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CELEBRATING

New Year

Happy New Year and welcome to the first
edition of Latitude for 2018!
Looking back on a very long and busy half
term, as we led up to Christmas the days
got progressively shorter but I am amazed
that on top of their tremendous hard work
in lessons, staff and students still found
time for so many activities beyond normal
school hours together. I really enjoyed
our end of term celebrations including a
fantastic Performing Arts Evening (possibly
our best ever?!) which you can read all
about in this magazine. The Staff Review
on the afternoon of our last day was a
particular highlight of the term and remains
a wonderful Christmas tradition that is a
part of what makes the ‘ALNS family’ such
a lovely community to belong to!
At our Christmas Celebration Assemblies
(which are wonderful events that are
usually attended only by staff and students),
we welcomed our local MP, Penny
Mordant, the poet Maggie Hawkins and
important local leaders of Portsmouth
Poetry, who were presenting prizes to
students who had submitted entries to
the Portsmouth Poetry Passchendale
Competition commemorating the
centenary of the Battle that took place
there during World War 1. You can
read the winning entries, which are
truly astounding in their maturity, and I
commend all of our students who entered
this competition for their excellent work in
English on this project!
Our Personal Development Curriculum
continues to go from strength to strength!
You can see for yourself the large number
of opportunities that we provide for our
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students to engage in off-site educational
visits, to work with visiting experts
within school or to go to see evening
performances by sporting professionals
and performance professionals with
their peers and staff. Also, there are
many opportunities for our students to
present their own work in professional
environments and in this issue you can read
about the Youth Scratch Messiah project
(at the Royal Albert Hall), the Junior
Chef Course (at the Highbury College
Restaurant) and Rocking the Room (at the
Portsmouth Guildhall).
ALNS is now a Global Learning Expert
Centre and
we have been asked to be a centre
of excellence in Portsmouth for the
impressive range of work that we
do to develop our students as caring
and responsible Global Citizens. We
welcomed visiting teachers from China and
Headteachers from Gambia to our school
last term and you can read all about their
visits in this edition of Latitude, as well as
reading about some of the many events
that staff and students have participated
in to promote a better life for all children
across the world.
Preparing for life after ALNS is a key part
of our Personal Development Curriculum
too! As well as all the usual careers support
that you would expect to see in a school,
there are always a wide range of additional
opportunities provided for students.
Last term, students attended University
masterclasses in Southampton and
Chichester and there were specialist visits
for Year 10 students to the departments

of Portsmouth University. Year 8 students
met representatives from a very wide
range of potential career options, including
paramedics, firefighters, chefs, beauticians
to name just a few! We also hosted the
Portsmouth Guildhall Creative Careers
Roadshow here at ALNS, attended by our
Year 9 & Year 11 students.
It really is a privilege for me to lead such
phenomenal staff whose commitment to
providing a great education for every child
at Admiral Lord Nelson School is truly
exceptional! Staff here want the highest of
academic achievements for all of our students
but, as well as that, they give generously
of their own time to provide additional
enriching experiences for our young people
so they enjoy their time at ALNS and leave
us as successful learners who have developed
a love of learning that will stay with them
throughout their adult lives!
Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve!
						

Nys Hardingham, Headteacher

HAPPY

New Year!
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AWARDS

Evening

On Thursday 23rd November, ALNS hosted
its annual awards evening, celebrating
achievements of students from last year. Over
200 awards were handed out to students
across year groups (including previous
Year 11s) and the evening showcased
some of our school’s best performing arts
talent.The evening celebrated a range of
achievements, stemming from the academic to
extracurricular.To name a few, the Key Stage
3 Award for Academic Achievement went to
Adora Chidolue, whilst the Key Stage 4 Award
was given to Claudia Wren.The UNICEF
Rights Respect and Responsibility Award was
awarded to Ella Fitzgerald and the Governors
Award for Service to the School was presented
to Lewis Beale.

