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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
***NEW TEXT HERE*** It has been a phenomenal term at ALNS; there is 
so much to celebrate with you in this bumper edition of Latitude.

ALNS has received considerable national recognition for its excellent 
Personal Development Curriculum and in particular our work to support 
UNICEF in ensuring that every child understand their inalienable rights 
in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Our superb work has 
been reported all over social media, in national newspapers and even in 
Hello magazine! ALNS students are all encouraged through the Personal 
Development Curriculum to reflect on their role as citizens in a global society and to strive to be 
people who will work together to make the world a better place for the next generation. 

Listening to inspirational speakers in school, such as Chris Lubbe, Professor David Wilson and Lord 
Stoneman recently, provides our children with the opportunity to hear for themselves what can be 
achieved when you decide that you are going to ‘make a difference’ to others in your life, not for 
personal gain but simply because you have decided that it is ‘the right thing to do’.  I am incredibly 
proud to talk to our students and hear how they are developing their own set of principles around 
which they want to base their future lives; they truly are developing into confident individuals who are 
excellent global citizens!

With the tremendous opportunities at ALNS to be involved in a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities, sporting, arts, debating, cultural visits, social responsibility is demonstrated in abundance in 
the many articles in this issue. In particular I have been delighted by the involvement of our students 
in leadership activities such as The Duke of Edinburgh which has resulted in the largest number of 
students ALNS has ever achieved gaining their Bronze Award this year!

My personal highlight of the term was accompanying our amazing team of Rights Respecting School 
Student Ambassadors to 10 Downing Street and watching them laughing and enjoying themselves as 
they taught Mo Farah, Ollie Murs, Joe Wilkes, Brendan Cole, Robbie Keane, Lee Mack, Kevin Peterson, 
Damien Lewis and many other celebrities and government ministers how to do their own specially 
designed ‘Soccer Aid Playground Challenge’! Meeting the Prime Minister and A-list celebrities like Usain 
Bolt and Robbie Williams and realising that they all started off as children at school somewhere, who 
were dedicated to achieving excellence in their chosen field, provided a real embodiment of our school 
motto ‘Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve’!

I could not be more proud of our ALNS family of staff, students, parents, Governors and volunteers; it is 
an absolute privilege to be your Headteacher. Thank you!
               

                                                                                            Nys Hardingham, Headteacher
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THE 

        First Day of 2018-19!
With the first day back at school in full swing, new and old students alike arrived bright and early to 
start the new school year. With the Year 7 students taking their first steps towards their secondary 
education, and Year 11 students making their way to begin their final year at ALNS. 

September 2018 also brings many new changes to our 
school, including many refurbishments to classrooms and 
new gates to improve the safety of our students. 

The biggest change, however, has been to our tutor groups, 
with us changing to a vertical tutoring system, to allow 
for more interaction between a variety of age groups. This 
allowed for the Year 7s to experience a tour around the 
school, led by our fellow Year 11s, and the change is also 
hoped to help increase the confidence of the younger 
years when making their way around the school or 
interacting with older students.

Our new house system consists of four teams: Mary Rose, 
Spinnaker, Warrior and Victory. Each tutor now has around 
4 or 5 students from each year group, which will enable 
more interaction between a wider age group. There will 
also be two tutor teachers for each tutor group, allowing 
for more one-on-one involvement in tutor time. This 
change will also allow for more house challenges and competitions between the students so everyone 
has a chance to be more involved with his or her fellow peers. 

We are excited to see all of our students working together in their new tutors to help reach their full 
potential and are excited to see what unfolds over the next school year.

Written By: Emma and Lucy (Year 11 students & Latitude Editors)

YEAR 8 CHALLENGE CLUB’S

 Visit to Copnor Primary School 
The Year 8 Challenge Club went to visit their student 
mentees at Copnor Primary School on Friday 5th 
October. The Admiral Lord Nelson School team are 
part of a mentoring project with students from Years 
4 and 5. It started last July when both groups met for 
the first time. The idea of the project is to give ALNS 
students the opportunity to mentor younger students, 
discuss their learning and set targets for when they all 
meet again. 

This time the students shared feedback, had 
constructive discussions about what they had been doing in their lessons and worked on Maths brain 
teasers. We hope to see them again in the next half term!

Written by: Ms Barnes



TEACH PORTSMOUTH

    Week in Performance
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The week beginning the 1st October saw the 
beginning of the ‘Teach Portsmouth’ week. In 
the Performance Department at Admiral Lord 
Nelson School, we decided we were going to 
make this a week full of unusual opportunities for 
our students and teachers!

The week began with compiling videos recorded 
by our ex-students, many of who are now 
teachers, dancers and performers. These videos 
were shared with all staff as many of them 
wanted to share their positive experiences of the 
teachers at ALNS and their school.

