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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
Welcome to another action-packed edition of the Admiral Lord Nelson 
School magazine, Latitude!

It has been busy and exciting here as usual over the past few months, with 
lots of success across all areas of the school to report. The opportunity 
for our students to become involved in a wide range of activities beyond 
the classroom is second to none here at Admiral Lord Nelson School, 
whether it be participating in Arts or sporting competitions, performances, 
trips or workshops during our Personal Development Days. 

I was delighted with the success of our new Festival of the Arts at the very end of the spring term; 
staff and students received extremely positive feedback about just how much the audiences enjoyed 
the hilariously entertaining performances of Matilda, being able to see our Rock Challenge 2018 dance 
composition performed again at school and the fantastic skills of the many talented young musicians 
who showcased their work to our guests throughout the evening in the Information Centre. Well done 
to all of our hardworking students and performance staff for their commitment and dedication to 
rehearsals, you created a really special event for us all to enjoy!

As you read through the articles in this edition, you will see that we were able to offer our students 
the opportunity to participate in a number of local and national events focussed around International 
Women’s Day. I am immensely proud of the work that all of our young people do in challenging 
stereotypes and in promoting high aspirations for all children, locally, nationally and globally. The 
ambassadorial work of our young people, going beyond ALNS to work with other schools and teachers 
to share their passion and commitment to making the world a better place for those not as privileged 
or advantaged as they are, continues to develop and I am impressed by the impact they have on the 
adults and young people they have worked with.

I would also like to draw your attention to the work of the ‘Friends of ALNS’ who are a dedicated 
team of volunteers committed to fundraising in partnership with children and staff at the school so that 
they can use these funds to enhance our school life. I am always thrilled to see the pleasure that the 
events organised by the Friends give to members of our school community; if you haven’t yet been to 
an Admirals Got Talent evening, I can thoroughly recommend this entertaining evening which celebrates 
the exceptional talent of our students whilst also raising much needed funds for our partner school in 
The Gambia, Daral Akram School.

It remains a privilege for me to lead this wonderful school! I hope you feel as proud of our students and 

their families as I do when you read about their experiences in this magazine.

Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve!
               

                                      Nys Hardingham, Headteacher
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ALNS IS AN 

    Outstanding School!
I am delighted to share with you the feedback from the Challenge Partners Quality Assurance Review 
that took place at the beginning of the Spring Term. The review team was led by Alan Taylor-Bennett, a 
long-serving but recently retired member of HMI (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate) who were the Inspectors 
who lead OFSTED inspection teams. The other 4 reviewers are senior colleagues from different schools 
across the country who have experience in judging the quality of teaching and learning in schools.

In the report the Review team judged Admiral Lord Nelson School to be ‘outstanding’ overall; this is 
a well-deserved recognition of the hard work of staff, students, Governors and parents over the past 
few years to create what is now a truly wonderful learning environment both in lessons and outside of 
lessons, at break-times and in extra-curricular activities.

The staff here all recognise that we have amazing young people to work with and I wish to thank you 
for all that you do to support your child with their learning.

I am so proud of everything that we are all achieving together at Admiral Lord Nelson School – this is 
a great school and you have my continued assurance that we will always strive to make it the very best 
experience possible for your child throughout their time with us. 

The full report can be viewed on the ALNS webpage. 
Mrs Hardingham

BBC SCHOOL 

           Report
On Wednesday 14th March, ALNS students 
spent the day finding, writing and reading the 
news, for the BBC School Report. They didn’t 
have to look far to find some incredible news 
stories including: Ms Lucas’ Influential Women 
Award; the school’s work with The Gambia; 
and the recent snow day. Matthew said: “It’s 
really tense trying to get all the news done to 
the deadline but it’s really exciting at the same 
time”. Mr Holmes said: “It’s a great day for the 
students involved because they manage the 
whole thing themselves. They have to organise 
all of the interviews and make sure the whole 
thing comes together. They learn to be truly 
independent.” If you think this opportunity 
sounds exciting, keep your eyes peeled for 
applications for next year’s School Report.

