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CELEBRATING

Last Half Term
Welcome to an action-packed edition of  our school magazine, Latitude. As 

we reach the end of  the Summer term, it is a delight for me to see so many 

of  the wonderful events and achievements that have happened at our 

school captured so brilliantly by our growing team of  Latitude Editors, ably 

led by Mrs Wise & Miss Jeal.

This has been another spectacular year for our school! I was thrilled that 

we were shortlisted for 2 TES Awards, Creative School of  the Year and 

International School of  the Year in recognition of  the our long-standing commitment to delivering an 

outstanding Personal Development Curriculum, focused on supporting all of  our students to become 

confident individuals and responsible citizens. Our continued focus on creativity across all subjects is 

paramount in our drive to ensure that every student is empowered with the skills and self-belief  that 

they can to find solutions to any problem that life presents to them, either as individuals or by working 

together as citizens in a global society. 

These awards are the Teaching equivalent of  the ‘Oscars’, so it was a tremendous accolade for our 

school to win the TES Award for Creative School of  the Year! My thanks to Mrs Wisbey for the fantastic 

leadership work that she does in forging strong partnership with 

so many local, national and international organisations to provide 

our students with such an exciting range of  opportunities to 

develop and explore their creativity; it is her dedication and 

drive that have led to so much of  the national recognition we 

have received for all of  the excellent work that our students, 

staff and parents do every day at Admiral Lord Nelson School!

I could not be prouder of  the our school community – 

wonderful students, staff, parents, volunteers who are the 

embodiment of  our motto -  Dare to Dream, Aim to Achieve!

I thank you for the privilege of  being your Headteacher - it is an absolute joy!

               

                                                                                                  Nys Hardingham, Headteacher
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#LookingBeyond      Admiral Lord Nelson School is the
Creative School of the Year!
We are thrilled to inform you 
that our school has won the 
‘Teaching Oscars’, the TES 
Schools Awards!
Every UK state school is eligible 
to enter the TES awards and 
there were thousands of  
applications from primary, 
secondary and special schools 
in England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. We were 
delighted just to make the 
shortlist in 2 of  the 10 categories 
that ALNS was eligible to enter!

On Friday 21st June 2019, the 
Senior Leaders and Governors 
represented our school at 
the Awards Ceremony had 
between them over 160 years 
of  dedicated service to Admiral 
Lord Nelson School. It was a 
fitting tribute to all of  their hard 
work that they were all there 
together at The Grosvenor 
House Hotel in Mayfair with over 
1200 other invited guests to see 
Admiral Lord Nelson School 
announced as the winner in the 
category for ‘Creative School of  
the Year 2019’.

This is the press release that the 
TES Schools Awards released 
explaining why they were so 
impressed with our school:
Admiral Lord Nelson School has 

taken Creative school of the year at 
the prestigious TES Schools Awards 
2019. The awards, celebrating their 
eleventh year, recognise outstanding 
contributions made by education 
teams and individuals to help 
students around the country to 
succeed, both inside and outside the 
classroom.

Admiral Lord Nelson School is the 
first in the country to win a double 
platinum Artsmark award from Arts 
Council England in recognition of its 
excellence in cultural education.

The secondary school, which has 
about 1,000 pupils, cites one of its 
ongoing challenges as raising the 
cultural capital of young people in 
its home city of Portsmouth and 
has worked hard to develop its role 
as an ambassador for the arts in 
the city while also expanding pupils’ 
experiences with professional artists.

Judges noted how arts and 
performing arts at Admiral Lord 
Nelson are connected to the school’s 
moral vision around rights for 
children: it has been 
given a Rights Respecting Gold 
award from UNICEF, and works 
with refugees and the Red Cross in 
Portsmouth.

Plans are now in place across the 
city to develop a performance/

drama project incorporating the 
Rights Respecting aspect of Admiral 
Lord Nelson’s work and the theme 
of “diversity”.

The judges were impressed by the 
school’s “long-standing commitment 
to embedding creativity through the 
curriculum”.

They added: “Admiral Lord Nelson 
is determined to keep the creative 
arts and creativity right at the heart 
of its curriculum, and not just in 
those traditionally creative areas. 
It actively demonstrates ways of 
delivering more traditional subjects 
– the less obviously creative subjects 
– in creative ways. It is clear that 
they think about this all the time.”

This is a wonderful 
acknowledgement of  the 
tremendous work that staff and 
students do here at ALNS, ably 
supported by their parents and 
families. I am so incredibly proud 
of  us all, living up to our school 
motto, ‘Dare to Dream, Aim to 
Achieve!’  My thanks to you all 
for being such an amazing school 
to lead!

Mrs Hardingham

As a school we are so proud of  
getting this award. It is due to 
the hard work of  our wonderful 
staff and the passion that our 
young people have for the Arts. 
A huge thank you to all of  staff, 
students and of  course parents 
who always support our events.

Mrs Wisbey
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#LookingBeyond      Future Building Work at ALNS
I would like to update you about a number of  
pieces of  good news!

