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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
Welcome to the Summer term edition of our ALNS magazine, Latitude!  It 
has been an action-packed few months here at ALNS and I am sure you will 
be as astounded as I always am by the wide range of exciting activities that 
our staff provide for students to enjoy alongside their usual timetabled 
lessons. 

We are very proud of our status as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School 
and you can read a number of articles outlining the tremendous work that 
our RRSA Ambassadors have been embarking upon with children in other 
schools as they help to improve their knowledge and understanding about 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 
You can read the Articles of the Convention for yourself inside this edition and get a sense of just 
how important they are in shaping how our young people think about their world and their future. 
The Convention underpins all that we do at ALNS and is fundamental to one of our curriculum aims, 
that of developing every ALNS student into a ‘Responsible Citizen’ of the future. ALNS is very close 
to achieving the prestigious UNICEF Rights Respecting School Level 2 award, which we hope to be 
awarded when we undertake our final assessment in September. 

Throughout this year we have been developing even closer links with our 3 partner primary schools, 
Copnor Primary, Gatcombe Park Primary and Westover Primary. Our ALNS Challenge Club students 
have designed and taught challenging activities to a group of students from years 4 and 5 at a number 
of different events that have brought the children from all 4 schools together to learn in a fun and 
memorable way. We are also looking forward to hosting our first ever combined Year 6 & Year 7 PD Day 
on 29th June, which focusses on the two key themes of Developing Creativity and UNCRC Article 31, 
the Right to Leisure, Play & Culture.

There are so many residential learning opportunities available for students to participate in here at 
ALNS; in this issue you can read all about the school trips that took place in the Easter holidays visiting 
the Gambia, the Bay of Naples, Amsterdam and the ski trip to France. In July, we will have our annual 
Year 8 Camp and there will also be the culmination of the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme as the 
year 10 and year 11 students involved embark on their final expedition together. At ALNS we encourage 
every student to be involved in residential trips as they provide excellent opportunities to learn all 
about our world in a more informal, experiential way as well as developing the important characteristics 
of independence and resilience.

Finally, I would just like to take a moment to tell you how impressed I have been by our year 11 
students this year. They have worked very productively and constructively with their teachers to 
prepare themselves really well for their GCSE examinations. It is always an emotionally demanding year 
for our year 11 students as they end their 5 years with us with over a month of examinations. I could 
not be prouder of the confident approach they have shown as they calmly meet the challenge of each 
exam. We tell all of our students regularly that ‘their best will always be good enough’ and I am very 
proud of all they have achieved. I look forward to celebrating with them all at our year 11 BBQ on 21st 
June and am excited to see those attending the Prom on the 22nd June in all their finery!

Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve!
               

Nys Hardingham, Headteacher

HISTORY DEPARTMENT

Netherlands Trip
On the Monday morning we made our way to Dover to catch 
the ferry to Calais. We were very worried about a choppy 
crossing due to the storm the night before, however thankfully 
the crossing was much smoother than expected. We spent the 
day travelling by coach through France and Belgium into the 
Netherlands. 

We arrived at our lovely hostel where we all had time to relax, use the sports facilities on site and eat 
a nice meal. 

On day two we made our way into Amsterdam. Our first experience of the day was visiting Anne 
Frank’s house and museum. This was an incredible experience for the teachers and students to see 
where Anne Frank and her family and friends had hidden from the Nazis in their secret annex for two 
years, only to be discovered and killed in concentration camps a matter of weeks before the end of 
World War Two. It was a very emotional and thought provoking museum. 

Students were given a little bit of free time in Amsterdam to buy souvenirs and go shopping in the 
Grand Place before we began a tour of the Jewish district. We were able to trace the footsteps of the 
Dutch Jews who had been persecuted against in the area. 

We finished our day in Amsterdam with a canal boat 
tour exploring the city and hearing about its rich 
historical past. 

On day three we travelled down to Arnhem where 
our guide explained the story of the Allies attempt 
to protect the John Frost bridge from the oncoming 
Nazis which led to a long and bloody battle. We 
were able to visit the graves of the brave soldiers 
who fought to protect Europe from Nazi Germany 
and pay our respects. 

We spent the afternoon visiting Kampt Vught, a small 
concentration camp in the south of the Netherlands. 
This was a moving experience as students were able 
to see first-hand the living conditions of the Jews, 
the torture rooms, medical rooms, the crematorium 
and the gas chambers. That evening we had some 
time to relax before packing for our departure the 
next morning. 

We spent the last day travelling back to Calais 
but managed to have a bit of time to pop into a 
wonderful Belgian chocolate factory and shop for 
last minute souvenirs. 

The students were absolutely wonderful and a real 
pleasure to spend time with. It was a thoroughly 
enjoyable trip.  A huge thank you to Miss Easson and 
Mr Fenner for all their help.

Miss House

Summer 2016 - amazing opportunity!  If 
you are In Year 8, 9 or 10 and you are yet 
to make plans for this Summer then look 
no further.

Monday 28th March to Thursday 31st  March  2016
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MAYOR

     Making 
On May 17th we went to the Annual Meeting of the City Council 
at the Guildhall in Portsmouth. During this meeting Councillor 
David Fuller was elected and became our new Lord Mayor 
for 2016/17. He told us about the charities he was supporting 
during his term as Lord Mayor. The Portsmouth Voices Choir also 
performed and sang a song all about Portsmouth.

