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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
Welcome to the third edition for 2016-17 of our school magazine, Latitude, as 
we reflect on an action-packed last few months at ALNS!

Looking back at some of the amazing experiences that have taken place here 
in recent months is always a joy! I am so proud of the commitment of all 
of our staff to the personal development of all of our young people, which 
shines through when you see the tremendous range of experiences that 
are available to ALNS students. I was particularly delighted to welcome 
Lauren Steadman (a current post-graduate student at the University of 
Portsmouth and silver medallist at the Rio Paralympic games) to ALNS at our 
Annual Awards Evening who spoke inspirationally to students, parents and 
staff about her academic and sporting achievements and about what they can achieve for themselves with 
perseverance, self-belief and determination to succeed!

ALNS is a really collaborative school. In this edition, you can read about the events that our Challenge 
Club have organised and delivered to visiting children from our partner schools, Copnor Primary, 
Gatcombe Park Primary and Westover Primary. We are working closely with our Primary partner 
schools and have arranged an exciting programme of experiences throughout this year for our local Year 
5 children to have specialist taster experiences in different subject areas at ALNS. We have also been 
working closely with local universities and you will see a number of articles where university students have 
worked with ALNS staff to deliver interesting learning activities in a range of subject areas. Additionally we 
are continuing to aim to offer all Key Stage 3 students a visit to a University and some of these trips are 
also described in this edition.

Our Artsmark Platinum Award status recognises outstanding education across the arts as well as the huge 
range of extra-curricular and enrichment activities that occur here. Recently, we have seen Karl Rudziak 
(our famous local artist) visit the school again, demonstrating how to create a professional portrait to 
our GCSE students; our dancers have performed locally informally in flashmobs and more formally with 
professional dancers in a production that will be performed in London later this month. 

I do hope you will also enjoy reading about some of the sporting successes that ALNS students have 
experienced over the past term. Unfortunately, there isn’t enough space in Latitude to share the full 
extent of the sports activities that so many of our students engage in, so our PE Department have recently 
launched their own PE Newsletter that truly celebrates all of the wonderful sporting achievements of our 
students both in school and in their clubs in the local community.

As a UNICEF Rights Respecting School, our commitment to promoting understanding and awareness 
of the United Nations Convention is central to our school ethos of being socially responsible in all we 
do. Our event at the end of last term to celebrate our recognition with the highest award possible from 
UNICEF, the Level 2 Rights Respecting School Award, was genuinely moving and profoundly inspirational. 
Listening to our young people talk about their ambassadorial work left me in no doubt that ALNS is doing 
a great job at meeting our curriculum aims of developing our children to become successful learners, 
confident individuals and responsible citizens of the future. I am so enormously proud of all of them, as I 
am of all of our superb staff who ensure that education for every child at ALNS is truly outstanding!

               

       Nys Hardingham, Headteacher
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UNICEF

          RRSA Level 2 Achieved!  
Admiral Lord Nelson School is the first secondary school in Portsmouth and one of only 6 secondary 
schools in the South East of England to be accredited with the UNICEF Rights Respecting School 
Award at Level 2 standard. UNICEF award level 2 status to schools who demonstrate that they have 
fully embedded the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 
into their ethos and curriculum.

Following a rigorous inspection process, our report from 
UNICEF praised ALNS for its commitment to student 
welfare and wellbeing, for having an ethos that puts the 
UNCRC at the heart of the school and the staff for their 
dedication in embedding the UNCRC into the daily life of 
the school. We are incredibly proud of our ALNS students 
who are ambassadors for UNICEF, helping other schools 
develop their work in educating young people about the 
UNCRC and UNICEF’s Global Goals for Sustainability.

Achieving the Level 2 Rights Respecting School Award 
comes shortly after a Challenge Partners Quality 
Assurance Review in which ALNS was accredited as having 

an Area of Excellent Practice in SMSC, the Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural education of our students. 
ALNS also holds the Artsmark Platinum Award from the Arts Council England in recognition of the 
school’s commitment to providing quality Arts experiences for its young people.

We are delighted to have gained these awards that recognise our excellent curriculum at ALNS, based 
on principles that place the personal development of our young people firmly alongside ensuring their 
academic success, which is equally impressive at ALNS too! 

Ms Firth

ALNS AWARDED

Fairtrade Achiever 
Status Again!
We are delighted to say that we have once again been 
awarded Fairtrade Achiever status at ALNS. We are 
working hard to promote the values and principles of 
fair trade in school and hope this will flow out to our 
wider community. If you have any suggestions as to how we 
can further support fair trade, also community and charity 
ventures, please get in touch.

Ms Lucas



3

WELCOME TO THE

      Mystery of the Black Death 
On Wednesday 16th November, the Humanities 
Department hosted Year 5 students from Copnor 
Junior School, who were invited to explore the 
mystery of the Black Death.

We travelled back in time to 1346 with the scene 
being set by an impressive performance from 
GCSE drama students before the Year 5 students 
embarked on their mystery. They discovered details 
of symptoms, cures, areas affected, the types of 
people who were affected and reasons why the 
disease didn’t spread in certain areas.

The experience was topped off by some Horrible Histories Karaoke delivered expertly by Ms Lucas!

A great afternoon was had by all - thanks for joining us! 
Mrs Smith

QUINTESSENTIAL 

               Revival
Challenge Club students in Years 7-9 enjoyed a special performance at school as part of ‘Live Music 
Portsmouth’ from ensemble ‘Quintessential’, a group of professional artists.