Firstly, we have been successful in our bid for a 
capital grant from the government to repair all 
of  the flat roofing in the school. We have been 
allocated approximately £850 000 to complete 
these repair works which will take place between 
June and November this year. This work will 
remedy all of  our damp problems in the Drama 
Studio and ensure that we have no further water 
leaks in the Dance Studio, Sports Hall and the Main 
Hall.

The £4.6million building works to support the 
expansion of  the school are also planned to start 
during the summer holidays and will continue 
throughout the next academic year. I will write 
to you with further details as soon as I have 
information regarding how both of  these major 
building projects will affect the daily operation of  
the school site, but please be prepared for changes 
to our usual routines later this term.

As a result of  continued water damage to the Main 
Hall wooden sprung floor, we have been able to 
use our school insurance to fund the complete 
replacement of  the floor in the Main Hall at a cost 
of  around £50,000. This work was completed 
during the Easter holiday and we now have a 
beautiful wooden sprung floor to better support 
our students during their indoor PE lessons. The 
Main Hall is also available for hire and is well used 
by many community groups for private functions 
and regular weekly hiring, for example by a 
theatre school, karate and table tennis 
clubs.

We have also been delegated funds by Portsmouth 
City Council (as part of  the £4.6million expansion 
building plan) to replace all of  the student toilets in 
the school and will be spending around £170,000 
during 2019 undertaking these works. This has 
been a priority for our students for many years and 
I am absolutely delighted to finally be in a position 
to make this important improvement to our school 
for our students.

Additionally, the school received some extra 
capital funding as a result of  the Chancellor’s 
announcement earlier this year in his budget 
statement that there would be additional money 
for schools for ‘little extras’. Our Trust has chosen 
to delegate all of  these funds to the school and the 
Governors have decided to spend the £50,000 on 
refurbishing the staff toilets, which have also not 
been upgraded since the school was built in 1997.

Please be assured that delivering the best possible 
education for your child is our top priority and we 
will manage the impact of  all building work so that 
any disruption is kept to an absolute minimum.

Written by: 
Mrs Hardingham 
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#LookingBeyond      An Inspiring, Inclusive School
On Thursday 9th May, we were 
delighted to have Nadhim Zahawi, 
Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of  State at the Department for 
Education visit Admiral Lord Nelson 
School. The minister chose to visit 
our school to learn more about our 
inclusive ethos and especially keen 
to see how we support students 
with a Special Educational Need 
or Disability (SEND). He was so 
impressed with all of  the students 
and staff that he met and thoroughly 
enjoyed being in their lessons, 
talking to them about their learning 
and their opinions on what makes 
excellent education in schools.

I was incredibly proud to showcase 
our school to the minister and to our 

local Portsmouth Leaders of  Education, 
including Suzy Horton, Cabinet Member 
for Education. Both Nadhim Zahawi and 
Suzy Horton used the word ‘inspiring’ on 
Twitter to describe our staff and students 
here at Admiral Lord Nelson School …. a 
thoroughly deserved national recognition 
for their hard work here every day!

Written by: Mrs Hardingham 
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#LookingBeyond      Portsmouth University and Portsmouth 
Football Club visit ALNS 

#LookingBeyond      Cambridge University Graduate 
Visits ALNS!
We welcomed Charlotte Parslow to 
ALNS on Friday 29th March. Charlotte is a 
Cambridge University graduate.  She spoke 
about universities in general and the great 
life chances they offer. She gave an insight 
to some of  our students in Years 9, 10 and 
11 about life at King’s College, Cambridge, 
in all aspects: the academic and the fun side! 
It was fascinating to learn about the idea of  
‘supervision’ and the collegiate approach 
of  the colleges.  Our students asked 
some excellent questions to develop their 
understanding. All in all, an interesting ‘food 
for thought’ opportunity. 

Written by: Ms Barnes 

On Tuesday 19th March, Year 10 
PE students had the opportunity to 
take part in a motivational session 
with Portsmouth University and 
Portsmouth Football Club. Mark 
Caitlan (Chief  Executive), Anna 
Mitchell (Commercial Directo) and 
Christian Burgess shared their tips for 
overcoming challenges, ‘to believe in 
yourself ’ and to prepare and plan for 

the future. Christian shared his experiences of  
University and achieving a degree in History 
and how he is still developing his qualifications.  
Jodie and Emilie from the University led the 
session; this was followed by Q & As and with 
photo opportunities with Christian.

Written by: Mrs Etherington
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#LookingBeyond      Cambridge University Graduate 
Visits ALNS!

#LookingBeyond       Portsmouth University Simulation  
On Friday 8th March, two professors from Portsmouth University came into ALNS to have a negotiating 
simulation between Geography students in Year 10. Each student was assigned a role of  either a 
counsellor or an area. Everyone had certain priorities that they wanted to achieve. This made some 
people work together while others worked apart. The counsellors took the role of  a panel and they 
judged the area representatives on their pitch about why we should choose their area over the others. 
Each one took different ideas and qualities to the table but only four could be shortlisted. Everyone then 
found out about what the professors did at the university and where university could take you. 

