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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
Welcome to the first edition for 2018-19 of our ALNS magazine, Latitude!
A very warm welcome back to school to all of our students and an
especially warm welcome to our Year 7 students, who I hope are enjoying
the excitement of the start of their first term as part of the ALNS family.
It is great to see everyone well-rested after their well-deserved summer
break, looking smart and wearing our school uniform with pride, all set to
face the challenges of the coming year. I am absolutely thrilled at the way
in which staff and students are really enjoying the move to vertical tutoring
and being part of their new Houses, which has already enhanced the ‘family feel’ of our school this term.
We will continue to have the very highest expectations of every one of our students in an inclusive,
supportive environment that empowers every child to achieve their very best at ALNS!
Once again, we are pleased by the performance of all of our students in their end of year exams, but
especially by last year’s Year 11 who maintained the high standards we have come to expect at ALNS.
GCSE English and Mathematics performance is always a real strength here; 79% of our Year 11 students
gained a higher GCSE grade pass (grades 9-4) in English and over two thirds of all students gained a
higher GCSE grade pass (grades 9-4) in Mathematics! Exam performance in many subject areas was
impressive and, as usual, our GCSE results exceeded the national average, proving that our excellent
reputation in Portsmouth (and nationally!) remains well deserved indeed!
As the first school in England to be awarded the prestigious Artsmark Platinum Award for a second
time, you will not be surprised that our students continue to excel across all aspects of the Arts
here at ALNS. Our impressive sporting provision has also resulted in recognition at the highest level,
Sportsmark Gold Award which was a lovely piece of news to receive in July on the very last day of
term!
Reflecting back on the highlights of our students’ experiences over the past half term is always a delight!
I am extraordinarily proud of our continued commitment to the personal development of all of our
young people which you can see demonstrated by the range of enrichment activities, extra-curricular
events and trips included in this edition of Latitude, in addition to our timetabled Personal Development
Days throughout the year.

Congratulations to our hardworking students and staff on an impressive end to the Summer term 2018!
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Nys Hardingham, Headteacher

ALNS

Change to a House System

During the Summer Term, we were very busy changing the way the pastoral system works at
ALNS in readiness for a September 2018. On Monday 11th June, we had a polling day for the
House names, choosing five options from the nearly 200 submitted by students, parents and
staff. The winning four were very popular indeed, receiving 29% of the total votes, from both
staff and students combined and so we had our new names - WARRIOR,VICTORY, SPINNAKER
and MARY ROSE, the theme being “The Dockyard”.
Following this, there were many conversations about who might be in which house and Monday
12th July saw the big reveal to the students of which house they were in. This was posted on
their current noticeboards for the end of the school day and it was lucky that timing decision was
taken as the buzz it created was fantastic to see! Since then we have had all sorts of conversations
happening about competitions, team t-shirts for the staff for Sports Day and house badges and
other emblems, it is a very exciting time to be part of ALNS!
Mrs Holness
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ALNS AWARDED THE

Artsmark Platinum Award

In June this year Admiral Lord Nelson School proudly became the first and only school in the country
to be awarded Artsmark Platinum twice, achieving the highest level of recognition for our arts and
cultural provision.
Artsmark is Arts Council England’s award recognising excellence in cultural education. It celebrates
schools’ commitments to embedding arts across the curriculum and bringing creative learning to life for
children and young people.
We have been involved with Artsmark since 2003 and we were one of the first schools to achieve
the Platinum Award when the programme was refreshed in 2015. The new award recognises the
school’s commitment to cultural education, which sees the arts strongly embedded across their whole
curriculum and playing a key role in their School Improvement Plan.
Amanda Rigler, Senior Officer for Artsmark, said: “We’d like to congratulate Admiral Lord
Nelson School on this fantastic achievement. The Artsmark awarding panel were extremely impressed
by their commitment and dedication to arts education, exemplified by the extensive involvement of
pupils, staff, parents and governors in cultural activities, the professional development opportunities
offered to staff and students, and the support they have offered to other schools on their Artsmark
journeys.”
Nys Hardingham, Admiral Lord Nelson Headteacher, said: “We’re delighted to be recognised
for our commitment to our students’ arts experience and our dedication to improving our own
practice. Achieving the second Platinum Award will only strengthen our resolve to continue this work
and share what we have learned with other schools and the wider community.”
Darren Henley, Chief Executive of the Arts Council, said: “Congratulations to all the staff,
students, governors and parents at Admiral Lord Nelson on becoming the first school in England to
achieve two Artsmark Platinum Awards. Schools remain the most important places where children can
experience arts education, and Admiral Lord Nelson is a shining example of the vital role schools play in
raising the breadth and quality of cultural learning.”
ALNS is exceptionally proud to have achieved this award
again and particularly to be the only school to have done
so far. It is without doubt due to the commitment and
dedication of the Performance and Art and Design
team who continuously provide high quality Arts
experiences for all of our students along with
creative and dynamic teachers and brilliant young
people who make the most of every opportunity
they can.
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The year ahead brings many more opportunities for
our young people and staff to be even more involved
with events both in school and within the city and
beyond. Watch this space!
Mrs Wisbey

