
How will we keep all students and staff safe? 
 
We are following the most recent advice and guidance and doing our upmost to make the school as 
safe a place as it can be for both the students and the staff.  
 
From the Department for Education there is clear guidance on essential measures that include: 
 
• requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

• robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

• enhanced cleaning arrangements 

• active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

• formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in 
school wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is reasonably 
practicable 

 
Therefore, at all times we will be reinforcing the advice and guidance with all staff and students that 
they should always be:  
 

1) Washing their hands regularly preferably for at least 20 seconds, with running water and 
soap or if not with hand sanitiser.  

2) Maintaining social distancing whenever possible 

3)  Trying whenever possible to not put their hands near their nose mouth or eyes.  

4) Covering their mouth whenever coughing or sneezing, and using tissues to follow the 
‘catch it, bin it, kill it’.  

5) If anybody has any symptoms then they should not come to school.  
 
There are a number of steps we have taken to make the school as safe as possible. These are listed 

below and a copy of the most recent guidance to schools can be found here Guidance to schools. 

The department for education have also released guidance for parents which can be found here: 

Guidance for Parents. 

A copy of the schools full updated risk assessment can be found on our website or by following the 

link here: https://alns.co.uk/coronavirus/ 

Whilst there will be many changes in the way we operate lots of things will remain the same: 
 

• Students will be studying the full curriculum with all their subjects as normal. 

• Students will be taught in specialist rooms with specialist teachers as this is fundamental to 
their learning. 

• Students will be staying in the vertical tutoring groups with the tutors with whom they have 
good relationships and who know them best.  

 
There will however have to be alterations and significant changes to how we have operated 
previously so that we can best comply with the guidance from the Department for Education. The 
details of these are given on the next few pages and we would really appreciate you going through 
these with your child so they know what to expect when they arrive at school. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://alns.co.uk/coronavirus/


The actions we are taking in order to ensure safety of all students and staff are split into the 
following area: 
 

A. Arrival and leaving school. 
B. Designated areas for the students from different year groups to use. 
C. Transition between lessons and to and from break times. 
D. Hygiene and hand washing throughout the day. 
E. Lunchtime, food and water. 
F. Classroom layout including tutor time. 
G. After-school clubs or detentions. 
H. Other areas.  

 
Whenever possible we aim to have the students outside as there is a much lower chance of 
transmission when outside in fresh open spaces. 
 
Keeping students in Group Bubbles 
 
For the vast majority of their time in school, students will be kept separate from students in all other 
year groups; within lessons, as they move around the school and in the areas where they can 
socialise and have their breaks, lunch, use of toilets etc. In their tutor group sessions, they will be in 
the same room as students from other year groups, but year groups will be kept distanced from one 
another within the classroom. 
 
 

A. Arrival at school and End of day arrangements. 
 

• School gates will open at 8am. Students should arrive at school during their designated time 
slot (see later section on staggered arrival times) wearing full school uniform. 
 

• In order to ensure social distancing, we must insist that parents do not stand anywhere near 
the school gates and if walking their child to school, they say goodbye well away from the 
school gates. 
 

• Wherever possible students are encouraged to walk or cycle to school safely. We require all 
students to wear a cycle helmet for their safety when travelling to and from school. 
 

• There is a bike shed each entrance to the school next to the gates for those students who 
cycle to school and members of staff will be on duty on the gate and within the bike shed 
area when students arrive and leave the site. 
 

• If students do need to be driven to school, there is a public car park at the rear of Southsea 
Golf Club which is 300 metres from the school entrance which can be used as a safe drop-off 
point and students then have a very short and safe walk to the school gates.  
 

• Parents must not drop students off by car at the school entrances nor should they use the 
bus stop outside the school; both of these actions lead to an unsafe environment for the 
vast majority of our students who will be walking or cycling to school.  
 

 
 



• There will be staggered arrival times and students will enter the school through the 
designated gate for their year group. Years 7, 9 and 11 will enter the school and leave the 
school through the south entrance (which is the one nearest McDonald’s). Years 8 and 10 
will enter the school from the north entrance which is the one near the Industrial estate.  
 