The concert started with some well-known TV and film themes, played by the whole group and 
then followed a fantastic programme of music including a mixture of classical, popular and jazz styles.  
Each instrumentalist showed the students some of the techniques and special effects that could be 
produced on their instrument and each played a solo piece which showed off their impressive skills. The 
performers also encouraged students to join in with different activities throughout the event even asking 
a student to perform with them for a number.

Students were excited to join in and had lots of questions by the end which they had the opportunity 
to ask by chatting to the performers in groups. The whole afternoon was extremely enjoyable and 
informative. Our thanks to the Portsmouth Music Hub for organising the event.

Miss Hudson
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FEATURED:

Katrina’s Garden in FundEd Magazine
The January edition of FundEd Magazine has a feature on Katrina’s Garden inside.  Written by our own 
Mrs Keen, the magazine will be out in January.  The text from the article can be found below.

‘Our small courtyard garden was built 10 years ago, as a memorial for a pupil who sadly passed away. Since 
then, the garden has become a beautiful oasis for staff and students in our busy secondary school.

The garden consists of a series of allotment plots, as well as a small orchard. We also have a wildflower meadow, 
a willow-growing area and willow structures, a pond, a tyre-wall for flowers, and flower borders at the front and 
rear of the school. Andrew, a dedicated volunteer, runs a weekly after-school gardening club, which becomes 
more popular each year. He is the husband of one of our retired teachers and came in to work on our garden 
following his retirement. The children help him with any jobs that need doing, including planting and weeding. 
They also take part in cooking lessons, looking at a new recipe each week and using the produce they have 
grown in the garden.

The garden is a great way to teach our students about self-sufficiency by growing their own produce, nutrition, 
the importance of a balanced diet, the seasonality of food production, as well as teamwork. They’re also 
developing an interest in wildlife and the environment, and learning about the benefits of composting and 
recycling. All these skills link with the school’s curriculum, too.

Our produce is used in the school canteen and 
by the Food Technology Department, which saves 
us buying ingredients elsewhere – the school’s 
extensive herb garden is especially popular. The 
children also fundraise by selling seeds, compost 
and tools, as well as vegetables, homemade jam 
and chutney, and plants. Local gardening schemes 
and other schools also buy bundles of cut willow 
from our willow-growing area. We raise around 
£150 a year, which may not seem like a lot, but 
the club is less about making money and more 
about teaching pupils new and valuable skills.

We are very proud of our garden, and it has even 
won us five gold awards in the last two years at the Portsmouth in Bloom competition. It truly is a little piece of 
heaven amongst the hustle and bustle of a successful school.’

Mrs Keen

INTERVIEWERS

            Required...
...for Year 10 Prep for Work Day 
- Tuesday 7th March 2017

Are you able to spare a few 
hours on the morning of 
Tuesday 7th March (between 
8.30am to 12.30pm)?
If so we are looking to recruit 
a number of volunteers to help 

with the ‘mock’ interviews 
for our Year 10 students in 
preparation for their work 
experience.  This is the part 
of the day that students find 
the most terrifying but equally 
the most rewarding given the 
feedback that they receive 
afterwards.

If you are able to help with 
this and would like more 
information on how the event 
is run and what we would 
like you to do please email 
vetherington@alns.co.uk with 
your contact details.

Mrs Etherington



PORTSMOUTH UNIVERSITY

    
            Graphics Workshops

Year 10 Graphics students have had 
a wonderful opportunity from the 
University of Portsmouth. Students 
from the university, who are currently 
studying for a degree, came and 
delivered two workshops over two 
weeks based on branding and the idea 
of positive and negative images and 
words.

Maddison Casemore said ‘I got to 
experiment with ideas that I would not 
have done before; the university students 
gave us a wide range of creative tasks to 
complete in either a positive or negative 
way (based on a brand).’

Billy Milner: ‘It was practical and was good 
as the people from the university are still in 
education’.  

Miss Cherry

CHARITY

      Challenge
Last term we were raising money for two charities – Children in Need and the Ethiopian charity 
AHISDO. We have been working with AHISDO since 2008 when Ms Lucas, Mr Payne and Mrs Bulloch 
took some former student to visit Addis Ababa, the capital Of Ethiopia. We worked alongside a couple 
of other schools and CRED, a local Fairtrade charity based in Chichester with children, and ran a play 
scheme with the children.

AHISDO work with the poorest of the poor in the slums, many of whom have no income and support. 
We raise money each year to help send 6 children to school and college. This money includes their 
school fees, equipment such as books and pens, uniform and a meal every day. Without sponsorship 
these children would not have a way of escaping the poverty they currently face. Many children, 
who have been part of the child sponsorship scheme, have found work, learnt a trade and are now 
supporting their families as a result.

In addition to this, we had our Christmas bazaar during the last week of term where our RRSA 
ambassadors and students from all years raised money by running activities and stalls during breaks.
Many thanks to all the friends and families of ALNS  who support our charity work. We are making a 
difference and improving lives.

Ms Lucas5



ENGLAND v SPAIN

               
Wembley Trip

It proved to be a very entertaining evening for 
our Year 9, 10 and 11s at Wembley against former 
World Champions Spain. Despite the stellar 
opposition, it was, for 89 minutes at least, a very 
good night for England. The students got to see 
Adam Lallana rifle in a penalty and Jamie Vardy 
score an incredible diving header. Queue Mexican 
waves as the party got started! It looked like an 
excellent way to conclude Gareth Southgate’s 
time in charge. That was until Aspas had the nerve 

to bend that brilliant curling effort in to the top 
corner - and then Isco’s even later twist meant 
the game ended on a sour note, with the teams 
settling for a two all draw. However, that didn’t 
dampen the night for our students. 

