
ISSUE 21
Autumn Term 2015

+ Year 8 Camp + Sporting Successes + Mars Rover 
+ Globe Theatre Trip + Student Voice Day + RRSA
+ Art Workshops + Gardening Competition and more! 



21

CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
Welcome to the first edition for 2015 of our ALNS magazine, Latitude! A 
very warm welcome back to school to all of our students and an especially 
big welcome to our new year 7 students, who I hope are enjoying the 
excitement of the start of their first term as members of the ALNS family. 
It is wonderful to see everyone rested after their well-deserved summer 
break, ready to embark on the challenges of the coming year. Be assured 
that we will continue to have the very highest expectations of each 
and every one of our students in a supportive, caring environment that 
enables them to flourish, so that every student here is empowered to 
achieve their very best at ALNS! 

Once again, we are absolutely delighted by the performance of all of our 
students in their end of year exams, but especially by last year’s Year 11 who demonstrated even higher 
standards than previous years. GCSE English and Mathematics performance is always a real strength 
here; 74% of our students gained a GCSE higher grade pass (A*-C) in English and we are thrilled to 
announce that 82% of our year 11 students gained a higher grade pass (A*-C), the best Mathematics 
results we have ever had at ALNS! Across the school, performance in many subjects was impressive 
and overall 63% of students gained 5 or more GCSE Higher grade passes (A*-C) including English and 
Maths, the ‘Gold’ standard. The school’s performance continues to improve.  As usual, our GCSE results 
were well above national average and show that we thoroughly deserve the excellent reputation we 
have in Portsmouth (and nationally!) for being a very good school indeed! 

Looking back at some of the highlights of our students’ experiences over the past half term is always a 
pleasure! So much happens here and I am sure you will enjoy reading all about the superb achievements 
of our wonderful students, ably supported by our excellent staff and, of course, their parents and 
families.

I am incredibly proud of the school’s commitment to the personal development of all of our young 
people which you can see demonstrated by the wide range of enrichment activities, extra-curricular 
activities and trips across all areas of the curriculum included in this edition of Latitude, as well as our 
timetabled Personal Development Days throughout 
the year.  The first secondary school in Portsmouth 
to gain the prestigious UNICEF Rights respecting 
School Award at level 1, our commitment to being 
socially responsible is at the core of our school’s 
ethos and I am delighted that as well as our 
charitable work and fundraising, our students are 
now beginning to work in an Ambassadorial capacity 
with other schools to support them in becoming 
Rights Respecting Schools too. The way in which 
we prepare our young people to be responsible 
citizens of both their local communities and our 
global society is another tremendous strength here 
at ALNS!

Congratulations to students and staff on an excellent 
Summer Term 2015! 

                                         

                            Nys Hardingham, Headteacher

SPOTY

 Award Winner
Congratulations to Ayesha Lee who was our 
nominated Year 9 Schools Physicist of the Year 
(SPOTY) award winner.

She attended a glamorous awards evening with 
her family at the University of Portsmouth where 
she was presented her award at the Institute of 
Cosmology and Gravitation.

She won £25 in vouchers as well as now being 
eligible for a University scholarship so very well 
done Ayesha!

Mrs Ramsey

I have recently been given the 
responsibility for Health & Safety at 
our school. If anyone is concerned 
about anything that affects Health & 
Safety of all users of the building then 
I’d appreciate an email to be informed 
about it. Even if the incident was a near 
miss I would like the opportunity to 
prevent a more serious incident. 

HEALTH &

     Safety
The school car park has been brought 
to our attention by a recent external 
Health & Safety audit. I have been 
asked to remind all drivers to drive 
slowly when using it especially 
during school start and end times. 
The congestion caused at the 
busiest times does make our 
students particularly vulnerable. 
Thank you to those who make 
alternative arrangements to driving onto site during these 
times. It does make for a safer environment for students. 

Andy Richardson - arichardson@alns.co.uk

In 2013/14, KS3 & 4 took out 2,500 books. 
In 2014/15 year KS3 took out and read 

6114 books.
 
Over124 million
                          words have been read.

92% engagement with boys engaging 
more, which bucks the national trend.

ACCELERATED READER 

      The Facts

Photo credit: Dario Scovacricchi – University of Portsmouth

A group of year 10 students 
recently completed a film project with The New 
Theatre Royal, Portsmouth which sees them 
working towards Their Bronze Art Award with 
the Arts Council.  The students have created 
the whole film from scratch.  They researched, 
scripted and directed the film with the help from 
the theatre’s film crew and are very proud of the 
final result.  

