won	3-0

Year 9
ALNS	v’s	City	–	Won	5-2
ALNS	v’s	Mayfield	–	Lost	4-5
ALNS	v’s	Horndean	(Hants	Cup	1st		round)	–	Won	6-0

Year 10
ALNS	v’s	Priory	–	Lost	0-3

Year 11
ALNS	v’s	Testwood	(	Hants	Cup	1st	round)	–	Won	4-3

Team Table Tennis
Portsmouth School’s Competition

Round-up

Year 7 & 8 Team Table Tennis
Portsmouth School’s Competition

ALNS students have made a great 
start to their sporting year and have 
already	gained	their	first	piece	of	
silverware with the KS4 Table Tennis 
team securing victory and the 
honour of representing Portsmouth 
in the next county round of the 
competition.

The boys football teams have been 
busy in action and there has been 
success across the year groups in 
the Portsmouth league and the 
Hampshire	Cup.		Late	October	/	
early November saw the start of 
the Basketball and girls Football 
season.  All results are posted on 
the school web site on a weekly 
basis	-	please	check	to	see	how	well	
ALNS have faired.

Reward Sailing Trip
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Once again we were pleased to be selected to exhibit in the Portsmouth Festivities culture and heritage festival. This unique 
opportunity allowed both schools and artists to showcase a range of work as well as gaining an insight into the workings of a 
professional exhibition space. The exhibition allowed us to showcase a range of student’s achievements from this academic year and 
platform	new	projects.

We were also invited to take part in a competition to exhibit work at the Zodiak Gallery in Portsmouth Guildhall. The panel of 
judges	were	from	local	arts	organisations	including	Artspace	and	Portsmouth	Guildhall.	Winners	were	announced	and	Ayden	Kelly	
won 2nd prize. Ayden’s work was a paper sculpture based on war .His work was displayed alongside professional artists from 28th 
June	to	the	8th	July.

Festivities 																			Exhibition
 

As part of the Year 10 exam, students 
were given the opportunity to develop 
their skills using Photoshop. For this 
they needed an expert so Mr Sharp 
was called!

Using	their	own	photos	created	
from a previous workshop students 
learnt how to import text, add 
backgrounds and create layers. 
Year 10 have now used this to 
inspire and create exciting work 
in preparation for their exam.

Thank you Mr Sharp!

Photoshop 
              Workshop

Last term, to celebrate two years of hard work, the Design Faculty held 
a	summer	exhibition	of	GCSE	work.

Every	single	student	in	Textiles,	Art,	Graphics	and	Resistant	Materials	
had at least one piece of work on display. Well over a hundred pieces of 
work had to be prepared for the show by the technician team.

Food Technology students from Year 9 and 10, along with help from 
Hamiltons and Mrs Martin, spent many hours making an array of 
delicious canapés for the event. Herbs from our own garden were used 
to	create	a	very	professional	finish.	These	were	served	on	platters,	ably	
assisted	by	the	new	prefect	team.	The	chocolate-	dipped	strawberries	
and the brownies disappeared very rapidly!

Two	of	our	talented	artists,	Ayden	Kelly	and	Elliot	Scott,	
provided background music on acoustic guitars to welcome 
our guests. Along with the many parents, students and 
teachers who came to admire the Year 11’s talents, we had 
a special guest, the new 
Mayor of Portsmouth, 
who himself studied Art 
at	Portsmouth	University.	
He was very impressed 
with the standard of work

9 10
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11th-12th	of	October
On Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th of October, the year 11s 
who	are	participating	in	the	‘Duke	Of	Edinburgh’s	Award’,	went	
camping.	Kinda	like	year	8	camp,	only	with	around	8-12kg	on	our	
backs!!		For	6	hours.	Each	day	for	2	days.	And	the	teachers	didn’t	
walk with us, they only met us at certain points. 

Starting at the Sustainability Centre, our 6 hour walk took us 
through	a	fascinating	land	known	as	“The	Country	Side”,	filled	
with grass, forests, hills, and a few roads. 
In these lands, the roads are paved with horse poo, and the 
people are annoyingly polite.

Personally, I think the most horrible part of the walk was when 
we were walking on top of a hill, and it started to rain.  Then 

hail...Then thunder and lightning. It was pure torture. 