It would be more than fair to say they did 
Portsmouth and our school proud. 

Mr Fuller

CAPITAL FM

          
Attendance Campaign

Since September, Capital FM have been running a nation wide attendance campaign for Year 10s across 
the country.  Students with the best attendance and those with the most improved got to go and see 
Anne Marie.

By achieving 100% attendance, 43 ALNS students were eligible to attend the concert at The New 
Theatre Royal at the end of January.

Year 10 student Faith Winning commented “I really enjoyed the Anne-Marie gig hosted by Capital.  She was an 
amazing artist live.  It was a fantatstic treat for having 100% attendance.”

Miss Freathy
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CHICHESTER UNIVERSITY

    Enterprising Women ‘Make the most of different 
opportunities - take risks and 
have fun.  All decisions work 

out in the end by learning from 
experiences.  Change roles if 
unhappy’   Mary McIntosh - 

MD Barclays UK, Compliance

‘You are here to dream, to 
build, to create and to innovate.  

Stay curious, be enthusiastic, 
bring your true self to 

everything you do and follow 
your passions’  Amanda Smith - 

Open Data Institute

‘Work out what you want to 
achieve in life, not just what 
job you want.  Yes, practical 

goals of a decent salary and 
work life balance are of course 
important, but what will make 
you love your job is discovering 
what you are passionate about’  

Laura Stuart Berry - Grant 
Thornton UK LLP

‘Communication is key to 
everything.  Never be afraid to 
speak up, ask questions, query 

ideas and talk to people no 
matter who they are.  Progress 

does not happen without 
communication’ Jo Ellison - 
Senior Project and Portfolio 

Manager - IBM

‘Never give up.  If you really 
want something, work 

towards making it happen.  
Nothing has to stand in your 

way’  - Gracia Amico CEO 
Petspyjamas.com7

KARL RUDZIAK

          
Returns

On the 2nd and 3rd of November, Karl Rudziak, a local artist, visited our school 
for the 4th year running to complete a demonstration of how he paints. This is an 
excellent and valuable experience for our students to emulate work of such a high 
standard. We cannot thank Karl enough for the work that he does with our students 
and ensure him that his influence is positive and helps students understand the 
painting process.

Students are currently using this demonstration to work on their own realistic 
portrait which will be available to view in the Summer Art/ Design show. 

Miss Cherry

9 Year 10 girls attended this prestigious event on Wednesday 16th November 
at Chichester University.  Students were given the opportunity to attend in 
business dress rather than school uniform.  Following an introduction from the 
guest speaker Anne Morrison, Deputy Chair of BAFTA,  students were given 
the opportunity to interview some of the following:
+ Amanda Smith – Account Manager – Open Data Institute
+ Keily Blair – Senior Associate – Morrison & Foerster 
+ Jo Ellison – Senior Infrastructure Project and Portfolio Manager – IBM
+ Louise Hall – Commercial Services Manager – Environment Agency 
+ Katie Grosvenor – Global Operations Director – MediaCom 
+ Gracia Amico – CEO – Petspyjamas.com
+ Natalie Martin – Director – Kitch Media 
+ Dr Lyn Batchelor – Coordinator BA Business Studies Degree Programme 
and Senior Lecturer in Enterprise – University of Chichester
+ Vicky Silverthorn – Professional Organiser – Founder – You Need A Vicky 
+ Sara Allen – CEO – Further&More 
+ Lope Ariyo – Food Blogger and Cookbook Author 
+ Abi Ramanan – CEO – Papi’s Pickles, DayOld and ImpactVision 
+ Laura Stuart-Berry – Shared Enterprise Lead – Grant Thornton UK LLP
+ Natalie Desty – Head of Maritime – Matchtech 
+ Mary McIntosh – MD – Barclays UK, Compliance 
 
Students were able to hear first hand how their careers developed, 
opportunities they sought, drive, determination and finding out what they enjoy 
doing in order to be successful in their career or business.  There was also a 

Skills and Interest 
Work shop where 
students completed 
activities to match 
their personalities 
to possible career 
routes.  The day 
was very inspiring.

Mrs Etherington
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ALNS SUCCESS AT THE HAMPSHIRE

Schools Swimming Championships
Four of our Year 9 and Year 10 students 
competed at the Hampshire Schools Swimming 
Championships on 13th November at 
Waterlooville, along with 78 other schools in 
Hampshire. 

The four swimmers from ALNS were all 
competing in the intermediate group (Years 9 & 
10) together in a joint age group. 

Representing ALNS in the pool, we had:
 • Alexander Edge 
 • Alesha Lee  
 • Rhianna Pedwell  
 • Liam Budd  
Our students were exceptional in a variety of 
events, picking up medals along the way.
Congratulations to all four students for their 
fantastic achievements. Miss Rennison

LEARN WITH US (MASTERCLASS)

     Southampton University
15 Year 9 students went to 
Southampton University 
to take part in a variety of 
workshops along with other 
schools to investigate post 16 
options and understanding the 
importance of GCSEs when 
selecting their options later 
in the academic year.  The day 
started with a presentation 
by UNLOC followed by a 
Science Masterclass.  A group 
from ALNS won the Challenge 

which was to design a boat 
hull that could carry the most 
cargo.  Judges were particularly 
impressed with their loading 
techniques.  In the afternoon, 
students worked as one 
large group to put together a 
presentation on ‘transferable 
skills’ and applying these to 
career pathways.  Working as a 
large group was a challenge that 
our students managed amongst 
themselves very effectively.