On Tuesday BTEC Acting students experienced 
teaching at Key Stage 5 level with the Head of 
Portsmouth College’s Performing Arts faculty 
came in to deliver a high level performance 
workshop with Year 10. Year 10 BTEC Music 
students got to experience a song writing 
workshop delivered by ex-student Billy Gregory, 
who is now a working musician. 20 students 
worked with a real Rock Star from the Pink Floyd 
tribute band after school on Tuesday. Students 
were asked to perform with the band live on 
stage at the Kings Theatre in October.

On Wednesday, 4 of the Drama Ambassadors 
had the opportunity to be filmed in Portsmouth 
Universities professional film studio. They had 
been asked to film monologues that they had 
performed as part of Stonewalls teacher training 
last year. The monologues were so good that 
they will be used as part of Stonewalls national 
teacher training programme.

Whilst we were at the studios Laura, Tally, Olivia 
and Sienna were also interviewed on film as 
part of ‘my teacher’ were they were asked to 
talk about the teachers who had influenced 
them and students were also asked what animal 
their teacher was most like! There were some 
very entertaining answers from our students. 
10 of the Drama ambassadors took over from the teachers and were asked to “teaching the teachers”. 
Students ran a workshop to both ALNS and Trafalgar school teachers on using your voice. They 
delivered a full practical workshop with great confidence and skill to 25 teachers in the Drama Studios.
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ONE WORLD

                  
Campaign

Students have been busy thinking about environmental awareness in Music lessons and choir rehearsals 
during September. ALNS Music Department is excited to be involved in the One World Song in 
partnership with Portsmouth Music Hub and the BBC. The song has been especially written by one of a 
group of local composers and will be performed live on 28th September 2018 by 1,500 primary pupils 
on the Guildhall steps as part of celebrations for BBC Music Day.

Admiral Lord Nelson School were invited specially by the Portsmouth Music Hub to participate in a 
recording to be released on the BBC website later this year featuring local choirs, schools and members 
of the community.  

You will hear our students enthusiastically singing the catchy chorus: 

‘We have One World, treat it with respect
Only One World, it’s our duty to protect
For the sake of future generations, make a change right now
Unite together for One World’

The Portsmouth Music Hub ‘One World’ campaign will run for the whole academic year encompassing 
a range of creative events and activities designed to raise awareness for our local environment. The 
special events planned include a song folder, a national beach clean, a poetry competition and art 
competition. We look forward to being involved throughout. 

More information can be found at: http://www.portsmouthmusichub.org/one-world
The performance video can be found on the Portsmouth Music Hub You Tube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCz298lnueC8DQn01osQ815g

        Written by: Miss Hudson
 

On Thursday evening students took the lead 
throughout the faculty during our Open Evening. In 
Drama, students were leading games and directing 
small group. In Dance they were teaching each 
other routines and in Music bands and performers 
were demonstrating their leadership skills as well 
as talking to parents about how amazing Music is at 
ALNS.

The week finished with the first ever Portsmouth 
Teaching Awards held on the pier in Southsea. 
Admiral Lord Nelson School were nominated for several awards and the Performance and Design 
team won the award for Creativity and Innovation in recognition of our commitment to the Arts and 
achieving a double Platinum Award from the Arts Council.

It was a really exciting week in the Performance faculty in which students experienced different teachers 
including ex-students, worked with a Rock Band, got to be on film, taught each other and even taught 
the teachers. We look forward to it being even bigger and better next year!

Written by:  Mrs Wisbey



ADMIRAL LORD NELSON SCHOOL STUDENTS PERFORM AT THE                   
Kings Theatre with Wall of Floyd
On Wednesday 17th October, 21 ALNS students had the most amazing opportunity to perform live on 
stage at The Kings Theatre with ‘The Wall of Floyd’ singing the chorus in ‘Another Brick in the Wall’.

We arrived at the theatre at 
5.30pm where we all got to 
go through the stage door 
and were taken up to our 
dressing rooms. The band 
bought all students pizza, 
drinks and cakes as a thank 
you for being involved in 
the show. The students ate 
pizza whilst getting ready for 
the show and enjoyed the 
experience of using make up 
mirrors. We were called down 
to the stage for a rehearsal 
where students had a run 
through with the band and got to see the view from the stage for the first time which made students 
feel nervous but this didn’t stop them all performing with real confidence.
After the rehearsal students were sent back up to the dressing room and were given time to ensure 
they all looked perfect! It was really exciting when the students were called down to the stage to 
perform. They entered from each side of the stage to an audience of almost 700. Students performed 
their part of the song and the audience loved it. 

The band praised our students so highly and have invited them back to do it all again next year.
As always our Performance students were a credit to our school and really enjoyed the opportunity to 
perform with ‘The Wall of Floyd’.

