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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term

Welcome to another action-packed edition of the
ALNS magazine, Latitude!

together every member of staff and every student
for an epic day of sporting endeavour!

It has been as busy and exciting as usual over the
past few months with lots of success across all
areas of the curriculum to report. The variety of
opportunity for our students to get involved in
activities beyond the classroom is second to none
here at Admiral Lord Nelson School, whether it
be participating in Arts or sporting competitions,
performances, trips or workshops during our
Personal Development Days.

In early March, for the first time in over 6 years,
OFSTED sent a full team of Inspectors to visit
Admiral Lord Nelson School. I was delighted that
the OFSTED team agreed with the high opinion
that we all have of our school. The Inspection
team could clearly see that we are a fully inclusive
school that is uncompromising in providing a top
quality education, with high ambition for every
single child’s achievement, delivering this education
within a caring and emotionally supportive
learning environment. Our curriculum aims to
develop all of our young people so they leave
us, aged sixteen, as successful learners, confident
individuals & responsible citizens ready to embark
on happy and fulfilling futures. The education we
currently deliver here was judged by the OFSTED
Inspectors as successfully meeting those ambitious
aims across the school. The OFSTED report

The Rock Challenge Dance competition, the
studio performance of ‘Scratching the Surface’ led
by our year 11 BTEC students and the preview
performance of parts of this year’s school play,
Legally Blonde, have been the highlights of the
term for our Performance team and been a real
showcase of our dedicated and talented students.
On the sporting front, Winter Sports Day was
another wonderful day for us all here, bringing

OFSTED REPORT

Highlights

‘Pupils enjoy school.They are proud
of the school and they model the values of respect
and responsibility well. Pupils feel well supported
and safe.’

‘Parents are positive about the school, especially
the support for pupils who struggle to settle in or
who have had less positive experiences of education
elsewhere.’

‘...pupils are achieving well across the school.’

‘The school has had significant success in gaining
recognition for its arts curriculum, which is very
highly regarded.’

‘Vulnerable pupils, including those who have special
educational needs and/or disabilities, are making
good progress from their starting points.’
‘Pupils appreciate the extensive range of additional
activities, trips and visits. In some cases, such as the
school play, pupils organise and lead the activities
themselves.’
‘Pupils make a very positive contribution to their
community.They raise money for local and national
charities as well as sponsoring two schools in The
Gambia.’
‘The headteacher and her leaders are ambitious for
all the pupils to achieve well.They are committed
to providing a high-quality education as well as a
1 1 caring and emotionally supportive environment.’

‘The wider curriculum is lively and interesting.’
‘...pupils express respect for different cultures and
have a good understanding of the wider world
beyond their close community.’
‘Pupils receive good advice and guidance to prepare
them for their futures.’
‘Teaching is rapidly improving across the school.’
‘Teachers are committed and proud to work in the
school.’
‘...there is a fizz and excitement about learning.’

acknowledges the tremendous
commitment of all of our
hardworking staff, the pride that
staff and students have in their
school and the high levels of
satisfaction from parents with
the school.

Admiral Lord Nelson School

INSPECTION DATE: 8–9 March 2017
Overall effectiveness:

It is a privilege for me to
lead this unique and inspiring
school; I hope you feel as
proud of our students and their
families as I do when you read about their successes in
this magazine.

GOOD

Effectiveness of leadership and management:

GOOD

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment:

GOOD

Personal development, behaviour and welfare:

Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve!

GOOD

						
Nys Hardingham, Headteacher

Outcomes for pupils:

GOOD

‘... staff, parents and pupils are positive about
the leadership of the school with one parent
commenting that, ‘leaders are incredibly committed’,
and pupils reporting that, ‘leaders go the extra
mile’.’

‘There is a strong current of mutual regard and
cooperation that runs through the school. Pupils
talk confidently about the ‘rights, respect and
responsibilities’ charter that all members of the
school community follow.’

‘Disadvantaged pupils are supported well.Teachers
skilfully reshape tasks to suit these pupils’ different
starting points during the lessons.’

‘Pupils are knowledgeable about how to keep
themselves safe, including how to manage online
risks.’

‘Parents are positive about the quality of teaching
and the updates they receive about their child’s
progress.’

‘Pupils feel safe in school and they feel well cared for.’