Thank you to Southampton 
University and the student 
ambassadors.  

Mrs Etherington

WHY HIGHER EDUCATION?

Portsmouth University Taster Day
The visit to the University included a range of workshops and presentations illustrating the benefits 
of higher education to Year 9 pupils. These include: an introduction both to the University and higher 
education in general; a tour of our campus; a question and answer session with some of our current 
Student Ambassadors and workshops from our Academic Skills department; a taster session of a 
Psychology Lecture, Student Finance and Students’ Union.

The sessions gave our students an insight into the 
facilities and opportunities available to them if they 
choose to progress on to University.  Students 
found this to be an informative day and for several 
confirmed that this is the route they would like to 
go at 18 or after a gap year.

Thank you to Portsmouth University and the 
student ambassadors.

Mrs Etherington



SCHOOL

      
Play 

This year’s school show is Legally 
Blonde. Rehearsals have started and 
the cast are fabulous. 

There will be more details coming 
soon. 

The curtain goes up on Monday 3rd 
April.

Ms Firth9

WORK

     
Experience

3rd July to 14th July 2017

Year 10 students are beginning the process of securing work placements for July 
2017.  Students and parents attended launch events which ran on 16th and 17th 
November in school where the work placement form and information booklet 
were issued.  All students in Year 10 are required to participate in this important 
opportunity. 
 
Why do Work Experience?
Work Experience helps learners understand and develop the employability skills and 
positive ‘can-do’ attitude employers are looking for. For many learners it helps them 
understand their own strengths, and areas for development; it builds confidence in 
handling new situations and in working within a team of adults. It helps young people 
connect their education with their future working lives and provides real opportunities to 
become clearer about their future career options.

Many students gain a valuable experience through work experience which allows them to 
develop their employability skills and ‘blossom’ in such an environment, finding new reserves 
of initiative and maturity. They clearly develop a sense of the demands of the workplace and 
working life, and some may indeed continue in such jobs when they leave school. Often such 
jobs will link them to further educational and vocational qualifications.
Ref: CDI – Why Does Employer Engagement Matter?  September 2014

Tips for securing a work placement:

+ Speak with family and family friends about work placement opportunities

+ Use yell.com to locate businesses in specific job sectors that you can contact within a 
   certain radius

+ Contact employers early, particularly if you are interested in sport, IT or working with animals.
 
Please contact Mrs Etherington 02392 364536 if you have any concerns or questions regarding work 
placements.

Mrs Etherington
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YEAR 5 SCIENCE AND ENGLISH

                                               Taster Experience
On Wednesday 2 November, we were joined by Year 
5 students for a Science and English Taster experience 
after school.

The session had a focus on an appreciation of nature 
and the environment around us alongside creating 
ideas for poetry.  We combined the Romantic 
poets’ appreciation of nature with a more scientific 
exploration of nature.

Autumn leaves and associated plants were studied 
under a microscope.  Students created images 
and explored language associated with their 
discoveries and their own appreciation of nature.  
They also did some chemistry to create fireworks 
– an appreciation of  the stunning sights at this 
time of year – and then put their explorations 
into practice in the form of poetry.
A fun time was had by all!

Mrs Green

ALNS

    Remembers
On Friday 11th of November the school turned their thoughts to those who lost their lives in 

World War One and those who continue to sacrifice for us as serving members of 
the armed forces. Assemblies took place led by Ms. Lucas, Mrs. Hillyard and Mrs. 

Holness to remind ourselves of why we wear our poppies and some of 
the losses that have occurred over the years since World War One in 

conflicts such as the Falklands War, Iraq and Afghanistan.

We then stood in a two minute silence at 11am, uniting with others 
around the country to show respect. We were particularly proud 
that all of our students responded fully to this request despite it 
falling in the middle of their break time. Well done ALNS!

Mrs Holness

INSPIRATION FROM THE 

Fastest Blind Man on the Planet
On Wednesday 2nd November, we were visited 
by the inspirational Steve Cunningham from ‘Blind 
Vision’. Speaking to the whole of Year 7, Steve, 
who is visually impaired, explained how he has 
driven a racing car, flown a plane and raced an 
offshore powerboat. Steve’s inspirational talk 
has hopefully shown our Year 7 students that 
regardless of any obstacles we can all aspire, 
dream and achieve.
 

We were delighted that Steve then spent time 
with a variety of students from Years 8-11, 
delivering 4 workshops, focused on building 
resilience, self-esteem and aspirations. 
Mr Fenner
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CURRYS 

     Photography Competition
To coincide with the opening of the new Currys store on Ocean Retail Park, Admiral Lord Nelson 
students have been invited to take part in a photography competition.

The competition will run from 1st December until the 31st May.  Each month students can enter a 
picture of Portsmouth with a few words to encapsulate what they feel about their city.

Students can enter as many pictures as they like taking advantage of different seasons and conditions 
over the 6 month period. Students can use invite code nm32e6 via google classroom using their alns 
connected account and upload images to the stream.

At the end of May Currys will select an overall winner and present the winning photographer with a 
Digital SLR camera to carry on their hopefully ignited passion not only for photography but their pride 
in our city.