Mrs Bulloch

4

YEAR 11

      GCSE Textiles
Well done to all Textiles GCSE students on the successful 
completion of their course that culminated in the 2 day practical 
exam on the 12-13th May. Students worked really hard during their 
exams days and should be proud of their achievements.

Beautiful work has been 
created over their two 
year course and I wish 
them every success in 
their futures

Best of luck for your 
results in August!

Miss Perkins

GREAT ORMOND STREET HOSPITAL CHARITY

Cake Sale
At the end of last year, a member of staff from the support team held a 
cake sale in aid of Great Ormond Street Hospital Charity. This was to 
raise funds as part of the Hospital’s Bake it Better Charity appeal.

This was held because the member of staff has a nephew who attends 
Great Ormond Street Hospital for an incurable terminal Illness. The 
cake sale took place 1st and 2nd break in the staff room, but also with the help of 3 year 11’s – Ashleigh 
White, Charlie Saunders and Jessica Whymark – who gave up their break times to sell to students.

Cakes were donated by Ms Barnes, Mrs Edwards, Mrs Ramsey and 
Mrs Shepperson. It was a great success with £115 raised towards 
the Hospital charity.

We hope to repeat this again in November this year, but with 
more of the school involved.

Ms Barnes

BTEC    Dance Performance 
On Friday 11th March the Year 11 BTEC Dance students performed ‘Pandora’s Box’. Each student had 
worked incredibly hard and performed with passion and pride. Their audience was left blown away by the 
standard of their work and had high praise for each and every one of them. Many were amazed by the 

range of different styles including tap, ballet, salsa 
and contemporary.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each 
and every one of the performers. They should be 
extremely proud of themselves. They have shown 
that with hard work, dedication and an end goal 
anything is possible!  Well done. 

Miss Nicholas

BBC   School Report
13 of our KS3 students took part in the national ‘BBC School Report’ and planned, researched, scripted, 
interviewed for, filmed, presented, directed and edited their own (20min long!) news broadcast on the 
news and issues that affect them. Some of the top 
stories were: the amount of sugar in our foods; 
cyberbullying and women in sport.
 
They were all incredible and an absolute credit to 
themselves and the school. I was blown away by 
their confidence, dedication, journalistic skills and 
impressive leadership.
 
You can watch the full report here! http://www.
alns.co.uk/students/bbc-school-report-2016

Miss FlackCHEERLEADING SQUAD

     Cheer Off!
On Thursday 17th March our Year 7 Cheerleading squad went to the Mountbatten Centre to compete in 
the Portsmouth University Up 4 Sport Cheer off.

After developing and rehearsing their routine over 
the last 10 weeks they did themselves proud and 
performed with style and an abundance of energy 
and enthusiasm.  There were 12 schools involved in 
the competition - 9 primary schools and 3 secondary 
schools.  Out of all the schools that took part our 
team managed to win the ‘best jumps’ award for the 
impressive jump sequence within their routine.

Well done to all the girls, you were absolutely 
brilliant and certainly did yourselves and the school 
proud!

Miss Cooper



TRIP TO THE

          Tate Modern
On the 8th March the Design Department had organised a trip to 
the Tate Modern gallery in London. Students had the chance to look 
at a variety of modern art on this amazing cultural experience. Year 
9s study Pop Art in their art lessons and students managed to see 
Roy Lichtenstein and Andy Warhol paintings close up.

“There were lots of things to do and look at and it 
would have been great to have had more time.”
Dana Alton 

“The art was interesting.”
Aaron Cooper Miss Cherry

RM TRIP TO THE             Design Museum
On 11th February 30 Year 10 students who study Resistant 
Materials took a day trip to the Design Museum in London. They 
were using this opportunity to find out what ‘design’ was and 
learnt about the differences between style and function. During a 
one hour workshop provided by the museum, students looked at 
a variety of objects that disguised what they were and most had 
hidden functions.

Miss Cherry and Mrs Bye-Jensen 

WORLD      Book Day
On Tuesday 8th March, students in Year 7 and 8 all experienced the first ever World Book Day PD Day.  
Students visited three different themes and explored texts that they had never read or heard of before, 
participating in creative activities which ranged from creating board games, designing parallel universes 
and writing songs to writing stories about people from different walks of life.

Students then got a ‘cinema’ experience in the afternoon, watching the film version of one of the books 
that they were introduced to.

Please keep an eye out for a complete recommended reading list 
which will appear on the World Book Day area of the 
website soon!
          Miss Roe

5

ALNS

 Ski Trip

6

It was a crisp Good Friday morning when we boarded 
our coach for the 24 hour drive to Bormio, a ski resort 
in the Alps, close to the Swiss border.  With only a short 
delay on the approach to Dover, we were soon across the 
Channel and into France.  Our route took us across France 
and down through Switzerland, into northern Italy to our 
mountain home for the week.

After checking in to the Hotel 
Belvedere and organising ski 
hire for the week, we were 
treated to the first of many 
amazing traditional Italian 
meals from the hotel’s kitchen.

Getting kitted up for the first day of skiing was a new experience for many of the group, but after some 
advice and guidance from the more experienced students and staff, we all made it to Ski School looking 
smart and ready for action.

