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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
Welcome to the Spring term edition of our ALNS magazine, Latitude!  We 
had a very exciting Autumn Term and I do hope that you enjoy reading the 
articles included in this edition that celebrate some of the highlights of 
November and December at ALNS. 

This edition gives you an insight into the wide range of extra curricular 
opportunities that students are able to participate in; there really is 
something to cater for everyone’s varied interest here! Myself, I really 
enjoyed the opportunity to host Earl Attlee at ALNS.  Earl Attlee is the 
grandson of Clement Attlee, the Labour Prime Minister who ensured the 
creation of our National Health Service, and it was enlightening to hear him explain how the House of 
Lords helps ensure that our country is well governed.

The Arts Curriculum at ALNS has been a beacon of educational excellence for many years. We are one 
of only two secondary schools across the South East to have gained the Artsmark Platinum Award from 
the Arts Council England, the highest award they confer to schools, and a fantastic recognition of the 
superb Arts education that is on offer to students at ALNS. It was a real pleasure to share this success 
with ex-students (many of whom are enjoying successful careers in the Arts), with staff, students, proud 
parents and also with our local Arts partners at our Platinum Award Evening at the end of last term. 
I encourage all readers to come and see our 2016 school production ‘John Lennon and Me’ in March, 
which promises to be another top quality performance event and, as always, a highlight of the school 
year!

Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve!

                                         

                            Nys Hardingham, Headteacher

ALNS

    
Traffic Safety

Following the introduction of yellow zig-zags on the approach to 
the crossing at the front of the school we have continued to receive 
concerns from various people about the safety of young people at the 
front of the building. We now have to consider putting further measures 
in place in order to address the worries that we still have about our 
students in particular. We have a duty to make this a high priority. We 
would like to thank parents, staff and visitors who have taken notice of the markings. Now we are 
asking for any ideas and suggestions that will help us minimise the risks that have been identified around 
the start and end of the school day.



2

YEAR 11

   Paris Trip 2015
Every year the year 11s go on an incredible citizenship trip to the beautiful 
city of Paris, and once again this year the trip was a great success.  On a 
chilly October night, about 150 of us were outside school, excitedly waiting 
for the coaches to pick us up.  When they arrived we got on each loading 
our backpacks ready to go.  

At about 11pm we are boarding the ferry, each one of us keen to see the 
cabins we would be staying in.  Everyone was bustling and noisy as you can 
well imagine but we knew that in about five hours we would be ready to 
go to Paris!  At about 6am we were all ready to get off the boat and go to 
Paris.  

When we arrived we had a fantastic view of the Eiffel Tower, one of the 
most incredible structures in the world.  We had a great year group 
photo and then we walked right underneath the tower.  We couldn’t 
believe how tall it was close up!  After visiting the souvenir shops we 
headed back to the coaches towards the Notre Dame for lunch in 
a French restaurant.  The streets were bustling with great stores 
and cafes and everyone was eager to explore.  Then we headed to 
the Sacré-Cœur, a beautiful cathedral with a fantastic view of 
the city.  There was a great atmosphere with music from the 
buskers and fantastic street artists.  

Unfortunately though the day just went too quickly and we 
were heading back to the coaches for our ferry home.  
Everyone was absolutely exhausted by the time we 
were in our cabins and before long we arrived home 
at 8am with fantastic memories from a brilliant trip.

Alastair Thompson

ALNS was designed with healthy living in mind and many of our 
students choose to travel to and from school on foot or cycle. 
In the meantime, if you do need to collect or drop off your child 
by car then we would appreciate parking off-site in appropriate 
places along safe pedestrian routes leading away from the school. 
Thank you for your co-operation 
in helping us to create and 
manage a safe school for all. 

Responses and suggestions can be 
made through the school website.

Andrew Richardson
Leader of School Continuity

Drivers eye view
Above: Dangerous - illegally 
parked car obstructing the view 
of the pedestrian crossing.
Left: Safe - a clear view of the 
crossing.
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THANK YOU FROM

            The Gambia 
Some recent correspondence from our partner school in Gambia:

Dear Debbie,

It has been pretty a while without communicating. I hope all is fairly ok with you, family, friends, colleagues 
and pupils. For your information, we have resumed work and both teachers and pupils are upbeat for the new 
academic year. It is our fervent hope that it will be as successful as the previous academic year.