Written by: Tristian (Year 10)

#LookingBeyond         David Dein Speaks to Year 11 Students! 
On Friday 22nd March ALNS welcomed David Dein from the Speakers in Schools Programme to ALNS 
to speak to Year 11 students. David joined the Arsenal Board in 1983 and was made Vice-Chairman in 
the same year.  He also rose to Vice-Chairman of  the Football Association and has served on numerous 
UEFA and FIFA Committees.  David was an early proponent of  women’s football having been President 
of  the hugely successful Arsenal Ladies Team. Last year the Daily Mail published a list of  the 50 most 
influential people in the history of  the Premier League and David was in the top ten with people like Sir 
Alex Ferguson.  David was awarded an MBE by the Queen in the New Year’s Honours in recognition of  
his achievements.

He spoke to Year 11 about his football career and how important it is to be both determined and resilient 
in achieving your ambitions. He talked about the finances in football and the millions of  pounds involved 
within the industry. He was inspirational in his delivery and the queue of  students waiting to have their 
photo taken with him at the end of  the presentation was testament to the powerful message 
    from his speech: “Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but 
    anyone can start today and make a new ending.”

Written by: Mrs Wisbey 
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#LookingBeyond     School of Sanctuary 
On Wednesday 19th June 
ALNS Drama students 
were invited to perform 
at the Portsmouth 
Guildhall as part of  
Portsmouth’s launch 
to become a City of  
Sanctuary. Our students 
created a piece of  Drama 
using three true stories 
from Syrian refuges and 
their journeys. They 
performed to an invited 
audience of  over 100 
supporters of  the bid. 
The piece was simple but 
extremely powerful and 
had a real impact on the 
audience as they were 
performing to people 
who had undergone 
this journey themselves. 
The feedback from the 
audience was overwhelming for the students.

During the afternoon we were also told that 
Admiral Lord Nelson will become the first School 
of  Sanctuary in Portsmouth due to our inclusive 
nature and welcoming ethos, our students 
understanding of  global issues and our passion for 
sharing our practice. We will officially be a School 
of  Sanctuary from September.

Written by: Mrs Wisbey 



88

#StudentsTakeTheLead       English
Sienna and Jefrina took the lead in 
their English lesson, taking their class 
through the impact of  using modal 
verbs. 

They did a brilliant job!

Written by: Mrs Wise 

#StudentsTakeTheLead       History
Once again in the History 
Department students have been 
taking the lead in teaching. Tom and 
Owen (Year 8) delivered a lesson 
to 8E4 recently on the Battle of  
Britain. Tom and Owen shared their 
extensive knowledge about aircraft 
during the battle and helped students 
with the tasks. 

Written by: Ms H Barnes 
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#StudentsTakeTheLead       The Solar System Project 
As part of  the Space project we had to make a 3D model of  our solar system with information about 
each of  the planets and our Sun. We had the option to make a non-3D presentation, but I wanted to 
make a model using my 3D printer. I designed the model on the computer myself.

Written by: Amelie (Year 7) 
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#StudentsTakeTheLead       Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards  
This year we had a record number of  year 10 students attempting to complete the DofE Bronze Award: 
over a quarter of  the year group signed up after completing the DofE PD day. An incredible amount! 
During the course of  year 10, they attended training sessions after school on Tuesdays which built up 
the skills they would need in order to independently complete the qualifying expedition in June, such as: 
map & compass skills, cooking, first aid and camp craft. At the same time, each student was completing 
activities to accomplish the skill, physical and volunteering requirements of  the award.
In May, we went to the South Downs to complete our practice expedition, where all of  the students 
had their first opportunity to put what they had learned into practice whilst still under the guidance of  a 
member of  staff. They set off from Denmead with the aim of  reaching our campsite 15km away using 
only a map and compass to guide them. Everyone successfully completed this test and were rewarded 
by some rain and a freezing night’s sleep! The final day of  the practice expedition went smoothly, and 
the students went home with a clear idea of  what they would be expected to do for their qualifying 
expedition along with some aches and pains! 

June 8th came fast, and the students all gathered at the car park in Catherington with a promise from the 
weather man that there would be no rain. Not only was the weather man wrong, he wasn’t even close! It 
rained very heavily for most of  the Saturday walk, disintegrating maps and soaking everyone. Thankfully, 
after the groups got to camp, the rain lightened up a little, before finally stopping around 7pm and treating 
us all to an amazing rainbow. At the campsite, one of  the assessors commented that he could not find 
fault with any of  the 46 students completing the expedition, and that they were “as close to perfect as 
you could ask for”, which was a real testament to how well the year 10s were all doing! 
Spirits had lifted when the rain left us, and a bonfire with marshmallows certainly helped with this. Some 
students even started playing nerf  ball after cooking their dinner with a huge boys vs girls battle, from 
which the girls would eventually come out on top of! We had a camp meeting before getting into tents 
for the night where we discussed how well we had all done and set a target for leaving at 8am the next 
day, something which we had never achieved in the history of  DofE at ALNS!