We split into four groups – each with our own expert Italian ski guide.  We all started out walking up 
the slope and snow ploughing back down, and each group progressed at their own rate, with people 
swapping groups each day to ensure they were with similarly skilled people.  

The skiing itself was very tiring, and at the end of each day our meal back at the hotel was extremely 
welcome.  We also went out for fabulous local pizza, went ice skating and sampled the local ice cream 
parlours gelato – it really was an action packed week!

Very soon it was the end of the week, and we were saying goodbye to our ski instructors who had 
taught us so much.  We boarded the coach and settled in for our return journey, which this time saw us 
cross Switzerland, Luxembourg, Belgium and France before arriving back at Dover before returning to 
Portsmouth.

This was a great trip, with all students and staff learning new skills and experiencing new things.

Mr Payne
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YEAR 7

 Design Competition
Thank you and well done to the Year 7 students who entered the ‘The 
Queen’s Birthday Picnic’ competition. Students were asked to ‘Use their 
imagination and create a drawing, painting, collage or cartoon using the 
theme: ‘The Queen’s Birthday Picnic’

Entries have now been posted and the winners will be judged by a panel and 
then feature on the website 

below during Seafarers 
Awareness Week 2016 – June 20th–26th.

Head Teacher 
Commendations will 
be awarded to the best 
school entries.

http://rnrmchildrensfund.
org.uk/

Pictured left are a 
few of those posted 
entries…

Best of luck.
Miss Perkins

BTEC

     
Students Collaborate

On Saturday 14th May 6 BTEC Dance students attended an 
all-day training day with Two Faced Dance Company and Sasah 
Shadid. The dancers are a part of the amazing opportunity to 
work collaboratively with dancers from around Portsmouth to 
create and perform a piece based upon the impact of the current 
refugee crisis. The students are working under the Pamodzi 
Creative Productions and will be performing on Saturday 23rd 
July at The New Theatre Royal. More information and updates are 
to follow.

A big well done to the dancers. 

Miss Nicholas

RRSA VISIT TO

         Manor Infants School
On the 4th November 2015 Chloe Cornish and Lubna Saleem visited Manor Infant School to meet 
with the Deputy Head teacher, Mrs E. Cornish, to discuss dates that would be convenient for the RRSA 
Committee to visit the children. The first date decided upon was the 20th January 2016.

On the 20th January 2016, Amber Ducane, Megan Hanson, 
Chloe Cornish, Lubna Saleem, Charlotte Squibb and Bethany 
Smith visited Manor Infant School to promote helping, 
kindness and sharing to the reception students. This is to help 
the school achieve the level two Rights Respecting School 
Award.

When we arrived we were welcomed by Mrs E. Cornish who 
led us to the Pufferfish Class, reception. 

Firstly, we introduced ourselves to all of the children and explained why we were there.  We started 
by watching clips from Dora the Explorer and explaining to the children alternative solutions to the 
problems they faced in the clips. The children were all very enthusiastic and many participated when 
asked questions. After this, we gave the children colouring sheets 
and talked to them about how we need to help people and how it’s 
important to be kind and share.  The colouring sheets where of Dora 
the Explorer and Superheroes. We talked to the children about why the 
superheroes are good role models and how we must help people like 
Dora the Explorer does. After this the children got into groups in tables 
- each group had a RRSA Committee Ambassador who supervised 
the children and helped them to develop their golden rules they were 
creating. The children came up with their own golden rules and all 
participated in helping. We packed up and said goodbye to the children. 
Overall, the trip was very beneficial for us and for the children.

Ms Firth

YEAR 10

  Prepare for Work Day
A PD Day was arranged in March to support students in their preparation for going on their work 
experience placement in the summer. During Aspiring Futures students have been busy preparing their 
CV in readiness for a mock interview.  As always this event has been supported by local employers 
and colleges.  Each student took part in a 1:1 interview, after the employer completed a feedback form 
which was given to the students the following day.  Students also had presentation skill sessions.  This 
year the boys particularly enjoyed this as they were given practical hands-on advice and tips how to 
look smart (many are now expert at doing the Windsor Knot!).  Students also enjoyed sessions that 
developed their communication and team working skills and Finance session to understand deductions 
from pay.

As always many thanks to all who supported this event by facilitating sessions and supporting with 
interviews.

Mrs Etherington
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UNICEF 

   Universal Rights of the Child Charter
As we move from being a Level One UNICEF Rights Respecting School to a Level Two school it is important to remind ourselves of the rights that EVERY CHILD has. Our school 
charter was developed using the UNIVERSAL RIGHTS OF THE CHILD CHARTER and it is important that our whole school community understands all of the rights that our 
charter was founded on. 

Ms Firth

Article 37 
(inhumane treatment and detention)
Children must not be tortured, sentenced to the death 
penalty or suffer other cruel or degrading treatment 
or punishment. Children should be arrested, detained 
or imprisoned only as a last resort and for the shortest 
time possible. They must be treated with respect and 
care, and be able to keep in contact with their family. 
Children must not be put in prison with adults.

Article 38 
(war and armed conflicts)
Governments must not allow 
children under the age of 15 to 
take part in war or join the armed 
forces. Governments must do 
everything they can to protect 
and care for children affected by 
war and armed conflicts.

Article 39
(recovery from trauma and 
reintegration)
Children who have experienced 
neglect, abuse, exploitation, 
torture or who are victims of war 
must receive special support to 
help them recover their health, 
dignity, self-respect and social life.