PERFORMING ARTS

We would also like to thank the Deputy Lord
Mayor for attending the evening.
Congratulations to all the award winners!
Written by: Katherine Lai (11N)

Evening

On the last full school day of 2017 80
students spent the day rehearsing a range of
performances for Performing Arts Evening.
150 audience members were treated to
some of the best Music, Drama and Dance
performances that ALNS has to offer.The
evening included a preview of the next school
show “Matilda” (coming in March) and a
short extract from our entry into this year’s
Rock Challenge which will be performed in
February at the Guildhall. Music included
performances from Year 10 and Year 11 bands
as well as solo performances from Lawrence
Coqueral,Tallulah Tilt and Shanaya May.
The Drama ambassadors presented their
version of the Christmas story and Dance
students performed a wide range of different
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We were delighted to welcome our guest
speaker Hayden Taylor, an ex-student, who
shared his inspiring journey into becoming
the Managing Director and co-founder of
Unloc, a company dedicated to empowering
young people into becoming innovators and
entrepreneurs of the future.

Phttp://www.sharesanmarcos.com/san-diego-area-fire-

pieces, ranging from contemporary pieces to
commercial dance.
All of the students involved performed
brilliantly truly demonstrating why ALNS
remains an Artsmark school.The audience had
their turn at the end of the evening when we
closed with a bit of audience participation
and Christmas carols.
Congratulations to all of the students who
were involved and to the staff who work so
hard rehearsing with them.
Written by: Mrs Firth
)

HEADTEACHER VISIT FROM
I
During a chilly and frosty November we were
visited by two Head teachers from The Gambia:
Matida Bojang who is head of Mansa Colley
Bojang Junior School and Anna Fatou Mendy
who is the newly appointed Head teacher of the
Mansa Colley Bojang Secondary School which
will be opening September 2017. It was a real
education for them as they had never been to the
UK before and had also never experienced our
weather!

Gambia

Ms Lucas organised a training programme for
them which included observing lessons in all
years and subjects. They spent time with teachers
learning about our lesson planning and Schemes
of Learning, as well as assessment, marking,
tracking and monitoring progress. They met a
number of different students including our RRSA
Ambassadors.
They visited Trafalgar School, Copnor Primary
school and Wind in the Willows preschool which
has long standing links with their school. They left
us to spend a day at Sparsholt Agricultural college
and then returned home to a hot and sunny
Gambia.
Both Matida and Anna Fatou really appreciated
their time with us and will be spending time with
their teachers training them ready for the new
school opening.
Written by: Ms Lucas
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PERSONAL

Development Day 3

PD Day three took place on Thursday 19th
October.The day was quite simply amazing
with staff and students experiencing a range
of new activities, learning in different ways,
having their opinions challenged and engaging
with a huge amount of visitors in the school
all sharing their experiences and knowledge
with us.

The Year 9 students took part in ‘Get Lost in
Books day’ where they learnt about what goes
into writing and designing a book for children
before writing and making their own books
aimed at a young audience.

Year 7 had “Robot Revolution” day with
visitors in school helping our students design,
make and programme real robots.They
designed robots and made them move around
the hall. Perhaps the highlight of the day was
meeting ‘Jenny’, the Royal Navy robot, who we
saw dance to Thriller and then the students
had the chance to programme her themselves.

The day was best summed up by one Year 9
student who said “I really enjoyed being able
to put creative ideas together and learn about
being a writer. I got to be really creative and
have now written a real book.”
Year 8 learnt about their career options on
‘Your Future’ day.They experienced a carousel
of different talks and workshops by a range
of visitors all experts in their field.This day is
an important one for Year 8 as they start to
think about their option choices this year so it
was a great opportunity for them to start to
explore the possibilities for their futures.They
met chefs, paramedics, firefighters, health and
beauty teachers and much more. One Year 8
said “My favourite PD Day so far!”

‘Ethics and Tolerance’ was the Year 10 day.
Students worked with a wide range of guest
speakers who talked about refugees, disability,
the Prevent strategy, mental health to name
a few. Students had the opportunity to share
their own beliefs and ask questions about
others.The most moving session of the day
was given by a refugee who shared his own
real experiences with our students and really
made them question what they read in the
press about refugees.
Year 11s had a day in their second option
choice subjects which enabled them to really
focus for a full day on developing their skills in
chosen areas.
PD Day 3 saw over 40 visitors coming into
school to work with our students. What a great
day!
Written by: Mrs Firth
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ALNS