Morning came, after another cold night, and the students were all up 
by 6:30am, and showed great teamwork in simultaneously cooking 
breakfast and packing away their equipment. By 7:30am, most groups 
were already completely packed away and ready to go; a massive 
improvement on their 10am timing for their practice expedition! 

Everyone had left camp by 8:15am and were on their way back to 
Catherington where they hoped to be told that they had passed the 
expedition. The weather was much, much kinder to us on Sunday, and 
we enjoyed some refreshing periods of  sunshine to go with the stunning 
views surrounding the South Downs. Everyone was making excellent 
pace, spurred on by the thought of  getting back and finishing the award. 
By 3pm all groups had made it to the finish where they were cheered 
on by staff, parents and carers and greeted by the welcoming news 
that they had passed their expedition with flying colours to close off a 
tremendously successful expedition.

The Year 10 students have been phenomenal this year and have really 
demonstrated their potential every step of  the way. I would like to thank the 12 members of  staff who 
gave up 2 weekends to volunteer at the student’s expeditions as well as numerous evenings to undergo 
training, whilst being extremely helpful and positive throughout!

Written by: Mr Sharp  
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#StudentsTakeTheLead       Photography Competition 
For the last 3 months students from 
all year groups have been invited 
to upload photographs based on 3 
themes (Landscapes, Architecture and 
Environment).  Each month 3 photos 
have been selected for each category 
by Ruby in Year 10. There have been 
hundreds of  photographs entered and 
all have been of  extremely an high 
quality; so selecting the winners was a 
difficult task for Ruby. 

Before the end of  the year, students will 
now vote of  their favourite photograph 
from the winners and few photographs 
selected by Miss Cherry awarded for 
great quality. Overall, all students in 
school can vote for winner from 32 final 
photographs.

Well done to all students who have 
entered the competition as the quality 
has been amazing and Ruby looks 
forward to running the competition 
starting again in October.

Written by: Miss Cherry

11
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments        Personal Development Day 7
The seventh Personal Development Day of  the year took place on Tuesday 12th March and it was 
another great day for everyone with yet more visitors into 
school this time for the Year 10 Preparation for Work Day.

Year 7 had a day focused on “The Magic of  Books”. The day 
celebrated everything that is wonderful about books and 
reading.  Students had the opportunity to develop games 
and stories based around various books including Watership 
Down. They explored different characters and story structures 
including myths and tales and animal kingdoms. They also had 
the opportunity to watch highly quality film versions of  the 
stories they had been exploring. 

The Year 8 students 
did All Sorts Day within design. This was an amazing day where 
students got to create several different pieces of  art work using 
styles and techniques all based around All Sorts; the liquorice 
ones! The results of  the work are now displayed all around the 
school ranging from paintings to huge 3D models.

It was “Asia Day” for Year 9 students exploring the world’s 
largest continent. During the day students got to experience 
Music, Design, Dance and even creating their own Manga 
Avatars. Asia Day is an important part of  our international 
work ensuring that students are developing their understanding 
of  other cultures and learning about the wider world as global 
citizens.

Year 10 had the opportunity 
to prepare for work. This, day 
helps students prepare for their 
forthcoming work experience. 
They all had interviews with real 
people working in business and we 
are very grateful to everyone who 
came in to volunteer to interview 
students. They learnt about 

presentation skills, how to write a CV and should now feel ready to enter 
the world of  work in July.

Year 11 had a Humanities Day which allowed them to really 
explore the subjects and do some deeper learning within the core 
areas of  the curriculum. These days are a real opportunity for 
students to revisit knowledge, skills and understanding and embed 
their learning in preparation for the forthcoming exams.

Personal Development Day seven was full of  diverse 
opportunities for our students and opportunities to work in 
different and exciting ways. As always thank you to all the staff 
who delivered the day and for the students’ positive participation.

Written by: Mrs Wisbey 
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments        Admiral Lord 
Nelson School 
at Soundsational 
On Wednesday 13th March the cast from this 
year’s production of  FAME performed live on 
stage at the Guildhall Portsmouth as part of  
Soundsational, which is a celebration of  music and 
performance in secondary schools in Portsmouth.

The 40 strong cast were excited to perform part of  
the show for the first time in front of  an audience. 
They had a short rehearsal before being the 
first school to perform. They were fabulous and 
enjoyed every minute.

Written by: Mrs Wisbey 
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments        FAME!
At the beginning of  April ALNS 
presented our version of  FAME 
for three nights in the Drama 
Studio. Students and staff had 
worked on the show for months 
and we were exceptionally proud 
of the performances.