Article 40
(juvenile justice)
A child accused or guilty of breaking the law must be 
treated with dignity and respect. They have the right 
to legal assistance and a fair trial that takes account of 
their age. Governments must set a minimum age for 
children to be tried in a criminal court and manage a 
justice system that enables children who have been in 
conflict with the law to reintegrate into society.

Article 41
(respect for higher 
national standards)
If a country has laws 
and standards that 
go further than the 
present Convention, 
then the country must 
keep these laws.

Article 42
(knowledge of 
rights)
Governments 
must actively 
work to make 
sure children and 
adults know about 
the Convention.

Article 36 
(other forms of exploitation)
Governments must protect 
children from all other 
forms of exploitation, for 
example the exploitation 
of children for political 
activities, by the media or 
for medical research.

Article 35 
(abduction, sale and trafficking)
Governments must protect children from being 
abducted, sold or moved illegally to a different place in 
or outside their country for the purpose of exploitation.

Article 34 
(sexual exploitation)
Governments must protect 
children from all forms of 
sexual abuse and exploitation.

Article 33 
(drug abuse)
Governments must protect children from the 
illegal use of drugs and from being involved in 
the production or distribution of drugs.

Article 32 
(child labour)
Governments must protect children from economic exploitation and work that is dangerous 
or might harm their health, development or education. Governments must set a minimum 
age for children to work and ensure that work conditions are safe and appropriate.

Article 31 
(leisure, play and culture)
Every child has the right to relax, 
play and take part in a wide range of 
cultural and artistic activities.

Article 30
(children from minority or 
indigenous groups)
Every child has the right to 
learn and use the language, 
customs and religion of their 
family, whether or not these 
are shared by the majority 
of the people in the country 
where they live.

Article 29
(goals of education)
Education must develop every 
child’s personality, talents and 
abilities to the full. It must 
encourage the child’s respect
for human rights, as well as 
respect for their parents, 
their own and other cultures, 
and the environment.

Article 28
(right to education)
Every child has the right to an 
education.  Primary education must be 
free and different forms of secondary 
education must be available to every 
child. Discipline in schools must 
respect children’s dignity and their 
rights. Richer countries must help 
poorer countries achieve this.

Article 27
(adequate standard of living)
Every child has the right to 
a standard of living that is 
good enough to meet their 
physical and social needs and 
support their development. 
Governments must help 
families who cannot afford 
to provide this.

Article 26
(social security)
Every child has the right 
to benefit from social 
security. Governments 
must provide social 
security, including financial 
support and other 
benefits, to families in 
need of assistance.

Article 25
(review of treatment in care)
If a child has been placed away 
from home for the purpose of 
care or protection (for example, 
with a foster family or in 
hospital), they have the right to a 
regular review of their treatment, 
the way they are cared for and 
their wider circumstances.

Article 24
(health and health services)
Every child has the right to the best 
possible health. Governments must 
provide good quality health care, clean 
water, nutritious food, and a clean 
environment and education on health 
and well-being so that children can 
stay healthy. Richer countries must 
help poorer countries achieve this.

Article 23
(children with a disability)
A child with a disability has the 
right to live a full and decent life 
with dignity and, as far as possible, 
independence and to play an 
active part in the community. 
Governments must do all they 
can to support disabled children 
and their families.

Article 22 
(refugee children)
If a child is seeking refuge or has refugee status, governments must 
provide them with appropriate protection and assistance to help them 
enjoy all the rights in the Convention. Governments must help refugee 
children who are separated from their parents to be reunited with them.

Article 21 
(adoption)
Governments must oversee the process of adoption to make 
sure it is safe, lawful and that it prioritises children’s best interests. 
Children should only be adopted outside of their country if they 
cannot be placed with a family in their own country.

Article 20
(children unable to live with their family)
If a child cannot be looked after by their immediate family, the 
government must give them special protection and assistance. This 
includes making sure the child is provided with alternative care that is 
continuous and respects the child’s culture, language and religion.

Article 19
(protection from violence, abuse and neglect)
Governments must do all they can to ensure that children 
are protected from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and 
bad treatment by their parents or anyone else who looks 
after them.

Article 8 
(protection and preservation of identity)
Every child has the right to an identity.  Governments 
must respect and protect that right, and prevent the child’s 
name, nationality or family relationships from being changed 
unlawfully.    

Article 11 
(abduction and non-return of children)
Governments must do everything they can to stop 
children being taken out of their own country illegally 
by their parents or other relatives, or being prevented 
from returning home.

Article 10 
(family reunification)
Governments must respond quickly and sympathetically if a child or 
their parents apply to live together in the same country. If a child’s 
parents live apart in different countries, the child has the right to visit 
and keep in contact with both of them.

Article 9 
(separation from parents)
Children must not be separated from their parents against their will unless it is 
in their best interests (for example, if a parent is hurting or neglecting a child). 
Children whose parents have separated have the right to stay in contact with 
both parents, unless this could cause them harm.

Article 7 
(birth registration, name, nationality, care)
Every child has the right to be 
registered at birth, to have a name 
and nationality, and, as far as possible, 
to know and be cared for by their 
parents.

Article 6 
(life, survival and development)
Every child has the right to 
life.  Governments must do 
all they can to ensure that 
children survive and develop 
to their full potential.