• Students must arrive at the designated time for their year group as we want to minimise the 
contact between year groups as much as possible. The table below shows the designated 
times for each year group to both arrive at school and leave school at the end of the day. 
 

 
Staggered arrival times: 
 

Year  Entrance Arrival window Lesson 1  

7 South 8:00-8:10 08:25 

8 North 8:00-8:10 08:25 

9 South 8:10-8:20 08:25 

10 North 8:15-8:25 08:25 

11 South 8:20-8:30 08:30 

 

• Punctuality is absolutely vital to minimise the mixing of year groups and the school gates 

will be locked promptly at 8.30am. Students may not be admitted if they arrive after 

8:30am. 

 

Staggered Dismissal times: 

Year  Exit Dismissal time 

7 South 14:45 

8 North 14:50 

9 South 14:50 

10 North 14:55 

11 South 14:55 

 

• When students are dismissed from lessons at the end of the day they need to immediately 
leave the site unless they are staying for an after-school club or detention in which case they 
would move to the designated area for their year group (details below). 

 
 

• In order to ensure social distancing, parents must not stand anywhere near the school gates. 
If you are meeting your child after school, we must insist that you arrange a meeting place to 
do this well away from the school gates to ensure that no parents are standing within 2m of 
any of the students as they leave their school site to walk or cycle home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



B. Designated area for each year group.  
 

 
• We have designated a specific outside area for each year group and these areas will be 

clearly marked off from each other with temporary fencing in place so that the year groups 
do not mix. We are referring to these areas as the year group village. 

 

• In each of these designated areas there will be 
sheltered areas with seating for students to use at the 
start of the day or during their break or lunch time. In 
the years 7, 8, 9 and 10 villages there will be large 
marquees for each year group available for the 
students to shelter in or sit in, and an outside space 
where they can sit with friends during breaks or play. 
Year 11 will have a covered seating area where they 
can do the same.  

 

• Whenever students are not in lessons they should stay in their Year Group Village unless 
they are going to get food, use their lockers (Year 7 only initially) 
or going to the toilet. 

 

• Each year group will be designated a toilet area to use and this will 
be explained them on their first day back alongside training 
students on all the new routines. There are additional portaloo 
facilities being put in place for students to use when outside.  

 

• There will be five food serving points and one of these will be designated to each year group 
and there will be a clear route for them to follow from their outside area to the food serving 
point. There will also be a water point so that students can refill their bottles if they need to 
do so. 



 
C. Transitions between lessons, to and from break times.  

 

• On arrival to school students will meet in their year group villages and, at the appropriate 
time, students will be asked to line up in rows by their house. There will be clear markers 
showing students where to line up ready to go to lessons. 

 

• Students will then be released to go to lessons one year group at a time to minimise the 
chance of them mixing between year groups. 
 

• At the end of the lesson, students will be released a year group at a time from their lessons 
and they will return to their designated year group village. At their village, students will then 
line up in their houses and once all students have left lessons, students will again be 
released one year group at a time to go back to the next lesson.  

 

• The same procedure will then be used at the end of break time and lunchtime in order to 
carefully control the movement of students around the school and back to lessons safely. 

 
 

D. Hygiene and hand washing throughout the day  
 

• Immediately upon arrival to school students will be asked to wash 
their hands at one of the outside sinks we have had installed. There 
is running water, soap and paper towels at both ends of the school 
near where students enter.  

 

• On entry to every classroom students will 
be given a cloth and their desk will be sprayed by the teacher, and the 
students will then clean their work area. At the end of each lesson students 
again will be asked to clean their work area and as they leave the room they 
will put their cloths in the bin. 
 

• The teachers will have hand sanitiser that they can provide to students at the end of each 
lesson and students will have access to the sinks at break and lunchtime. There will be over 
20 hand sanitiser dispensers located around the school building too.  

 

• In practical subjects, measures have been taken to ensure that equipment is thoroughly 
cleaned between any uses by different students, or that students have their own set of 
equipment. 

 

• Students will not be able to share any of their equipment or borrow equipment from the 
teachers so it is essential that they come to school well equipped for the day. We will have 
some spare equipment in the Village that we can give to students if necessary. 

 

• At lunchtime if students are using the food serving points they will be asked to sanitise their 
hands before using the fingerprint payment system and then they will sanitise again before 
going to eat their food. 
 