The show tells the story of  
a group of students at Fame 
School. They are actors, singers 
and dancers all wanting to 
achieve their own “fame”. It was 
a really feel-good performance 
with lots of  singing and dancing 
and a powerful message:  “bring 
on tomorrow”.

The cast worked as a true 
ensemble using the challenge 
of  performing in the studio to 
their full advantage. The cast 
remained on stage at all-times 
which was a challenge as it meant 
an hour and a half  in character 
always performing. They did this 
brilliantly. Costumes were simple 
with all of  the students wearing 
red and gold Fame t-shirts which 
had a real impact on stage under 
the lights. The teachers wore 
different costumes so it was easy 
for the audience to identify those 
in charge.

We were really fortunate to use 
a professional sound company 
this year who made the show 
sound phenomenal. Soloists were 
fabulous and some real individuals 
stood out. One of the highlights 
of  the show was Laura’s (Year 9) 
solo as she sang a gospel number 
about eating, every night she 
raised the roof. Laurence (Year 9) 
demonstrated great performance 
technique and a fantastic range 
in his solos as did Jaimie (Year 
9) and Oliva (Year 9). Hannah 
(Year 10) and Emily (Year 9) also 
performed with confidence and 
skill every night. Sienna (Year 10) 
played her role with the skill of  a 
west-end performer and it was 
impossible not to be drawn into 
her performance. 

This year we also had the 
wonderful Megan (Year 9) in the 
production and she shone every 
night! When she performed 
all eyes were on her as she 
embraced the challenge of  live 
performance and was joyful in 
her love of  being on stage.

The whole show was a treat 
for the senses, leaving the 
audience wanting to “live 
forever” with its catchy songs, 
dynamic performances and pure 
energy on stage every night. 
Congratulations to all of  the cast 
and crew involved in this hugely 
successful production.

The students said:
We were delighted to be able to 
perform in this amazing musical. 
Even though it was hard work 
we kept our heads held high and 
couldn’t wait to bring on tomorrow! 
The cast was very supportive and 
energetic and the script was true to 
the story of Fame and they chose 
the roles for the characters wisely. 
The teachers were all patient and 
they did a fantastic job at pulling 
the show off and we couldn’t have 
done it without them and all their 
hard work and effort.  Thank you 
so much Mrs Wisbey, Miss Rose, 
Mrs Nicholas, Miss Hudson and 
Mr Firth!

Written by: J Wisbey 
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments        Spring Concert
On the 23rd May the students of  ALNS (including our 
production team; Mia, Eloise and Billie) put together 
the spring concert which had 16 fantastic performances 
including original songs from Shanaya and Hannah-Lea. 
The evening consisted of  amazing musical talents like 
singing and playing instruments, such as piano, guitar 
and drums. It was a fantastic night and was a great 
experience for all who were present.

Written by: Sammi (Year 9)

#CapturingTheMemorableMoments        Macbeth Performance
Yesterday at 3.30pm, Year 11 students embraced the brilliant opportunity to experience Box Clever 
Theatre Company, as they delighted us with their performance of  Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. The 
fast-paced performance brought the play to life, twisting a modern spin on a classic. Through amazing 
stagecraft, our attention was drawn to the context and intention of  Shakespeare’s words. This 
interactive performance literally got us off our seats participating in key scenes and delivering lines in the 
performance itself  and the workshop that followed.  A brilliant time was had by all!

Written by Tasnia and Ethan.
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‘A key highlight that made us immensely proud was when 
three of our students stepped up to participate in the 
workshop. Inspired by the superb acting skills of the Box Clever 
professionals, Ethan, Ryan and Will took to the stage and 
delivered their lines with passion and commitment. Well done!’ 
Mrs Wise

‘Brilliant hints and tips 
to help us remember the 
quotes. Intention and 
context are key!’ Jess

‘weird and cool’ Ethan

‘passionate Macbeth’ 
Tasnia
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments        Poland 2019
Students in Years 10 and 11 visited Krakow in Poland between the 8th and 11th of  
April 2019. One pupil said it was ‘an unforgettable trip memorable for its history, 
learning and culture’. 

Everyone made it to school for an early departure. We had a good flight from 
Gatwick to John Paul II airport, just outside Krakow. On the afternoon of our arrival 
we went straight to the Wieliczka Salt Mines. We saw the most amazing statues and 
wall carvings that miners have created over the centuries. Most stunning was the 
vast chapel carved and decorated complete from salt. That evening we took a walk 
in to the beautiful old town square in Krakow.

We had a very early start the next day in order to get to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Every 
student learns about the Holocaust at some point in their History or RE lessons so 
this was going to be a very moving experience. From the famous gates to the rooms 
filled with victims’ belongings such as suitcases, glasses, shoes, pots and pans it was 
a stark reminder of  the millions of  personal tragedies. Perhaps the hardest part was 
seeing 2000kg of  human hair (from around 30,000 women). During our tour we 
visited the infamous Block 11 where fake trials, torture, punishments and executions 
took place. We also walked through the first gas chamber and crematorium, both 
of  which were still intact. Pupils felt a range of  emotions as they walked in silence. 
This was a truly moving experience. 