YOU SPEAK

Debate Contest Finals

On Wednesday 11th July, 18 students from Years
8 and 9 took part in the finals of the You Speak
Debate contest. The students involved had all
been part of the You Speak programme during
which they learnt the skills of debating and the
time had come to show off what they had learnt.
The finals took place at Portsmouth University
and our two teams debated against The
Petersfield School, Charter School and The
Portsmouth Academy. There were 3 x 30 minute
debates and although the groups knew the topics,
they did not know the side they would debating
for. The three debates were: This house believes
that teachers in US schools should have guns,
this house believes that animal testing should be
banned and this house believes that 16 year olds
should be able to vote.

Both of the teams demonstrated a huge amount
of maturity and knowledge during their debates
which led to ALNS achieving four awards at the
end of the last debate including the only individual
award of the afternoon for Cerys Ashby. ALNS
won ‘the clearest ability to understand the
opposite point of view’, ‘best team work’ and the
‘best use of evidence’.
The students enjoyed the experience and
challenge of the afternoon and were once again
superb ambassadors for our school.
Mrs Wisbey

The teams found out whether they were for
against each issue based on a coin toss which led
to some challenging debates especially when both
teams had to be against 16 year olds having the
right to vote when they both felt so passionate
about the issue.

SPORTS MARK

Gold Award

Here is some amazing sporting news…this year we completed the
Sainsbury’s Sports Mark application, which is a detailed process
of analysing our sporting provision here at ALNS. This ranks us
nationally against other schools with regards to the amount of in
school and extra-curricular sport we do. For the first year EVER…we
have achieved Sports Mark GOLD! This is very rare and is the highest
grading of certification we can get in sport and we are honestly elated!
This year our students have done more than ever. We entered all the local
Portsmouth competitions performing consistently well and also qualified
for five different Hampshire tournaments with our Football, Basketball,Volleyball and Hockey teams
representing Portsmouth against other Hampshire schools. Our sports leaders have also done us
proud helping to provide a huge range of different sports opportunities for other children in the city.
It has been a fantastic year and as always thank you to our students, staff and parents for your support
with our ALNS sport!
Ms Cooper
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2018

Results

Students and staff shared a brilliant day on 23rd August
celebrating some amazing results.
This was the first year where most of the results were from the
‘New’ GCSEs that are graded from 1 to 9, with a grade 9 being a
very rare top of an old A* grade.
In English 79% of students achieved a grade 4 or higher, with
29% achieving a grade 7 to 9 – well above the national average.
English also achieved an amazing 17 grade 9s, again well above
the national average.
As well as English many other subjects such as French, German,
Science, PE and Music all achieved their best results in many years.
Science achieved 15 grade 9s with 2 students, Jess Leverton and
Solomon Sanderson achieving a grade 9 in Biology, Chemistry
and Physics.
One of our proudest achievements this year is our continuing
strength in the EBacc measures. The EBacc measure means that
students have to have a GCSE grade 4 or higher in all of; English
Language, English Literature, Mathematics, 2 Sciences, either
Geography or History and a Foreign Language. 33% of the students in 2018 achieved this (our best
result ever) well above the national average from last year of 24%.
Students really rose to the challenge of studying these robust qualifications and thanks to their superb
efforts and success they are now really well placed to move on and succeed in their further academic
studies.
Mr Doherty
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RED CROSS REFUGEE