The community, PTA, staff and pupils join me to extend sincere greetings to you all out there in UK, and that the 
fruitfull relationship that exist between you and Darul Arkamm grows higher height. We are truly proud of you all 
as our partners in development. Without your support, honestly, we, as a school, would not have gone that far in 
our ardent desire to providing favourable teaching and learning environment for both pupils and staff. Once again, 
from the bottom of my heart, I thank you all.

Thanks
Wuyeh Njie
Head master

Ms Lucas

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Tournament Champions
On Wednesday 4th November the dream team of Darcy 
Pafford, Faye Endean, Tia Barron and Jess Needham all 
competed in the 4v4 Area basketball tournament. They played 
games against Milton Cross and Priory and were simply 
unstoppable! They won both games comfortably and are now 
ready to take on other schools in the Hampshire county cup. 

Miss Cooper
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

                  Service
Year 11 Prefects joined Miss House and 
Miss Easson to lay a wreath on behalf of 
ALNS at a Remembrance Sunday service in 
Portsmouth.

Sunshine and clear blue skies were the 
order of the day as representatives from 
RM Volunteer Cadet Corps, Air Training 
Corps, army and navy reservists and the 
Hampshire and Isle Of Wight Army Cadet 
Force joined the public to remember the 
fallen.

Miss Easson

SUPPORTING          Refugees 
Miss Webb, part of the ALNS Intervention Team, recently travelled with her partner to the refugee camps 
in Calais to help those in need.  

They explained why they made the trip to Tim Daykin 
on BBC Radio Solent - listen to their interview by 
following this link: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
p037gdv3

Help Miss Webb to help the refugees - providing aid 
to them from Hampshire.  Email her on 
lucywebb1@outlook.com or join the Facebook group.

Miss Webb
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EARL ATTLEE

 Visit
On the 24th November Year 11 prefects, along with year 10 Challenge Club, were lucky 
enough to participate in a very unique and interesting opportunity – a question and 
answer session with a member of the House of Lords, Earl Attlee, as part of the government’s ‘Peers 
in schools’ outreach programme. Of course, we were all incredibly excited about this as it gave us a 
chance to learn more about the role of a lord and an insight into the structure of our political system. 

Initially, I have to admit I 
was apprehensive and held a 
somewhat presumptuous view 
of Earl Attlee seeing as he was 
given his title as birth right. 
However his approachable and 
open nature put us all at ease 
and inspired us to ask a variety 
of challenging questions. From 
the outset we learned that any one of us could aspire to become a ‘Lord’ and have a say in shaping 
Britain in the future. Earl Attlee was able to give us a real understanding about the nature of his own 
role and some its challenges. Furthermore, he gave some very thought provoking 
arguments about the economic viability of the House Lords. 

Surprisingly, despite being a politician he appeared to be very honest, particularly 
when I asked a question about what exactly he had done to earn his role. He 
answered ‘Nothing’, which I thought to be very level headed, before giving us a list of 
things he had achieved to cement his place in parliament since. 

From this experience 
we learnt a lot more 
about how difficult 
it really is to be 
involved with politics 

and how hard politician 
work, even though they 
are regularly criticized. 
I definitely don’t think 
it’s a job for me but I 
do have a much greater 

appreciation of our 
government! 

Evelyn Murray



PRIMARY

        
STEM Event

On Monday the 9th November the members of the ALNS Challenge Club organized a 
session for primary schools  (Westover and Copnor)to come to ALNS and take part 
in lots of challenging STEM activities. This included: bridge building; an acid and alkalis experiment; sweet 
destination; musical maths; tower building and parachute building.  A competition was held at the end as 
to whose parachute took the longest time to hit the ground. 

During the planning process of this event, the members 
of the ALNS Challenge Club met up at lunch times 
and after school. We discussed what activities we 
would do, who would run them and how many people 
would be in each group. We also had to provide our 
own equipment; this meant going to places such as the 
science prep room and the art room. 