Written by: Mrs Wisbey
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FRIENDS OF 

        Admiral Lord Nelson School
Following on from last year’s success, we are 
hoping this year with your support to continue 
providing resources which will benefit all students. 

We have already held 2 Discos and Quiz events, 
a cake sale with many more events planned in the 
coming future. 

How can you help? 
If you are attending any parent event and would 
like to donate a bottle/cans to ‘Barrel Tombola’ 
we would be grateful. Any donations can be left at 
Reception, by an adult only and no student will be 
involved in this event.   

You will have already received details of our aim 
to provide resources for the PE Department 
which every student will benefit from. To support 
this either send a cash donation in an envelope 
marked ‘PE – Jan Andrews’ or make a donation at: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/janice-
andrews

The 100 club launched in October, not quite 100 
members yet so if you would like to participate, 
with the chance of winning one of the monthly 
prizes whilst supporting the school please contact 
Jan Andres on jandrews@alns.co.uk to sign up 
(£5.00 per month).
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YEAR 9 PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS                    
 Visit to Little Admirals 
Year 9 students have been learning about how children develop their thinking skills in our Psychology 
lessons. Students have been studying the work of a very influential Psychologist called Jean Piaget. 
Piaget claimed that children develop certain skills at 
different ages. He called this his theory of Cognitive 
Development.  On Thursday 27th September, students 
from Year 9 visited Little Admirals Preschool to test 
Piaget’s theory. 

Students designed their own tests to see if the young 
children could understand someone else’s point of 
view (egocentrism). They also wanted to test whether 
the children had the skill of conservation. They did 
this by pouring water from different sized beakers to 
see if the children could understand that the volume 
of liquid stayed the same.  They discovered that many 
of the children had developed their cognitive skills 
much earlier than Piaget claimed they could! Our 
Little Admirals must be very clever!

Students also spent time playing with the Little 
Admirals and there was lots of fun had by all with an 
empty cardboard box! 

Written by: Mrs Brown 

Written by: Jan Andrews (Chair of the Friends of ALNS Committee) 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

       Day Two
On Wednesday 3rd October, ALNS had our second personal 
development day of the year. Personal Development Days are 
an exciting opportunity for our students to undertake a range 
of different activities exploring different issues and learning 
styles. 

Year 7 students either went to the Weald and Downland 
Museum or undertook their CAT tests, followed by 
an afternoon of team building. The trip to a real living 
museum gives the opportunity for students to explore 
hands on History. The students were lucky with the 
weather this year and had a fantastic day! The Year 7 
students in school took their CAT tests and then had 
the opportunity to work together to explore their 
teamwork and leadership skills! 

Year 8 students got their own passports for the day and 
undertook the ‘Passport to the World’ Day. They moved 
around the school into different experiences in different 
‘countries’. Students had the opportunity to sing, dance, 
learn about food and get creative with design.

The Stock Market Challenge took place for Year 9 in 
the Main Hall. This was a really exciting day that enabled 
our Year 9 students to practically apply Maths and learn 
how the stock market world works. The atmosphere 

and engagement in the hall was amazing as the Maths 
department and their student volunteers transformed it 
into a real stock market.

Africa Day was the Year 10 opportunity were students 
had the opportunity to learn African Dances, African 
Art and Design and learnt all about poverty in Africa. 
Students also learnt about the more positive aspects and 
the beauty of this amazing continent.

Year 11 worked in their option groups for the day which 
allows them to explore their chosen subjects in real 
depth for the day. Art students were lucky enough to 
work with a professional artist and others got to spend time developing projects and embedding their 
subject knowledge.

Students in Broadside had a day exploring a range of 
STEM activities including building bridges from spaghetti 
and how to use balloons to power cars!

The atmosphere around the school was amazing as 
always. Our Personal Development Days give such varied 
opportunities for students we all look forward to the 
next one.

Written by: Mrs Wisbey 7
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ALNS STUDENT ATTEND THE PORTSMOUTH 

Remembrance Service – 11.11.18
Several moving events have taken place during November to mark the 
centenary of the end of World War 1.
 
ALNS fell silent at 11am on Friday 9th November to mark 100 years 
since the end of World War One. Every single student did this with 
pride and respect for all the fallen heroes. Mrs Easson, Mrs Lucas and 
Mrs Holness lead the tribute assemblies earlier in the week to all year 
groups to remind us all what remembrance means and why this year in 
particular is so important.

On Sunday 11th November Mrs Easson and Ms Barnes accompanied 
Alfie, Hannah and Erin in Year 11 to the Portsmouth Remembrance 
Service. The students laid a wreath at the Guildhall on behalf of ALNS.

In addition to 
these wonderful 
events, ALNS is extremely proud of the stunning 
art installation that can be seen in our Mall. 
Hundreds of poppies with personal messages 
on from our students have been combined to 
create an ALNS tribute. The art work called 
‘Remembering our heroes’ developed initially 
by the History department and realised by our 
talented design technicians stands proud and 
is a reminder of the sacrifices in war 100 years 
ago and in wars since.