Some of the top entries from December and January can be seen below.
Mrs Davies

CONGRATULATIONS  

           Liam Budd
Liam was selected to represent Great Britain at the Biathle World Championships through a qualifying 
event in Manchester last year. Biathle is a continuous run-swim-run event and part of Modern Pentathlon. 
Liam was on the bottom end of a dual age group 13/14 but still managed to come 15th (in the World!) at 
the championships. It was a fantastic experience for him to be able to represent his Country. 

More recently, Liam and three team mates gained two silver medals at the Hampshire County 
Swimming Championships in the 4 x 50m freestyle relay and 4 x 50m  individual medley.  Rhianna 
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Pedwell and her relay team also gained a silver in 
their 4 x 50m freestyle relay and 4th place in the 
4 x 50 individual medley.

Huge congratulations from all of us at ALNS for 
such an amazing achievement! 

Could  YOU make our PE wall of fame?  We want to 
hear all about your achievements…

Miss Cooper



HUMAN

     
Rights Day

Year 7 Human Rights Personal Development day 
fell this year on the actual international Human 
Rights day – 9th December.

The sessions staff planned for students ranged 
from learning about Fair trade, the experiences of 
Street Children in Brazil, Amnesty International’s 
campaign for sending greetings cards to prisoners 
of conscience which included Nazanin Zaghari-
Ratcliffe, a British woman imprisoned in Iran who 
has been separated from her baby daughter, and 
finally Nelson Mandela.

Students made Christmas baubles with messages 
of support and hope, created greetings cards with 
encouraging messages, took part in a chocolate 
trading role play game and discussed how best 
Nelson Mandela should be remembered and what 
his legacy is.

The students were a credit to themselves and 
their Head of Year as well as their parents! It was a 
hugely rewarding day.

Ms Lucas13

POMPEY IN THE

          Community Flashmob 
On Saturday 26th November 24 Year 7 and 8s attended the Portsmouth vs Stevenage match to 
perform a Flashmob on the pitch at half time. They danced with confidence and had an amazing time. 
They represented ALNS amazingly and demonstrated courage and their love for Dance. 

Well done guys- it was a huge achievement and something to be very proud of.
Miss Nicholas 

PAMODZI CREATIVES LONDON PRODUCTION 
‘What are you doing here mate?’ 
Last year 4 Year 11 BTEC dancers had the amazing opportunity to work in a professional setting on 
a production based upon the refugee crisis. This was such a success that it will now be performed 
in London. The 4 students had to audition for a new part within the production of which all four 
were successful. They danced beautifully and demonstrated how talented they are as performers. The 
production of ‘What are you doing here mate’ will be performed in London on Saturday 25th February.

Well done girls on being a part of something spectacular; something that has a powerful message and is 
speaking on behalf of refugees. You are part of something, and it will make a difference.

Miss Nicholas 
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15 YEARS OF

  Student Voice in Portsmouth
On Monday 16th January, representatives from ALNS were invited to attend the CoPs celebration of 15 
years of Student Voice in Portsmouth at the House of Commons.

Dixie Garbett and Rosy Stevens were invited to perform and provide the musical entertainment for the 
evening which was a real honour as ALNS students were the only ones invited to this from the city.

The evening took place in the Jubilee Rooms 
at the House of Commons where we listened 
to a number of high profile people who have 
impacted upon Student Voice within Portsmouth 
over the past 15 years. It was a proud moment 
to listen to Hayden Taylor (an ex ALNS student) 
talk about his experiences and how his current 
work with Student Voice in the city started 
during his time at ALNS. Mr Labedz (Executive 
Headteacher) also talked about the value of 
Student Voice and how important it is for us 
to hear it and act upon it. The evening was 
attended by our local MPs and supporters of 
Student Voice at both national and local level.

It was a privilege to represent ALNS at such an important event and as always our students were 
exceptional.

Ms Firth

COMPUTING

          Club
Our new computing club has currently got five more sessions with student experts from the University 
of Portsmouth. They are mostly from the computer games technology course and will be teaching and 
demonstrating 3D graphics and programming; each week will be something different. Hopefully this club 
will be able to help develop any budding programmer or graphical artist.

In the first week we were 
taught how to do some basic 
programming in the language 
Python.  We were taught about 
how games characters were 
unwrapped and coloured and 
textured before being reapplied 
to a model. We experimented 
with making our own Minecraft 
characters. The students also 
played some of the demo games 
the uni students had made.

Mr Collier
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PD

  Day 5

ALNS AT A

        Headteachers Conference
On Thursday 19th January, we were invited 
to present at a Headteachers conference in 
Christchurch. ALNS was asked as a result of 
our amazing Challenge Partners Review back in 
September when the visitors agreed that our 
Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education of 
students was truly outstanding and a real area of 
excellence. One of the Headteachers who did the 
review was particularly interested in our work 
with UNICEF and becoming a Rights Respecting 
School.

We were asked to talk about becoming a Level 
2 Rights Respecting School and all the great 
work that takes place at ALNS. As we are now 
true ambassadors of the UNCRC, we were very 
excited to go and talk about it.

Charlotte Coqueral and Ella Fitzgerald came 
with me to the hotel in Christchurch where we 
delivered a talk and a workshop all about the 
UNCRC, what it is, why it matters and talked 
about what we do so well at ALNS. The 2 students 
answered questions and helped to run some 
of the activities.  It was a real challenge for the 
Headteachers to work out which rights were real 

and which we had made up ourselves but they did 
it the end!