The short film describes different types of staging 
and is a part  of a project with other schools in 
the city which will be used as an educational film 
for other young people.

Miss Freathy

CHANGING SPACES

               Film
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THE NANCY ROTHWELL

                Award GLOBE

 Theatre Trip
On Friday 10th July, I went to the Globe 
Theatre in London. This trip was amazing. 
Even though I thought it would be boring, 
it was actually decent and I’m glad I went. 
We left school at 8:30 and we had an 
eventful, two hour journey to London. We 
started singing songs, even Miss Freathy 
joined in.

When we got there we had a 5 minute 
walk to get to the Globe Theatre. As we 
got to the entrance, our tour guide told 
us about the Globe. Our tour guide was 
also an actor at the Globe theatre. He 
had a very strong voice and was very 
loud. He taught us how to speak loudly 
without shouting.MARS ROVER

         Visit
The Mars Rover was really interesting. We 
learnt that one goes up every 12 years. We 
also learnt that it has a one way trip to Mars. 
It was an amazing opportunity that we were 
able to get up close to this amazing machine, 
even though it was a prototype it was still as 
interesting. We also found out that the company 
who makes these rovers which go into space, 
Airbus, also make satellites we use for our 
communications and television and they are 
based only 10 minutes away from our school!

Allana McCracken

DofE AWARD

         
Practice Expedition

On the 13th and 14th of June, three Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Bronze Award groups took part in 
their practice expedition.

Heavy rain overnight 
on Friday 12th was 
not a good sign, 
however as the 
first group set off 
from Clanfield on a 
slightly chilly Saturday 
morning, accompanied 
by Miss Aston, the 
sky was clearing and 
the temperature was 
rising.  The second group, with Mr Sharp, set off 20 
minutes later, followed by the third group with Mr 
Payne.  Miss Hill headed off to the first checkpoints 
to keep an overview of all three groups.

The groups took varying routes on and around the 
South Downs Way, and the standard of navigation 
was excellent - with students finding their own way 
and using the map and compass really well, with 
only occasional advice needed from staff.

After six long hours of hiking, the camp was in 
sight, with all three groups arriving from different 
directions.  

After a quick break, the tents went up and the 
students turned their attention to cooking their 
main meal.  A wide variety of food was cooked, 

from pasta and noodles to curry and 
hot dogs.  After dinner and some 
games, Adam Puckett built the group 
a campfire which was a real success.  
The whole group came together to 
toast marshmallows and chat - it was 
the perfect end to the day.

Sunday saw the students rise nice and 
early, with a variety of breakfasts being 
made.  After the camp was broken 
down and packed up the groups 

departed for their second day of walking.  Building 
on the success of the first day, students were given 
increased independence on the second day - and 
with no, or very minimal, input from staff they 
managed to navigate their route faultlessly and all 
arrived back in Clanfield slightly ahead of schedule.

This was a great learning experience for the students 
ahead of their real expedition next Summer - and 
despite the tired legs and heavy bags, they all 
remained in good spirits throughout the weekend.  
Thank you to Miss Aston, Miss Hill and Mr Sharp for 
giving up their weekend to support this trip. 

Mr Payne

PREPARE FOR

         
Camp Day

After that we had bridge building which was good fun; 
we had to use our imagination to create a bridge that 
held a weight. Then we went outside for the afternoon 
and had to compete against the other tutor groups and 
their tutors. We played “It’s a Knockout” and had to 
dress in silly clothes and run an assault course.  Finally 
and the highlight of the day was the team co-operation 
section.  We had to work together to pass water in 
plastic cups between the whole tutor group and pour 
it into a measuring jug.  My favourite bit was when I got 
to soak Mr Gray.  The day has made me look forward to 
camp and I can’t wait!

Taylor Baker-Francis & Louis Atkins

To highlight the benefits of combining art and science we have 
taken part in the above competition. It highlights specimen drawing 
in our school as well as giving students a better understanding of careers 
that could be followed in the future.

Students were encouraged to submit original drawings of plant, animal 
and microscopy specimens. Our year 7s produced observational drawings 
of fish and year 9s after school produced unusual and creative outcomes 
using a range of different materials.

Top prize includes an experience day at the Royal Veterinary College on Monday 21st December. 
Prize winners will be presented with certificates, get to meet the artist in residence, and receive a 
guided tour of the anatomy museum and dissection rooms. 