Written by: Mrs Barnes
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On Tuesday 20th November Year 10 students had 
an assembly which launched the start of Work 
Experience for next year, on Wednesday 21st 
November parents were invited to attend an 
information event about work experience.  The 
dates that Year 10 will be out on work experience 
are Monday 1st July to Friday 12th July 2019.  It 
is important that work placements are secured 
as soon as possible as the paperwork issued will 
need to be returned by Friday 1st February to 
Mrs Etherington.  

Please remember this is an experience of work and 
that it is not always feasible to obtain a placement 
in some future career pathways.  It would be worth 
considering placements that will give experience 
for part time work whilst at college.  

Parents also had 
a presentation 
from ALPHI  
(Association of 
Learning Providers 
Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight)  regarding 
the many changes 
in Apprenticeships 
which are now 
available for people 
of all ages, further 
information can be 
found on the following link -  https://www.gov.uk/
topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships  

Written by: Mrs Etherington 

WORK EXPERIENCE LAUNCH AND 

                     Apprenticeship Update
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Our year 11 GCSE PE students have 
been given a brilliant opportunity through 
Portsmouth College to be involved in some 
sporting performance analysis.  Staff from 
Portsmouth College have come into our 
GCSE PE lessons getting students to wear 
the play tek vests that professional athletes 
use to analyse performance.  They set up 
a video camera in the middle of the astro 
turf and filmed our students playing a game 
of Football.  The play tek vests will give an 
insight into distance covered, heart rate and 
tracking movement to see how effective 
it is within the game situation. The college 
sports analysist is going away to review the footage and data then they will come back into see us for 

a theory session to review the statistics 
and give our GCSE students an insight 
into what performance analysis is like 
within College and University courses.  A 
huge thank you to Portsmouth College 
for giving our students an insight into 
elite performance and thank you to our 
GCSE students for working so hard, we 
look forward to reviewing and analysing 
your stats!                      

Written by: Miss Cooper 
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PORTSMOUTH COLLEGE WORKING WITH                                      

GCSE PE Students!

On Friday 12th October we had our third personal development day of the year. 
Year 7 either went to the Weald and Downland Museum or undertook their CAT tests followed by 
an afternoon of team building. The trip to a real living museum gives the opportunity for students to 
explore real hands on history, they were lucky with the weather this year and had a fantastic day. The 
Year 7s in school took their tests and then had a creative afternoon of Drama and Art activities.  
The Year 8 students had CSI day based in Science where they had to use of a range of different 
experiments to try and find out who killed the missing Mr Hutton. Students explored blood splatter, 
hair and footprints and DNA to work out the answer. 

Human Rights Day took place for Year 9 which involved students exploring their thoughts, options and 
ideas on a wide range of issues that impact upon their lives. Sessions included discussions about Asylum, 
the death penalty, migration and LGBT issues. The day really helped students develop their knowledge 
about global issues and discuss what they think about them.

Fit for the Future was the Year 10 opportunity. Students learnt about how to keep themselves both 
physically and mentally “fit” and well in some sessions in the morning and then had the amazing 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

                                  
Day Three
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PORTSMOUTH COLLEGE WORKING WITH                                      

GCSE PE Students! It is always a highlight for every teacher to be able 
celebrate with our past students.  On Thursday 
15th November, we invited our ex-Year 11 students 
back for a celebration event.  All of the staff were 
there and Hamilton’s laid on a lovely spread.  There 
were pictures from throughout their journey at 
ALNS and we shared memories and looked to the 
future, talking about college life, apprenticeships and 
future plans.  The students were given their GCSE 
certificates and enjoyed looking at photos from 
their time at ALNS. 

We wish 
all our Year 12’s luck in the future and hope they keep in 
touch with us!

Written by: Miss Freathy 

 

YEAR TWELVE 

                  
Certificate Evening 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

                                  
Day Three opportunity to go out and take part in some 

physical activity either at GOALS or at 
Portsmouth College. It was a great day!

Year 11 went to Paris! The Paris trip is an 
amazing opportunity for students to undertake 
an international visit as part of their Personal 
Development. Students travelled over night to 
Paris and spent the day exploring the city before 
the ferry home again. Those that stayed in school 
had a day exploring texts in English in a new way.

The atmosphere around the school was fantastic, 
it always is on a Personal Development Day. Staff 
and students work together brilliantly to ensure 
that everyone gets the most out of these unique 
experiences.

Written by: Mrs Wisbey 
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The Drama department has been a busy place since September with a huge variety of things going on.

We started this school year with visits from the Guildhall Creative Roadshow for Year 9 who came and 
did a workshop with both Year 9 Acting groups about careers within the Creative industries and various 
pathways. These workshops funded by Portsmouth Guildhall are always informative and great fun, made 
even better because they are delivered by an ex-ALNS student – Ben Clabon.

