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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
Welcome to the second edition for 2016-17 of our ALNS magazine, Latitude! 
We have had a superb start to the year with some fantastic feedback about 
our wonderful school! 

Reflecting back on the highlights of the past half term is always a delight! I 
am extraordinarily proud of our continued commitment to the personal 
development of all of our young people which you will see in our usual 
wide range of enrichment activities, extra-curricular events, PD Days  and 
trips included in this edition.  Once again, the ALNS Gardening club swept 
the board by winning the Gold Medal in every secondary school category at 
the annual Portsmouth in Bloom Awards – well done to Mr Beecher and his 
budding gardeners! Congratulations also go to the Health & Fitness department (Sarah Cooper, Charlie 
Stubbs, Mike Brown & Sarah Rennison) for gaining the Sports Mark Silver award in recognition of the great 
range of high quality sport and health-related fitness opportunities that our students enjoy here at ALNS. 

As a UNICEF Rights Respecting School, our commitment to promoting understanding and awareness of 
the United Nations Convention is central to our school ethos of being socially responsible in all we do. 
Last half term, we thoroughly enjoyed throwing ourselves wholeheartedly into the global initiative, ‘The 
World’s Largest Lesson’. Teachers and students really enjoyed spending a week in their normal subject 
lessons focussing their learning activities on specifically promoting the 17 UNICEF Global Goals; the week 
really brought home to all of us just how important ALNS students will be in shaping a better future for 
our world. The calibre of dialogue and deep questioning was just incredible because the way we educate 
our young people to be responsible citizens of both their local communities and our global society is truly 
outstanding here at ALNS!

At the end of September,  ALNS had a 3 day peer review by a team of four senior staff (a Headteacher, 
a Deputy Head & two Assistant Heads) from schools around the country, led by a highly experienced 
OFSTED inspector.   ALNS is part of national schools partnership called the Challenge Partners Network 
and so we do this Quality Assurance Review process annually to help us to identify exactly what it is we 
need to do to improve our school further. In September, the Challenge Partners Review team observed 
lessons, talked to students and staff and quizzed senior staff about different aspects of our school 
performance. I am proud to inform you that this year the Review team judged Teaching & Learning across 
the school as ‘outstanding’ (using the OFSTED criteria) which reflects the superb education that teachers 
and support staff provide as well as the excellent way in which our young people work with staff here 
and their parents at home to make great progress. The review team also judged School Improvement 
Strategies as ‘outstanding’ which is a reflection of the excellent leadership and management work done at 
ALNS by leaders at all levels. It was such a pleasure to see how much ALNS has improved over the past 
few years from a good school (in OFSTED terms) to one which the review team felt was now providing 
an outstanding education for its students. In particular, they told us that our Spiritual, Moral, Social and 
Cultural Education is an area of excellent practice, far better than anything they had seen before!

Congratulations to our hardworking students, parents and staff on an amazing start to 2016-17! 

               

       Nys Hardingham, Headteacher
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GARDEN CLUB:

Portsmouth in Bloom Awards
It has been a busy autumn term 
so far at the school garden club. 
There’s been a  bumper harvest 
of produce with a record crop of 
pumpkins, courgettes, onions and 
tomatoes from Katrina’s Garden 
and our allotment beds on the 
school fields. Much of the produce 
has been used at club sessions 
to produce a range of dishes 
and products such as rhubarb 
crumble, ratatouille, spicy plum 
jam and vegetable crisps. Pumpkin 
carving for Halloween was a 
popular session as usual. The club 
is proving as popular as ever with 
students from Years 7, 8 and 9 
attending the weekly club after school. The hard work of the students at the club has been rewarded 
once again by the school receiving 2 gold medals at the 2016 Portsmouth in Bloom awards.

Andrew Beecher

PD DAY:

      CSI Day
CSI Day was a great success as students spent the day as forensic scientists, investigating the 

murder of Mr Hutton. 
 

After analysing a variety of evidence including fingerprints, blood splatter and hair fibres, lots 
of creative and exciting theories were 

being thrown around.  It wasn’t 
until students all sat down to 

watch the CCTV footage did 
they finally accept that their 

Head of Year, Mr Gray, 
was the culprit. Luckily 

he is now safely 
locked away never 

to be seen again!

Mrs Ottesen
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 ROCK

  Challenge 
Auditions have been completed and rehearsals are well under way for ALNS Rock Challenge 

entry this year. We have decided upon the theme of the refuge crisis and have been exploring 
some of the conditions faced by some of the Syrian people who are choosing to risk their 

lives in order to improve their overall quality of life even if this means facing a treacherous 
journey to another country.  Students are working hard on this year’s performance and 

will be performing at the Portsmouth Guildhall on the 28th February. 
Rock challenge aims to encourage students to take part in physical 
activity and also tries to discourage under age drinking and drug taking by 

allowing students to experience a drug free high. Watch this space for more 
news on our entry! 