‘The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal
development and welfare is good.’

‘...pupils take pride in their work’

‘...the vast majority of pupils show care and
compassion for each other.’
‘Leaders are committed to raising aspirations of all
the pupils in the school.’
‘Pupils report that they are well prepared for the
next stage of education, training or employment.’

‘The behaviour of pupils is good.’

‘...pupils show resilience when faced with
challenging tasks.’
‘Pupils conduct themselves well around the building.
They take pride in their uniform and take care of
their environment. Pupils welcome visitors and are
keen to share their views of their school.’
‘Bullying is rare.’
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ROCK

Challenge

On Tuesday 28th February 72 students from
ALNS took part in the Portsmouth Rock
Challenge event.
This year Admiral Lord Nelson chose the theme
of refugees and through their performance they
were recreating the story of the Syrian boy who
was washed up on the shore of Turkey. It was a
very emotive performance which meant that lots
of research had to be conducted prior to the
event in order to ensure that the Rock Challenge
team understood how Syrian refuges are fleeing
their country in order to make a very horrific
journey in overcrowded boats in order to try
and escape the atrocities that they are faced
with in their home land. As a team we also had
to take along stage crew, a lighting assistant, a
video director and also a co-host so the whole
experience was not simply for those students
who were interested in Dance.
We had various groups of students representing
different characters within the story from the
little boy and his family, to the rebel soldiers,
the smugglers and finally the other refuges
who are also facing the same journey. The
students involved thoroughly enjoyed the
whole experience and they performed a
fantastic piece with amazing characterisation
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and emotion throughout. During the whole day
the team atmosphere was very positive with all
students getting along with each and being very
encouraging and supportive.
The overall end performance was very successful
and also students performed with real confidence.
The judges thought that the way that the story
was told through dance was incredible and they
had a very appropriate soundtrack with excellent
choreography. At the end of the evening a very
nervous team waited in their dressing room
for the results. We were awarded 4 awards of
excellence for the lighting, video direction, drama
skills and finally the most entertaining piece. This
was the school’s most successful Rock Challenge
to date. Sadly we did not get placed in the top 4
this year however, next year we will be making
every effort to gain one of the top 4 spots! Mrs
Pascoe and Miss Nicholas would like to thank all
of the students involved for their hard work over
the last 6 months and also thank all of the staff
and ex-students who came along to support the
evening. They would also like to thank the hair and
beauty students from Highbury College who came
along on the evening to do the students’ hair and
makeup.
Mrs Pascoe

TRIP TO THE

Gambia

In February me and 9 other lucky students visited the
developing country of The Gambia in West Africa as
part of the annual trip that Ms Lucas runs. We had a life
changing experience.
Despite the fact that it was winter in The Gambia,
temperature peaked at 35’C. The local people were very
friendly and welcoming. We visited tourist areas including
a monkey park, the beach and the crocodile park with
approximately 100 crocodiles which include Charlie the docile crocodile who you are allowed to stroke.
On the other hand, we visited Daral Akram school, Mansa Colley school, and the first ever blind centre
to help adults into work. We also went to the celebrations of the inauguration of the new Gambian
president, Adama Barrow. We really got a flavour of Gambian culture and got stuck in!
The trip was an invaluable experience. Gambia 2018 could be for you…
Claudia Wren
“Best week of my life. Such a life changing
and moving experience. Gambia is such an
amazing place with very friendly people” –
Jake Henwood
“An amazing life changing week. Best bit was
going to the schools and seeing the children.”
– Georgie Hill
“Gambia is such a happy and beautiful
country in more than one way and the time
is worth every penny.” – Claudia Wren
“Best experience of my life, never realised
how lucky I was.” – Beth Nightingale
“Been such an amazing experience, couldn’t have asked for anything more.” – Jake Dudley
“Once in a lifetime, moving experience; happiest country in the world. Opens your eyes to
what life is actually like in the 3rd world.
Memories that will never be forgotten.” –
Billy Burns
“A life changing experience full of laughter
and sadness and enjoyment.” – Kelly Jake
“Such an unreal week, I’ve never met such a
happy nation.” - Oliver Kanavan
“Gambia was brilliant, happy and sad
memories that will never be forgotten in a
wonderful country.” - Liv Richards
“Loved it, I had a great week” – Lewis Turnball
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PERSONAL