During our time in Krakow we went to the Oskar Schlinder factory. There we 
learned about the effect of  WW2 and Nazi occupation on the Polish people. Our 
visit also took in the Wawel Royal castle and palace overlooking the Vistula River. 

At the Galicia museum in a private conference room we met a Holocaust survivor, 
Rena Rach. The room was silent and through an interpreter, she told us the story 
of  how when she was a child she had been sent away from her parents for her own 
survival. It was such a unique experience to hear her memories.

Our final evening in Krakow was spent at the Morskie Oko restaurant in the centre. 
It was built in a traditional style of  a highlander’s wooden lodge. A tasty polish meal 
was accompanied by traditional dancers who soon got everyone up on the dance 
floor. You may have even seen it on Instagram live!

Our trip was packed with such new experiences which were very thought-
provoking, ones that will stay with us for a long time. Many thanks to Mrs Easson for 
the brilliant organisation. Thanks to all the other staff: Mrs Brown, Ms Barnes, Mr 
Fenner and Mr Sharp for being such great staff. To be fair the students were great 
too!

This quote sums it up: ‘Such a humbling experience, so glad I had the opportunity 
to go’ 

Follow @alnshistory on Instagram

Written by: Ms Barnes 
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments        Year 8 Challenge Club
On 29th March our Year 8 Challenge Club members and 
their mentees from Copnor Junior School experienced the 
wonders of  Science with Mr Wisby. They had a fun-filled 
educational afternoon of  explosives and light shows! 

This was the 4th session in a series of  collaborations 
between students at ALNS and Copnor Junior School. 

Written by: Ms Barnes

#CapturingTheMemorableMoments        You Speak
On Friday 10th May and Monday 13th May 20 
students took part in UNLOC You Speak training 
programme. You Speak is a chance for students 
to develop their communication skills and put 
them into action through debating and public 
speaking. The interactive course consists of  
both skills development through workshop-style 
learning and structured debating of  current and 
controversial topics.

The Year 8 and Year 9 students involved spent 
the two days learning about how a formal debate 
is run; they developed their own teamwork and 
communication skills before having a go at their 
first proper debates. Over the two days they 
debated the importance of  
school uniform, whether or not 
all religious holidays should be 
observed in schools and the use 
of  sarcasm within debating.

It was amazing to watch how 
the students developed their 
skills and confidence over the 
two days, resulting in some 
really powerful debates. The 
students are now ready for the 
citywide debating competition at 
Portsmouth University at the end 
of  June.

Written by: Mrs Wisbey 
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments          In STEM Club This Year
In Stem club this year we have done a range of  activities, including 
making Fun snaps, designing and making Bottle rockets, making and 
setting off Smoke grenades, making Oobleck, designing and making 
Nano robots as well as an assault course for them, constructing a marble 
run from cardboard as part of  the Dyson challenge as well as having a 
range of  guest speakers inspiring us.

The most fun activity was the bottle rockets one. Before we flew them, 
we added things to make them more aerodynamic and make them look 
nicer. In the end though, putting a small amount of  water in the rocket 
made it fly further. The bottle rocket was launched off the ground using 
a specialised bike pump. When we did this experiment, we also put 
varying amounts of  water in to see if  this had an effect on the rocket, such as making it higher or stay in 
the air for longer through changing the pressure of  the water that came out of  the nozzle.

Another good experience that we enjoyed was making the fun snaps because they are easy to make and 
very loud within the class room. We varied how we made them with different chemicals and varying 
success. 

As well as this, we created smoke bombs, using wax crayons to colour the smoke. The chemicals were 
very reactive and, when combining the chemicals over a Bunsen flame, one went off and we had to 
evacuate the room till the smoke cleared. Once we had we combined the mixture with the crayons and 
wrapped them up in cardboard tubes and inserted a fuse, we went outside and watched our smoke 
grenades work. They were not easy to ignite, and we had to use a blow torch to help the reaction start.
Mr Wisbey also did a session on different explosions, some being very loud and some very bright. He 
made a whoosh bottle, screaming jelly babies, chip pan fire and methane bubbles.

We really enjoy STEM club on a Monday in Science 8 and we would 
recommend anyone to come along and have a go who may be slightly 
interested in Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, design and Technology.

We are looking at doing more projects this and next year linked to the 
environment and hoping to go on more trips.

Written by: George (Year 8), Luke (Year 8) and Reuben (Year 7) 
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments          Art Club
Art club has been very successful all year. On a weekly basis, 
students would stay after school on a Monday evening to 
create pieces of  Art work that THEY want to create.

There have been several weeks where Art Club has had over 
30 students from all year groups choosing to stay after school, 
wanting to extend their learning from their lesson that week or 
wanting to try their hand at something new.

Quotes from students;

‘I enjoy going to Art Club because I try things I’ve seen on 
Instagram’

‘I like the fact I can go with friends who aren’t in my class’

‘It’s fun, and we are allowed to make things for home.’