But despite the weather, there were a few moments that made 
it	worthwhile,	like	eating	sweets	around	a	small	fire,	walking	very	
slowly	in	front	of	Miss	Freathy’s	car,	finding	out	a	pair	of	socks	
which I thought were wet were actually dry, and the sense of 
achievement earned from completing it all. 

Overall, I would say despite the British weather, and the 
freezing night, this has been an experience that I’m glad I 
have participated in. 

Having said that, I’m very happy to be writing this inside a 
warm house, with a nice cup of tea. 

Freddie Colbey 

Mucki 
Our	favourite	Gambian	came	to	see	us	at	the	beginning	of	October.	Mucki	Bojang	is	our	tour	guide,	
co-founder	of	“Sponsor	a	Gambian	Child”	charity	and	Mansa	Colley	Bojang	School	in	Jalangbang	
village	and	long-time	friend	of	ours	whom	we	work	closely	with	for	our	annual	school	trip	at	Easter	
and also for charity fund raising and links with our sponsor schools in The Gambia. He spoke to Year 
7, 8 and 9 during assembly and visited Little Admirals Preschool. Mucki was here to promote and 
support	our	links	with	The	Gambia	as	well	as	visit	other	schools	and	colleges	in	the	UK	and	build	
more	links.	This	links	to	our	Level	1	Rights	Respecting	School	status	with	UNICEF	too.

Ms Lucas

School
       Council

We are your school council and we are here as your representatives in school, to give you a voice and to have your ideas heard.
We have met this year already and have discussed a variety of topics and ideas that you have told us are important to you.
So	far	this	year	we	have	discussed	subjects	such	as;

•	 Anti-bullying
•	 Changes to lunchtimes
•	 Discipline
•	 Music in lessons
•	 Uniform	
•	 Food Committee

We’re also investigating the option 
of trying to change the surface of 
the	Astro-Turf	Pitch.
 
We have another four meetings 
scheduled for this year;

•	 24th	November	P3&P4
•	 16th	January	P5&P6
•	 27th	April	P5&P6
•	 11th	June	P5&P6

If you have any ideas, topics or concerns that you would like us to discuss at our next meeting, please give it to your tutor rep.

Heroes
As the sun glanced over the amber 
horizon, I rolled myself out of bed. It 
was a normal day; therefore I tiredly 
clambered into my uniform, shoved on 
my shoes and headed out the door. As 
usual, the roads looked like car parks 
at Disney land, with cars and cyclists 
covering the road. The pavements were 
the same but with people who think it 
would be quicker to walk. I was one of 
those people. I walked of down the road 
as it would be the safer option because I 
was still half asleep. It was like a tsunami 
of people, but it is always the same. 

A few hours later, I was slumped on my 
seat, at work, as usual; I was with the same 
people, at work, as usual. Nothing ever 
changes.	Every	now	and	then	we	would	
get	a	call	for	maybe	a	small	house	fire,	
or a cat stuck up in a tree. Sometimes 
there	are	fires,	massive	ones.	They’re	
the ones where you see the devastating 
things – when you realize there is  no way 
you can save someone in time, when you 
know that your colleague isn’t coming 
out, or when you have to apologize to a 
family because your couldn’t save one of 
their loved ones. You can’t make those 
memories go, they’re the ones that you 
will never forget. As if on cue, the phone 
rang… we all knew this was going to be 
one of those. 

Turning up at the scene, there were 
people crying, screaming out for people 
to save the people they love. I had to stay 
calm. I had to stay strong. I had to stay 
brave. Crowds of people were gathering 
around the trucks, begging, pleading for 
help. We got called over by the boss. 
However I couldn’t concentrate because 
in the distance all I could see was a girl. 
A small girl. A small, vulnerable, innocent 
girl. Although I knew it was the wrong 
thing to do, I should have stayed listened 
to what I needed to do, I found myself 
running, running towards the girl into the 
sizzling	building	that	was	up	in	flames.	
“What are you doing!” the boss screamed 
in fury, and I knew I should go back, but I 
couldn’t. What if that was my daughter in 
there? Would I want someone to help… 
save her life? I struggled as I ran through 
the	building.	The	flames	were	boiling,	
vivid, terrifying, but I felt a piercing shiver 
tremble down my back as if death was 
behind me, ready to take me. I had to 
focus, it wasn’t about me, it was about the 
girl. Somehow a sound came out of me. 
I shouted for her. I shouted for anyone. I 
don’t know if it was because I wanted help, 
or so I could help someone. Then I heard 
her. She screamed. A small, helpless, mouse 
like	scream.	Even	though	it	wasn’t	over	–	
far	from	it-	and	I	still	knew	we	could	both	
die,	I	felt	terrified.	I	followed	the	scream.