Mr Holmes



ALNS

    
Goes Global!
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Classroom connections between the UK and Nigeria

One morning this term a group of 18 students took part 
in a live video call link up with a school in Abuja which is 
the capital of Nigeria. Most of them were from Year 7 and 
had previously attended a session with ONE Campaign 
Coordinator Billy Hill during a Personal Development Day 
on Human Rights last term. Also invited were representatives 
of the RRSA ambassadors: Lawrence, Year 8 and Jood, Year 
10. Earlier in the day Lawrence and Jood delivered a weather 
report on Radio Solent. I also took the time to explain that 
today we were going to link live to a school in Abuja, Nigeria 
with the campaigning group; the ONE campaign who are 
trying to raise awareness of the need for equality in education 
and the rights of every child to go to school. 

Chris Mitchell from the ONE campaign wrote:
The session connected two groups of young people in two continents, showing them that they are linked by 
learning, and that one of the most important parts of growing up is to get an education. Learning basic skills 
such as writing, reading and maths are essential to their success – which is why it is so important that every 
child, wherever they are in the world, gets the chance to go to school and learn. 

 
During the session, the students learnt about 
what is the same and what is different about going 
to school, and they were able to talk live with 
pupils thousands of miles away. The pupils were 
invited to ask questions of one another – via the 
web link – to get a first-hand account of what 
it’s like to go to school in a different country, 
what they hope their education will help them 
do in later life, and what they think is the most 
important part of school.

Billy and Rosie, both from ONE, were with us at ALNS and took the role of presenter and interviewer. 
All the ALNS students were able to either ask, or answer questions. They were a credit to themselves 
and the school. I was very proud of all of them!

Luca, Year 7 said “It was really interesting to find out how people live in Nigeria and that they have to pay for 
education. It was sad they don’t get the same conditions as us.”

Jood, Year 10 said “The link up showed students how similar we are and also how different our lives are.”

Ms Lucas said “It was a wonderful experience which was both eye opening and exciting for the students. It is so 
important for them to understand how fortunate they are in having not just a free but quality education which 
often we take for granted. Every child is entitled to the right to an education! It’s time we delivered on this and 
ended these inequalities once and for all. ”

Thank you to everyone who made this possible!
Ms Lucas, RRSA coordinator



HIGHBURY COLLEGE

                       
Catering Taster Day 

As part of the recent Design PD days, the 
Year 10 Food students had the opportunity to 
visit Highbury College Catering Department 
where they were met by the Head Chef and 
also 3 ex-ALNS students who supported 
for the day (Jessica Whymark, Charlie 
Hayden and Lewis Hayden). Students had the 
opportunity to test out their practical skills 
in a professional catering kitchen, where they 
made either a chicken stir fry or chicken and 
orzo pasta dish to take home. They enjoyed 
developing their knife skills and found working 
with the professional burners a hot challenge!!

The next stop was the pastry kitchen where 
students rolled out and shaped shortbread. The Head Chef’s expectations were 
high and although they found this tricky, they rose to the challenge!! The students 
were then treated to a three course dinner in the college restaurant. This was 
cooked for them by the current college catering students. Finally, students had the 
opportunity to explore the replica air craft and developed their understanding of 
catering at altitude!

Both groups had a very enjoyable day and all students were a credit to the school.

                                                                                                      Mrs Martin 
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YEAR 9 BTEC

                 
Dance Trip

On Friday 23rd February, 15 Year 9 BTEC Dance students attended a careers day at The Point Theatre, 
Eastleigh. The day consisted of a variety of fun workshops in: contemporary dance; choreography; 
physical theatre; and drama skills. The experience gave students an insight into career opportunities in 
the performing arts and in professional dance. Our talented dancers produced some beautiful material 
and developed their technique. They showed real maturity when exploring some challenging content 
made for professionals, as well as a true passion for their subject. 

Miss Way



ADMIRAL’S

          
            

         
Got Talent 2018!

We had yet another excellent 
evening celebrating our talent 
on Thursday 15th March. Over 
150 people came to watch our 
performers and there was an 
incredible amount of talent, not 
least of which was Ms Lucas’ 
dogs howling for treats!