Article 5 
(parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities)
Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities 
of parents and carers to provide guidance and direction 
to their child as they grow up, so that they fully enjoy 
their rights. This must be done in a way that recognises 
the child’s increasing capacity to make their own choices.

Article 4 
(implementation of the Convention)
Governments must do all they can 
to make sure every child can enjoy 
their rights by creating systems 
and passing laws that promote and 
protect children’s rights.

Article 3 
(best interests of the child)
The best interests of 
the child must be a top 
priority in all decisions 
and actions that affect 
children.

Article 2 
(non-discrimination)
The Convention applies to every child 
without discrimination, whatever their 
ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities 
or any other status, whatever they think 
or say, whatever their family background.

Article 1 
(definition of the 
child)
Everyone under 
the age of 18 has 
all the rights in 
the Convention.

Article 18 
(parental responsibilities and state assistance)
Both parents share responsibility for bringing 
up their child and should always consider 
what is best for the child.  Governments must 
support parents by creating support services 
for children and giving parents the help they 
need to raise their children.

Article 17 
(access to information from the media)
Every child has the right to reliable 
information from a variety of sources, and 
governments should encourage the media 
to provide information that children can 
understand. Governments must help protect 
children from materials that could harm them.

Article 16 
(right to privacy)
Every child has the right to 
privacy. The law should protect 
the child’s private, family and 
home life, including protecting 
children from unlawful attacks 
that harm their reputation.

Article 15 
(freedom of association)
Every child has the right to 
meet with other children 
and to join groups and 
organisations, as long as this 
does not stop other people 
from enjoying their rights.

Article 14 
(freedom of thought, belief and religion)
Every child has the right to think and believe 
what they choose and also topractise their 
religion, as long as they are not stopping other 
people from enjoying their rights. Governments 
must respect the rights and responsibilities of 
parents to guide their child as they grow up.

Article 13 
(freedom of expression)
Every child must be 
free to express their 
thoughts and opinions 
and to access all kinds 
of information, as long 
as it is within the law.

Article 12 
(respect for the views of the child)
Every child has the right to express their views, 
feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and 
to have their views considered and taken seriously. 
This right applies at all times, for example during 
immigration proceedings, housing decisions or 
the child’s day-to-day home life.



RRSA

    
Week

The 9th – 13th May was Rights Respecting Week at ALNS. During this week EVERY lesson focused on 
making one of the 42 Articles of the UNCRC  (The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child) explicit to our students.

During this week students experienced a wide range of lessons exploring the articles which included 
song writing using the articles in Music, the justice system in Personal Development and the right to 
privacy and accurate information in Computing. RRSA week marked the beginning of using the articles 
throughout the curriculum to raise students awareness of their rights and how they are applied 
throughout the world. 

On Thursday 12th May the RRSA Ambassadors organised 
Admirals Got Talent to raise money for local charities and 
the orphan school we support in the Gambia. 
It was an amazing evening. There was so much 
amazing talent the judges found it extremely 
difficult choosing a winner and almost impossible 
to choose between the fantastic singers and 
performers. However one stood out who 
had learnt a talent to speak for those who 
are not always heard and to do that on her 
own was incredibly brave. The theme of the night was Children’s Rights and there were several 
presentations about the work and values of UNICEF. Once Danni Francis, who signed the words to 
Gary Barlow’s “Sing” had performed, all three judges looked at each other and knew she was the 
winner. Congratulations also to the runners up the Year 10 band; Dixie, Oakley, Simon and Heather and 
all the contributors. A special mention has to go to Miss Cooper and the fantastic Tilly the dog who was 
a genuine star and to be honest a bit of a diva!

On Friday 13th May it was UNICEFs ‘Day for Change’ so we had a non-uniform day to raise money and 
end our RRSA week on a high.

Students and staff now have a raised awareness of the UNCRC and this will now continue to be explored 
within lessons and beyond. Our young people must have an awareness of the rights that they have.

You can find out more on UNICEFs website.
 Ms Firth

YEAR 10 FOOTBALL

             
Cup Final Winners

The Year 10 Boys Football Team 
made it four cup final wins in a 
row in April with a 4-1 win against 
Mayfield in the Portsmouth Schools 
Football, held at Moneyfields. Goals 
were scored by Jack Avison, Tom 
Andrews, Ben Smith and Lewis 
Beale.

Mr Stubbs11 12

ONLINE PLATFORM: 

               Show my Homework

EXAM

    Equipment
Did you know that you can purchase exam supplies from the Information Centre?
Pens, pencils and erasers are 10p each, rulers, pencil sharpeners and protractors are 15p each, compasses 
are 20p each, and clear wallets (suitable to use as a pencil case to take into 
exams) are 60p each.  You can also buy a complete set 
with all of the above for £1.50.

Mrs Etherington

To encourage students to work 
independently and organise 
their learning beyond the 
classroom we are now setting 
our homework through an 
online platform called Show 
My Homework. This online 
communication tool is available 
through the internet and on 
handheld devices such as smart 
phones and tablets for students 
and parents to check what 
homework has been set and the 
deadlines for each piece. It has 
a calendar that helps students 
organise their time to ensure 
that all homework is completed 
on time and emails and App 
notifications are also available to support students. A link is provided on the homepage of the website 
for easy access. If your child is in Years 7-10 and you do not have your personal login can you contact 
Miss Cherry and we can send the information out to you.