At the beginning of the session there was a starter 
game which was led by Dani Francis. This was a game 
where you had 2 pieces of paper between 3 people, 
and you had to use these 2 pieces of paper to get from 
one end of the room to the other. To do this they all 
had to use teamwork and good communication skills as 
there were people from different schools in their team. 

Another person who really got involved was Caitlin Gains (the project manager). Unfortunately, she was 
not able to attend the actual event, however she played a key part in the preparation and was able to 
make sure everything was ready for the day.

During the STEM activities all of the children participated and got involved with the session. For 
example with the acid and alkaline activity all of the children had a turn at mixing up the acids and 
alkaline etc. Also they were very sensible and careful whilst doing all of this. Another example is with the 
bridge/tower building; they all had to use teamwork and all worked together very successfully. Overall 
it seemed like all of the children enjoyed the evening and were very interested to learn about all of the 
activities!

At the end of the session, all of the 
children completed a feedback form. 
The general feedback given was that 
all the activities were ‘challenging’. 
Overall, most children said that the 
most challenging activity was ‘musical 
maths’. In this activity the children 
had to answer some challenging math 
questions; the answers were then used 
to work out what notes needed to 
be played on the xylophone to play a well know children’s rhyme. On the other hand, the activity the 
children said that they enjoyed the most was ‘acids and alkalis’. In this activity the children had some 
acid and alkalis, they added universal indicator and tried to make and neutral colour (green).

All of the children enjoyed the session and everyone agreed that it was a big success!

Charlotte Coqueral and Ella Fitzgerald 6
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ILLUSTRATION

            
Workshop

23 Year 9 students had the opportunity on the 16th November to take 
part in a workshop that was run by Portsmouth University students. 
They completed 3 different ways to develop illustration ideas using 
a variety of materials. They completed work in print, plasticine and 
drawings in charcoal.

‘I like that we were being taught by people 
still progressing in art and graphics’ 
Sian Smith

‘It was different being taught by people that 
were still in education and we could see what 
we could do at university’ 
Zac England

‘It was good that they brought their portfolios so we could see them’ 
Mustafa Elys

‘I enjoyed the plasticine models because we got to use our 
imagination to make the characters’ 
Chad Cornwell

Miss Cherry

ENTERPRISING WOMEN

   Conference
On the 18th of November, nine other female students and I from Year 10 were able to 
attend the extremely inspiring ‘Enterprising Women Conference’ at Chichester University. 

The morning began with an introduction from Sally Jones - a Defence Marine Service Team Leader - 
who showed us that, even in areas usually dominated by men, there is always room for a woman. 

After that, we were given the opportunity to interview a wide range of women who were successful in 
a variety of ways and in a number of different careers: comedians, lawyers, writers. They were all there 
to speak to us, to advise us, to inspire us! 

All of the women had some words of wisdom 
- be brave, believe in yourself, be persistent and 
resilient - to help us on our way to becoming more 
successful. 

Furthermore, we all engaged in a quiz that tested 
our strengths and weaknesses and allowed us to 
identify which career path was right for us. 

It was a wonderful experience, which was extremely inspirational and encouraging, and one that we will 
all carry with us throughout our lives. Izzie Jordan-Evans



8

ALNS

  Bake Off
On the 18th of November a small group of students 
from years 8-10 competed in a ‘mini bake-off ’ to 
create the most visually appealing Swiss Roll. The 
students had spent three weeks developing and 
practising their design ideas.

Parents, staff and students were invited down to vote 
for their favourite designs which saw Mia Middleton 
awarded our baking champion.

During the workshops the students discovered the 
value of practising their ideas and developing their 
designs to improve on areas that didn’t turn out as 
they envisioned them or they identified ways to push 
themselves to the next level.