Written by: Mr Spacagna 

#CapturingTheMemorableMoments          Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Trip!
On Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th March Year 10 Geography students took part in their second 
fieldwork trip. They spent the day investigating the impact of  regeneration on Portsmouth by visiting Hot 
Walls in Old Portsmouth 
and Gunwharf  Quays 
in order to collect a 
range of  data. Students 
produced field sketches 
as well as completing 
environmental quality 
surveys and traffic/
pedestrian counts. 
Students behaved 
fantastically well and 
collected lots of  data 
that we can use back in 
the classroom.

Written by: Mrs Smith
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#CapturingTheMemorableMoments          TeenTech Solent
On Thursday 23rd May, 10 year 8 students and I were invited to 
attend the annual TeenTech event at The Guildhall in Portsmouth, an 
event hosted by Maggie Philbin. This event gave us the opportunity 
to come face to face with cutting edge technology and meet local 
businesses that are shaping the region. We got to participate in 
activities that involved teamwork and our own skills and knowledge 
in a fun but educational way. This event opened our eyes to different 
careers and opportunities related to STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths). Our perception of  STEM changed over the 
day at TeenTech; this was proved in surveys that all the students from 
15 local schools participated in.

We took part in an all schools competition during the last session of  the 
day in which we had to design an invention that would solve a current issue 
and present it on stage to all the other schools. We won the super safety 
award for our innovational eco car. Nela also won a new set of  wireless 
headphones from a competition with the JVC corporation who had a stand 
in the insight zone. 

We all enjoyed the trip and would recommend going for anyone who is 
invited next year.

Written by: Isabelle (Year 8) 

#CapturingTheMemorableMoments          ALNS Girls U13 Football Team Success 
The Girls’ Under 13 Football Team won the 
Portsmouth Cup Final last night against Mayfield 
School in a 6-3 win!

Goals from Mollie, Isobel and Sienna. They have 
played exceptionally well all season and are a real 
credit to our school.

Written by: Miss Rennison 
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#HotChocFriday
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#DareToDreamAimToAchieve         Laura Spurgeon Elected as UK Youth 
Parliament Member!
We are absolutely delighted that our student, 
Laura Spurgeon has been elected to represent 
Portsmouth as a member of  the UK Youth 
Parliament.

Massive congratulations to Laura!

#DareToDreamAimToAchieve         Congratulations to 
Laurence Coqueral 
Congratulations to our Year 9 student, Laurence Coqueral 
who has gained a place at the National Youth Theatre!

#DareToDreamAimToAchieve         Liam Finch  
Throughout my Primary School years, in which I attended 
Lyndhurst School, I maintained 100% in my attendance. 

When I started at Admiral Lord Nelson School, I was ambitious to 
continue my high level of  attendance. Once I finished Year 7 and 8 
with 100% attendance it became a personal challenge of  mine to 
complete 5 years at Admiral Lord Nelson School without missing 
a day. I can account for a few days of  feeling poorly but I dragged 
myself  into school as I was determined not to let myself  down.

Having achieved 5 years of  100% attendance and receiving my 
awards at Awards Evening, I was extremely proud of  myself  for this achievement. Not only was it a 
great achievement for myself  but an imperative selling point in my interviews both at college and for 
my apprenticeship. The interviewer, who is now my manager, congratulated me on my attendance 
throughout school – she said it was a key attribute that the company were looking for. 

I am now over 2 years into my apprenticeship at BAE and have yet to take a day off unwell: I continue to 
strive for great attendance and punctuality as each day you are not attending is another day you lose of  
learning. 

Written by Liam Finch, ALNS Leaver 2016
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#DareToDreamAimToAchieve         Rosie Kanavan 
I’m Rosie, 21, I achieved 100% attendance throughout all 5 years at Admiral 
Lord Nelson. I am currently in my final year at University of  Winchester 
studying Social Work.

I believe that my 100% attendance has positively impacted my 
determination within my University degree and my part time jobs. Not 
only has it empowered me to continue with my degree, but I have been the 
University’s Second Team Girls’ Captain for our Dodgeball team over the 
last academic year.

Admiral Lord Nelson helped me decide a career path and taught me the 
skills that have helped me reach University.

Written by: Rosie Kanavan, ALNS Leaver 2014

#DareToDreamAimToAchieve         Joao Drain  
During my time in ALNS, I was told that my attendance was very important with my GCSE exams and 
potential future endeavours. Now that I am about to finish my second year in college and potentially going 
towards a university. I can safely say my attendance in ALNS has helped me greatly.

Within my college I tried to continue with my attendance streak however I could not continue my streak 
due to health issues. However, this small error has not stopped me from still arriving at school every day 
and doing my revision for upcoming exams.

This is one of  the reasons why attendance is important as not showing up for a day means that you miss 
one day’s worth of  learning that you must make up for. This also means that the teachers must put in 
extra work to make sure that you are on track and up to date with the lessons you’re attending which 
could lead to the rest of  your classmates being held back.

