
Positively MAD
Inspiring Empowered Learning





• Page is landscape
• Central image no border/bubble
• Sub-topics, triangular shaped branches
• Detail, lines flow like fingers from an arm
• All lines are connected
• One word/picture per branch
•Words/pictures sit on top of the line (not

at the end or with a gap)
• Use colour through out (when you 

change sub topic change colour)



• If taking from text select key words.  Students 
often find it easier to highlight 3 per sentence 
then break it down to 1 to use as key word or 
picture (See Marco Polo example)
•No artistic talent needed – stick men and 
symbols work i.e. the gold bar and travel 
companions on Marco Polo example
•They are a good tool for essay planning, 
organising ideas in order and using it to keep 
writing on track and adding in new ideas that 
come up on the way



•They work not only as a memory tool but as an 
aid to planning by having all the ideas in order 
on a mind map it is easy to refer to mid session 
and easily access the place in the 
lesson/session. 
•They can be built up as revision tool on a 
lesson by lesson basis providing a constant 
review of work already covered
•Link them in with places in the room for added 
memory triggers



MARCO POLO 1254-1324 
 Marco Polo was an explorer who lived over 700 years ago in the city of Venice.  His Father 
and Uncle were great travellers who had travelled to China when Marco was very young.  
When he was 17 he accompanied them on their return to China.  The trip was very long and 
it took 3 ½ years to travel over 5600 miles.  It was perilous, especially when they had to 
cross the Gobi Desert.  Once in China seeing paper money and coal for the very first time 
fascinated Marco Polo.  He was also impressed with the Imperial Postal service that had 3 
levels.  To send a “Second Class” letter, you gave it to foot-runners that ran between relay 
stations about 3 miles apart.  They wore bells around their waists so that as they approached 
the relay station, someone would be ready to take the message on to the next station.   “First 
Class” business post was carried on horseback between staging posts 25 miles apart.  Really 
important Imperial business was carried on horseback by the same courier, stopping only to 
get a fresh horse.  Marco Polo and his Father and Uncle stayed in China for 17 years before 
they returned to Venice.  This time they travelled by sea but it took them 2 years and over 
600 passengers and crew died on the voyage.  They were assisted on their travels by carrying 
a special Golden Tablet that guaranteed their safe passage.  On his return to Venice Marco 
Polo wrote a book but because no one had ever travelled that far east before, many of his 
tales were seen as lies.   It was only in the last century when parts of China were revisited by 
westerners for the very first time since Marco Polo that his stories were found to be true. 
 Marco Polo spoke 4 languages, was 70 when he died in his home city of Venice and he had 
3 daughters. 
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The Story technique



8 planets
Mercury
Venus
Earth
Mars

Jupiter
Saturn
Uranus
Neptune



EXOSPHERE

THERMOSPHERE

MESOSPHERE

STRATOSPHERE

TROPOSPHERE

Atmospheric Layers
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Confusion Factor

Recall After Learning



1 HOUR 1 DAY 1 WEEK 1 
MONTH

3 MONTHS

Recall After Learning



What You Want 
To Remember?

Core Questions

Choose  Learning Tool

Test Yourself



Colours of the visible spectrum

Red
Orange
Yellow
Green
Blue
Indigo
Violet

What are the colours of 
the visible spectrum in 
order?

7

Mnemonic

Ripping 
Out 
Your 
Granny’s 
Brains 
Is 
Violent

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5



For details on all of this…

and lots of interesting stuff.

kimboxall@msn.com