Lots of the schools had started on their journeys 
already and some were hearing all about the 
UNCRC for the first time so we answered a wide 
range of questions and could offer lots of support 
and ideas for them to take back to their schools. 
It was a great afternoon and we felt a real sense 
of achievement when we stood back and watched 
a room full of educational leaders reading the 
rights of children to each other and feeling as 
strongly as we do at ALNS about being a Rights 
Respecting School.

Ms Firth

Personal Development Days at ALNS provide an 
opportunity for students to immerse themselves in 
learning activities for a whole day and they cover themes 
that are not necessarily addressed in subject areas of the 
curriculum.  PD Day 5 was no exception with students 
from all year groups involved in a wide range of activities, 
both in and out of school and abroad.

Year 7 – Conflict and Resolution
For Year 7 Conflict and Resolution Day, students looked 
at topics including Anti-Bullying, resolving conflict in teams, 
hate crime, and also had a session on Prevent, which is part 
of the Government’s counter-terrorism strategy.

Head of Key Stage 3 Katie Holness commented “Today 
gives Year 7 students a fabulous opportunity to develop their 
understanding of all forms of conflict and resolution, from 
bullying all the way up to international conflicts.”
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Year 8 – The World at War
More than 50 students travelled to Ypres, Belgium, on the annual 
trip to support their studies of World War One (full trip write up 
coming soon).  Half of the remaining Year 8 students completed 
activities in school while the other half visited the Royal 
Navy Submarine Museum (pictured) – plus the newly opened 
‘Explosion!’.

Those students remaining in school completed sessions in 
research, letter writing, poetry and drama, and were also treated 
to a performance by Rupert Mason of Mr Owen’s Pocket Book, which recounts the life and final hours 
of war poet Wilfred Owen. 

At Explosion!, the story of naval warfare is told in dramatic style, in an interactive museum housed in 
the Royal Navy’s former Ordnance Depot at Priddy’s Hard.   The Submarine Museum’s main attraction 
is HMS Alliance, the UK’s only surviving walk through WW2 era submarine and the memorial to 5,300 
British submariners who have given their lives in service.

Year 9 – Stock Market Challenge
The Stock Market Challenge gave Year 9 students the chance to become a trader for the day, tracking, 
buying and selling shares over the course of a virtual week (one day per lesson) and also reacting to the 

market.  The sessions give students an insight into the way business news is reported 
in the media and demands the ability to analyse information quickly and accurately.  
The Stock Market Challenge is about the experience of trading but more importantly 
it is about using and developing skills, the most important of which is teamwork.

“The Stock Market Challenge is an exciting, 
rewarding and competitive activity that gives our students the chance 
to trade like brokers do on trading floors and online all over the world 
every day.”  Claire Parsons, Director of Mathematics and Leader 
of the Stock Market Challenge Day 

Year 10 – Design Trip and Enterprise Challenge
A coach full of Design students visited Brighton.  As part of 
their studies, students must complete observational studies of a 
location, and Brighton is a fantastic destination for this purpose.  
Students visited the Pavilion and also the Brighton Museum, 
located at the heart of the city’s cultural quarter.

Students in school took part in an enterprise challenge, designing their own chocolate brand.  
Working in teams, students have designed their own chocolates and packaging, worked 
out the costs of production and also created a marketing campaign including a TV advert.  
The winning team will get their chocolates produced over half term by local chocolatier 
Chocablock Limited.  

The GCSE Food students also completed a session based on developing a range of new skills 
and techniques, in order to improve and develop their food presentation skills (pictured). 
Students were given a range of ingredients to choose from and worked in pairs to plan, 
prepare and cook their dishes. 

“I was extremely impressed by the creativity shown and the professional finish of their dishes and the 
guest judges had a hard decision to make when deciding on the top three from each GCSE group.” 
Mrs Lisa Martin 

Year 11 – Science, MFL and ECDL
Year 11 students spent PD Day 5 focussing on specific GCSE subjects, with time for English, 
Maths and ECDL on PD Day 6.  Head of Key Stage Four, Bethan Woodall-Jones commented 
“This is a fantastic opportunity for students to spend some dedicated time with specialist Science, 
Languages and Computing staff, at a very important time in their education.” 

Mr Payne
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PD

  Day 6
The last day of this half term saw students taking part in the second of two Personal Development 
Days at ALNS.  PD Day 6 once again provided access to a wide range of activities in school and in the 
community.  Over 50 Year 8 students visited  Ypres on a history trip focussed on World War One, 
while another group spent the day travelling to the Gambia – full stories on both international trips will 
follow soon.   

Year 7 – Safety & Wellbeing
Safety and Wellbeing day was made up 
of a carousel of hour-long sessions for 
students presented by external speakers, 
all based around personal safety and 
wellbeing, plus a session about life at 
university, delivered by Chichester 
University.
“These sessions focus on healthy 
relationships, and will help prepare our Year 
7 students for the next chapter in their lives” 
Katie Holness, Head of Key Stage Three. 

Year 8 – The World at War
The two halves of the year group swapped activities for 
PD Day 6, with those students that remained in school 
on PD Day 5 visiting the Royal Navy Submarine Museum 
(pictured) – plus the newly opened ‘Explosion!’, while the 
other half remained 
in school and worked 
on literacy projects 
connected to war 
(pictured).  Those 
students also got 
their opportunity to 
experience Rupert 
Mason’s performance 
of Mr Owen’s Pocket 
Book, which recounts 
the life and final hours 
of war poet Wilfred 
Owen.

Year 9 – Parenthood
The day was divided into five sessions covering aspects of healthy family relationships, which all 
combined to make an action–packed day for Year 9 students. 