Four of our students had the opportunity to work in a real TV studio recording monologues they had 
written as part of an on-going project with the charity Stonewall. We are really excited that these will 
be shared within our school at Awards Evening before being used as part of National Stonewall training.

The Drama ambassadors had the amazing opportunity to “teach the teacher” during Teach Portsmouth 
week. They ran part of workshop on using voice in teaching and took the lead which was just brilliant 
for both the teachers and students.

In KS3 lessons students have been working on how to build tension in their work and create a 
“spooky” atmosphere for Halloween. Year 7 have told stories about magical Haunted Houses, Year 8 

ADVENTURES IN DRAMA... 

    The year so far…

IET

    
 Faraday Challenge

Year 8 students had the opportunity to take part in this year’s IET Faraday 
Challenge. The IET is one of the world’s leading professional societies for 
the engineering and technology community.

The Faraday Challenge Days give students across the UK the opportunity 
to research, design and create solutions to genuinely tough engineering 
problems. This year’s challenge was based on the James Webb space 
telescope, a powerful high resolution telescope being developed by NASA, 
the European Space Agency and the Canadian Space Agency.

After an introduction by Phil Hart from the IET, the six teams were 
challenged with designing and making a piece of equipment to support the 
James Webb team. The teams had to think carefully about what resources 
were needed as they only had a limited amount of ‘Faraday Money’ to spend 
on their equipment. Students could ‘purchase’ a range of resources including 
motors, lights, sensors, wheels and connections.

Throughout the challenge they were being judged on a range of criteria 
including design, use of resources, 
teamwork and presentation.

The six teams created prototypes 
of their products which ranged 
from vehicles for transporting 
parts of the telescope to energy 
efficient pressure pad lighting. 
Team 3 won with the best over 
design, teamwork and product (Congratulations to Amelia, 
Reggie, Maxi, Ebony and Sachin).
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have actually created Haunted Houses and taken the 
class on tour through their houses. Some of the work 
created was fantastic and genuinely spooky.

Year 9 have worked with students from the Portsmouth 
University to explore melodrama and storytelling to 
create work, it is always great to have students who 
are training work with our young people. This year 
they were overwhelmed with how talented the Year 9 
students are!
Year 10 had a visit from Portsmouth college for a 
workshop which then led to a fantastic afternoon at 
the college watching a dress rehearsal for their 2nd 
Year BTEC production of “The Wonderful World of 
Dissocia” which was a challenging play all about mental 
health issues, it was a really valuable experience for our 
students to see some great live theatre performed by 
some very talented young people at the college.

Year 11 had a whole PD Day in BTEC Acting where they 
have started to explore their Unit 2 performance piece. 
They will be performing a powerful piece of “real-life” 
theatre called “I love you Mum; I promise I won’t die.” 
Watching the performance really challenged the group as 
it is very powerful and hard-hitting. I am looking forward 
to developing their performance of the piece with them 
in lessons.

Just before October half term our students were also 
invited to perform on stage at the Kings Theatre in 
Southsea with ‘The Wall of Floyd’ a fantastic Pink Floyd 
tribute band. The students got a real taste of live rock 
performance as they stood on stage singing ‘Another 
Brick in the Wall’ to over 600 members of the audience. 
What an experience! The band have invited us back to 
do it all again next year with even more students.

Extra-Curricular Drama is HUGE this year. There are 
over 40 students involved in this year’s production of 
FAME, over 30 students regularly attending KS3 Drama 
Club, there are now 30 Drama ambassadors and over 
40 involved in Rock Challenge plus the Music and Dance 
clubs that are running. Look out for the performances 
from these amazing students coming VERY SOON!

Still to come this term from the department are 
performance at Awards Evening which will include the 
first showing of the Stonewall performances and an 
extract from FAME, a Performing Arts PD Day for Year 8, 
a very exciting reward trip to see Peter Pan at the New 
Theatre Royal and of course our Christmas Performing 
Arts Festival with a panto from the KS3 Drama Club 
along with lots of other exciting performances.

What a great start to this year.
Written by: Mrs Wisbey

ADVENTURES IN DRAMA... 

    The year so far…



BROADSIDE

    
           Residential

Early in November, Broadside 
students took part in an 
overnight residential at Fort 
Purbrook, having chosen a busy 
programme of team-building 
activities.

Arriving mid-morning, we met 
our guides and settled in to our 
accommodation.  It took a while 
for the girls to unpack their 
umpteen outfits but eventually 
we had our site tour and then 
went to our first activity, which 
was archery.  Most of us had 
never tried it before but once 
we got going, we were actually 
quite good.  Mr Fenner was 
brilliant – we think he had been 
secretly practising!