Bursting through a room that looked 
like what used to be a bedroom, I saw 
someone, curled up in a ball, shaking. 
Automatically, I was over there and the 
girl was in my arms. She was coughing, 
struggling to breathe. I went to give her 
my oxygen mask, and then I realized I 
didn’t have it. I froze. I didn’t know what 
to do. I looked at the girl; it was as if 
she was my daughter. “Help me “she 
whispered. 

The next thing I knew I was running down 
what were the corridors, with the girl still 
in my arms. It felt as if death was behind 
me, chasing me, ready to take me. I didn’t 
care though.  I would go with death gladly, 
but the girl wouldn’t. That gave me the 
boost to do it. 

Finally when we got out of the building, 
both short for breath, rushing medics 
drowned us. I stared around. People were 
floods	of	tears	with	puddles	around.	I	was	
plied with questions from medics, colleges, 
people	I	don’t	know.	But	it	was	all	just	a	
blur. It wasn’t a normal day, it was hard to 
forget what happened and to put it at the 
back of my mind. But I have to. That’s what 
firefighters	have	to	do.	

Olivia Wallis 

Southdowns College 
In	July	a	group	of	ALNS’	gifted	and	talented	linguists	were	invited	to	spend	
a day at South Downs College. They were offered the opportunity to spend 
the day learning about a variety of languages and cultures and took part in 
a range of taster sessions. Students spent time perfecting the language they 
currently study but also were able to experience languages such as Mandarin, 
Russian, Spanish and British Sign Language. At the end of the day it was 
revealed that ALNS students 
had won the languages quiz and 
were rewarded with some tasty 
treats! Well done to all those 
who took part and made it 
such a great day!

Miss Harper

D	of	E	Expedition:	

ALNS	Visits

Gifted and Talented
Modern Foreign Languages Students Visit
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ALNS

A	group	of	students	visited	Lower	Farm	near	Petersfield	to	see	the	farm	during	lambing	time.	

We had a wonderful time and learnt a great deal about how the farm copes with so many new lambs.

The farm has about 1000 sheep including several rare breeds. 

Female sheep are called ewes and the males are called rams. The farm expects to have 
about 600 new lambs at the end of the Spring.
The	ewes	have	their	first	lambs	when	they	are	two	years	old	and	have	one	birth	each	
year. This is one reason why lamb meat is expensive because it not intensively farmed. 

The farmer, George Atkinson explained how the ewes are brought into the in 
barns to give birth to their lambs so that the shepherd and farm staff can be on 

hand	if	the	ewes	are	in	difficulty.

The ewes usually give birth to one, two or three lambs. 

The	ewes	are	scanned	using	ultra-sound	during	their	pregnancy	to	see	how	
many lambs they are expecting and then the ewes are marked with a spray to 

show how many lambs they are carrying. Ideally the farmer wants each ewe 
to have two lambs to look after so any ewes with only one lamb usually 

adopt another lamb. 

The farmer explained that he needs to make sure that the ewes are 
fed the correct amount of food so that the lambs are born healthy. The 
ewes who are having two or more lambs get more food than the ones 
that are having one lamb.

We were impressed by the care and compassion taken by the farmer, his 
sons	and	staff	in	looking	after	the	sheep.	Every	lamb	born	has	its	date	and	time	

of birth is recorded. Care is taken to ensure that each lamb receives the 
colostrum	milk	from	its	mother	within	the	first	6	hours	after	birth.	The	lamb	
is also given antibiotics and its belly button is sprayed with iodine to protect 
from infection. The lambs are marked on their back with the same number 

as their mum so that the farmer can make sure that the stay together. When 
the farmer is happy that the lambs are strong enough they are put out into the 

fields	with	their	mum.	The	lambs	live	a	free	range	life	until	they	are	old	enough	to	
be slaughtered for meat at about six months old.