Miss James

Yesterday was so fun because there was lots 
of different activities; during lesson one we 
made a banner and that was good because 
we all joined in and wrote our names on 
the banner and personalised it for our tutor 
group ready to take on camp. Next we went 
down to drama and played lots of team 
building games together, Mr Gray joined in.  
After break we did orienteering and that 
was one of the best activities because we 
got to be outside.  We got lost and worked 
together as a team to find all the clues.  

4

The Globe we visited 
was the third Globe to 
be built. The first Globe 
theatre was built in 
1599 and the second 
one was built in 1614. 
The Globe theatre is 
based in London and 
is right near the River 
Thames. The Globe was 
associated with William 
Shakespeare. When we 
went inside they were 
rehearsing for a play 
later that day.

In the afternoon we looked around the museum. There 
were some actors being taught how to sword fight. Then 
we had an even better two and a half hour journey back 
with traffic so we started singing songs again. Then we got 
back to the school at approximately 5:00.

Caine Silk
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YEAR 8

 Camp
Year 8 Camp. How do I even 
begin to describe the three days 
of utter fun that make up Year 
8 Camp?  It was amazing! The 
activities and games we took 
part in really made camp so 
much fun.

On Wednesday, the 1st of July, 
E,L,S and O set off from school, 
with bags full to the brim, to 
Tile Barn Centre in the New 
Forest. When we arrived there 
was a lot of hustle and bustle 
of sorting out everyone’s bags 
into the correct tents and 
getting settled in. After that we 
played some games, had dinner, 
played capture the flag, had hot 
chocolate and went to bed. It 
was a very busy, but exciting 
first day. Thursday was the day of 
the dreaded 10 mile walk, which 
everyone was looking forward 
to in their own way. Trust me, 
it’s not as bad as it sounds. 
Our adventure started with a 
horse poo fight. As disgusting as 

it might sound, it was actually 
quite enjoyable. Throwing dried 
horse poo at one another 
can really build some strong 
friendships. From there it was 
a seemingly endless transition 
of stream to land again and 
again and again. Thankfully, when 
we arrived back at camp the 
showers were empty, ready 
for us to wash and refresh 
ourselves after our trek through 
the forest. Once everyone had 
showered we had some free 
time to sit, relax or play some 
games with the other students. 
Soon enough, it was the evening 
and much like the last night 
we played capture the flag, had 
our hot chocolate and went to 
bed. Friday brought a vast range 
of team building games and 
challenges to conquer. We also 
had our first sports rotation 
in which we played multiple 
sports against the other tutors. 
However, everyone was very 
excited about the evening’s 
entertainment... The talent 
show!! There were multiple 
musical acts including The 
Toenail Sisters and many more. 

But it was also very informative. 
We learnt how to make the 
perfect camp sandwich with 
Miss Freathy, with a difference. 
Instead of her own arms, they 
were replaced by Mr Brown’s! 
The delicious sandwich included 
jam, crisps, eggs and tomatoes. 
Yum! It was in my opinion, the 
best day of camp. Sadly, Saturday 
came far too quickly and the 
time to go home was was 
dawning upon us. Before we did 
travel home, there was enough 
time for some more team 
games and free time at camp. 
From there, we left camp.

It is definitely my favourite trip 
so far because you see a side 
to other students and teachers 
that you had never seen before. 
I would go every year if I could 
and every second of it was fun. 
Thank you for reading. 

Bethany Harckham-Edwards

CHINESE

      Art Workshop
On Thursday the 25th of June, in a week otherwise 
filled with monotonous revision and heat induced 
restlessness, four students from year nine were 
privileged enough to go and take part in a small capacity 
work shop to learn about Chinese art. The work shop 
was run by a famous Chinese artist from Beijing named 
Han Zhibing who is the president of China’s painting 
and calligraphy art research institute, Mountain. 

Once we had arrived at the Mountbatten Centre - the venue where the workshop took place - we 
were seated at a round table filled with a plethora of art supplies. Han Zhibing began by explaining the 
difference between Western art and Chinese art. It was extremely interesting to learn how the different 
cultures expressed themselves through art. As we were a group of only six people, there was a relaxed 
and intimate atmosphere which allowed us to ask any questions we may have had about the art work.

After Han Zhibing had explained the difference between the materials used in Chinese artwork 
compared to Western artwork, he demonstrated how he used angled brushes and ink (mostly black) to 
create his beautiful pieces of art. He created the pieces using long, flowing strokes and it was fascinating 
to watch. We also got to see some of the art work that he had created previously which was extremely 
intricate and absolutely stunning. 