Sports Leaders Success
The PE department would like to say a huge well done to our Sports Leaders
who ran various sports sessions for students from the Mary Rose Academy
who have some of the most severe and complex SEN needs. To sum the
experience up this is what the Head of PE at Mary Rose, Kirsty Troughton had
to say about our students. – “Having your Leaders support us yesterday really
helped to make the Festival such a success and gave the pupils here taking
part a great opportunity to meet other pupils of similar ages from across the
city.They are a credit to your school!”
Here is what our leaders had to say about their day: On 14th November
we went to the Mary Rose School to help out on their Multi-Sports day for
children with disabilities. Some of the sports leaders led the different sessions
and the others were given teams to lead.This was an amazing opportunity
and we enjoyed ourselves thoroughly. Also, this experience was very helpful
as we were able to develop our leadership skills. We would like to thank the
Mary Rose School for inviting us as it was lovely interacting with the children.
We would love to do this again.
Good luck to all of our leaders who are in the final stages of gaining their
official Sports Leaders UK qualification and having committed to running and
leading various events, are all on course to graduate in January 2018.
Written by: Miss Cooper

6

IET

Far Away Challenge Day

On Friday 8th December,
Admiral Lord Nelson School
were lucky enough to host
the local IET (The Institute
of Engineering Technology)
Faraday Challenge Day. Two
teams of six ALNS students
competed against two teams
from Miltoncross Academy and
one team from Purbrook Park
School to complete a physics
challenge which required all of
their creative, communication
and scientific skills, as well as
pulling together as a team.
The top five schools from all
the regional challenge days

ALNS

in the country would then all
compete in the final which
would be held at Thorpe Park.

The students from all of
the schools worked hard
throughout the day producing
some fabulous designs and
presentations. ALNS team
one:Tom Parker, Maddison
Commander, Elowen Wescott,
Sumaya Khanom, Adam
Laver and Mohamed Saleh
had all the staff and judges
laughing with their highly
entertaining presentation,
which included a rap. The

winners of the challenge
day were our other team:
Indigo Sayer, Corban Payne,
Samantha Smith, Emily Smith,
Caiden Harries and Akifah
Begum for their excellent
teamwork and innovative
design. Unfortunately, their
total points did not place them
in the top five schools so far, so
we won’t be heading for Thorpe
Park in the summer... but there
is always next year!!!!
Written by: Mrs Walker

Eco Club

As part of developing an Eco-Club at ALNS,
we have been attempting to renew some of
the pond area located
behind the field.
With much help and
guidance from Andrew
Beecher and the
Gardening Club, the EcoClub has been going out
and clearing back some
of the overgrown area to
allow access to the pond
and surrounding areas.
Our hope is that this will make the area more
manageable in the spring to allow for the
77
students to utilise the area by creating bug

hotels, bird nests and greenhouses etc. . . And
hopefully study the biodiversity there in future
Science lessons.
There is a lovely area that can
hopefully be enjoyed by the whole
school in the summer when the
project is completed .
If you would like to contribute
to the project we are looking
for donations of any unwanted
wellington boots, garden
equipment, gardening gloves (or if you have
spare outside bench lying around)
Written by: Miss Tripp

KARL RUDZIAK

Workshop

Karl Rudziak is a very well established Portsmouth artist who is based
down at a Hotwalls studio; in the new Arches development. We are
incredibly fortunate to have Karl in for the past several years as part
of the student’s scheme of learning in Year 11. Karl’s contribution
hugely aids and inspires the GCSE Art students and their imminent
portrait project.
Karl guides through painting a chosen model from the school staff!
This year it was Mr Hutton, who proved to be a fantastic face for
Karl’s latest project.
The students could engage not only in this technique of painting but also the subject matter, and
gleaned so much from an extended lesson of painting.
Karl talked the students through the process from conception to the realised final product of
a finished Mr Hutton. This started with the interview; the photography with the right lighting;
then continued with the build-up
of tones; and complimentary flesh
hues to give the illusion of depth;
skin texture, and then the subtle and
very difficult task of bringing your
portrait alive.
We love Karl coming in and long
may this last.
Written by: Ms Wood

YEAR 10

Junior Chef Course

Congratulations to Bradley (Year 11) and Tician
(Year 10) who have successfully completed a 10
week Junior Chef course at Highbury College.
On Wednesday 13th December, Bradley and
Tician (along with 10 students from other local
schools) were required to prepare and cook a
3 course dinner for a full restaurant of people.
Guests included the Principal from Highbury
College, the Director of Compass, staff from the
students schools as well as family and friends.
Mr Fenner, Mr Morris and Mrs Martin had the
pleasure of attending and were all very impressed
by the quality of the food produced and served
by the students and also by the commitment
they have shown to the course. Following the
meal, students were presented with a medal and
certificate for their efforts.
Written by: Mrs Martin
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IDO