Poetry Competition Winners

Over 150 students from ALNS entered the Red Cross’ Poetry Competition to celebrate Refugee Week,
and on the 24th June the shortlisted entrants were invited to a special prize-giving ceremony at the
ASPEX Gallery. The brief was to write a poem about the experiences of a refugee or asylum seeker. The
judges were really impressed with the quality of the writing and the sensitivity of how the subject was
handled. The many of our shortlisted poets read their poems aloud to the audience at the event, making
all their families and Ms Stevenson and Mrs Plumridge, who represented ALNS, very proud!
Our lucky winners were:
1st place: Caitlin Reed
2nd place: Ben Brett
3rd place: Maisy Fitzgerald
You can read the winning poem below:
I am a refugee
I am a refugee,
Longing for a place to call my own
Waiting for a family to say they love me.
But that could never happen to me.
I am a refugee,
I have nowhere to go,
My language is misunderstood,
My religion is no longer welcome
I am seen as an outsider
No longer welcome anywhere.
I am a refugee,
They say they wanted to help,
Where were they when the men took me
Captured, isolated and alone.
I had nobody but I needed somebody,
Somebody who cared,
Somebody who loved me,
Somebody who guided me through the dark.
I am a refugee,
And this is my story.
My parents were shot,
My siblings were taken.
I was left on my own,
I saw what they did.
I will never forgive them.
I am a refugee,
I have no tears left to cry
I have no happiness left to smile
I have no anger left to show
I have nothing
Nothing at all
I am a refugee.
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Ms Flack

BROOKE TYLER-PARIS:

My Work Experience Diary

In year 10, we complete 2 weeks’ work experience. I spent two weeks at Braeburn Estate Agents and
had lots of opportunities to do a variety of different things. Here is just one of my weeks and some
examples of the things I had to do.

Monday
•
•
•
•
•

Searched Rightmove.co.uk to see how agents take their photographs.
Measured a property and took photographs.
Sent photographs to Mark over Wi-Fi and edited photos.
Typed up property particulars and added photos.
Listed property on Rightmove.co.uk and added photos.

Tuesday

• Attended a gas safety certification with a gas engineer and completed all the notes.
• Searched rightmove to see how to find a property in the desired price band and location.
• Completed a floor plan and entered it into Metropix (floorplan software) then uploaded it to
		Rightmove.

Wednesday
•
•
•
•
•

Went on a viewing to show potential buyer around.
Used petty cash to pick up supplies form Tesco.
Made a file up on a property, including vendor details, photocopied contract.
Produced window card on A3 paper using Publisher and put it into the window display.
Visited solicitors with Steve.

Thursday
•
•

Typed up sales memorandum for a property.
Hand delivered sales memorandum on the solicitors.

Friday
•
•
•
•
•
•

Typed up invoice to solicitor for a sale
Emailed invoice to solicitor.
Started to learn about how to produce an Energy Performance certificate.
Entered measurements on to a floor plan.
Calculated Heat loss, area, and party wall of a property.
Did a Sales viewing.

I would like to say thank you to Mark and Steve for a really valuable experience and all of the
opportunities at Braeburns.
Our work experience for Year 10 will be between Monday 1st July 2019 and Friday 19th July 2019. If
anyone could offer a work placement to students, please email Vanessa Etherington on vetherington@
alns.co.uk
Brooke Tyler-Paris and Miss Driscoll
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YEAR 7 CHALLENGE PARTNERS
Our group of Year 7 boys were selected to take
part in a Challenge Partners Learning project
earlier in the year (the aim being to develop their
learning across different subjects to increase
interest, confidence, skills and knowledge).
In the first session the boys planned a historic
battle taking into consideration weapons from
the time and strategy. In their second Science
session the boys learned about structures that
can withstand natural hazards and the pros and
cons of building these structures in different
ways. In the final session of this year, Mr Adebesin
took the students through a Maths session using
smarties to improve their skills using ratios and
percentages. The boys did extremely well and of
course they got to eat the smarties at the end!
The students have been set a challenge over
the summer holidays. They have all been
given disposals cameras and have been tasked

NCS

Learning Project
with taking photos of their favourite parts of
Portsmouth and then describing what Portsmouth
means to them.