His artwork had inspired us to have a go at creating our own 
traditional Chinese style art, so, after some demonstrations and 
useful tips, we began to produce our own paintings. To start with, they 
weren’t very good, however as we practiced and our confidence grew, 
our paintings got much better and eventually, we produced some 
excellent pieces. With the help of Han Zhibing, we were able to create 
wonderful paintings of fish, birds, dragonflies and even bamboo. Han 
Zhibing came to speak to us all individually and gave us tips on how to 
improve our paintings. 

It was a truly memorable experience. Everyone had an amazing time 
and learnt a huge amount about Chinese art work. Along with some 
great memories, we got to take home our own pieces of art and, 
although we were all pleased with how they turned out, I don’t think 
any of us will be experts in Chinese art any time soon! 

Izzie Jordan Evans

GCSE RE

      
Mosque Visit

Year 10 RE GCSE students visited the Jami mosque in Portsmouth 
on Tuesday 16th June where we met the Imam and observed the 
midday prayers. We also spent time chatting to local shopkeepers 
and shoppers in Fratton as they were preparing for Ramadan 
the Muslim month when fasting takes place. The students asked 
pertinent questions and were a credit to themselves and the school.

Ms Lucas

PE

  
Reward Trip

On Thursday 9th July we took 30 Year 9s on a PE reward trip 
to Portsmouth Watersports Centre for a sailing extravaganza!  
They were rewarded for their outstanding effort and 
commitment to ALNS PE throughout the year.  It was a 
brilliant day of Sailing with only a few boats capsizing! Great 
fun and energy from all the students.  Thank you to all of you 
for making the day such a fantastic experience. Miss Cooper

6
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ALNS

 Gardening Competition
10 members of the ALNS Gardening and Cookery club took over 
Katrina’s Garden in March this year. The courtyard garden was split 
into 10 individual plots and the students were challenged to produce 
the best individual plot. The judges were looking for interesting design 
features along with quality and variety of produce and flowers.
The awards were presented by the head,  Mrs Hardingham and school 
governor, Mr Toby Simmonds on Tuesday July 14th.

• Gold Medal winner : Olivia Smith (Year 7), who received a 7” Android Tablet.
• Silver-Gilt Medal winner : Charlotte Squibb (Year 7)
• Silver Medal winner : Bethany Hernamen (Year 7
• Special award : Daniel Mason (Year 10)
• Bronze Medals were awarded to : Alanis Sales (Year 7), Iffy Mohammed (Year 7),Tasmina Begum 

(Year 7), Tasnia Ahmed (Year 7), Josh Cowley (Year 7), Chardonnay Dimond (Year 8)
Our thanks to Novatech Computers for providing the 1st prize and to the judges, Jane Pridham and 
Grainne Rason. Mr Beecher

STUDENT VOICE

           Day
Unloc and CoPS are two large 
companies which support each 
other in producing Student 
Voice day each year. I had the 
amazing opportunity of working 
with the Unloc team for 
some of my work experience; 
I developed many new skills, 
met many new people and had 
amazing experiences. I was able 
to join Hayden Taylor, an ex-
pupil and Ben Dowling a current 
Councillor in Portsmouth, 
in business 
meetings 
involving other 
schools and 
financing their 
enterprise 
business. I was 
asked to create 
a PowerPoint 
presentation 
for the day, and 
also helped 
to facilitate 
it with many 
other CoPS 
ambassadors.

Students were able to play 
drama games, including ‘the 
pointy finger name game’ and 
‘wink wink murder’, which 
encouraged the students to 

communicate with each other 
and expand their comfort zone.
Student Voice day is an 
important day for Schools 
throughout Portsmouth; they 
unite every year with the 
hope of changing something 
within their school. This year’s 
theme was ‘GO MAD – make a 
difference’. Dan Rhodes, Isabella 
Teague, Olly Kanavan and 
Sophia Truesdell were Admiral 
Lord Nelson’s ambassadors. At 

the beginning of the 
day, the 80 students 
that arrived from 
both Primary and 
Secondary schools, 
were asked to write 
the improvements 
that their schools 
have made within the 
past year, and also 
improvements that 
could make their 
learning better. They 
were then asked to 
vote for the school 
that they feel has made 
the best improvement. 