World Championships

IDO (international dance organisation) holds Hip Hop national, European and world
championships every year in countries such as Italy, Germany, Denmark, Poland and Austria. Our
dance company, The Movement Initiative, have taken part in these competitions for over five
years and have progressed massively throughout.
This year the company travelled to Denmark, Copenhagen for the world championship including
a total of 29 countries. Our junior formations team the ‘Young Dream Chasers’, consists of 19
dancers and is choreographed by three time world champion Tega Alexander. We earned ourselves
the title of World Champions, taking the gold medal for the United Kingdom. In this category
there were over 40 teams and we competed in four rounds over the space of two days.
Not only did we achieve 1st place in team but we also took the title of world champions in our
junior battle crew, ’Young Lions’ which has five members including ourselves. In this category we
had to perform a preliminary round lasting three minutes choreographed by our battle teacher,
Toby Stannard.There were ten crews in the prelim and only four got to battle for 1st place and 3rd
place. We were selected to battle for 1st place against a Canadian team and we beat them 3-0.
In the run up to this competition, we rehearsed solidly since June and even though we had many
obstacles we managed to pull through and take the gold’s.
“We stood together.			
Written by: Aleah Mo and Matt Johnston
We prayed together.
We overcame together.
We believed together.
We excelled together.
Young dream chasers = IDO Hip Hop junior formations world champions” – Tega Alexander.

LEVEL 3

Bike Ability Training

Many of our students successfully attended and participated in the Level 3 Bike ability training course
during half term. The Level 3 course is the most demanding award on offer and challenges young
people’s skills in the most complex of road layouts. We would like to say a huge well done to all
students that took part.
We are hoping that more Level 3 training will be made available at the same time next year for any
other interested students. At the same time we are continuing to attempt trying to organise Level 2
training but due to funding and Junior Schools taking up most of the offer this is more problematic.
We will keep you posted!

99
9

Written by: Mr Hutton

ENGLAND Vs

GERMANY

Due to some injuries in the build up to the game, we watched England’s most inexperienced side
since 1980 take on world champions Germany at Wembley. Jordan Pickford and Ruben Loftus-Cheek
excelled on their debut and wouldn’t look out of place come the World Cup next year. Pickford, in
particular, kept our side in contention with two vital first-half saves from Timo Werner, much to the delight
of our students. Unfortunately that was as good at it got and we didn’t see any goals in an entertaining nil
nil draw.
Written by: Mr Fuller

CHINESE TEACHERS

Visit alns

Over the past month the Drama department
has hosted two groups of teachers from China
in our lessons.
ALNS was chosen to be part of the programme for the visitors as we are an Artsmark
Platinum school and have a reputation for the
standard of our Performing Arts within the
city. The groups consisted of Headteachers,
classroom teachers and leading educators
from China who were here to look at how we
deliver creativity and practical subjects because in China they are developing school curriculums to become
more creative.
Last week’s visit involved the Drama ambassadors who were interviewed about creativity within our school
and all about the school itself. It was a unique experience for them talking through an interpreter to both
ask and answer questions. As a result of their visit we are considering working with a school in China to
even further extend our Global Learning within the school. The Drama department were very proud to
have been asked to host the visitors and hope that when they return to China they will be taking a bit of the
ALNS “ethos” with them.
10
Written by: Mrs Firth

ALNS

Passchendaele Poetry Awards
ALNS Students
Create AwardWinning Poetry for
Portsmouth Poetry
Passchendaele
Competition

On Friday 22nd December,
we were very lucky to be
visited by Penny Mordaunt
MP, Stephen Morgan MP,
Maggie Sawkins (Ted Hughes
Prize winning poet), Sarah
Giles (Big Ideas Passchendaele
at Home project) and Josh
Brown from Portsmouth
Poetry, to award the winners
of the Portsmouth Poetry
Passchendaele Competition
during our celebration
assemblies.The winning
students were Isaac from
Y8, with his poem ‘Frederick
Arthur’, about a Portsmouth
soldier who fought in the
Battle of Passchendaele and
Jessica from Y10, with her
poem ‘Hope’.
During November, ALNS
students took part in a poetry
competition to commemorate
the Battle of Passchendaele,
one of the most horrific