‘I have learnt not to judge the result 
before you see the final product, it can 
still work out well.’ 
Jordan Moore

‘I have really enjoyed the bake-off. On 
the practise day my dye went a funny 
colour so I knew I had to change it. I also 
changed the amount of filling because 
the first time I used too much.’  
Eloise Perryman

While Mia Middleton’s well thought-out Christmas design 
won the overall votes for the evening, Eloise Perryman was 
close behind with comments on the overall appearance and 
prettiness of her strawberry design.

For taste appeal, 
Darby-Grace 
Cookson was 
noted for her 
marshmallow, 
chocolate and 
Oreo roll.

Miss Hill



JENNY BULLEN WORKSHOP WITH YEAR 10

                    Textiles Students
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20TH ALNS 

   Awards Evening
On Thursday 3rd December, we held our 20th ALNS Awards Evening in 
the school hall! This is the evening to celebrate our students’ amazing 
achievements throughout last year and we were delighted to be joined 
by our founding Headteacher, Mrs Dianne Smith, as our guest speaker 

who took us all on a trip 
down memory lane, telling us 
entertaining stories of the early 
days of Admiral Lord Nelson 
School. It was lovely to see her 
joy that, as a school community, 
we are still living up to the 
motto that she created for us 
…. ‘Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve’!

Congratulations to all the students who received 
awards, to the superb performers who entertained us so 
magnificently and thanks to all the staff who worked so 
hard to organise this celebration event! I was very proud 
indeed and reminded of what a tremendous privilege it is 
to be your Headteacher!

Mrs Hardingham

On the 19th November the year 10 Textiles students were visited by the lovely Textiles artist Jenny 
Bullen. Jenny showed the students a beautiful collection of her hand stitched Textiles work and then 
the students completed a workshop making use of beautiful fabrics and threads that Jenny and her 
friend Margaret donated to the Textiles department. The students worked with layering organza in their 
chosen motif to go with their natural form project and then worked into with hand embroidery stitches 
to produce a layered piece 
inspired by Jenny’s work. 

On behalf of the Textiles 
students and the Design 
department, we thank Jenny 
for her time and are very 
appreciative of the fantastic 
donation of fabrics, threads, 
yarns and materials.

For more information 
about Jenny’s work here is 
a link to her website http://
textilestudygroup.co.uk/
members/jenny-bullen/

Miss Perkins
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GARDEN CLUB

                News
Its been a busy Autumn term at 
Garden Club. Katrina’s Garden 
has been cleared and made 
ready for next years gardening 
competition.  The vegetable 
beds on the playing fields have 
been dug-over for the winter, 
the wild flower meadow has 
been strimmed and cleared to 
allow regrowth next year and 
the club members have made a 
start on harvesting the willow 

from our wild area for use 
in basket making and willow 
weaving. We have already made 
our Christmas wreaths from the 
harvested willow.

Other popular club sessions 
included the ever-popular 
pumpkin carving with pumpkins 
grown on or own plots, a 
bonfire party on the fields 
with toasted marshmallows 

and we’ve also enjoyed 
cooking many of the fruits and 
vegetables we have grow during 
the year. We’ve made a fruit 
crumble, tomato and lentil soup 
and cooked vegetable crisps.

Club members also helped to 
decorate the school’s huge 
Christmas tree for display in 
the mall.

Mr Beecher

WHAT IS

       INSET?
We have five INSET days throughout the year at ALNS, but what are INSET days?

INSET is short for In-Service Training, 
and gives teachers and support staff the 
opportunity for collaborative professional 
development that research has shown will 
really help children with their studies.

These five days do not affect the 190 days 
a year that children are required to attend 
school.  When the government introduced 
INSET days in 1988 they increased the 
number of days teachers had to work from 
190 to 195 so that they wouldn’t have a 
negative impact on children’s progress.

At ALNS we have an excellent programme planned for all staff at every INSET.  For example at our 
most recent INSET day, staff undertook sessions on Assessment and Standardisation as well as updating 
their statutory Health and Safety at School training; and also spent time on developing practice specific 
to the improvement needs of each team .  During a normal school day it’s very difficult to find time 
where all colleagues are free at the same time for this sort of collaborative training and development, so 
INSET days are a vital means of enabling us to keep improving as a school. 