Each student had the chance to 
vote - in first place, obviously, 
was Admiral Lord Nelson 
with 23 votes! The point of 
this exercise was to show that 

everybody has the right to vote, 
and that their vote matters. It 
also enabled other schools to 
pick up on ideas to improve 
their school and issues that they 
may now be able to tackle.

Throughout the day, each 
student including myself learned 
a lot of new skills and were able 
to communicate with students 
from other schools. Danni 
Arnold, an ex-CoPS ambassador 
gave a speech about her 
experience flying in a helicopter 
on her own for the first time, 
and her support towards 
Wings for Warriors, a charity 
which supports wounded war 
veterans, and trains them to 
become pilots, enabling them 
to become a part of something 
again.  Students were later 
asked to vote whether schools 
across Portsmouth should hold 
a fundraising day, wearing non 
uniform for a certain amount 
of money, the majority said 
yes – which again showed the 
students they all have the right 
to vote and that their vote 
matters.

Chelsea Scutt

ADVICE FOR PARENTS: 

               
ThinkUKnow

We have added what we consider a really useful link to the school website. It offers a wide range of 
advice and information targeted directly at parents of secondary school aged children. 

Information and advice about supporting a successful transition from Junior School, 
the most recent social network sites your child might be using and how to 

manage difficult conversations.

The link can be found in the Parent section and Safeguarding section 
of the school website or by following this link;
http://www.alns.co.uk/parents/thinkuknow-advice-for-parents

If it has been useful please can I ask that you send us a message at 
school so we can gauge the impact of this website?

Mr Hutton

THE

  Class of 2015 Prom
The Marriott Hotel in North Harbour proved a 
fitting venue to bring to an end 5 years at ALNS.

The girls looked stunning and the boys matched 
them with an array of colourful attire as they 
danced the night away.  

We wish to thank all our Year 11 students 
attending for contributing to make what was a 
fantastic evening.

Mr Hutton

RRSA VISITS TO THE 

            Parade Preschool
A group of year 10 and year 8 students who 
are all RRSA student ambassadors at ALNS 
went to visit The Parade Preschool, Hilsea. The 
students prepared a session to look at the ideas 
of kindness, helping others and sharing with the 
pre-schoolers. The Parade Head was impressed 
with both the ambassadors and RRSA and she is 
keen to get involved with RRSA and implement it 
in her setting.

Our second visit to the Parade preschool 
took place on Monday 15 th June. The RRSA 
ambassadors played with children and talked 
about superheroes. They coloured in superhero 
pictures and talked about what super powers they 
would like to have and how superheroes work to 
help others. Then the children came up with their 
own ideas for a preschool charter.

Ms Lucas
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SHOOT! 

 Into your Summer!
Whilst most year 6 students were enjoying their last summer 
before moving to secondary school, a small group of 35 were 
taking part in Shoot!, a summer school designed to help with the 

transition from Primary to 
Secondary School.

Now in its 4th year, Shoot! 
is planned and run by ALNS staff to help 
students’ find their feet at ALNS before 
term starts in September.

With sessions in Maths, English, Science and 
Languages, students experience a taste of 
what it will be like in lessons and get the 
chance to meet some of their teachers.  
Trips out to Action Stations, Paultons Park 
and the Outdoor Centre give students 
the opportunity to build friendships that will see them through 
school.

Students and parents have both said that Shoot! was such a 
positive experience and has benefitted the way that they look at 
the move to secondary school.

Miss Sampson

SUMMER

 Sports Day
The winners for 2015 were…
DUISBERG!!  A massive well done to 
everyone involved, as the atmosphere 
around the school was great.  Next year 
we will try to arrange the sunshine!

Miss Cooper

55 thrill-seeking students travelled to Thorpe Park as 
part of the Year 9 Geography curriculum. They spent 
the day exploring the park and tackling the rides, 
some even showed off their skills and won some 
cuddly toys to take home! A great day was had by all. 

Miss Aston

YEAR 11

      Art Exhibition
Teachers, parents, grandparents and students were blown away by 
the quality and variety of work on display at our Year 11 exhibition 
this year.

Our magnificent display space in the mall - the envy of visiting Art 
teachers, was a perfect backdrop to some 
stunning Art, textiles and graphics work. There was a huge variety of pieces – 
paintings, drawings, prints, collages, photographs, sculpture, painted/embroidered 
fabric and woodwork. Every single student had at least one piece displayed.

It was a treat for us to meet the families of these talented students ; to hear their 
stories and to see the subjects of portraits ‘come alive’.