The evening began with a guest 
act: our very own ex Head Girl 
Dixie Garbett and her band The 
Peaches. They were fabulous! 
The competition then started 
with Cameron Bailey dancing 
to Michael Jackson. Once again 
he showed how professional he 
is with a sharp routine. Laura 
Spurgeon and Elloise Hillyard 
sang and played the piano with a 
lovely version of “This is gospel.”

Samira Collins and Tillie 
Lambert both separately sang 
and played the ukulele and 
both ladies have grown in 
their superb talent since they 
first entered AGT in year 7. 
Hannah Cook and Lydia Nixon 
choreographed a breath-taking 

dance routine to Major Lazer 
“Run up!” Alfie Weston and 
Joe Francis, also known as The 
Mophead Muppets, sang, played 
the electric guitar and drums 
with their impressive version of 
“Seven Nation Army”.

Jaimie Worley stunned the 
audience with her contortion 
routine and Leah Ripley also 
choreographed her own 
imaginative dance. Will Bargery 
and Uddalock Brahman 
returned with their mind baffling 
card tricks which wowed the 
audience once again. Whilst the 
judges deliberated, The Goons 
(Harrison Lutman and George 
Hatchard) did justice to a Bob 
Dylan classic and Mr Gregory 
was awesome performing a solo 
as the final guest act.

However there had to be 
a winner and this year the 
incredible Sienna Saunders 
really delighted and impressed 
the judges with her outstanding 
performance skills singing 

“Rain on my parade”. However 
a close second was Ellie 
Holmes singing her own song 
acapella “Precious things”. 
It was perfectly in tune and 
breathtakingly beautiful. Third 
place went to “The Shooting 
Stars” which is Lawrence 
Coqueral on guitar and vocals, 
Emily Smith on keyboard, Joel 
Heath, Qasim Abdul and Ria 
Harman on vocals, and finally 
Callum Dowst on drums. They 
performed a crowd pleasing 
version of “Castle on the hill” by 
Ed Sheeran.

Money raised on the door is 
going to Daral Akram Orphan 
School in The Gambia.

Finally huge thanks to our RRSA 
ambassadors for helping to 
present and run the evening as 
well as all their help in auditions 
as well as the staff who gave 
up their evenings once again to 
support AGT.

Ms Lucas
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YEARS 7 AND 8 GIRLS FOOTBALL

          
   Area Tournament Success!  

Our Years 7 and 8 Girls’ Football teams excelled themselves 
again at the area tournament winning all their pool games and 
facing Priory in the final. The game was intense and finished 
0-0, meaning the win came down to penalties.

Lucy Spanner made some great saves and the girls remained 
incredibly focused and won 4-3! 

This win resulted in them qualifying to represent Portsmouth 
in the Hampshire Youth Games which are to be held in June 
later this year. 

Miss Rennison 
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Debbie Lucas, teacher of Humanities, met with 12 MPs and a number of senior campaigners in 
Westminster to talk about her experiences of working with a school in The Gambia.

Debbie was invited to the event, hosted in the House of Commons, after being nominated by the ‘One 
Campaign’ as an inspiring international women in the UK to be invited to celebrate the impact that 
British women have in helping others around the world through their fundraising, campaigning and 
volunteering.

Billy Hill, One Campaign’s Coordinator, said, “I’ve been hugely inspired by Debbie’s work with the students at 
Admiral Lord Nelson School – from teaching them about the Global Goals through to working with partners in 
The Gambia. That is why I nominated her as one of our inspiring international women.”

Debbie said, ‘It was terrifying, but also fantastic. 
It was a real honour but also the best bit was 
hearing about what the other women are doing 
in order to make incredible changes around the 
world. I believe in ending extreme poverty because 
it’s about being human, it’s about humanity, justice 
and fairness. I am lucky to be born in a country 
where I get education free, where I get healthcare 
free. I was born into a white middle class family, I 
am automatically privileged and part of that for 
me is what I can do to make a difference to other 
people.’

Portsmouth North MP and International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt said,
‘This International Women’s Day, I am calling on everyone to step up, and speed up progress on gender equality. 
People like Debbie have shown people they can make a difference.’