Mr Payne
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PLATINUM

        Award Evening
On Thursday 17th December we 
held a special performance evening 
to celebrate our platinum award 
from the Arts Council. The evening 
consisted of a drinks reception with 
acoustic performances in the info 
centre, a formal performance set in 
the main hall followed by bands and 
food in the hall.

We were lucky enough to have 
ex student Ben Claybon return to 
school to present the evening.

The evening was well attended by 
parents, our arts partners and a large 
number of ex-students.

The performances were fantastic and a 
true representation of why we received 
the platinum award.

As I said on the evening I have always 
been exceptionally proud of working 
at ALNS and the dedication to the 
Arts from the both the staff and 
the students here. It was a fabulous 
evening to celebrate our amazing 
achievement.

Huge thanks to all of those students 
who performed and to their parents 
and friends who came to support 
them.

Keep your eyes peeled for our next 
events: we have the BTEC production 
and the School Play coming up this 
term.

Ms Firth
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Tuesday 2nd February   Non-uniform day (Gambia - Daral Akram Orphan School)
Wednesday 3rd February INSET Day
Thursday 4th February  Careers Fair (5pm – 6.30pm)
  KS3 Options Evening (6.30pm – 8pm)
Wednesday 10th February Governors Curriculum and Standards Meeting (5.30pm – 6.30pm)
Thursday 11th February PD Day 5:
   Year 7 Safety & Wellbeing Day
   Year 8 Ypres/World at War *IN FOCUS*
   Year 9 Parenthood
   Year 10 Design Trip/University Challenge
   Year 11 Science/MFL
Friday 12th February  PD Day 6:
   Year 7 Conflict & Resolution
   Year 8 Ypres/World at War
   Year 9 Stock Market Enterprise Challenge
   Year 10 Creativity Day/University Challenge
   Year 11 English/Maths
Monday 15th February   Half Term (All Week)
Monday 22nd February  Year 11 Mock Exams (All Week)
Wednesday 24th February Mentoring Day
  Academy Audit Committee Meeting (5pm - 6pm)
  Salterns Academy Trust Board Meeting (6pm - 7pm)
Monday 29th February  Year 11 Mock Exams (All Week)
  Fair Trade Fortnight (All Week)
Wednesday 2nd March  Local Governing Body Meeting (6pm - 7pm)
Thursday 3rd March  Friends of ALNS Meeting (6pm - 7pm)
Monday 7th March  School Council Week (All Week)
  Fair Trade Fortnight (All Week)
Tuesday 8th March  PD Day 7:
   Year 7 World Book Day
   Year 8 World Book Day
   Year 9 Design Trips
   Year 10 Prep for Work Day
   Year 11 Humanities/Progress Focus
Wednesday 9th March  Governors Pay and Conditions Meeting (6pm - 7pm)
Thursday 10th March  Year 7 & 8 Parents’ Evening - First Session
Monday 14th March  British Science Week (All Week)
Wednesday 16th March  PD Day 8:
   Year 7 - 10 Winter Sports Day
   Year 11 Prep for Exams
  Governors Curriculum and Standards Meeting (6pm - 7pm)
Friday 18th March  Quiz Evening (7.30pm - 9pm)
Monday 21st March  School Production (7.30pm) *IN FOCUS*
Tuesday 22nd March  School Production (7.30pm)
Wednesday 23rd March School Production (7.30pm)
  Governors Human Resources Meeting (5.30pm - 6.30pm)
  Governors Finance and Estates Meeting (6.30pm - 7.30pm)
Thursday 24th March  Last Day of Term

DATES FOR YOUR 

              
Diary

LOOKING

             
Forward
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Next Quiz: Friday 18th March.  
Everyone welcome at the Quizzes, tickets are £5 which includes a Ploughman’s Supper. Guests are 
invited to brings nibbles and their own liquid refreshments. We need all numbers for these events by the 
Monday prior to the Quiz and these can be booked either through janandrews0306@hotmail.co.uk or 
with Steve Johnson c/o ALNS on sjohnson@alns.co.uk. Students of ALNS are welcome to attend the 
Quiz at a reduced price of £4 and again we will need numbers prior to the event.