We were also lucky enough to see a lamb being born, he was trying to stand after only a 
few minutes of being born. All in all we had a great visit.  We saw orphan lambs being fed 

and got to hold the lamb. Some of the cost for this trip was funded from the Garden Club 
plant sales, so a big thank you to all who purchase plants and produce the sales of which help 

support the curriculum.
Lauren French 10V & Anisa Khan 10A

Summer 2014
Whilst	many	of	you	enjoyed	a	relaxing	summer	break,	some	lucky	
year 6 students were selected to take part in our annual summer 

school, Shoot Into Your Summer.  Now in its third 
year, Shoot!   is designed to make the transition 
from	year	6	to	year	7	as	smooth	as	possible.		35	
children registered this year, taking part in taster 
lessons	in	English,	Maths,	Science,	Modern	Foreign	
Languages,	Computer	Science	and	PE	as	well	as	

experiencing	activities	in	team-building.

Students got their chance to make their mark on the 
school by designing and constructing a clay totem 
pole.

Trips out to Paultons Park, Action Stations and 
the Sailing Centre were rounded off with a Family 

Celebration Day where the students were able to share 
their two weeks with their parents.

Shoot! could not happen without the dedication of the staff who 
gave up their summer to run and deliver sessions so a big thank you to them.  Big thanks 
also go out to all of the students who made Shoot!  such great fun this year. We’re 
looking	forward	to	2015	already!

Zoe Sampson and Mr Sharp

Korea
A land ravaged by the war,
None of us started it, it was the North,
The North who wanted more, and more.
Korea,
The people lived in fear,
They survived bombing after bombing,
But Armageddon is near.
Korea,
We are divided apart, in two,
At this moment in time,
Korea is unsafe for you!
This is Korea,
A	beautiful	land	of	flowers	and	hills,
But it was the North,
2.5	million	civilians	were	maimed	and	killed
This is hell,
The world is drawn in,
But	together,	we	will	fight	the	great	fight,
And eventually, we will win.
They are the lions,
We are the sheep,
But, with America with us,
We are far from weak.
Comrades,	we	must	fight,
For	our	freedom	we	will	fight,
And until they overpower us,
We	fight	with	all	of	our	might!
When we win,
We will be powerful,
The Korean war may leave it’s mark.
We are the South, and we will win,
And victory will be ours!

Josh Moynihan 10N

Whilst	many	of	you	enjoyed	a	relaxing	summer	break,	some	lucky	year	6	students	were	selected	to	take	part	in	our	
annual summer school, Shoot Into Your Summer.  Now in its third year, Shoot!   is designed to make the transition from 
year	6	to	year	7	as	smooth	as	possible.		35	children	registered	this	year,	taking	part	in	taster	lessons	in	English,	Maths,	
Science,	Modern	Foreign	Languages,	Computer	Science	and	PE	as	well	as	experiencing	activities	in	team-building.
Students got their chance to make their mark on the school by designing and constructing a clay totem pole.
Trips out to Paultons Park, Action Stations and the Sailing Centre were rounded off with a Family Celebration Day where 
the students were able to share their two weeks with their parents.
Shoot! could not happen without the dedication of the staff who gave up their summer to run and deliver sessions so 
a big thank you to them.  Big thanks also go out to all of the students who made Shoot!  such great fun this year. We’re 
looking	forward	to	2015	already!
Zoe Sampson and Mr Sharp

Little Admirals

Little	Admirals	Pre-school	and	
ALNS	joined	forces	to	take	
part in the Macmillan Coffee 
Morning and raise money for 
cancer research.  The cakes were 
absolutely delicious and thanks 
to	the	sweet-toothed	staff	and	
friends	we	raised	just	short	of	
£400 for an incredibly worthy 
cause.

This	years’	school	play	is	FAME.	
By the time you read this auditions will have 

taken place and rehearsals will be well underway.
FAME	will	be	performed	at	ALNS	at	the	end	of	March	2015.

I gazed out of the window, the sky was beautiful. Above hung a curtain of velvety darkness strewn 
with a million glowing diamonds and in the centre of it all sat a full, pregnant moon. It was gorgeous and careless nights like these 
that	death	enjoyed	stealing	the	most.		We	would	get	a	call	soon.	I	could	feel	it.	Although	there	was	no	conversation,	not	even	a	single	
muttered word or a sideways glance was exchanged, my colleagues knew too. Tension weaved through the air like a bitter breeze 
prickling my skin. Abruptly, the radio began to crackle and the rough voice on the other end of the line began to bark the details of 
our next destination. The suspense shattered into sharp, icy shards; a gasp escaped my lips.  