After a quick break, we went 
on to the assault course.  It 
started to rain which made it a 
bit slippery but we carried on 
and helped each other through 
it.  The water rope swing at the 
end was fun, some of us did the 

swing and missed the freezing 
cold water, some of us ended up 
soaking wet!

Thankfully, our next activity, 
Problem solving, was in the 
classroom so we were warm 
and dry.  After dinner (which 
was banging!) we went out 
in to the grounds of the fort 
and experienced some bush 
craft activities.  We practised 
lighting a fire and toasted 
some marshmallows that were 
delicious!

During the evening we learnt 
that Mr Fenner is a pool shark 
and that Mrs Adams doesn’t like 
salt in her tea!

After a lovely full English 
breakfast and some un-salted 
tea, we went off to our most 
anticipated activity – rifle 
shooting.  We were all slightly 
apprehensive but after some 
clear instructions, we were off 

to a good start.  Once again, Mr 
Fenner impressed as all with his 
shooting skills!

Our team building skills were 
pushed to the limit during the 
string trail activity.  Guiding each 
other through the fort tunnels, 
in the dark whilst we were blind 
folded was an endurance task 
on its own.  Staff making ghosts 
noises didn’t help us feel any 
more comfortable!

We’d saved our best activity 
until the last – laser tag! We 
were so competitive and it’s the 
only time the time we spent on 
our games consoles has paid off! 
Outside, hiding behind crates, 
trees and in bushes trying to 
sniper each other was so much 
fun!

We will 100% be going back 
next year!

Written by: Mrs Adams7

This year ALNS has one of the most active 
School Councils we have ever had. With the 
new House System fully and running we now 
have 44 student reps in attendance which means 
the whole student body is being represented.

The School Council is led by the Deputy Head 
Boy and Head Girl; George and Adora who 
are doing a fantastic job of leading the students 
and moving each discussion forwards. Our 
School Council has 3 sub- groups each lead by a 
Senior Prefect. These groups are Extra-Curricular, 
Student Leadership and Social Responsibility, the 
groups are all planning different things and moving 
the school forwards.

So far this year the School Council has discussed 
the new House System, had a question the 
Headteacher session, talked about Student 
Leadership and what they want to see in 

the future. The most recent meeting saw a 
consultation about school uniform and the 
planned opportunity for another referendum.

It is so inspiring to watch our students lead the 
School Council and to hear the ideas that our 
young people have about our school. More details 
about the opportunities to review our school 
uniform will come soon!

Written by: Mrs Wisbey

13

SCHOOL

            
Council 
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SCHOOL

            
Council 

On Thursday 11th October, with only 1 week to go before the arrival of the half term, a group of 
Year 11 students made their voyage out of the country and to the beautiful city of Paris. 

With the Reward Trip to the city being a tradition within the school, the coaches taking the 
students were filled to the brim with excitement and anticipation. Students and teachers alike 
were excited to adventure through the busy city, with the opportunities of seeing what life 
was like outside of the school. 

While the journey there was long and tiring, the students were thrilled to experience cultures 
and see the different landmarks that have made 
the city so notorious for its tourists. 

Students had the chance to take pictures 
outside the Eiffel Tower, while still exploring 
other famous buildings such as the Sacré-
Cœur and the many stalls surrounding it. The 
sights could be seen as something out of a 
fairytale, with the sun shining down on what 
seemed to be the perfect day. 

The students also got a chance to try 
some famous French cuisine, with some 
opting to be brave with their choices 
and trying foods like Frog Legs and 
Snails!

With both students and teachers being too tired to walk, the trip back 
to Caen was long and far. Even with our legs sore and are eyes tired, the 
students (including myself) had many laughs and made memories that will 
never be forgotten. 

On behalf of the Year 11 students, I would like to thank all the staff helped 
out on the trip, making it possible for all of us to have a fantastic day 
together before our GCSEs.

Written by Emma (Year 11 student and Latitude editor)

YEAR 11

           
Paris Trip
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In September ALNS once again took part in The 
World’ Largest Lesson.

The World’s largest Lesson runs for a week every 
September and focuses on the Global Goals 
for Sustainable Development which is looking 
to make real change in the world by 2030 in a 
number of key areas including equal rights, gender 
equality, education, poverty, good health and 
sustainable communities. At ALNS we believe it 
is really important to educate our young people 
about being Global Citizens and inspiring them to 
go out into the world and make change happen.

During this week students experienced a range 
of the goals in all of their lessons. In Music they 
wrote songs, in Drama they explored gender 
equality and in Geography they learnt about why 
the goals are so very important in sustaining our 
world.