Mrs Pascoe

YEAR 5 ARE 

       Digital Gods
On Monday 17th October the Computing Department welcomed some of Copnor’s Year 5 students for 
a taster in programming using Microsoft’s Kodu software in our Media suite.

Year 5 took on the role of 
Creator as they designed 
and made their own worlds, 
complete with crazy 
characters, tricky terrain 
and treacherous waters.  
They used their new found 
computational thinking 
to experiment with the 
visual coding to move their 
characters around, shoot 
hearts and footballs (amongst 
other things) at each other 
and get their objects talk to 
each other.

The students were brilliant, 
enthusiastic and keen to 
learn new skills.  All were 
crowned Kodu Kings and 
Queens.

Thanks for joining us!

Mr Angio and Miss Driscoll
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FLASH

     Mob
Students at ALNS have been working on a flash mob performance which will be happening at Fratton 
Park in the next few weeks. Rehearsals are happening in Dance 1 on a Wednesday after school and its 
not too late to get involved. See Mrs Pascoe or Miss Nicholas for more details. 

Mrs Pascoe

YEAR 6      Prospective Parents Evening
The staff and students of 
Admiral Lord Nelson School 
were absolutely delighted 
to welcome so many year 6 
children and their parents to our 
Open Evening showing off our 
wonderful school on Tuesday 
20th September.

The evening started in the hall 
where Mrs Hardingham, our 
Headteacher, ably assisted by 
our Head Boy, Tom Woodason 
and our Head Girl, Dixie 

Garbett, gave a welcoming 
speech outlining exactly what 
it is that makes us all so very 
proud of our school here at 
ALNS. 
 
Parents were then taken on 
a tour of the school by Year 
11 and Year 8 students, who 
guided them through a range of 
spectacular learning experiences 
taking place in every curriculum 
area. As always, there was a real 
‘wow’ factor throughout the 

school as over 100 students 
vied to share their love of 
learning here at ALNS with our 
prospective Year 7 students and 
parents of next year!
 
Particularly popular were the 
free samples of tasty food 
prepared by our in-house 
catering team, Hamiltons, who 
feed us all so brilliantly with a 
wide variety of tasty treats on 
the menu every day!

Katie Holness

FOCUS GROUP:

            Anti-Bullying
This year, at ALNS, we have created a focus group of both teachers, support staff and students to consider 
how best we can raise awareness of bullying and 
develop expertise in dealing with it.   Over the 
year, we have planned a few initiatives, tying in 
with the National Anti-Bullying Week theme of 
“Power for Good”.  National Anti-Bullying Week 
is on the 14th - 18th November and we aim 
to launch our drive then by asking every tutor 
group to create a compliments tree saying nice 
things about each other.  We then have Drama 
workshops, senior student mentoring and support 
and other events planned over the course of the 
year in order to show that we are committed to 
the Anti Bullying Agenda all year round and into 
the future, not just during Anti Bullying Week.  

Mrs Holness



APPRENTICESHIP

    
          Open Evening

Airbus Defence and Space in Portsmouth are having an Apprenticeship Open Evening on Wednesday 16th 
of November. This is aimed at anyone from school leaver + that are passionate about Engineering, Science, 
Maths and Technology.

Please see Mrs Etherington for more details.
Mrs Etherington

WORLD’S LARGEST LESSON

    
              Global Goals Song

As part of the World’s Largest Lesson activities, a group of Year 
8 students have produced a short song, highlighting the Global 
Sustainability Goals.
 
Inspired during their Drama lesson, and knowing that the theme 
would continue in their music lesson the following day, Rohan 

wrote the song, lyrics and chords and then directed her group of 
Maisie,  Aimee and Grace to the performance that you will find in the News section of 
the school website.

 
This is a fabulous piece of work and we are very proud of what our students have created.

Ms Freathy

PD DAY:

     Asia Day
Year 9 students took part in a design 
session where they created their own 
Rangoli inspired designs as part of their learning 
on Asia day. Students worked large scale making 
chalk drawings to resemble the beautiful 
designs that are created in the homes 
when celebrating Diwali, the festival of 
Light in India.