Development Day 7

Tuesday the 7th of March saw students from
all year groups embark on the latest in a series
of Personal Development Days at ALNS, which
provide an opportunity for students to immerse
themselves in learning activities for a whole day and
cover themes that are not necessarily addressed in
subject areas of the curriculum.
Year 7 and Year 8 – World Book Day
Students focussed on the ‘magic of telling a story
and reading one’ during their World Book Day
sessions.
During the morning students attended three
sessions, each one covering stories which belong
to different genres. Students completed creative
and fun activities, and heard about different and
interesting stories and characters from their
teachers, who had all chosen the themes they were
teaching because they included their favourite
stories.
In the afternoon, students were invited to a
screening of a film, with choices based on the genre
which they chose to focus on earlier in the day.
Year 9 - Design Day
Many Year 9 students took the opportunity to visit
the Victoria & Albert Museum in London, while
the remaining
students
completed
creative
workshops in
school.
Those students
on the trip got
to experience
the world’s
leading museum
of art and
design, housing
a permanent
collection of
over 2.3 million
objects that span
over 5,000 years of human creativity. This supports
the students’ studies brilliantly, as the museum
holds many of the UK’s national collections and
55 houses some of the greatest resources for the

study of architecture, furniture, fashion, textiles,
photography, sculpture, painting, jewellery, glass,
ceramics, book arts, Asian art and design, theatre
and performance.
Students in school followed the development cycle
of a confectionary product, creating observational
drawings of the product, manipulating images
digitally, working on packaging design and packaging
production.
Year 10 – Prepare for Work Day
At a critical point in their education,Year 10
students were given a whole day to contemplate
their future. The Prepare for Work Day gave each
student: access
to one-to-one
interviews
with
professionals
from the
world of work;
tips and
practical
help on
presentation
skills and
personal
grooming;
financial
advice from Barclays bank staff; presentations from
ex-students; and a communications session.
Students, who came to school suitably dressed for
an interview, had been preparing for this day by
preparing their CV.
Head of Year 10, Ms Freathy, was delighted with
the day, commenting “The inter-personal skills and
resilience the year group have developed today will
benefit them when they come to work experience later
this year – what a great day!”
Year 11 – Humanities and Progress Focus
Year 11 were given the opportunity to focus on the
Humanities subjects, but also work with specialist
subject staff to assist their progress within Science,
English, Maths, Languages and the ECDL course.
Mr Payne

ALL ENGLAND

Badminton Championships

On Wednesday 8th March, a group of 18 students were joined by Mr Sharp and Mr Payne for an exciting
day at the Yonex All England Badminton Championships.
Held at the
Barclaycard Arena
in Birmingham
and attracting the
world’s top players,
the Championships
are listed as a
MetLife Badminton
World Federation
Superseries Premier
event, the significance
of which is proven
with only four other
events being given
this status.
The group got to
enjoy a wide range
of games during
their time at the
tournament, including a men’s singles match featuring the Badminton England Number 1 seed, Rajiv Ouseph.
After lunch, there was time to experience the retail village at the arena, then some more top-level
badminton action, before boarding the coach for the journey back to Portsmouth.
A huge thank you to Mr Sharp for organising such a fabulous trip!

SPORTSHALL

Athletics Success

Mr Payne

Both our boys and girls
teams came second
place at the Year 7 and 8
Sportshall Athletics event,
held at the Mountbatten
Centre early in March.
The teams from ALNS
were only just beaten by
Portsmouth Grammar
School by a narrow
margin of just 4 points!
Well done to all
competitors!
Miss Cooper
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LEGALLY BLONDE AT
The cast of ‘Legally Blonde’
showcased two numbers at
the Portsmouth Guildhall on
Wednesday 15th March as part
of ‘Soundsational’, an event
produced by Portsmouth Music
Hub, bringing together local
secondary schools, sixth form
colleges and academies.
There was a wide range of
acts on offer at the event
including rock bands, soloists,
singing groups and school
musical numbers. The concert
concluded with a huge Massed
Choir performance of three
songs: ‘When I grow up’ from
Matilda, ‘Say Something’ and
Toto’s ‘Africa’.