KS4 WINNER

battles during the First World
War, in which up to 700,000
died.The competition was
run by Portsmouth Poetry
and was sponsored by the
Big Ideas Community Fund.
During English lessons,
students discovered the
stories of Portsmouth soldiers
who fought in the Battle
of Passchendaele, explored
the experiences of soldiers
through the war poems of
Wilfred Owen and Siegfried
Sassoon and then used their
learning from these to craft
their own poems for the
competition.
The judges thought the poetry
submitted by ALNS students
was of ‘exemplary quality’
with winning and highly
commended entries displaying
‘interesting and inventive
subject matter or approach,
evidence of lines of good
poetry and use of language
and a strong understanding of
the nature of trench warfare
and empathy with those who
endured it’.‘Frederick Arthur’
by Isaac was judged to be
‘astounding’ for the author’s
age and to be ‘truly moving’;

Full List of Winners:
KS3 Winner: Isaac ‘Frederick
Arthur’
KS4 Winner: Jessica ‘Hope’
Highly Commended:
Molly (Y7)
Maleesa (Y7)
Matthew (Y8)
Elowen (Y8)
Lucie-Lou (Y8)
Indigo (Y8)
Beth (Y9)
Tom (Y10)
Lucy (Y10)
Kirsty l (Y11)
Winning Poems:
Fredrick Arthur

Jessica Needham 10V

Hope
Blinding,
The light shone down as if it were God
reaching out to me,
Warmth,
Wrapping mellowness and delight around
my green and purple shoulders,
Echo,
Birds and soldiers sung as the clouds
danced in the harsh blue sky.
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‘Hope’ by Jessica was judged
as an ‘emotional imagining of
the confusion and fear that
engulfs a soldier’.
Winners and runners up
in both the KS3 and KS4
categories were awarded
Waterstones vouchers, met
with the special guests and
will have their work published
by ‘Big Ideas’.

BOOM!
Screams pierce the beautiful peace of the
joyful soldiers,
Distraught,
The joyful soldiers now worried and
frightened scurry in the mud like mice,
Panic,
My mind races, my heart pounds, my legs
freeze.
BOOM!

KS3 WINNER

Issac Butler 8H

Fredrick Arther
I once believed it an honour to
fight, to die for one’s country,
My love, I dare to admit,
My life lost, nevermore found.
I once believed it noble to lie
about my age, to benefit one’s
country,
My love, my biggest regret,
15 years, too soon to end.
I once believed it wise to leave
my city, to fight for one’s
country,
My love, I no longer recollect
my home
Heartbroken, I fear never to
return.
I once believed the sea breeze
would linger, to remember ones
country,

My love, the stench of the dead,
A graveyard, now my rotten
lodgings.
I once believed in the
seductiveness of fighting, to save
ones country,
My love, I miss my queen’s
street,
Passchendaele, with its brutality
consuming.
I once believed it a chore
to grow old, to burden one’s
country,
My love, I wish for such a
privilege,
Portsmouth, my love, keep my
seaside home warm for one day
I dream to return to you
By Isaac Butler 8H

Clicking,
Surrounding soldiers shake while pulling
back the cocking handle to prepare for
fire,
Screeching,
Shouts ring and run in my ear, blocking
out the thuds
and yells of other men in despair,
Crackling,
Thunder and lightning awakens on the
horizon of the filth.

penetrates the smoke,
Hope,
I try to reach for help but God is no
longer between my arms,
Relief,
What feels like forever may have come
to an end.

What lies between me and surviving?

By Jessica

BOOM!
I thought wrong.

What will happen to our men?
Will this be the end?
Still,
Silent shafts of bright sunlight
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THE GUILDHALL
Year 9 and Year
11 BTEC Performing

Arts students had an
amazing
opportunity
just before half term.
They got to experience
the Guildhall Creative
Careers Roadshow in
the Drama Studio here
at ALNS. The workshop
was run by one of our
own ex-students Ben
Clabon and introduced
students to the huge
range of creative career
pathways
beyond
performing.
The workshops were
really interactive with
games, discussions and
a virtual tour of the
Guildhall where students
had the opportunity to
see EVERY different job
that people do within
the Guildhall. It was
eye-opening for many of
our students who hadn’t
really thought about

ALNS
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Comes To Drama
these career options at
all.
The workshops were
really
useful
with
students saying “I hadn’t
thought about doing
that before but now
I want to learn more
about how to manage
events” and “It’s great
when we meet real
people working in the
creative industry and
hear about what they
do, there are so many
different options!”
We owe a massive
THANK YOU to the
Guildhall Portsmouth
for coming in twice to
run these workshops. It’s
great that our students
get these opportunities
to learn about their
options.
Written by: Mrs Firth