‘I love the fact we can track his 
homework with clear deadlines although 

he continues to think Homework due 
means he does not have to do it until 
night before instead of getting ahead or 
starting homework.’

‘I can now see what he is supposed to be 
completing.’

‘Love it - best thing that happened to my kids to support 
their learning’

Miss Cherry
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Year 7 and 8 students enjoyed a creative day 
at Chichester Cathedral with professional 
photographer Gail Ward, looking at the theme 
of ‘Sacred Space’.  The day started in one of the 
Cathedral’s most beautiful properties in Canon 
Lane where we were shown into a meeting room.  
The room was laid out with a gallery of Gail’s 
photographs from around the world.  After a 
quick introduction, the students were invited to 
look around the photos in the gallery and note 
down any that stood out to them.

One student noticed a picture of a field of 
poppies which Gail had taken at Flanders Fields 
and another liked a mountain view with steam 
coming from the top which had been taken in 
Nepal.  The mountain was worshipped by a tribe 
in Nepal and had special cultural and religious 
significance to them.  The idea of people giving 
spiritual meaning to places in nature as well as 
familiar architectual places such as churches, 
mosques and landmarks was new to many 
students and provoked some very interesting 
discussions.  Gail shared some of her stories 
and travel experiences and gave a flavour of her 
career as a photographer.  

After an introduction to some photography 
techniques and terms, the students were given a 
tour of the Cathedral itself with their cameras 
focusing on the key artistic works and their 
meanings, including the Lazarus tapestry, Gustav 
Holst Memorial, Graham Sutherland Painting, 
the ancient Arundel Tomb and the famous Marc 
Chagall stained glass window.  Once the tour was 
complete, students enjoyed some creative time 
with their cameras, exploring the cathedral for 
‘sacred spaces’ and trying out different contrasts, 

colours and perspectives 
completing specific technical tasks 
in small groups.  They were encouraged to find 
out the context of any photographs they took 
by questionning our guide.  The students were so 
absorbed by their task that many of the clergy 
stopped their work to talk to us and give ideas for 
the students’ photos.  

Heading back to download our work, we took 
a detour on the way back to our meeting room 
for Gail to take a professional ariel picture of the 
Challenge Club.  The photograph has been sent to 
astronaut, Tim Peake who is in constant contact 
with the key educational organisations like the 
cathedral within his hometown of Chichester.  We 
spelled out ‘Hello Tim’ with the cathedral in the 
background and hope that he might respond to 
Challenge Club at a later date, possibly even giving 
an opportunity to skype him in space!  

In the afternoon, students presented back 
their photographs to the group on a projector, 
explaining their ideas and techniques.  We 
appraised their work and evaluated the processes 
used to create different perspectives and moods 
within the pictures.  We learned more about how 
light can be used to create different effects and 
how to successfully use angles and objects to 
create focus and perspective.  

Overall, the day was extremely inspiring.  All of the 
students felt that they had learned new techniques 
they could use in their photography or artwork 
in the future.  We all felt we had experienced new 
ideas about sacred and religious spaces, gaining 
a greater understanding and appreciation for 
different cultures.    

Miss Hudson

ALNS CHALLENGE CLUB:

‘Sacred Spaces’ Day
Primary Challenge Club have been busy this term 
with two events at ALNS.  The first one was a 
creative focus for the students on the theme of 
Chinese New Year.  Students in Year 7 devised a 
practical project for our primary students using 
a traditional story from Chinese drama ‘The 
Butterfly Lovers’ – a tragic tale of love and death.  
Students learned the key characters used in 
Chinese drama and the acting techniques, colours 
and costumes associated with them.  They created 
masks and Chinese lanterns to use in their 
performance and devised a play to be mimed to 
the narration of the story.  

The Year 7 students who had 
been recently been learning 
about Asian instruments 
and musical styles in their 
music lessons, also created 
a pentatonic soundtrack 
for the play to enhance the 
mood and storytelling.  

The students showed 
confidence and creativity 
in the challenge, producing 
a fantastic performance for their parents and 
teachers.  

Our second event celebrated British Science 
Week with a scientific focus, exploring key themes 
within Sport and Science.  The event was run by 
Challenge Club students in Years 7, 8 & 9, with 

a project manager in each year 
group to help organise and plan 
their contribution (with a little help from Mr 
Wisbey in Science!)  

The students worked hard in the lead up to the 
event to research, plan and resource experiments 
around themes of physical endurance, the effects 
of fatigue, speed, stamina, use of forces and 
diet/healthy lifestyles.  They created their own 
resources for each experiment and handy visual 
aids to learn key words and new concepts.  They 

each delivered interesting 
experiments to the primary 
students, challenging them to 
predict outcomes and develop 
their knowledge of the different 
topic areas.  We included lots of 
practical exercise activities and 
games to keep the atmosphere 
fun and active.  

Challenge Club students showed 
excellent leadership skills 
and communicated brilliantly 
with the primary students.  

Congratulations to all the students involved, 
particularly Katherine Lai (Y9), Danni Francis (Y8) 
and Jasmine Lissaris (Y7) who helped to project 
manage the event and Grace Rance (Y7) who 
confidently led the warm ups and games.  