SCRATCHING THE

Soundsational

The cast were fantastic
performing the two songs
from Legally Blonde. In
‘Whipped into Shape’ Charlotte
Coqueral gave an outstanding
performance as ‘Brooke Shields’,
(the wrongly accused aerobics
instructor) wowing the audience
with her fantastic routine!
Quasim Abdul played ‘Callahan’
(the arrogant lawyer), singing
with conviction and a real sense
of style and character. The
chorus/dancers amazed the
audience with their energetic
dance routine (including
skipping ropes). The catchy
number ‘Bend and Snap’ was
sung with an all-American feel,
an impressive cheerleader lift

and another energetic dance
routine for our ‘Delta Nu’ girls.
Olivia Osbourne (the sassy
stylist, Kiki) and Laura Spurgeon
(Paulette) both gave excellent
solo performances with great
style and attitude.
The event was extremely
enjoyable - a great opportunity
for our students to work with
other schools across the city
and see inspiring performances
from the sixth form colleges.
Our thanks to both the
Portsmouth Music Hub and the
Guildhall for providing such a
professional experience for the
students.
Miss Hudson and Miss Nicholas

Surface

On Wednesday 29th March this years ALNS
Theatre Company performed a studio
performance of “Scratching
the Surface” as part of
their BTEC in Performing
Arts. They performed to an
invited audience of friends
and family and were quite
simply phenomenal in their
delivery of an exceptionally
powerful piece of theatre.

The play is all true, which
makes it all the more
powerful. It tells the story
of Rob, a young man who, as a teenager, selfharmed. Mark interviews him and his family about
his experiences and the trauma of living with
7 7 a “constant elephant in the room”, as they

describe it. The cast re-enact moments from Rob’s
past and explore how his self-harm impacts upon
the lives of everyone he knows.
The cast and crew worked
together to create a true ensemble
performance. The technical elements
of the show were very well
managed and truly enhanced the
performance. The whole cast were
highly professional throughout the
performance and the rehearsals
process really raised awareness of an
issue that affects 1 in 5 15 year olds!
“You feel like a small helpless being, to the point that
you’d hurt yourself and everyone around is different
to you.”
Ms Firth

ART

Competition

Create a painting, drawing or collage (no computer
generated images) to show any part of a flowering plant
lifecycle.
You can choose a flower, seed, bud,
germinating seed - it’s up to you!
“PLANT LIFECYCLES”
The Prize
The winners and best other entries in each category will
win Art Materials and will feature in the upcoming Plant
Lifecycles Topic Pack from Oaka™ Books!
• You may enter as many times as you like
• Max size A3
• Entry form for each entry
• All entries to me by 7th July 2017
Mrs Davies

YEAR 10

Challenge Event

Southampton University
14th and 16th March 2017
The following students attended Southampton
University for a 2-day challenge focusing on the
spread of infectious diseases:
• Kirsty Powell
• Aleisha Chipendembe
• Taylor Bryant
• Beth Harckham -Edwards
• Mustafa Eylas

then had to present to judges from the university.
The students put together a power point, a short
news report and also perform a rap.
The students were the smallest group there; they
were up against groups of up to 15 students from
other schools.

The students were given a brief that an
outbreak of an unknown disease has
been discovered and they were asked
to consider the likely impact of such an
outbreak, and come up with methods of
containing and controlling this disease.
On the first day the students in work shops
were exploring the scientific, social / human and
historical challenges associated with this topic.
On the second day the students had to put
together a presentation to say how they were
going to stop the spread of Smallpox, which they

They came 1st in the peer awards (judged by their
peers from other schools).
They were runners up in the Year 10 Challenge
(judged by people from the university).
Mrs Russell
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ADMIRAL’S GOT

Talent

Admiral’s Got Talent is returning! We are looking for anyone from ALNS, their friends or families who
have a talent they would like to share with the
world! Can you sing, dance, do impressions, tell
jokes, juggle, or have another talent or have an
amazing pet then you are exactly what we are
looking for!
The evening will take place on Thursday 11th May.
Auditions will start straight after Easter in Hums 6
on 25th - 28th April and 2nd, 3rd and 5th May after
school.
Please see Ms Lucas or one of the Ambassadors for
more details.
Ms Lucas

WINTER

Sports Day
Well done to everyone who participated in Winter Sports Day, the atmosphere
in all the different activities was fantastic! It was certainly one of the best
sports days we have seen here at ALNS.
Hot off the press are the results... The winners of
Winter Sports Day 2017 are……Duisburg!