Mr Hutton
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YEARS 7 AND 8 GIRLS FOOTBALL

          
   Area Tournament Success!  

DEBBIE LUCAS SPEAKS TO MPS ABOUT 

            Helping Women Overseas

ALNS STUDENTS 

      Making Change Happen
We were honoured to be the only secondary school to 
be part of the consultation and as usual our students 
represented the school with a great deal of pride and 
knowledge. As a result of the meeting, we now plan 
to appoint Personal Development Ambassadors from 
each year group to help develop the Aspiring Futures 
Programme, our Personal Development Days and PD 
Programme even further using their great ideas. Watch 
this space to see what happens next!

Ms Firth

This term students were asked to form 
a panel working with Portsmouth City 
Council to give their input about Personal 
Development, Aspiring Futures and the 
future development of these programmes 
throughout the city. Our students shared 
the fabulous work we do at ALNS and were 
very vocal about the topics they feel should 
be explored more in Personal Development.
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GIRLS NETWORK AND 

     International Women’s Day 
Thursday 8th March.  We are part of the Girls 
Network and we meet our mentors once a 
month in school.   We were lucky enough to be 
invited on a trip to visit the Houses of Parliament 
to celebrate International Women’s Day.This was 
funded by our local MP and various Unions.

The day started with a slightly earlier start as 
we were due to be picked up by 7.45am, after 
a tour of Portsmouth collecting students from 
Priory and Trafalgar (King Richards were already 
on the coach).  The journey to London went 
really quickly but as we neared the centre though 
the traffic was really slow and seemed to take 
forever to do the last few miles.   We eventually 
arrived at the Houses of Parliament just before 
11.00am.  To go into the Houses we had to go 
through the security check in; several of us had to 
be searched as we set the beepers off.  We were 
then introduced to Stephen Morgan MP.   Our 
group went out and found the statue for Emily 
Pankhurst and the memorial to The Women of 
World War II.

We then had lunch in a huge modern atrium 
where we met Stephen Morgan again, who took 
our group on a tour. First of all we went to 
West Minster Hall which is the oldest part of 
Parliament; this was once a law court but is now 

used for important occasions including lying-
in-state (the most recent lying in state was the 
Queen Mother).

We saw the ‘New Dawn’ light sculpture celebrating 
votes for Women. This was installed 150 year 
after the campaign for women’s votes began, and 
this is located above the entrance to St Stephen’s 
Hall.  We then went into St Stephen’s Hall and saw 
the stain glass window for Portsmouth. Stephen 
Morgan gave us some interesting facts about the 
statues and paintings in the hall.

Unfortunately we could not go into the actual 
House of Commons or House of Lords but we 
did go to the Central Lobby (this is the room that 
you usually see on the News programmes when 
MP’s are interviewed on TV).  

To end the day we had a Q & A session with 
Stephen Morgan.  He was asked:  
Why did he choose to go into Politics?  What 
career advice would you give a young person?  
Along with several other questions.

We would like to say a huge thank you to Stephen 
Morgan, Laura Watford and the people from the 
Girls Network for organising this event. It was a 
great day!

Rownag Saleh & Erin Littlefield
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HAPPY

       International Women’s Day

On Thursday 8th March, we had 20 BTEC SPORT 
students from Portsmouth College come to ALNS 
to help us organise and run a football tournament 
for 100 of our girls to celebrate International 
Women’s Day! 

We celebrated all of the strong and inspirational 
women in our lives through sport!  There are now 
100 girls full of enthusiasm and ready to lead the 
way in inspiring others!!

Miss Cooper
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FRIENDS OF

               
ALNS

The Summer Term will hopefully be as successful 
with a Student Quiz being held on 10th May. Tickets 
will be required in advance and refreshments will 
be included in the ticket price of £2.00 - details of 
how to purchase advertised after Easter.

The Adult Quiz will take place on Friday 25th May 
7.30pm - please bring your own refreshments. 
Entrance will cost £3.00 and numbers are needed 
by Wednesday 23rd May.