Miss Hudson

ALNS CHALLENGE CLUB:

Primary Challenge Club

Eight players from ALNS recently represented the Portsmouth 
Schools Under 15 team in the Pickford Shield Trophy Final.  Tom 
Andrews, Alex Andrews, Finley Gibbs, Callum Barclay, Lewis Beale, 
Lewis Turnbull, Tommie Key and Jake Dudley played in the game 
against Southampton Schools Under 15 team.

The match itself was well contested with Portsmouth eventually 
winning 5-3. Everyone should be proud of their performance.

Mr Gray

RESPRESENTING

             Portsmouth Schools



Over the Easter holidays 14 students travelled to the Bay of Naples 
to explore the geographical sites in the sunshine. We had a jam 
packed itinerary - climbing Mount Vesuvius, visiting the ruins of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii and travelling to the island of Capri by 
boat. All students set a fantastic example and represented ALNS 
brilliantly.  A great time was had by all.

Mrs Smith

GEOGRAPHY TRIP TO THE

                    Bay of Naples

On the 13th of April 2016 our RRSA ambassadors visited Wildern School for various activities, all to do 
with the rights.  During this visit we met Nelson Mandela’s niece and she talked to us about the Nelson 
Mandela Museum.  We also had the opportunity to ask her questions. 

We all mixed up with other schools to make groups.  In these groups we got into circles and faced 
the outside.  We were then read statements and we had to put our thumbs up if we agreed with the 

statement and our thumbs down if we disagreed.  
The statements were all about immigration and in 
the end we had a discussion about why we made 
these decisions.  The other activities we took 
part in were charades with problems that asylum 
seekers might face. 

At the end when everyone else had left we spoke 
to the ambassadors of Wildern School about what 
we could do to help us reach our Level 2 and we 
got some very good advice.  Overall this was a 
successful trip.

Charlotte, Ella, Oakley, Simon & Charlie

RRSA AMBASSADORS VISIT

                    Wildern School
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TRIP TO

      Gambia
This years trip to Gambia was 
a success. We had a small but 
perfect group of students who 
were a delight to take and share 
Gambia with. Highlights 
included seeing over 
100 baboons and close 
up encounters with the 
second rarest monkeys 
in Africa as well as 
spotting two crocodiles 
poking their heads out 
of a drain hole; all in the 
smiling coast of Gambia!

We saw the completion and 
official opening of the science 
laboratory at Kabifita Upper 
Basic School in memory of 
Nick Ponsford which was very 
satisfying to witness. We also 

spent time at the Daral Akram 
orphan school who welcomed 
us with a brass band and special 
songs written just for us. Mr 

Brown and his 
fantastic team of 
runners who took 
part in the great 
south run donated 
their money to 
sponsor the children 
for this year so they 
can go to school, 

have their fees and exam fees 
as well as their uniform paid for. 
We are going to be sponsoring 
72 orphans at the school and will 
be looking for ideas on how to 
sustain this in the future. 

The students all enjoyed the 
trip and we’re excited to see 
where their money had been 
used. We also spent time at 
Brikama health clinic and 
made medical donations which 
included paracetamol and basic 
first aid items. These were used 
immediately as they had run 

out of bandages. We were lucky 
to meet ladies and their new 
babies on the maternity ward 
and we were surprised to hear 
that they delivered with just one 
ibruprofen tablet each. We had 
taken many donations of baby 
hats, booties and blankets and 
gave some out to the new mums 
we met.

Many thanks to everyone who 
supports and donates items 
for us to take out. We will be 
having a shipment going in the 
next couple of months so if you 
have any first aid items, teaching 
equipment or any money you’d 
like to donate please get in touch 
dlucas@alns.co.uk

Ms Lucas

YEAR 10 STUDENTS MEET

       HRH The Earl of Wessex
Four students from Year 10 accompanied HRH The Earl of Wessex on a visit to the Isle of Wight this 
morning, to see first-hand the difference The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) makes to young people 
and communities.

Travelling via hovercraft to the Island with 
the Earl, Beth, Jay, Oakley and Simon were 
accompanied by Mrs Hardingham and Mr 
Payne.  On arrival, the group moved on to Ryde 
Arena, where they were treated to a display of 
ice skating, before the Earl of Wessex made a 
number of DofE presentations.

The Charity is celebrating its Diamond 
Anniversary this year, having helped to transform 
the lives of millions of young people in the UK and across the globe since it was founded in 1956.  ALNS 
has been offering the DofE award to Year 10 students since 2013.

Mr Payne
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Next Quiz: Friday 8th July.  
The quizzes are lots of fun and it is a great 
way of raising money for school projects 
and other good causes.  You are allowed 
teams of up to 8, and tickets are £3 per 
person.  Please email dlucas@alns.co.uk 
with numbers before the day so we can 
plan accordingly. Payment is made on entry.