Spreading The Word

Back in July ALNS became a Global Learning
Expert Centre. We were recognised by
the Global Learning Programme as having
so much to offer other schools that we
should become Portsmouth’s centre of
excellence for Global Learning and “spread
the word.” We were invited to become a
centre due to our work with the UNCRC
and being a Rights Respecting Level 2
school and because we do so much Global
Learning within our school, this includes all
our international visits, PD Days, the PD
Programme and so much more.
On Friday 13th October I had the amazing
opportunity to present at the Global
Learning Expert Centre Conference in
London and tell all the other schools and

leaders all about ALNS and what we do.
I led a workshop all about how to become a
Rights Respecting Level 2 school using ALNS
as a case study. It was intimidating talking
to so many teachers about what we do but
a fantastic experience. Lots of them want to
come and visit ALNS and develop their work
with the UNCRC and Rights Respecting
Schools.The day was tweeted about all day
with ALNS being mentioned a few times!
It is always a privilege to be able to talk
about the fabulous staff at ALNS and how
we all work to ensure our young people are
true ‘Global citizens’ and share the things we
do with others.
Written by: Mrs Firth

MACMILLAN

Coffee Morning

The Year 11 Prefect Team wanted to join in with the Macmillan Coffee morning. The team
were overwhelmed with the response and raised £159 with more donations still coming in.
The buzz in the Mall was great at 1st and 2nd break and a special well done has to go to
11O and Mrs Martin who worked together as a tutor group and created some of the most
popular cakes!
A big well done to the Year 11s and thank you to everyone who got involved in making and
eating all the goodies!
Written by: Mrs Freathy

CHRISTMAS

Bizarre Bazaar

Every year we hold a Christmas Bizarre
Bazaar. This year it took place on Wednesday
13th December which was also a nonuniform day. Students sold cakes and treats
as well as running stalls with games and
Christmas karaoke. It was all to raise money
for AHISDO, a charity in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. This is a project working amongst
the very poorest of the poor in Addis Ababa
(the capital of Ethiopia) bringing hope,
breaking the cycle of poverty and changing
communities. ALNS sponsors 4 children from
the slums. Sponsorship means:
•
School fees are paid
•
School uniform is supplied
•
Books and pens are provided
•
A meal each day is given which can
be their only meal that day
Written by: Ms Lucas
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PERSONAL

Development Day 4

Year 7 ‘Your Rights Your World’.
The ONE Campaign joined us for the Year
7 PD day ‘Your rights, your world’. Billy Hill
wrote us this lovely email:
“I just wanted to email to say a huge thank
you for letting me join your inspiring day
on Friday. I’ve done these types of sessions
across the country and I can honestly say
I’ve never met such intelligent, polite, and
engaged students.They were fantastic and a
huge testament to you and the teachers.”
Well done to Year 7! You are a credit to us!

The One Campaign is a campaigning
and advocacy organisation of more than
eight million people around the world
taking action to end extreme poverty
and preventable disease, particularly in
Africa. We believe the fight against poverty
isn’t about charity, but about justice and
equality.
Whether lobbying political leaders in
world capitals or running cutting-edge
grassroots campaigns, ONE pressures
governments to do more to fight AIDS
and other preventable, treatable diseases
in the poorest places on the planet, to
empower small-holder farmers, to expand
access to energy, and to combat corruption
so governments are accountable to their
citizens.
Written by Mrs Lucas

515

Year 10 Letterpress Workshop
On the 15th December, 10 Year 10 Graphics
students took part in a Letterpress
workshop at Portsmouth University led by

Jordan Baines (technician). Students had
the opportunity to work in the university
workshops in the Eldon building using
the printing presses and had a tour of all

the printing facilities the university have.
Students produced work using 3 different
techniques and enjoyed using the machines
that are not available in school.
Written by: Miss Cherry
Year 10 Trip to Portland Building
The visit started with a tour of the
University buildings where we got to see the
Computer Science and Forensics labs which
is where students learn how to decode
encrypted messages and how hacking works.
The Geology, Astronomy and Electronics
Departments were very interesting. We saw
robots being used in every day situations
and then we saw the law students’ mock law
courts where students got to pretend to be
lawyers, judges and jurors. On our tour we
also saw wind tunnels, X Ray machines, 3D
printers, injection molding machines, 2 way
mirrors, force measuring machines and the

PERSONAL

Development Day 4

Universities racing car which they compete
against other Universities with.
After our tour we were shown into a
computer lab where we learnt more about
3d printing and design programs, given a
brief to work though and designed bicycle
helmets inspired by shells and nature.
This was then rendered in another design
program which could then be 3d printed.