Mrs Davies
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THE

    
Joe Waller Experience

On Friday the 16th September 2016 Joe Waller visited 
Year 9 for a fantastic visit.  This young, brilliant singer 
songwriter performed his hit songs and delivered a 
brilliant assembly about how he has achieved his goals 
and never given up on his dream.  He told Year 9 what 
it was like to be on the X-Factor and what daily life 
is like being an artist.  It was a great opportunity for 
Year 9 to know how much of a great experience Joe 
has and how much work he puts into being a success.  
His performance was amazing and inspiring.  Everyone 
enjoyed this brilliant visit.

Etta Seymour, Year 9

HAVANT COLLEGE

Chromebook Competition
Entries were submitted to Havant College from across Hampshire.  
Judges were impressed by the very high standard and quality of the 
entries.  We were delighted to hear that Victoria Lee was the winner for 
ALNS.   Victoria, her parents and I were invited to the award ceremony 
where representatives from Google, Dell and Getech congratulated 
the Chromebook Competition Winners.  James Leonard from Google 
presented students with their Chromebook prize.  James also announced 
an additional prize for the students on the day - a trip to Google London 
Headquarters for a tour and interactive digital workshops!
 
Our congratulations to Victoria and we wish her every success as she now 
continues her studies at Havant College.

Mrs Etherington

STUDENTS GET A

              Taste of the Wild
At the end of September, Year 9 students got to experience Duke of Edinburgh’s Award taster sessions as 
part of the first PD Day of the year.
 
It was an overcast, and at times, wet day, but that didn’t dampen the spirits of the students as they moved 
around a carousel of activities, each designed to reflect part of the Award.
 
Students spent two hours orienteering at Great Salterns, learned some map skills in a classroom session, 
created some impressive camp-stove food in a cooking session, did some basic survival and search training 
in our nature reserve, and all came together as a year group for some team building on the school field.
 
Despite the weather it was a great day, and gave the students a good insight into what to expect if they 
decide to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award later this year. Mr Payne 6



PD DAY:

     
Languages at Work 

With a focus on being a global citizen, 
the Languages at Work PD day helped to open 
the eyes and broaden the horizons of our Year 
8 students, so that they could understand that 
languages are able to open up an incredible amount 
of opportunities in our world. Our students 
showed their competitive side when placed in 
teams and faced with quizzes and questions 
about languages to test their global knowledge. 
In addition, students received presentations 

from both Airbus, a hugely successful and global 
aerospace company as well as languages lecturers 
and students from Portsmouth University to 
promote the importance of languages in the world 
of work. The day culminated with the students 
creating billboard posters and television adverts to 
endorse a job opportunity of their choice which 
involved the ability to speak languages. Prizes were 
awarded to the winning teams!

Mrs Britti7

YEAR 11 CITIZENSHIP TRIP TO

                   
Paris

On Thursday the 13th of October, the Year 11 students of ALNS gathered to the school gates full of 
anticipation, excited about visiting Paris, one of the most famous cites in the world! A city full of tourist 
attractions, life and amazing opportunities. Everyone was prepared for an overnight crossing on the ferry 
and I was pleased to see all my friends had the same size bag as me. But, some of the boys didn’t seem 
to have a bag at all? As we sailed out of the harbour, we looked back at the city lights of our hometown 
through our cabins windows. Luckily, the crossing wasn’t too rough and we managed to get some rest.

After some sleep, we woke to an early start. A start which was probably too early for most! Some of 
us grabbed a quick croissant and a coffee, already enjoying the French culture and headed down to the 
coaches for the long journey. The journey to Paris was strangely quiet; everybody was catching up on 
their sleep. I even noticed some of the teachers closing their eyes! As soon as we drove into the city, the 
Eiffel tower was instantly noticeable, it’s beauty towering over the entire city. We couldn’t wait to get a 
closer look.

The first stop was the famous Eiffel tower. We all piled off the coaches and grabbed our cameras, 
ready to pose for the must have selfies. Standing under the tower and looking up was one of the most 
impressive things I’d ever seen. It was amazing to think how long the tower had been there and how 
loved and appreciated it was by the entire world. We continued the French experience with a cafe lunch 
and a look around the traditional Parisian shops, buying a few souvenirs to remember the trip.

We then went on to visit the fantastic Sacré-Cœur, a popular landmark cathedral. Although the long hike 
up the hill was exhausting for some, including myself, it was worth it to see the impressive interior and 
hear the choirs sing, their beautiful voices echoing around the church walls. We had another quick look 
around the shops, some people even got their portraits sketched by talented French street artists.

By this time we were ready to head back to Caen. We passed the Arc de Triomphe and we even saw the 
Moulin Rouge theatre on the way out of Paris. Before too long, we were back in Caen and on the ferry 
for the overnight crossing to Portsmouth. Although we were exhausted, we were full of memories of a 
great day out in Paris. I’ll miss school trips like these, trips we can spend with our friends and teachers 
making great memories, however we will never forget them. Thanks to everybody for a great trip to Paris.