FRIENDS OF

       ALNS

LOOKING

             
Forward

Monday 6th June  Gambia Project Week 1 (all week)
Thursday 9th June  Year 7 & 8 Parents Evening (second session) – 3.30pm – 5.00pm
Friday 10th June  Year 7 French Day
Monday 13th June  Gambia Project Week 2 (all week)
  Year 10 Exams (all week)
Wednesday 15th June  Governors Meeting: Pay and Conditions – 5.00pm – 6.00pm
Thursday 16th June  ALNS Arts Festival – 7.00pm – 8.30pm *IN FOCUS*
Monday 20th June  Gambia Project Week 3 (all week)
  Year 10 Exams (all week)
  PD Day 9:
   Year 7 Olympics Day
   Year 8 Prepare for Camp Day
   Year 9 Humanities Trips/Shakespeare Day
   Year 10 College Taster Day
Tuesday 21st June  Year 11 BBQ – 1.30pm – 4.00pm
  Governors Meeting: Human Resources – 5.30pm – 6.30pm
  Governors Meeting: Finance & Estates – 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Wednesday 22nd June  Year 11 Prom
Monday 27th June  Year 8 Camp (all week)
  Year 8 University Visits (all week)
  Year 9 Exams (all week)
  Year 10 Work Experience (all week)
Wednesday 29th June  Governors Meeting: Curriculum & Standards – 5.30pm – 6.30pm
Thursday 30th June  Gambia Celebration Evening 6.30pm – 8.00pm
Monday 4th July  Year 6 Induction Day
Tuesday 5th July  Year 6 Induction Day
Wednesday 6th July  Year 6 Parents’ Evening – 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Thursday 7th July  Friends of ALNS Meeting – 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Friday 8th July  PD Day 10
   Year 7 Boulogne *IN FOCUS*
   Year 8 STEM/Environment Day
   Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Taster Day
  Quiz Evening 7.30pm – 8.30pm
Monday 11th July  School Council Week (all week)
Tuesday 12th July  Non-Uniform Day
Wednesday 13th July  Local Governing Body Meeting – 6.00pm – 7.00pm
Thursday 14th July  Performance Evening 7.00pm – 8.30pm
Monday 18th July  PD Day 11 – Sports Day
Tuesday 19th July  PD Day 12
   Year 7 Performing Arts Day *IN FOCUS* 
   Year 8 STEM/Environment Day
    Year 9 Humanities Trips/Shakespeare Day
   Year 10 Africa Day
Wednesday 20th July  Celebration Assemblies
  Last Day of Term

DATES FOR YOUR 

              
Diary

IN

  Focus...

As students come to the end of the first year of their language 
studies, this trip will give students, of both French and German, the 
opportunity to put their learning into practice in a real-life situation, 
and, hopefully, the motivation to participate in the future in longer 
visits to France and Germany.  All students will have the chance 
to participate in authentic French conversations and try genuine 
French food!

Students are given the opportunity to have a language and culture 
experience during this trip to Boulogne which incorporates visits to 
local attractions and having a meal in an authentic French Cafe.

8 JULY – PD DAY 10:
Featuring: 

Year 7 Boulogne Trip

Aim – to bring the year group together as one, 
getting them to bond with each other.
Students are to get the idea that we are in this 
together for 5 years and we work as a team.
All of Year 7 participate in Drama, Dance, Art and 
Music workshops in the morning based around a 
theme. In the afternoon all students attend a live 
music gig.

The aim of the day is to provide all students with 
the opportunity to develop their Performing Arts 
skills and knowledge through a series of specialist 
workshops. The live gig in the afternoon provides 
many students with their first experience of live 
rock music.

The focus of the day is group work, team building, 
skills development and FUN!

19 JULY – PD DAY 12:

 Featuring: Year 7 Performing Arts Day

Arts
Festival 
in the Drama Studio

Thursday 16th June

7.00 – 8.30pm

Tickets £2.00

Join the Music Department 
for a musical evening in the 

drama studio.  

Students from all years will 
perform a range of solos 

and ensembles showcasing 
their talents and abilities.   

Tickets will be on sale 
after half term.        

We need you!
We want to continue providing resources and funds but 
we need your help to do this. 

If you can help the Friends in anyway, would like to donate 
a prize, take part in the quiz or discuss anything with the 
Friends please contact Janice Andrews - janandrews0306@
hotmail.co.uk or Steve Johnson - sjohnson@alns.co.uk



Please read this update on preventing injuries and deaths from “tombstoning” (jumping off high levels into 
the sea) this summer. 

Portsmouth City Council have asked us to bring to your attention that concerns of tombstoning have 
been widely reported to them by members of the public and local councillors to the extent that these 
are now safety priorities for the Summer. Community Wardens will be working closely with Police and 
partner agencies to help prevent and stop injury through tombstoning and the antisocial behaviour 
associated to it. 

Maritime Coastal Agency also has a tombstoning page on their website which features fatality and injury 
statistics. This also has an injury survivor case study and link to the high impact radio filler on the dangers 
of tombstoning:

As part of the 
tombstoning campaign the 
young person who was 
paralysed in Southsea in 
May 2008 has agreed his 
picture can be used in the 
campaign. 

Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents 
also provide some useful 
information on their 
website.

Community Wardens will 
be stopping young people 
seen tombstoning and 
taking names and address 
to write and visit parents 
if necessary. Young people 
who continue to breach 
the byelaws in relation 
to this matter could be 
subject to acceptable 
behaviour contracts or 
considered for legal action 
to prevent injury or harm 
being caused

Please can we keep 
ourselves and each other 
safe this Summer.

Mr Hutton

TOMBSTONING: 

      Preventing Injuries and Deaths

jumping into the 
sea can cause  
serious injury  
or even death.

Do you know  
what’s down there?