Although hard work every ALNS student
improved their CAD skills and had a very
interesting and enjoyable day.
Written by: Ms Owenson
Year 10 Spanish Day
Ms Dimelow and 11 of her Year 10 Spanish
students started Friday’s PD day off with
the morning in school practising how to
order food in Spanish.This came in very
useful later on that day. At 10.30am they
set off from school to go to the Brittany
Ferries’ port where they were taken aboard
the Pont Aven for a tour of the boat.
Thanks to a very helpful guide they saw all
aspects of the boat, for example the cabins,
restaurants, cinema and even the captain’s
deck! Not only were they shown what
the ferry had to offer but they also learnt
about the different jobs on board and how
speaking a second language can be useful.
Feeling hungry after the tour, they then
headed to Nicholsons tapas restaurant in
Albert Road to try some authentic Spanish
food. Fortunately, the staff working that day
were Spanish so the ordering practice from
the morning came in handy! Everybody
ordered their food and asked the staff
questions about where they were from in
Spanish. It was just like being in Spain! You

wouldn’t have known the pupils had just
started learning only 3 months ago. It was a
fantastic day and the best bit was probably
the churros at the end!
Written by: Ms Dimelow
Year 10 Fine Art visit to the Bluereef
Aquarium
A fantastic visit where the students
engaged brilliantly with developing
their photography and drawing skills, by
engaging with recording fast moving marine

life, of all shapes, patterns and sizes.
For most of the students this was a first
visit and they had not experienced drawing
on location before.
The students were a credit to the school,
and Miss Merkel and I thoroughly enjoyed
our day with them.
Written by: Ms Wood
Year 11 English and Maths Preparation
For Year 11, a PD Day is not a trip or a
day filled with workshops.This time, Year
11 focused on our core subjects, English
and Maths, in preparation for our exams
in February as well as our final exams in
the summer.The day was split exactly into
two, with two and a half hours for each
subject. In Maths, we were able to practice
and learn new Maths skills whilst in English,
most classes studied poems from our GCSE
Poetry Anthology. Overall, the day was
useful.
Written by: Katherine Lai
.
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GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM

8 star students from Years
7, 8 and 9, along with Mr
Holmes and Mrs Plumridge,
went to see the harrowing but
heart-warming story about
a war time evacuee who
is looked after by a kindly
recluse, Mr Tom, last week.
The play was performed
by CCADS and featured
Lawrence (Y8) and Charlotte
(Y11) as key characters in the
performance. All the action
took place in the Square
Tower, which was built by
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Performance

Henry VII and is over 500
years old! The boys thoroughly
enjoyed the experience.
Albie in Year 9 said:“All the
characters were amazing and
they managed to get all of the
props on stage in great time.
It was amazing but upsetting
in parts too.” The play
featured a prop dog which
was controlled by an actor
all on his own, a recreated
hospital ward, and even an
underground bomb shelter in
the heart of London.

Year 9 student, Evan, who was
also invited on the trip, said:
“I enjoyed the play and the
actors, as they used their roles
well, as well as their props
and equipment.”
So, from ALNS, a big well done
to Lawrence and Charlotte,
and also to the 10 boys who
were invited on the free trip
for their excellent effort in
the first term.
Written by: Mr Holmes

Choir

On Friday 8th December, the choir
performed for the Highbury College Carol
Service at St Philip’s Church, Cosham. The
event was a lovely musical celebration
of Christmas filled with students, staff,
governors and friends of the college. We
were proud to be invited to perform along
with the Portsmouth Baroque Choir and
Highbury ‘Prospects’ Singers.
This is the second event for the choir this
year, following our successful performance
at the Royal Albert Hall in November. The
singers performed a festive arrangement

of two carols ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ and
‘Silent Night’. Isabelle performed a flute
part alongside the singers giving the piece a
little extra sparkle!
We received high praise for our performance
from the area youth worker taking the
service, the Portsmouth Baroque Choir and
Highbury staff. We were very proud of all
the musicians involved.
Written by: Miss Hudson