TEAM:
TOTAL POINTS:
99 POSITION:

HAIFA
1464
2nd

CAEN
1387
4th

D’BURG
1529
1st

SYDNEY
1427
3rd

Miss Cooper

FRIENDS OF

ALNS

Sunday 25 June - Summer Extravaganza and Fun Day
Book your pitches soon! We will also be having live
music groups and bands all day, and a dog show.
We are always on the lookout for volunteers who can
support our events – whether it be as a member of
the committee or just to help out.

SUMMER

A
Z
N
A
G
A
V
A
R
T
X
E & FUN DAY
Sunday 25th June 2017 - 10.00 -16.00
Supporting CANCER CHARITIES

If you would like to get involved with any of our
events, would like to become a member, or would like
to be part of our committee, please contact:
Jan Andrews - janandrews0306@hotmail.com
We welcome new faces at our quizzes which are also
open to Admiral Lord Nelson students. The next quiz
is on Friday 5 May - please enter by Tuesday 2 May.

DATES FOR YOUR

Venue: Grounds of Admiral Lord Nelson School, Dundas Lane, Portsmouth

Lots of community stalls, plus...
fairground rides, donkeys, American
cars, burgers/hot dogs/ice creams
SUPPORTING A WONDERFUL CAUSE
To book contact: janandrews0306@hotmail.co.uk

Diary

Monday, 24 April			
Tuesday, 25 April			
Thursday, 27 April			
Monday, 01 May			
Tuesday, 02 May			
			
			
Wednesday, 03 May
18:00
Monday, 08 May			
			
			

INSET DAY
Year 7 Exams
Big Bang Event
Bank Holiday
GCSE Exams: Art, Textiles and Graphics - PROVISIONAL
Year 7 Exams		
School Council Week
Salterns Academy Trust Board Meeting
Year 8 Exams
RRSA Week
GCSE Exams: Art, Textiles and Graphics PROVISIONAL

Thursday, 11 May			
Friday, 12 May
19:00
Monday, 15 May			
Wednesday, 17 May
18:00
Thursday, 18 May			
Saturday, 20 May			
Thursday, 25 May			
Monday, 29 May			

‘Admirals got Talent’
‘Friends of ALNS’ Quiz night
GCSE Start Date - PROVISIONAL
Local Governing Body Meeting
Teen Tech
Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition
Challenge Club Arundel Castle Trip
HALF TERM
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YEAR 8

Battlefields Tour to Ypres

16th – 18th February
At 6am on Thursday morning 60 year 8 students left school for a three day trip to Ypres. After a smooth
crossing to Calais and a drive into Ypres the first stop saw the students experience what a trench
network during WWI would have been like at the Passchendaele museum. From there it was a quick
drive to the Yorkshire trench and to the hotel for a great dinner (the chips and hot chocolate definitely a
highlight) before free time and a chance to unwind after a long day.
The second day dawned bright and a visit to the Death trench gave the students a great insight of how
horrific the battlefields would have been and how close the enemy was. We then spent a reflective time
comparing the sombre
Langemark German
cemetery to the beauty
of Tyne Cot, the largest
allied cemetery in
Europe.
A final stop for the day
at Hill 62, an original
reserve trench, had the
pupils running in muddy
trenches, working their
way through pitch black
tunnels and jumping
in and out of watery
craters. Later that
evening after dinner the
students represented
the school in the Menin Gate ceremony, laying a wreath on behalf of the school in respect of the soldiers
who died at Ypres. Saturday saw a visit to the Flanders Field interactive museum and free time with a
substantial amount of chocolate shopping.
The students were a pleasure to take on the trip and a huge thanks go to Mr Lapham, Miss Barnes, Miss
Brown, Mr Johnson and Mr Fenner for all their help.
				
Miss Easson

REMEMBERING

Aimee Davies

Ex-ALNS student Aimee Davies was laid to rest on Friday 31 March.
Aimee attended ALNS between 2007 and 2012. Former tutor, Miss Driscoll,
commented ‘Aimee was a vibrant and wonderful young woman, who was an integral
part of our tutor group. This is a huge loss, and she will be missed very much.’