The competition for ‘Best in Show’, judged by Art teacher/ street artist James 
Waterfield, was won by one of Emma Chivers’ paintings. Ronald Chivers took the 
prize for being the proudest granddad! The Design Technicians

GAMBIA

       Evening
The Gambia evening was a great 
success with a record number 
of performances and members 
of the audience. Students were a 
credit to themselves, the school 
and their parents. There were 4 
dance performances, a dramatic 
poetry reading which involved 
audience participation in making 
the sound of rain and also 
African drumming. In addition 
this year students read out 
their Gambia detective stories 

written during English Gambia 
project lessons. Students and 
staff who went on the annual 
trip to Gambia shared their 
experiences and impressions of 
The Gambia. The student work 
on display was of a very high 
standard and the chicken yassa 
cooked by year 7s and Mrs 
Bartlett was very popular. Some 
parents and students even took 
part in dressing up in traditional 
clothes.

Many thanks to the 
performance staff who always 
support the evening with their 
students and also Mrs Bartlett 
for all the lovely food.

Ms Lucas

SUCCESS AT THE PORTSMOUTH

             Sports Awards Evening
On Tuesday 30th June, some of our ALNS students were invited to the Portsmouth Sports Awards 
Evening. It was a celebration of sporting success amongst all the local schools we compete against 
throughout the year.
Our students were extremely successful winning many different awards:

PORTSMOUTH DOCKYARD

          Animation
We were approached by 
Di Smith (our founding 
headteacher) earlier this year 
and asked to be involved in a 
project with the 1805 club and 
the dockyard.   A student from 
Portsmouth University was 
creating an animation about the 
death of Nelson and wanted

voices for the characters that 
were the right age. 2 of the Year 
9 Drama ambassadors Oakley 
Perkinson and Simon Manchip 
were perfect for the job.  After 
several attempts at recording a 
fairly long piece of script they 
managed to do it perfectly and 
what you see (on the ALNS 

website) is the end result of the 
project. The students will appear 
in the next 1805 newsletter and 
have been invited for a VIP tour 
of the Victory as a thank you for 
their work. Miss Firth

- Sports Leader of the Year – Ben Pearce

- Young Ambassador of the Year – Daniella Brain

- Young School Official of the Year – Brad Mellor

- Most Improved Individual of the Year – Danni Francis

These students hard work and commitment to sport throughout the year has certainly been impressive 
and they are fantastic ambassadors for the school. Miss Cooper

- Outstanding Achievement in School Sport – Callum Ashworth

- Extra-Curricular Award – Alastair Thompson and Owen Revill

- School Sports Team of the Year – Year 9 Boys Football Team

- Most Improved Team of the Year – Year 7 Boys Football team
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The Weald & Downland Museum trip is used to introduce year 7 to the themes that they will study 
in their history lessons – particularly concentrating on looking at Medieval life and Elizabethan life. 
By looking at historical housing and the way that our ancestors may have lived, we hope to give the 
students a background which will stimulate their imaginations and act as a tool within the classroom.

IN

  Focus...

Thursday 10th Sept Year 7 Assessment Evening:   VAHN: 4.30pm-5.30pm   ELSO: 5.30pm-6.30pm 

Wednesday 16th Sept KS3 Curriculum Information Evening: Year 8 (5pm-6pm)  Year 9 (6pm-7pm)

Thursday 17th Sept KS4 Curriculum Information Evening:  Year 10 (5pm – 6pm)   Year 11 (6pm – 7pm)
 Careers Fair Years 10 and 11 (4.30pm-7.30pm)

Friday 18th Sept  Quiz Evening (7.30pm)

Monday 21st Sept School Council Week (all week)

Wednesday 23rd Sept Local Governing Body Meeting (6pm)

Thursday 24th Sept PD Day 1 *IN FOCUS*

Wednesday 30th Sept Prospective Parents’ Evening: 6.30pm – 8.30pm

Monday 5th Oct  Year 11 Paris Parents’ Evening (6pm – 6.30pm)

Wednesday 7th Oct  Governors Meeting – Finance & Estates (5.30pm)
 Governors Meeting – Human Resources (6.30pm)

Friday 9th Oct 2015 PD Day 2 *IN FOCUS*

Tuesday 20th Oct  Non School Uniform Day (Students’ Choice)

Wednesday 21st Oct  PD Day 3 *IN FOCUS*
 Governors Meeting – Pay and Conditions (5.30pm)

Monday 27th Oct – Friday 31st Oct = HALF TERM

DATES FOR YOUR 

              
DiaryLOOKING FORWARD TO

This Half Term
Autumn Term 2015 promises to be another action-packed term! 