The Friends want to thank students, Parents and 
Staff for the tremendous support this term. 

Following Cake Sales, Drink and Easter Egg Raffles, 
and Quizzes we have been able to add to our 
funds, and been able to purchase workbooks to 
support the Science Curriculum, Visualisers for 
the Maths Department and have given a donation 
to The Drama Department. None of this would 
be possible without your support!

There will be other events running which once confirmed will be advertised on the School website.  If you 
would like to help with The Friends please contact Jan Andrews at janandrews@alns.co.uk  

Jan Andrews 

MARY ROSE SCHOOL

               
       Autism Festival

On Tuesday 6th February, some of the Year 9 and 10 Sports 
Leaders went to the Mary Rose School to assist in the running of 
their Autism festival.  

At this event our students ran sessions on Dance, Cycling, 
Trampolining and Swimming and fully immersed themselves in 
everything! Staff from The Mary Rose School thanked us for 
allowing our students to help out and said how fantastic they were.  

This event means so much to the children from Mary Rose and it 
is our students who help make it such a special and memorable 
day for them.  We have some truly AMAZING students here at 
ALNS!!

Miss Cooper 
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PD Day 5 took place on Friday 9th February and for Year 9 we spent the day learning about the largest 
continent in the World…. Asia! It was very interesting to understand and experience the lives of other 
cultures in a completely different place making a lot of us wonder what it would be like to live there! 
We did Rangoli patterns; we learnt it came from the Indian style patterns. I really enjoyed creating my 
own patterns. Although it was challenging working in groups, we got it together eventually.

Then we learnt about conflict in Jerusalem which I found was really inspiring to watch how children 
were influenced and what they thought about what occurred on the streets.

We then did my favourite the anime drawing on the computers making and styling our own animes. It 
for me was like another world in Japanese culture. It was so fun to create something out of the ordinary 
as every anime has a story behind them. 

Last but not least we went to the Food Tech room and we all created our own pancake rolls with 
Indian food and sauces - I really loved soya sauce! It was really enjoyable and opened up my eyes to see 
another side of life for people on the other side of the world.

Sienna Saunders 

9

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

                                  
Day Five

STUDENTS 

           Teach the Teachers
On Friday 22nd February, 4 of the ALNS 
Drama Ambassadors – Laura, Sienna, Tally 
and Olivia performed at the Stonewall 
Training at Charter Academy. The training 
was for Primary teachers exploring 
“Celebrating difference and challenging 
homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia 
in Portsmouth Primary Schools” - ALNS 
students opened the event performing 4 
powerful monologues using the words of 
real young people who had experienced 
these issues. They were exceptionally 
powerful and moving. One Headteacher 
said “I was in awe and wonder of the 
secondary pupils’ dramas”.

The students showed real maturity in 
their exploration of a very sensitive 
topic and they performed like true 
professionals in front of about 40 
teachers.

They will be doing it again for the training 
for secondary teachers.

Ms Firth 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

                                  
Day Five

On Friday 2nd February 2018, a group of Challenge Club 
students in Year 9 visited the Portsmouth Magistrates 
Court as part of their preparation for a Mock Trial 
competition that we hoped to be involved in in March. 
We spent the morning with two magistrates who gave 
us a tour of the courts, explained the layout and the 
different roles in a courtroom such as the ‘bench’, the legal 
adviser and the court usher. We then spent time watching 
several live trials in two different courts. We witnessed 
prosecuting and defending solicitors in action, witnesses given their statements and even sentencing. 
By the end we all agreed that it had been a very eye-opening experience and came away feeling very 
informed about that aspect of the justice system in the UK. 