FRIENDS OF

       ALNS

IN

  Focus...

This trip is over three days. Students travel to Dover to depart to Calais by ferry then on to Ypres in 
Belgium. These are just some the places of interest that are visited Passchendaele and Tyne Cot, Museum 
and Dug Out Experience, Langemark German Cemetery, Yorkshire Trench, Boezinge, Essex Farm 
Cemetery and Preserved Dugouts. Students also take part in the Last Post Ceremony and lay a wreath. 
The trip supports the work that students are currently studying in History.

The Ypres trip supports our students studies of World War One. It is a fantastic three day experience 
where our students have an opportunity to discover what the war would have been like for a Tommy.

The aims of the trip are as follows;

+ To improve our students knowledge and understanding of World War One

+ To develop their empathy skills.

+ To bring History alive.

+ To encourage them to be more independent and experience  
     a foreign culture.

11/12 FEBRUARY – PD DAY 5 & 6:

 Featuring: Year 8 Ypres Trip
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OUR

Community

READY TO ROCK SCHOOL - 
STILL ROCKING AFTER ALL THESE YEARS!!

ALNS’s regular Saturday morning  READY TO ROCK 
SCHOOL has been celebrating 9 years of running rock music 
lessons on site.

Owner Mark Thompson-Smith said ‘It’s amazing to think 
that the team and I have been at ALNS for 9 years, rocking 
out with our students, in Drama 2. It’s still a fantastic buzz 
watching them progress, learning the theory and techniques 
for the songs they play in their lessons, in preparation for our 
charity gigs. 

Playing out live is the goal in Ready To Rock School but seeing our student bands go on to play their 
own gigs and record their own songs for CD and download releases, is the icing on the cake. Our 
current leading lights, Lucky 13, played at the Victorious Festival last year, were runners up at The 
Wedgewood Rooms Showcase Final recently against much older bands, are also recording their first 
album of their own songs plus playing out regularly on the local circuit too.......their average age is 14!! 
It’s an amazing privilege to be a part of that.’

We’re always encouraging people to give 
music a try either for the first time or maybe 
re-start a long held desire to play in a rock 
band so, it would be great to welcome ALNS 
students in, to experience the Ready To Rock 
School sessions. As we’ve now entered our 
10th year here we’re offering a 10% discount 
off the first month’s lessons to all ALNS 
students who join us in January.’

For more information and to book FREE 
taster lessons in GUITAR, BASS, DRUMS and 
VOCALS contact: Mark Thompson-Smith 
www.readytorockschool.com - 02392 598731

THE ACADEMY OF MUSICAL THEATRE
The Academy of Musical Theatre is an independently run 
performing arts school for children aged 3 to 18 years. The classes 

run at ALNS every Saturday during term time and cover 
musical theatre, ballet, tap and modern. AMT deliver dance 
and performance arts training whilst building confidence 
and life skills in a fun and supportive environment. The 
classes are perfect for initial training for a future career 
in the arts, or just for fun! You can even try for your first 
lesson for free. Get in touch via their website at www.
academymusicaltheatre.com or call Caroline on 07843 
202522.



The play is all about life, death, power and 
first boyfriends. 

Hollywood-wannabe Star, the ultimate 
Beatles fan, has cystic fibrosis, an 
inherited disease that assures a young 
death. She spends most of her time in 
the hospital, where she confronts fate 
with imagination by surrounding herself 
with MTV-inspired bodyguard Flunkies and 
‘morphing’ her dreaded therapy nurse 
into a pro-wrestler. Then, Star gets a new 
roommate, Courtney, who is Star’s opposite 
a pretty cheerleader and apparently not very 
sick. Neither girl knows much about the other’s 
world, but eventually they come to understand each 
other, and ultimately, themselves.

This is a powerful play about living life to the fullest and making 
the most of everyday.

It is being performed in the Drama Studio on the 21st, 22nd 
and 23rd March at 7.30pm with tickets going on sale in 
the mall soon. It has the saddest ending so bring 
tissues!!!!

Ms Firth