The World’s largest lesson week is a great way 
to reflect on what we are doing as a school to 
make these changes happen. To learn more about 
the Global Goals and see how you can make a 
difference have a look at 
www.worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org

Written by: Mrs Wisbey
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WORLD’S

             
Largest Lesson

At the start of this month 50 of our year 7 and 8 students 
had the opportunity to discover sailing at the Portsmouth 
Watersports Centre. It was an afternoon of learning how 
to sail and having the chance to take their own boats out 
and challenge themselves to some outdoor adventure! Our 
students learnt how to steer the boats, avoid the sail as 
they changed direction and some students even leant how 
to deal with their boat capsizing! After the sailing we spoke 
about the importance of safety by the water with the help 
of the RNLI water safety team. It was great to see so many 
of our students trying sailing for the first time and having 
so much fun in the water. We look forward to working 
with the Watersports Centre again in the near future. 
Congratulations to the year 7 & 8 students we took on 
the second trip because as they were so good they ended 
up being the stars of a promotional video for the discover 
sailing project!

Written by: Miss Cooper 

YEAR 7 & 8

    Discover Sailing
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WORLD’S

             
Largest Lesson

Thursday 1st November saw our fourth Personal 
Development Day of the year and it was another fantastic 
day for everyone.

Year 7 took part in STEM day. They had a number of 
challenges to complete which included building bridges out 
of spaghetti, creating a marble run, building cardboard and 
chemical powered boats and balloon cars. The students all 
rose to the challenges and made some fabulous inventions.  

The Year 8 students took part in “Your Future” Day 
which was a day exploring different careers and different 
options. This day is really important for this year group as 
it started them on their journey towards choosing their 
options next term. 

Get Lost in 
Books was the 
day for Year 
9 students. 
They worked 
with English 
University 
students 
throughout the day to create their own children’s book. 
They start with an idea and a story and by the end of the 
day the aim to have created the whole book. As always there 
were some lovely ideas and beautiful books by the end of 
the day.

Ethics and Tolerance was the Year 10 day. During this day 
the students had the opportunity to once again explore the 
issues that affect our community and beyond. They met the 
Imam as they explored Muslim beliefs, learnt about Disability 
and Hate Crime, met representatives from Stonewall and 
explore Global Citizenship. This day is really important as it 
makes our students think about their own beliefs and where 
they come from.

Year 11 had the opportunity to work in their second 
option choice day of the year once again allowing them to 
explore subjects in depth and develop knowledge, skills and 
understanding in their chosen subjects.

Personal Development Day four was brilliant. A huge thanks 
to all the staff who delivered the day and for the students 
positive participation. 

Written by: Mrs Wisbey 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

                                    
Day Four

YEAR 7 & 8

    Discover Sailing
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Our U16 girls Football team have taken on the other local 
schools in the Portsmouth area tournament and come out on 
top!  They played some brilliant Football finishing up against 
Priory school in the final.  After an early goal from Arsha, 
Priory pulled a goal back to take the game to a draw. This 
meant the opportunity to be Portsmouth area champions 
went down to a penalty shoot-out.  Our girls certainly did not 
get overwhelmed by the pressure of the situation and at 4-4, 
Priory missed their 5th penalty to allow Tia to step forward 
and score, meaning ALNS became the area champions winning 
5-4 on penalties.  Huge congratulations to this girls’ team, a 
very well deserved win and the top team in this age group in 
Portsmouth is something to be very proud of!  

Written by: Miss Cooper 

PORTSMOUTH

                   
Champions

This afternoon the Year 7 Cookery Club were 
skilfully led by our newly appointed Design 
Ambassadors from Year 10. They spent the 
afternoon 
session making 
Christmas 
food favourites 
under the 
watchful eye of 
Mrs Martin.

Again, this is 
a wonderful 
example of how 
our Student 
Ambassadors 
are developing 
their leadership 
skills and love 
of learning in 
the classroom, 
passing on their 
enthusiasm to 
younger year 
groups.

Written by: Mrs Wise 
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DESIGN AMBASSADORS 

Become the 

           Teachers
As a school we are working hard to educate 
the students on the impact of bullying and how 
everyone plays a part in putting a stop to it. This 
year we focused on two slogans: ‘STOP, SPEAK, 
SUPPORT’ and #ChooseRespect. Miss Freathy and 
Miss Nicholas have been working with prefects and 
the Anti Bullying club to come up with activities that 
involve everyone. 

Firstly, every student was asked to put a penny into 
their houses tubes to ‘pledge not to bully’. Secondly 
each tutor was set the task of creating a video 
showing that they are standing up to bullying. This 
was made as a House competition and the entries 
have been amazing! The support has been fantastic 
but this does not stop here. We want this to be an 
entire year focus- with a range of different activities 
to engage and educate.  The Anti Bullying club runs 
each week B Wednesday in Music 1 where we are 

continuing to 
work on ideas 
and break down 
the taboos of 
being bullied.
 
We would 
like to thank 

everyone for their support. Keep your eyes peeled 
for the ‘ALNS Stand Up to Bullying Video’ Together 
we can put a stop to bullying! 