Ms Barnes 

CHALLENGE CLUB VISIT TO THE

 Magistrates Court

HAMPSHIRE 

            Mock Trials
On Saturday 17th March, 14 students from Year 9 went to 
Southampton Crown Court to compete in the Hampshire 
Mock Trials against schools from Southampton, Winchester and 
Salisbury. Mock Trials competitions give young people the chance 
to experience the drama of the court room first hand. Students 
work in teams to prepare their case and then battle it out in a 
real court room in front of a real judge. Our team of students 
have practiced for several weeks with some help from a local 
magistrate and a local Detective Constable. They each took on the 
roles of Prosecuting and Defence lawyers, legal adviser, witnesses, 
court usher and magistrates - writing questions and learning statements, opening and closing speeches 
and all the court procedures. On the day we were up against other schools - which involved formal 
court proceedings, cross examinations and tense deliberations to come to a verdict. The judges were 
experienced magistrates who scored our pupils on accuracy, questioning skills and correct procedure. 
Our students were amazing. The confidence they showed was phenomenal; they simply excelled 
themselves. Feedback on the day clearly reflected this. Even though we weren’t the winning school , 
the scores were very close and our team felt like winners as they were so inspired by the way things 

had gone for them and the 
compliments and personal 
feedback they got from 
people on the day. They were 
presented with certificates 
by Mary Montague, the High 
Sheriff of Hampshire. It was 
a very prestigious event 
to be involved in and very 
rewarding for the students. 

Ms Barnes 
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On Tuesday 27th February, 63 ALNS students were involved in this year’s Rock Challenge competition 
at the Portsmouth Guildhall. This is a global competition which aims to encourage students to lead a 
healthy lifestyle and allows them the opportunity to perform at a professional venue and experience a 
drug free high. Students have been working on the performance since September, rehearsing hard after 
school to make their performance as good as it can be. This year’s theme for the show was based on 
the idea of Pandora’s Box and through our performance we wanted to highlight that in the world today 
although terrible things are happening that we should remember that there is still hope in all of these 
situations. The students had a fantastic day and they had the opportunity to see some of the other 
performances from local schools. 

The students performed exceptionally well on the night and did themselves and ALNS proud. They all 
had a fantastic experience. At the end of the evening we were awarded 5 awards of excellence for the 
following categories: Best Drama Skills, Best Performance Skills, Best Video Direction, Best Lighting; and 
Best Concept. 

Many thanks to all the students who worked so hard and also many thanks to the staff who supported 
the event. 

Mrs Pascoe 

ROCK CHALLENGE

                         
2018

YEAR 8

          
Indoor Athletics

The PE department took 13 Year 8 students to the 
Annual Portsmouth Schools Indoor Athletics Meet at the 
Mountbatten Centre. They took part in a variety of events 
on the track including 4 lap races and relays and field events 
such as the shot and triple jump. They had many successes 
such as winning the boys’ relay and many other track races 
which resulted in winning the boys’ Team event overall out of 
6 schools. The girls made an all-round effort across the events 
and gained some high scores in the field events.



812

ROCK CHALLENGE

                         
2018

YEAR 8

          
Indoor Athletics

On Wednesday 14th March 
2018, most of the cast of our 
school production Matilda, 
performed at the Soundsational 
event at the Guildhall in 
Portsmouth.

Soundsational is a celebration 
of Music and Performance 
which secondary schools and 
colleges in the city can attend 
and perform something from 
their Performing Arts team. We 
saw lots of choirs and bands so 
deciding to take 2 songs from 
our forthcoming production of 
Matilda was a real winner!

Students had a rehearsal on 
the stage before the show and 
then were allocated time to 
do hair and make up - whilst 
getting very excited about 
performing in such a big venue! 
Our performers were amazing 
getting one of the biggest 
cheers of the night from the 
audience. A special mention 
must go to Lawrence Coqueral 
who made his debut in full drag 
as Miss Trunchbull and he was 
fantastic!

Ms Firth

MATILDA AT

                
Soundsational 

We are incredibly proud of 
our talented students who 
represented the school brilliantly! 
Well done to all involved; it was a 
fantastic team effort.

Miss Rennison
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YEAR 8

           
Battlefields Tour to Ypres

Friday 9th – 11th February
At 6:30am on Friday morning, 75 year 8 students 
left school for a three day trip to Ypres.  After a 
smooth crossing to Calais and a drive into snowy 
Ypres the first stop was to Essex Farm cemetery 
where students paid their respects to the youngest 
soldier to die in WW1. Students then experienced 
what a trench network during WWI would have 
been like at the Passchendaele museum. From 
there it was a quick drive to the hotel for a great 
dinner, before free time and a chance to unwind 
after a long day.  