Dixie Garbett
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PARENT INFORMATION EVENINGS:

                               
Thank You

Thank you to all the Year 8 to 11 parents who attended the Parent Information Evenings. Thank you 
for all the feedback which we will analyse and use to act on the most common suggestions. The 
evenings have all been overwhelmingly positive with lots of positive feedback about what the school 
does well such as “Very supportive and caring and has really helped to make my son want to come 
to school”, and Show My Homework is also proving to be really popular with parents across the year 
groups.
 
The presentation and the booklet from each evening is now available in the PARENTS area of the 
website for any parents who were unable to make the evenings.
 
Thanks again for all your support. 

Chris Doherty

PD DAY:

     Ethics & Tolerance
In October, Year 10 students took part in a variety of  sessions  which involved understanding Ethics 
and Tolerance in society today, and the contribution each one of us can make with our behaviour and 
attitude towards one another by developing a fair, objective and permissive attitude when opinions, 
beliefs, practices, racial or ethnic origins may differ from our own.
 
During the day students discussed Crime and Punishment in the UK and 
across the world.  Are the systems fair? Capital Punishment – 
can errors be made?  We had speakers from the Samaratins, 
4U, Young Carers, Canine Partners and Lolene Elkington. 
Students were able to explore and further develop their 
understanding of society, to help break down barriers and 
reflect on their own actions and judgments.  

Mrs Etherington

CURRYS

Photography Competition
To coincide with the opening of the new Currys 
store on Ocean Retail Park, Admiral Lord Nelson 
students have been invited to take part in a 
photography competition.

The competition will run from 1st December until 
the 31st May, each month you can enter a picture 
of Portsmouth with a few words to encapsulate 
what you feel about your city.

Students can enter as many pictures as they 
like taking advantage of different seasons and 
conditions over the 6 month period.

At the end of May Currys will select an overall 
winner and present the winning photographer 
with a Digital SLR camera to carry on their 
hopefully ignited passion not only for photography 
but their pride in our city.

For more information and how to enter please 
see Mrs Davies
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FRIENDS OF

      ALNS
We are always on the lookout for 
volunteers who can support our 
events – whether it be as a member 
of the committee or just to help 
out.

If you would like to get involved 
with any of our events, would like 
to become a member, or would 
like to be part of our committee, 
please contact Jan Andrews 
janandrews0306@hotmail.com

Also we would welcome new faces 
at the quiz which is also open to 
Admiral Lord Nelson students.

COMMUNITY

    Update

Table Tennis is a sport for life…. 8 to 80+. ALNS has a tradition of producing 
good players who emerge from the coaching scheme run by Portsmouth 

Table Tennis Club based at ALNS. In 2006 the School’s Head Boy William 
George and Head Girl Davina Roberts developed into very good 

players who went on to compete in the Portsmouth League. Others 
have followed in their footsteps.

The Club is always seeking new entrants to its coaching courses 
which operate Monday evenings (7pm -9pm). The Club is an 
accredited Table Tennis England Premier Club with qualified 
coaches. The Club has teams in the Portsmouth League and 
the Junior and Senior British Leagues. Its Head Coach Adam 
Proszko is a former Polish international and Olympics player.

If you are interested to join, Club Membership and Session 
fees are modest. You are welcome to come along to a first free 

session. Contact Brian Hall on Tel: 023 92371141 for further details.

Friday
25th November

2016
7pm for 7.30pm start

£3 PER PERSON
NO FOOD INCLUDED THIS TIME (but you are welcome to bring your own 

food).  There will be a break half way.  Teams of no more than 6 or 8 please

Please email dlucas@alns.co.uk with numbers before the 
day so we can plan accordingly. Payment is made on entry.

QUIZ NIGHT
AT ADMIRAL LORD NELSON SCHOOL

A great sporting 
                 opportunity on your doorstep.
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LOOKING

             
Forward

Friday, 11 November Remembrance Assemblies
 11.00am - 1 minute silence
Wednesday, 16 November Local Governing Body Meeting – 6.00pm
Thursday, 17 November Year 10 Work Experience Launch – 6.00pm
Tuesday, 22 November Awards Evening – 7.00pm
Wednesday, 23 November Salterns Academy Trust Board Meeting – 6.00pm
Friday, 25 November Charities Challenge for Children in Need
  Non-School Uniform Day
Thursday, 1 December Certificates Evening: Year 12 – 5pm
Friday, 2 December INSET DAY
Monday, 5 December INSET DAY
Wednesday, 7 December Year 11 Parents Evening – 3.30pm
 Governors Meeting: Human Resources – 5.30pm
 Governors Meeting: Finance and Estates – 6.30pm
Friday, 9 December PD Day 4:  Year 7: Human Rights Day, Year 8: Performing Arts Day,  
   Year 9: World Languages Day Aachen, Year 10: Sex and 
   Relationships Day, Year 11: Maths/English
Wednesday, 14 December Governors Meeting: Curriculum and Standards – 5.30pm
Friday, 16 December 2.00pm finish for students

DATES FOR YOUR 

              
Diary

IN

  Focus...