Overall, attendance is a very important part of  school as it shows consistency and a hard-working outlook 
on life. Furthermore, making the effort to come in everyday will have a notably positive impact on your 
grades and future ideas. 

Written by: Joao Drain, ALNS Leaver 2017

#WeWillBeThereForYou         LGBT Club 
We had a fantastic turn out for the first LGBT club, Ms Burrows 
would love to see more students attending to discuss the media 
news and current topics of  LGBT. 

“lets get together and talk about it”
When? Thursday break 2, week B
Where? Science 4
Who? Mrs Burrows
Why? A small, relaxed group discussing the topic of  LGBT in a 
relaxed, safe environment
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#StudentsTakeTheLead         Our New Prefect Team for 2019/20 
We are delighted to introduce our new Prefect Team for 2019/20.

Senior Prefect Team:    

   Head Boy    Head Girl 
   Harry Webb    Kate Surawy 

  House Captain: Warrior      House Captain: Victory 
            Cerys Ashby    Tristian Barnes 

  House Captain: Spinnaker     House Captain: Mary Rose 
            Grace Rance        Arsha Ali 
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            Latitude Editor        Latitude Editor   
            Tullulah Mason        Sophie Burton 

House Prefect Teams:  

Shayla Mellon  Warrior 
Sienna Saunders Warrior 
Uddalock Brahma Warrior 
Alicia Warren  Warrior 
Isabella Waites  Warrior 
Louise Newell  Warrior 

William Evans  Victory
Joseph Coates  Victory 
Erin Barnes  Victory 
Mia Lewis  Victory 
Erin Bell   Victory 
Brooke Murch  Victory 

Albie Mullings  Spinnaker 
Ellie Hatchard  Spinnaker 
Alyssa Chidolue  Spinnaker 
Maisie Brown  Spinnaker 
Samira Collins   Spinnaker 
Rohan Parkinson Spinnaker 

Orlando Greenhow Mary Rose
Beth Rolf   Mary Rose
Hannah Woodason Mary Rose
Grace Haynes  Mary Rose
Shanaya May  Mary Rose
Jennifer Howard Mary Rose



#CapturingTheMemorableMoments          Fratton Finale!
On the 22nd May 2019, the 
U16 girls’ football team took on 
Priory at the Portsmouth Cup 
Final at Fratton Park. Mr Furnell 
reports.

The mind games had already 
begun before the kick-off for 
the Under 16s girls’ final, with 
Captain Lauren choosing to swap 
ends, so Admiral were kicking 
towards the sun.

The Under 16 girls’ final got off 
to a flyer with both teams testing 
each other early on to see if  
they could grab an early goal. 
Priory seemed to enjoy more 
possession of  the ball early on 
but the girls 
remained 
resilient and 
stuck to their 
game plan.

 Lucy, Gemma, 
Lauren and 
Caitlin were 
hassling the 
Priory midfield, 
giving them 
no time on the ball. This kind of  
attitude was echoed throughout 
the whole team with some great 
tackles and interceptions from 
both full backs Erin and Elly who 
were able to keep the threat 
from the opposing wingers to a 
minimum.

The message from the touchline 
to the Admiral girls was to 
remain patient and that they did. 
The outlet of  Jess and Arsha 
ensured the Priory defence were 
in for a torrid evening.

After some nice build-up play the 
girls won a free-kick just inside 
the opposition half, which was 
taken by Jenny. 

Jenny then played a superb cross 
field ball to Jess who was able 
to lose her marker and lob the 
ball over the Priory Goalkeeper 
putting Admiral 1-0 up.

The girls started to grow in 
confidence after this and sensed 
that they could get more. 

Before long they were 2-0 up, 
thanks to a sublime finish from 
Arsha. 

Priory weren’t going to take this 
lightly and started to mount a 
few dangerous attacks of  their 
own. A great interception by 
Erin on the edge of  the Admiral 

penalty area 
ensured the game 
remained 2-0 at half  
time.

A few wise words 
from Mr Stubbs and 
Miss Rennison must 
have been ringing in 
the ears of  the girls 
as they started the 
second half  brightly, 

with Lauren running the midfield 
stringing some great passes 
together and Danni making some 
superb runs down the left hand 
side.

Yet, the score remained 2-0.

The later the game went on, 
the more fatigue was starting 
to set in for the girls and 
Priory started to create a few 
more opportunities, with Lucy 
producing an outstanding save 
from a long range effort that 
looked like it was destined for 
the net.

The defence remained strong and 
this was down to the partnership 
formed by Jenny and Tia. They 
complimented each other 
incredibly well with Tia’s ability to 
organise the defence and Jenny’s 
ability to read the game. This 
was helped by both Scarlett and 
Liv producing a solid defensive 
display when called upon.

Final score 2-0 Admiral!

The team played exceptionally 
well and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience – congratulations! 

Written by: Mr Furnell  