Written by: Miss Nicholas 

ANTI-BULLYING

                     
Week



A tale of murder, revenge and 
betrayal was on show for 20 
Year 11s last week, when they 
travelled to London to see 
Christopher Eccleston (Dr 
Who) star as Macbeth at the 
Barbican Theatre, London. The 
drive there was frantic as we 
were driving through rush hour, 
black Friday traffic, and we were 
unsure if we were going to get 

there in time. However, with ten 
minutes to spare we sat in the 
gallery ready to see the creative 
and unique interpretation of 
the play we have been studying. 
This performance allowed us 
to gain a great understanding 
of the famous story. The porter, 
who does not play a significant 
part in the play, was situated 
to the side of the stage and 

showed the audience the deaths 
occurring on a chalkboard 
in a tally. Furthermore, the 
three witches in the Royal 
Shakespeare Company’s tragedy 
are three young girls dressed in 
red, and this was very intriguing 
and original. Overall we found 
this an enjoyable and interesting 
experience.
Written by: Danni (Year 11) 

MACBETH

             
Performance

DATES FOR YOUR

                         Diary
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Monday 7th January  All students return to school 
Wednesday 16th January   Local Governing Body Meeting 
Thursday 17th January   Year 8 Parents’ Evening
Friday 18th January   Friends of ALNS Quiz night 
Thursday 31st January   Year 8 Curriculum Evening & Careers Fair 
Monday 4th February   Year 9 MenACWY vaccinations 
Tuesday 5th February   Year 9 MenACWY vaccinations 
Thursday 7th February   Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday 12th February   Non School Uniform Day 
Wednesday 13th February   Local Governing Body Meeting 
Friday 15th February   PD Day 6 
Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February Half Term 
Monday 25th February  All students return to school 
Monday 25th February   Friday 8th March – Year 11 Mock Exams 
Monday 25th February  Rock Challenge (Provisional) 
Thursday 8th March  Mentoring Day 
Thursday 7th March  Non School Uniform Day 
Tuesday 12th March   PD Day 7 & Food Technical Award Practical Exams 
Wednesday 13th March   Food Technical Award Practical Exams 
Wednesday 13th March   Soundsational 
Thursday 14th March   Food Technical Award Practical Exams 
Friday 15th March    Friends of ALNS Quiz Night 
Wednesday 20th March   Local Governing Body Meeting 
Friday 22nd March    Friends of ALNS Student Quiz Night/Bingo 
Wednesday 27th March  PD Day 8 (Winter Sports Day) 
Thursday 28th March   Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Friday 29th March    Friends of ALNS Student Disco 
Friday 5th April    Last Day of Term 



ALNS BTEC Music classes in Years 9, 
10 and 11 have had an exciting day 
working with Portsmouth College’s 
‘Studio 101’ to record, compose and be 
creative with music this term.   After the 
success of last year’s NCOP recording 
project, Portsmouth College together 
with Southern Universities Alliance 
secured funding to start a new project 
called ‘Studio 101’, using a professional, 
portable recording studio to work with 
schools and groups in the city, giving 
opportunities for young people to 
record and work with outstanding equipment and expertise. 

Year 11 students worked with Year 13 BTEC Music Technology students to produce four outstanding 
recordings for their CD projects.   The Year 11’s were very professional, both in their performance and 
in learning the recording techniques needed to capture each other’s’ performances.  Boe Weaver, Ryan 
Warren and Harrison White controlled a whole recording independently by the end of the session and 
the two bands demonstrated fantastic team work throughout.

Year 9 students enjoyed a class on creative industry, exploring composition within the music industry.  
They were set a challenge to compose to a brief, using a single word as inspiration for their song or 
soundtrack.  All of the groups performed confidently and there were some great textures, motifs and 
chord progressions produced.  They enjoyed working with the college students and hearing about their 
course and career aspirations.  By the end of the lesson, all of the students were aware of some different 

opportunities for further study and career within creative industries.  

Year 10 BTEC students were already experienced at working 
within the portable recording studio and quickly settled into the 
huge challenge of recording their class performance of ‘Don’t Stop 
Believing’.  They also tried out a range of solos and small ensembles, 
practising their recording skills and gaining experience of different 
techniques and scenarios.   The quality of work produced was 
excellent and the students were extremely pleased with their results. 

A huge thank you to Chris Wood and Portsmouth College Music 
Department for their continued support and for giving our students 
these outstanding experiences.    

Written by: Miss Hudson 

PORTSMOUTH COLLEGE’S 

                                   
‘Studio 101’

MISS SCHOOL MISS OUT 

                 Campaign
ALNS is supporting the new Portsmouth City Council 
‘Miss School Miss Out’ campaign.  Learn more here: 
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/ext/schools/school-
attendance