ENTERPRISING

Women’s Conference

I took 8 students from Year 10 to the Enterprising Women Conference at Chichester
University. When we arrived there was a welcome talk from the Deputy Vice Chancellor of
Chichester, Professor Catherine Harper, who spoke about this being a celebration as it was
the 10th year the conference had been held!
We were then introduced to all Enterprising woman who had been invited to speak at the
conference.
Students were then taken to another room, where they were allocated 3 of the
enterprising woman to speak with us separately about their progression path from school/
college to their current role:
•The first speaker was a writer and brand ambassador and in her final year at university.
•The second speaker worked for a company called Trusted House sitters.
•The third speaker was a director of a company called You Need a PA Ltd.
The student were then given an opportunity to then interview speakers about the career
paths they had chosen. Students interviewed The Business Development Manager of Pinks
Vintage Ice Creams Vans and Tricycles and found out how she has tripled the size of her
business over a period of five years.
All speakers were then asked to be part of a business panel so students could ask further
questions to the panel about their careers.
The students really enjoyed the day and said it was brilliant to hear how these women had
started their careers
Written by: Mrs Russell

ROCKING

The Room

On Thursday 12th of December, Florence James,
George Hatchard and myself were invited to
play 3 songs at the Portsmouth Guildhall. We
chose our songs to be ‘Half the world away’
by Oasis; ‘There is a light that never goes
out’ by The Smiths and ‘Music when the light
go out’ by The Libertines. We had practised
our songs for weeks in advance for the night.
We had to take part in a sound check an
hour prior to the beginning of the event. The
sound was a great experience and everything
was looking good for the night. At 6:30 the
light were dimmed and we were told that
we were opening the show and were going
first. Our friends and family were there and the
performances went well, despite me plugging my
guitar in with the wrong lead! The audience loved
our set and then we stayed to watch the rest of

the performances. It was a good night. Thank you
to Mr Green and Miss Freathy who attended the
night and supported our rehearsals.

The event was organise by Portsmouth Music
Hub.
Written by: Harrison Lutman
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YOUTH

Scratch Messiah

It was a very special Remembrance Sunday for singers from ALNS and Trafalgar Schools. Taking part in the
Scratch Youth Messiah, now in its fourth year, having been voted ‘Best Classical Music Education Initiative’ in the
2015 Music Teacher Awards for Excellence was an amazing experience for our young musicians singing with more
than 1,400 young people (aged 6–25) in a performance of Handel’s iconic work The Messiah at the Royal Albert
Hall.
Ben Parry (director, National Youth Choirs of Great Britain) conducted the concert, with the English Festival
Orchestra and young, prize-winning soloists Alison Rose, Angharad Lyddon, Guy Elliott and Henry Neill who wowed
us with their exquisite voices and incredible solos.
The event was made accessible to all ages and standards by dividing up the different choruses within the work by
difficulty level and length.
Starting with four choruses
of a possible sixteen used
in this abridged version,
students are encouraged
to learn more and more
of the piece, year on year
as they gain experience
and maturity in choral
singing. Many of the 1-200
music teachers and choir
directors sang the full
work alongside their choirs
(including Miss Hudson
supporting altos and Mrs
Phillips, sopranos) adding a
strong level of support. The
event also had a number of
university students and young adults acting as mentors within each part, singing with the students to support them
in holding their parts.
Our students worked hard to learn four major choruses: ‘And the Glory of the Lord’, ‘Surely He has bourne our
griefs’, ‘Hallelujah’ and ‘Amen’ including unfamiliar vocabulary and difficult singing techniques such as holding a
part in four part harmony, maintaining a part in a fugue, singing in canon and imitation and following the score
accurately to read their parts. The challenges were great, but our students from both schools performed with
confidence and control, following the conductor and maintaining their parts throughout.
The sound of the chorus and orchestra in the Royal Albert Hall was unbelievable and the power of the ‘Hallelujah
Chorus’ with a large audience on four levels, standing up in respect and awe was a moment we will never forget.
By the end of the concert even the conductor wiped away a tear at the amazing strength of sound and expression
produced by the children singing and the audience gave us all a standing ovation.
As well as being an unforgettable musical experience for the many children involved, the concert also raised more
than £7,000 in ticket sales alone for Water Aid, with the charity sending their thanks for making a difference in
the world for many this Christmas. It is still possible to fundraise or donate through the event website http://www.
trbc.co.uk/the-scratch-youth-messiah
Written by: Miss Hudson