Year 10 – Creativity and Enterprise Challenge
The Unloc Enterprise Academy returned to school for PD Day 6 to give even more students the 
opportunity to take part in their chocolate enterprise challenge.  The Unloc Enterprise Academy 
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SAINSBURY’S

       Active Kids Vouchers 
Do you shop in Sainsburys?  If so, please help us by 
collecting the Active Kids vouchers. 

The PE department will collect these vouchers and 
then put them towards new sports equipment.  The 
more vouchers we collect, the more equipment we 
can order!

There is a collection box in the PE Department 
office, or hand vouchers to any member of PE staff.

Thank you in advance for your help.

Miss Cooper

develops young peoples’ knowledge, 
skills and attitudes whilst developing 
entrepreneurial sensibilities. As with 
PD Day 5, students were designing 
their own chocolate brand.  The 
winning team will get their chocolates 
produced over half term by local 
chocolatier Chocablock Limited.
Students also focussed on their 
creative skills, with a range of sessions 
based on their creativity option 
subjects (pictured).

“It’s been really inspirational to see Year 10 students getting so involved with their creativity option subjects, and 
the enthusiasm shown in the chocolate enterprise challenge was outstanding.” 
Heather Freathy, Head of Year 10.

Year 11 students spent PD Day 6 focussing on English, Maths and ECDL subjects.  

Mr Payne
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AACHEN

      
Trip

On Thursday 8th December, 112 students and 13 excited members 
of staff set off at 10pm on an adventure to Aachen in Germany to 
discover the delights of the Christmas markets! Primed with pillows, 
blankets, toiletries and an abundance of food and drink (primarily 
sweets and chocolate!) we were ready for our 32 hour trip to the 
continent. 

We travelled to the port of Dover and crossed the channel to Calais, 
where we drove the remainder of the journey through Holland and 
Belgium before arriving mid-morning in the town of Aachen, which is 

famous for its incredible Christmas market and festive 
atmosphere. Our first stop was for breakfast in a typical 
German restaurant which gave us the much-needed 
energy for the shopping and sight-seeing packed day. We 
had the opportunity to visit the Aquis Plaza, a brand new 
shopping centre, before visiting the town centre. Students 
had the chance to see the cathedral, town hall and 
fountains and at the same time, soak up the culture and 
tradition of the season.  

Much was on offer at the Christmas market including 
hand-made decorations, personalised gifts, a huge variety 
of food and souvenirs of all kinds. Students got the chance 
to try out their German in the bakeries where Printen 

were being sold, which are a type of gingerbread, often decorated with nuts or chocolate. These sweet 
treats have protected designation of origin and can therefore only be bought in the town of Aachen and 
nowhere else in the world. 

A hearty traditional German dinner was on offer 
in the early evening and many students enjoyed the 
opportunity to try out a Schnitzel!

A trip to Germany would not have been complete 
without a visit to the Lindt Chocolate Factory 
Outlet shop which was the last port of call on our 
list. The shop itself was huge and a chocolate lover’s 
dream. Advent calendars, chocolate teddies and 
the iconic Kugeln were snapped up by the students 
and staff alike. Most purchases were presents for 
loved ones at home, but not all made it that far and 
were gobbled up before we even left for the return 
journey!

After two overnight journeys by coach and by ferry, 
and a long day exploring the town of Aachen, a very 
weary but contented group of students and staff 
returned in the early hours of Saturday morning. A 
well-deserved long sleep for all involved beckoned, 
after such a wonderful and successful trip. 

Mrs Britti
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PORTSMOUTH

       Literature Quiz Winners
On Thursday 26th January, 16 students from Year 7 competed in the 10th annual Portsmouth Literature 
Quiz and won!

We competed against six other schools from across the city, at the event run by the Portsmouth 
Schools Library Service, answering questions on a range of literary topics, including on specific novels as 
well as general literature knowledge.

The students spent the last couple of months preparing for the event, reading a range of novels by the 
guest authors and meeting up after school to discuss the novels and practice their quizzing skills.

We were also lucky enough to meet the four guest authors at the event, Ali Sparkes, Miriam Halahmy, 
Jamie Briggs and Andy Thompson.

Well done to everyone involved! Miss Flack

FRIENDS OF

             
ALNS

Summer Extravaganza / Cancer Charity Fun Day 
Sunday 25th June 2017

Any individuals who offer sales or a service and would like a pitch, please contact janandrews0306@
hotmail.co.uk for booking details. We will only book one of each so early reservations recommended. 

OUR DONATION TO THE 

                Foodbank
On Tuesday 31st of January, we dropped off all of the 
bags and boxes of food kindly donated by staff and 
students to the following food bank in Powerscourt 
Road: https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-
foodbank/portsmouth/

Many thanks to everyone - the staff at the food bank 
were overwhelmed by the number of donations and 
would like to extend an invitation to anyone who 
would like to pop down and see what they do and 
even volunteer!
 
Huge thanks to Ms Stevenson for helping carry all 
the bags in and Mr Bewer for loading the car.
Thank you very much to everyone who donated 
from me and the foodbank volunteers!

Ms Lucas
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Thanks to our retiring Chair of Governors
Those of you who were able to join us at our Annual Awards Evening heard all about the tremendous 
commitment Jeff Smith has given to ALNS over the past 2 decades. His two daughters both attended 
ALNS in its very early days, so his initial commitment to the school was both as a Governor and as 
a parent. Jeff was a member of the very first Governing Body of ALNS; this meant he was involved in 
establishing a completely new school and building and he was part of the welcoming committee when 
Queen Elizabeth II opened the new school building in 2007. 