When they return in September there will be a
presentation of their work - happy snapping!
Ms Barnes

Programme

On Wednesday 5th September ALNS was very proud to become a
Champion School for the NCS programme in Portsmouth. We were
awarded the certificate during the NCS graduation ceremony at
Portsmouth Guildhall.
The NSC programme is for Year 11 students over the summer
holidays before college begins. It involves a residential trip to Dorset
where students learn to cook for each other, first aid, take part in
watersports, camping and learn a range of life skills. This is followed
by a social project where they can really make a difference within
our city. Students take part in the programme for 3 weeks.
ALNS had the biggest sign up and engagement within the city this
year and the students who took part said it was life changing at the
graduation ceremony on Wednesday.
NCS will be back at ALNS this year too where our new Year 11s
can sign up to the programme for just £35 for an amazing summer.
“National Citizen Service (NCS) is an experience you really don’t want to miss. If you’re 15 to 17 yearsold, this is your chance to embark on exhilarating challenges, make your mark and build skills for work
and life. More than 275,000 young people have already said YES to NCS. Don’t. Miss. Out.”
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Find out more about the programme here: http://www.ncsyes.co.uk/what-is-ncs
Mrs Wisbey

SCHOOL PLAY 2018 -

‘Skools Out’

In the last full week of term the Drama
department staged one of our most ambitious
productions to date. 2 shows; Our Day Out and
Matilda in one night!
After months of rehearsals we finally performed
to almost full houses for 3 evenings. Students
had all worked so very hard to create 2 amazing
productions which had fabulous feedback from
audiences.
Our Day Out was adapted
to tell the story of a group
of students on a school
trip from Portsmouth to
London. It is a powerful piece
which despite being over 20
years old still has a relevant
message about education.
The students performed
with professionalism and
enthusiasm. Laura Spurgeon
who played Mrs Kay, the kind teacher who looks
after her special group deserves a mention for her
fantastic portrayal of a teacher who truly believes
in the best for young people. Mr Briggs played by
Laurence Coqueral was a total contrast to Mrs
Kay and Laurence was once again superb in this
challenging role. Oliva Osbourne played Carol,
the young girl with a horrible home life, Oliva was
superb in this role. The whole cast were
quite simply fabulous.

During the interval we took the bus down and
got ready to perform the shortened version of
the musical Matilda. Matilda played beautifully by
Jamie Worley and the terrifying Miss Trunchbull
performed by Lawrence Coqueral who is one
to watch for in future ALNS productions, his
transformation during the interval from Mr
Briggs to Miss Trunchbull was quite simply
unreal. The cast of Matilda have performed songs
from the show on stage
at the Guildhall this year
and performed the show
as part of our first ever
Performance festival at
Easter so they have worked
on it for a very long time.
The students have never
lost their enthusiasm and
dedication to the show and
totally rose to the challenge
of performing two shows in
one night.
Our performers always remind me what an
amazing job I have and make me exceptionally
proud. Congratulations to everyone that was
involved over the week.
Mrs Wisbey
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SUMMER

Sports Day

On Wednesday 18th July, we had our Summer
Sports Day. It was a huge success with our students
taking part in a range of different activities such as
Athletics, Cricket, Rounders and Capture the Flag.
It was the first sports day in our new houses which
made it ultra-competitive and very exciting. All of
our students put in so much energy and enthusiasm
and truly made this sports day one of our best
ever!! Thank you to everyone, it was such a brilliant
day of sporting action and most importantly after
all the scores from all the different activities were
counted.

THE WINNERS WERE…. MARY ROSE!!
Final Scores

1029

1040

948

1109

Final Place

Spinnaker

Warrior

Victory

Mary Rose

Ms Cooper