Amber	flames	streaked	with	angry	red	howled	and	scratched	at	the	inky	sky.	As	I	halted	our	speeding	vehicle,	adrenalin	began	pulsing	
through	my	veins.	It	was	an	elderly	people’s	care	home.	It	was.	Now	it	was	just	a	riotous	tangle	of	fire.	Disaster	is	like	a	cat	with	an	
injured	mouse.	She	preys	on	the	vulnerable,	those	who	are	not	able	to	run	away,	then	likes	to	have	a	bit	of	fun.	The	few	residents	
that	had	managed	to	escape	the	belly	of	the	fire	stood	close	together-	they	reminded	me	of	a	herd	of	sheep	who	had	just	been	
spooked-	they	were	all	terrified.	None	of	them	spoke,	they	only	looked	onwards	with	the	same	sad,	tired	eyes.	Pain.	That’s	all	I	could	
see on their faces. But I needed to hurry. Trying to remain focused, I pulled on my suit, fastened the mask around my head and walked 
towards the gaping mouth of the blaze. 

Serena Wild

FarmVisit

Macmillan
forraise money

ALNSand

Shoot
into your
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The	scorching	sun	rises	over	the	plains	of	the	Sahara.	Its	beauty	and	splendour	meets	no	rival,	nothing	can	be	seen.	The	sky	filled	with	
colours: red, orange, yellow awakens to another wonderful day. But not for everybody. Somewhere out there a poor widow, mother 
of four little children, is executing her backbreaking work. She lives by the sweat of her brow and the strength of her arms. She is 
advanced	in	age,	highlighted	by	the	creases	in	her	skin	and	the	dark,	dimness	of	her	sorrowful	eyes.	Every	day	is	the	same…she	wakes	
up,	works	and	goes	to	sleep	exhausted.	The	small	lifesaving	pennies	she	earns	are	just	about	enough	to	sustain	her	children’s	lives.	She	
misses out meals and cries in the dark. She prays, prays for help.

Mikolaj Hrabal

7L	student	Jessica	Wise	has	had	her	fantasy	thriller	novel,	‘Inferno’	published!
Jessica	says...		‘Ever	since	I	was	eight,	I	have	loved	writing.		When	I	heard	you	could	
make a living out of it, I was excited.’  

About the book
“There was evil in this world that I couldn’t begin to comprehend, and the dangers I was 
dealing with here were just as nasty. Snake-eyed figures from the worst possible nightmares, 
flame-haired maidens who claimed they were you from another dimension and . . .death. 

The fabric of time has been angered, tampered beyond mortal hands, and the fate of the 
universe has been deeply questioned. All because of two girls. Well, technically one. 

Ally and Alison Rivers, who both share the same life, have been thrown into chaos that 
cannot be undone in both of their dimensions. Only time can tell how far this wildfire will 
spread. And only one can stop it.”

The book is available now from Amazon.

ALNS Student Author Published

If either parent is in the armed forces, you may have already received a message through your workplace regarding additional funding 
for schools which is to be allocated for each child who is registered as having at least one parent in the armed forces on the Annual 
Schools	Census	on	20th	January.		

Please can I urge any families where at least one parent is in the armed forces to contact us at school to check that our records are 
up	to	date.	A	phone	call	to	reception	or	e-mail	to	soswald@alns.co.uk	will	suffice.	

Important Message for Parents in the Armed Forces

Is your child eligible for

Free School Meals?
If	you	are	in	receipt	of	benefits,	you	may	be	able	to	
claim	Free	School	Meals,	School	Uniform	Grant	and	
get assistance with travel to school. Application forms 
are available to download from the school website or 
alternatively,	contact	Julie	Sabiston	-	Entitlement	Officer	
at	Portsmouth	City	Council	on		02392	834962.

Eligible	benefits	include;
•	 Income support
•	 Income	based	job	seekers	allowance
•	 Income related employment and support 

allowance
•	 Support	under	Part	VI	of	the	Immigration	 

and Asylum Act 1999
•	 Child Tax Credit
•	 State Pension Credit 