In early September we hope all parents will be able to join us at our Curriculum Information Evenings 
where we will be outlining the different curriculum experience that will be provided for your child 
during the coming academic year.  We will also explain the many changes we have introduced to our 
curriculum organisation at ALNS and the changes to our Behaviour Management procedures in school. 
At these evenings we will be actively seeking your feedback on what you feel we are doing well as a 
school and what you would like us to focus on improving further.  We look forward to hearing your 
views and using them to inform our school improvement planning for the coming year.

This half term contains 3 exciting Personal Development Days for students in which the normal 
timetable is ‘suspended’ and a different curriculum experience is offered for the day.  Students will be 
taking their learning out of the classroom as they go on trips and field trips and they will also undertake 
activities on site that explore the key themes of tolerance, of diversity and of British Values.  The 
personal development of all of our young people is at the heart of the curriculum at ALNS and focusses 
on developing the physical and emotional wellbeing of our students as well as their understanding of the 
bigger issues in the world in which we live.  Our curriculum delivery is designed to promote the very 
highest of expectations of every student, alongside ensuring that ALNS is always an inclusive learning 
community that actively promotes every person’s wellbeing. 

If you would like to become more involved in the strategic leadership of ALNS, we currently have 
a vacancy for a Parent Governor position.  If you are interested in applying for this position, please 
contact Bobbie Young (our Director of Human Resources & Compliance) by email on BYoung@alns.co.uk

I would also like to encourage you to join us at our Friends of ALNS Quiz Evening on Friday 18th 
September and support the excellent fundraising that these wonderful volunteers do to support our 
young people at ALNS.  If you would like to become more involved in supporting their voluntary work 
for the school and a wide variety of other local charities then please email Steve Johnson (our Buildings 
& Community Manager) on SJohnson2@alns.co.uk

We will be holding our annual Prospective Parents Evening on Wednesday 30th September, when 
our staff and over 200 volunteer students will welcome parents of the Year 6 children in our local 
community and ‘show off ’ our fantastic school.  This is an evening that is always a highlight of the school 
year as it is a delight to hear the positive feedback from so many children and their parents after their 
tour around the exciting activities that your children demonstrate in each subject area.  ALNS really 
does have a ‘wow’ factor and we all enjoy seeing that excitement about joining our highly impressive 
school in the eyes of our future students!

Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve!

Nys Hardingham
Headteacher

24 SEPTEMBER – PD DAY 1:

 Featuring: Year 7 Weald & Downland      
     Museum Trip
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OUR

 Community
Over the summer holidays the school has made improvements to its facilities.  One of which is the 
sports hall.

The sports hall underwent a total refurbishment with 
new flooring, freshly painted walls and a total re-lamp.  
Out went the old green flooring and in went a vibrant 
blue floor.  It is envisaged that the newly finished room 
will add a positive experience to the teaching and 
learning environment of the school. 
 
Head of PE Sarah Cooper has said
“I’m extremely pleased to come into my new post 
with such a wonderful facility for me and my team, we 
can’t wait to get started.  We feel very positive for this 
coming year and have already set up new clubs for 
both before and after school”
 
In addition to the school curriculum, we are hoping 
that the newly refurbished facility will increase the 
community use for those organisations and clubs 
outside of the school.  To hire any of the school facilities 
please contact Steve Johnson on 
023 9236 4536 or SJohnson2@alns.co.uk

9 OCTOBER – PD DAY 2:

   Featuring: Year 10 Wellbeing Day
Year 10 take part in a variety of activities 
with the overall aim of improving their 
sense of well being. They are given a 
healthy breakfast in the Hall when they 
arrive, to impress on them the importance 
of having something to eat in the morning 
and a bottle of water to take with them.

21 OCTOBER – PD DAY 3:

    Featuring: Year 8 Careers Day
The aim of the day is to get students thinking about possible career opportunities 
for when they finish in Education.  Students will take part in a number of 
activities during the course of the day, which includes sessions run by local 
employers, What is an Apprenticeship?, University Opportunities, Career 
Planning and Communication Activities.   We understand that this can change a 
lot over the years but we aim to give students the tools to make informed choices 
and understand what is ‘out there’ for them. 