An exciting day exploring PANTOMIME!
Students will take part in Drama, Movement, 
Music and Art workshops exploring elements 
of Pantomime through practical work and 
performance.

All of Year 8 participate in Drama, Dance, Art 
and Music workshops in the morning based 
around PANTO. In the afternoon all students will 
attend a performance of a live Pantomime from a 
professional touring company.

The aim of the day is to provide all students with 
the opportunity to develop their Performing 
Arts skills and knowledge through a series of 
specialist workshops. The live performances in the 
afternoon give students the chance to see some 
live theatre and dance. Through the 2 Performing 
Arts Days at KS3 all students will have now 
experienced live Music and Drama.

The focus of the day is group work, team building, 
skills development and FUN!

9 DECEMBER – PD DAY 4:
Featuring: 

    Year 8 Performing Arts Day



SPORTS

      Round Up
The ALNS road home from Rio!

After the huge GB success in the Rio Olympic games our 
ALNS students have been inspired and we have had some great 
sporting achievements already at the start of this term.

Our boys Football teams have made a gold medal start with 
both the Year 10 and 11 boys teams making the Portsmouth 
Cup finals.  They are in a very strong position to maintain their 
winning streak.  Year 7 and 8 teams are both in the semi-finals 
of the Portsmouth cup and again looking to go all the way to 
the final.  The Year 9 team had a difficult game against Priory 
unfortunately losing 4-1, but have a huge number of boys 
attending our extra-curricular club on a Monday after school so 
keep up the excellent effort.

The boys Year 9,10 & 11 Table Tennis team won the Portsmouth 
schools team competition with our Year 7 & 8 team finishing in 
3rd and 4th position. Numbers at Table tennis club have been 
excellent – keep on attending, we want to see as many of there 
on a Wednesday after school as possible!

Our girls Football teams have been at training sessions on a 
Wednesday after school, and all of the practice is paying off! 
Our Year 7 & 8 girls team are through to the semi-finals of 
the Portsmouth Cup preparing to play Springfield.  This team 
are really impressive and definitely strong contenders to go all 
the way to the finals.  Our Year 9 & 10 girls team were drawn 
against Priory in the first round but despite being beaten 
they showed huge amounts of determination and team spirit 
throughout the game to make all of us at ALNS very proud of 
their efforts.

Our Badminton club run by Mr Sharp is certainly one of our 
biggest clubs!  Due to the huge demand of students wanting to 
attend we have had to add an additional club night! Now Year 
7,8 & 9 club is on a Wednesday night and Year 10 and 11 club 
is on a Friday after school.  Mr Sharp and his Badminton teams 
always perform really well in the competitions so watch this 
space to see how they get on…but expect big things!

Sports Mark SILVER 
With all of our extra-curricular clubs and fixtures the biggest 
and most exciting news is that ALNS has been awarded with 
Sports Mark SILVER award!!  This is a huge achievement as 
there are not many schools who have been awarded with the 
silver standard.  There is a real buzz amongst our students 
in PE and it is fantastic to see so many of you engaged in 
sporting activities… lets keep the momentum going!

Our girls Netball teams have 
started their tournaments with all 
teams from each year group going 
to Portsmouth Academy for Girls.  
We have been truly impressed by 
the focus from all of our teams.  
Every year group has performed 
really well but our most successful 
team has been our year 9 girls 
finishing in 3rd position overall 
with as many as 9 teams entering 
their tournament.

Our GCSE Year 11 PE students 
have shown their commitment 
to the course by attending 
orienteering sessions at Queen 
Elizabeth Country Park, Kayaking at 
Portsmouth Water Sports Centre 
and helping out with officiating in 
our Inter-tutor group tournaments.  
They also won a Rounders fixture 
against Trafalgar demonstrating 
excellent skills in both batting and 
fielding.  Some of our classes have 
also had the opportunity to have 
a handball session within their 
curriculum time.  All of this will be 
preparing them for their practical 
assessment in March.