The second day started with some reflective 
time comparing the sombre Langemark German 
cemetery to the beauty of Tyne Cot, the largest 
allied cemetery in Europe. A final stop for the 
day at Hill 62, an original reserve trench, had the 
students running in muddy trenches, working 
their way through pitch black tunnels and jumping 

in and out 
of watery 
craters. Later 
that evening 
after dinner, 
the students represented the school in the Menin Gate ceremony, 
laying a wreath on behalf of the school in respect of the soldiers 
who died at Ypres.  

Saturday saw a visit to the Flanders Field interactive museum and 
free time with a substantial amount of chocolate shopping. 

The students were a pleasure to take on the trip and a huge thanks 
go to Mr Lapham, Miss Barnes, Miss Easson, Miss Massey, Miss Rolls, 
Mr Palmer and Mr Brown for all their help.

Mrs Gray 
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YEAR 8 EXTENDS A WARM

                                               
“Bienvenue” to French Visitors

On the 7th of February ALNS welcomed 29 pupils from Collège Saint Michel in Bourgoin Jallieu, which 
is near Lyon in France.

They were befriended by Year 8 Admiral pupils, who showed them around the school and took them 
to lessons, as well as participating in bilingual quizzes and activities. We all discovered that we have far 
more similarities than differences and contact details were exchanged between many of the pupils; after 
all who wouldn’t want a French friend to help out with Independent Learning?

Ms Prokop 
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Friday 30th March  Good Friday 
Monday 2nd April  Friday 13th April – Half Term 
Monday 16th April  Inset Day 
Thursday 19th April  Non School Uniform Day 
Monday 23rd April  Friday 27th April – Year 7 Exams 
Monday 30th April  Friday 4th May – Year 8 Exams 
Monday 7th May  Bank Holiday
Tuesday 8th May  Friday 11th May – Year 8 Exams 
Friday 11th May  ‘Friends of ALNS’ Quiz night (7pm)
Monday 14th May  GCSE Exam start 
Monday 28th May  Friday 1st June – Half Term 
Thursday 14th June  Year 7 Parents Evening 
Monday 18th   Friday 29th June – Year 10 Exams 
Sunday 24th June  Field Full of Festival Fun 
Tuesday 28th June  1.45pm finish for students
 
Tuesday 28th June   Year 11 BBQ
Wednesday 27th June  PD Day 8 
Thursday 28th June  Year 11 Prom 
Monday 2nd – Tuesday 3rd July Year 6 Induction Day 
Monday 2nd – Friday 6th July  Year 8 Camp
Monday 2nd July – Friday 6th July Year 9 Exams 
Monday 2nd – Friday 13th July Year 10 Work Experience 
Thursday 5th July  Year 6 Parent’s Evening 
Friday 6th July  Year 7 French Day 
Friday 13th July  PD Day 9 
Tuesday 17th July  Non-school uniform day 
Wednesday 18th July  PD Day 10 
Monday 23rd July   PD Day 11

Tuesday 24th July   Last day of the school year 

DATES FOR YOUR

                         
Diary

YEAR 8 EXTENDS A WARM

                                               
“Bienvenue” to French Visitors



YOUNG

     Engineers Lego Competition
Last month the Computing 
Club competed against 
other schools to see 
who had the best young 
engineers. Students 
competed using their 
brains and two Lego 
Mindstorm’s kits that 
were kindly donated 
to us by AIRBUS. 

The competition was broken down into several 
categories: Speed Challenge; Team Work; Research 
Presentation; and the Robotics Rescue Challenge. The 
Robotics Rescue challenge required teams to make a 
robot that could climb up a steep hill, follow a black 
line, collect two engines, open a door, and tow a Lego 
aircraft plus much more!

The competition was fierce and ultimately we didn’t 
make it to the finals but there is always next year! 

In preparation for the next Computing Club 
we will be creating our own battling robots on 
Thursday evenings to better our skills. 

If making robots sounds like fun, come along! 

Mr Collier 