The Friends of Admiral are looking forward 
to a new and exciting 2015/16 Academic Year. 
Following several meetings we are taking the 
Group in a different direction, meaning more 
support for Community Initiatives and Local 
Charities. As well as the School the group will 
now be supporting Macmillan Nurses, Portsmouth 
Autism, Disabled Wheelchair Basketball, PFC 
Charity Cycle Ride and Ladies Football. We hope 
these groups will also support our events and 
maybe able to visit the students on PD Days, so 
students can get more ideas on how much we 
should rally together as a Community, and how 
much can be achieved when we do.

Our first meeting of the year will be Thursday 
10th September, in the Information Centre at 
18.00. Further meetings will be held on 8th 
October and 26th November. We welcome 

anyone to these meetings, Parents and extended 
Family and Friends, Staff and hopefully guest visits 
from Students.

Our first Quiz Night is being held on Friday 
18th September with another on Friday 13th 
November. Everyone welcome at the Quizzes, 
tickets are £5 which includes a Ploughman’s 
Supper. Guests are invited to brings nibbles 
and their own liquid refreshments. We need all 
numbers for these events by the Monday prior to 
the Quiz and these can be booked either through 
janandrews0306@hotmail.co.uk or with Steve 
Johnson c/o ALNS. Students of ALNS are welcome 
to attend the Quiz at a reduced price of £4 and 
again we will need numbers prior to the event.

We have met with some of the New Entry 
Parents and welcome their offers of help at 
events, and look forward to seeing Parents from 
other students as we move forward into what we 
hope will be a fruitful and enjoyable year.

FRIENDS OF

     ALNS

The morning then consists of a carousel of activities which 
are: Diet and BMI, You are what you eat, Coaching and It’s 
mental! (looking at stress and relaxation). In the afternoon 
they are asked to opt for one activity which gets them 
doing some sort of physical exercise, these sessions take 
place both on and off site. The options last year were: Yoga, 
Karate, Superstars, Boxercise and 5 aside football.

The old floor is taken up

Fresh paint and new sub-floor is laid

The new floor surface finished and ready for line-painting



PORTSMOUTH SCHOOL’S

              Music Festival
Musicians and dancers took part in the 
Portsmouth School’s Music Festival at the Guildhall 
on Tuesday 30th June, 2015. The festival is a four 
day music event including schools, colleges and 
organisations of all ages from all over the city and 
beyond. It is always fantastic to be involved and 
this year we had lots of students taking part in 
different performances and projects.

Year 7, 8 and 9 singers participated in the 
secondary school massed choir performing songs 
on the theme of animals, including ‘Tiger Feet’, 
‘Rockin Robin’ and ‘Hungry like the Wolf’. The 
choir sounded incredible together and performed 
some challenging parts and harmonies with 
confidence. They were supported by a rock band 
of students from Portsmouth College which 
included many of our ex-students! 

ALNS was once again selected for the Festival 
song writing project this year. The Festival send in 
a university student to work with our 
students for several weeks 
on their own songs 
which they perform as

 a band during the festival. Year 8/9 band (Simon 
Manchip, Oakley Perkinson, Daisy Crawford, Ella 
Fitzgerald and Charlotte Coqueral) performed 
their two original songs like rockstars! They were 
supported by Aimee Smith, a talented student 
from the Brighton Institute of Modern Music who 
helped them to write their songs and present their 
performances.

Our new project for the Festival this year was 
our contemporary dance piece, choreographed by 
Vicki Mains, one of our parents and a very talented 
dancer. The KS3 contemporary dance club, started 
by Mrs Pascoe has been well attended at school 
this year and it was great to see the students 
perform at the Guildhall.

‘The contemporary dance club proved to be 
very popular this year and the students were 
given the opportunity to work with an external 
artist, who is very experienced in contemporary 
dance. The dancers were invited to take part in 
the festival which was a great experience for all 

students involved, many of whom had never 
performed to a live audience outside of 

their class before.’ Mrs Pascoe

PORTSMOUTH COLLEGE

                   Flash Mob
On Friday 3rd July some of the year 7 students were involved in a flash mob at the Portsmouth College.

Students had been working with choreographer Sarah Hume to learn a section of the flash mob that they 
were performing at the Portsmouth College Community Fayre.

Approximately 20 year 7 students were brave enough to join in and take part in front of the many 
spectators who were not expecting the dance, which just appeared out of nowhere. Mrs Pascoe 

Miss Hudson