After a few years he became Chair of Governors, working alongside our first Headteacher, Dianne 
Smith, to secure the early development of the school facilities.  After a spell away from ALNS he 
returned again to work alongside our second Headteacher, Steven Labedz; as Chair of the ALNS 
Governing Body, Jeff was instrumental in guiding ALNS through the process of becoming an Academy, 
subsequently taking on the role of Chair of the Salterns Academy Trust Board of Directors and guiding 
the initial development of our Trust.   

There have been many changes over the years as ALNS has matured as a school; looking back, Jeff was 
pivotal in ensuring that the school thrived and did not stand still. His commitment and leadership on the 
school governing body has been outstanding and he deserves our recognition and thanks for this.

The Friends of ALNS recognised Jeff ’s long service to the school as a volunteer with a special award 
that was presented to Jeff in early December by myself and the Headteacher, Nys Hardingham. Jeff was 
unable to receive his award at our Awards Evening as he was otherwise engaged awaiting the imminent 
arrival of his first grandchild! 

As current Chair of Governors, I and the ALNS Governing Body would also like to extend our thanks 
to him on behalf of the school and wish him the very best in his much deserved retirement! 

Tania Osborne
Chair of ALNS Governing Body

We are always keen to hear from parents who 
are interested in becoming parent governors.  
Parent governors are elected by and from the 
parents of children who attend ALNS.  They 
serve a four-year term of office and bring a very 
important and valued perspective to the work of 
the governing body.

The governing body has a vital role to play 
in making sure every child receives the best 
possible education. This is achieved by ensuring 
that governors have the necessary skills and 
commitment to contribute to the effective 
governance and success of the school.  The 
particular skills that governing bodies need 
will vary and will include personal qualities and 
capabilities, such as the ability and willingness to 
learn and work as part of a team.  It is expected 

that governors will make use of the various 
training opportunities available to them and play a 
full part in the work of the governing body.

Most governing body meetings are held on a 
Wednesday evening.  Local governing body 
meetings are held twice a term at 6.00pm and 
usually last approximately 2 hours.  In addition 
to this, you will be expected to attend your 
nominated committee* meeting once a term. 
Committee meetings usually start at 5.30pm and  
last between 1 and 2 hours.
* Committees are: Curriculum & Standards, Finance & 
Estates and Human Resources.

If you are interested in becoming a governor and 
wish to discuss this, please contact our HR Director
 Mrs Young at the school on byoung@alns.co.uk

Parent Governors

COMMUNITY

         Update
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LOOKING

             
Forward

Monday, 27 February Fair Trade Fortnight

 Year 11 Mock Exams

Wednesday, 01 March Mentoring Day

 18:00 Governors Meeting: Salterns Academy Trust Board

Tuesday, 07 March PD Day 7: 

  Year 7: World Book Day

  Year 8: World Book Day

   Year 9: Design Trips

   Year 10: Preparation for Work Day

   Year 11: Humanities/Progress Focus (ECDL for Silver and 
  Green pathways)

Wednesday, 08 March Year 7 Badminton Event

 15:15 Union Meeting

Thursday, 09 March 18:30 Year 8 Curriculum Evening

Wednesday, 15 March 17:00 Governors Meeting: Pay and Conditions

 18:00 Local Governing Body Meeting

 18:30 Soundsational

Thursday, 16 March 16:00 Year 7 and 8 Parents Evening: First Session

Wednesday, 22 March 17:30 Governors Meeting: Curriculum and Standards

Friday, 24 March 19:00 Friends of ALNS Quiz Night

Tuesday, 28 March Non School Uniform Day

Wednesday, 29 March Year 9 Theatre Trip, Women in Black

Thursday, 30 March PD Day 8: Year 7 - 10: Winter Sports Day

Friday, 31 March Portsmouth SLS Event

Wednesday, 05 April 17:30 Governors: Human Resources Meeting

 18:30 Governors: Finance and Estates Meeting

Friday, 07 April Last day of term

DATES FOR YOUR 

              
Diary



AWARDS

       Evening
On Tuesday 22nd November, ALNS held its Annual Awards Evening celebrating the achievements of 
children last year from all year groups. Over 280 children and their parents together with Governors, staff 
and VIP guests joined us for an evening showcasing some of 
our best performing talent at ALNS alongside the presentation 
of awards to congratulate our top achievers across all aspects 
of school life in 2015-16!
 
As always, it was a wonderful evening and we were delighted 
to welcome Lauren Steadman as our VIP guest speaker, who 
talked inspirationally to a packed hall of over 500 people. 
Lauren studies at Portsmouth University, she has already 
completed a degree in psychology and is just finishing her 
Master’s degree this year. At the same time as all that studying, 
Lauren also managed to win a silver Paralympic medal in Rio in 
2016 as well as having been world champion for many years in 
her chosen sport of paratriathlon. Lauren spoke incredibly passionately to our students, giving them some 
excellent advice about never giving up, having self-belief and putting in the hard work that is needed as 
you strive to reach your goals in life. We hope to welcome her back to ALNS again soon! 

I finished the evening off with a few words and finished by paying tribute on behalf of ALNS to every 
member of staff who has given the school more than 10 years’ service, which meant reading out a very 
long list of over 50 current staff who have altogether given around 700 years of service to Admiral Lord 
Nelson School! Quite an astonishing level of personal commitment, especially given the fact that the 
school is itself only 21 years old!

Mrs Hardingham