• We strongly recommend that students carry their own hand sanitiser that they can use 
whenever they need to. 



 
E. Lunchtime food and water. 

 

• Food is only going to be available during the 40 minute lunch break and not during the 
shorter 15 minutes morning break so if students want to eat at this time they should bring a 
snack with them. 
 

• In order to help maintain the distance between the year group bubbles, we will be operating 
five serving points and one will be designated for the use of each year group.  
 

• There will be a reduced food offer of hot and cold ‘grab and go’ food for example baguettes, 
paninis, pizza, pasta and stir-fry’s. 
 

• We would strongly recommend that where possible students bring their own packed lunch 
to school and this will save them spending time during their lunch time queueing. 
 

• We also recommend that students have a large water bottle that they bring to school 
already full and then if necessary they will be able to refill this during lunchtime at the point 
that is designated for their year group 
 

 
F. Classroom layout including tutor time. 

 

• In line with the guidance, classrooms will be set up wherever possible with desks facing 
towards the front of the room and the teacher. Where this is not possible we will ensure 
that students are not sitting facing another student or if this is the case there will be a 
physical barrier to prevent transmission. 

 

• Within the classroom desks will be spread out as much as far as 
possible from each other using the whole space available.  

 

• In tutor time where there will be students from different year 
groups, students will be sat with students from their own year 
group and they will remain socially distanced from the other 
year groups. The students will also arrive and leave tutor time by 
year group to maintain the social distancing and prevent them 
getting too close or mixing. 
 

 
 

G. After-school clubs or detentions 
 

• If any student is staying for an after-school extracurricular club or for a detention then when 
they are dismissed from their last lesson they will go to their year group village until 3pm. 
Then at 3pm they will be dismissed from there to go to the club or detention. 

 
 
 



 
H. Other areas 

 

• Visitors: We will be restricting visitors to the site and only essential visitors will be allowed 
access to the site by pre-arranged appointment and when possible this will be done outside 
of school hours. 

• Parents will not be allowed on site. They should contact the school in the normal ways by 
either phone or email and if necessary meetings can be arranged via zoom. 

• Track and trace: The guidance makes it clear that parents should engage with the NHS Test  
and Trace process. This is what the guidance says: ‘Parents and carers can support  by: 
engaging with the NHS Test and Trace process so that cases can be identified and action 
taken - this means if your child develops symptoms, you should arrange for them to get a 
test and you should inform your school or college of the results of that test’. 

• Staff Visors: As an added level of protection staff will wear face visors as they move around 
the building and if they need to approach students closely within lessons to support them. 

 
 
 
In September we will provide full guidance and training to the students in each year group on their 
first day back at school so that they understand where they need to go and so they are fully aware of 
all the changes. This will be done supportively but we will be clear with students that breaches of 
safety rules will not be tolerated as they put the rest of the school community at risk. We will spend 
time on each year group’s first day back at school practising routines for moving around the school 
(in the same way as we would have Fire Drill Practices) so that we can ensure that transitions to and 
from lessons happen quickly and safely.  
 

Coming prepared for school 
It would really help if you could speak with your child about ensuring they are prepared for school 
especially in light of all the changes.  
 
 A few things you might want to think about are: 
 

• Your child carrying their own hand sanitiser that they can use whenever they wish  

• They will also ideally bring their own pre-filled water bottle to school to avoid having to 
queue unnecessarily for water during the school day 

• Your child having a pack of tissues with them in their bag to catch any sneezes or coughs 

• Students will not be allowed to wear face coverings at school. If your child 
uses public transport to get to school and is wearing a re-usable face mask 
they will need to remove this on arrival at school and store it in a small 
plastic bag in their school bag so that it does not contaminate their 
equipment and books. 

• We intend for the students to be outside as much as possible so they need to ensure they 
are correctly dressed for the weather such as having a warm coat or a waterproof with 
them. 

• Students will not be able to share any of their equipment or borrow equipment from the 
teachers so it is essential that they come to school well equipped for the day so they made 
need support preparing their bags the night before. 

• Bringing a packed lunch will maximise the time your child has to socialise during their 
lunchtime. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/

