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Introduction  
Our intention with this booklet is to be as open and transparent as we possibly can 
be in how we will be determining year 11 students’ grades this summer. As a school 
we are acting upon all of the guidance that we have received from Ofqual, the 
Department for Education and JCQ (who act on behalf of all the exam boards). For 
specific subjects, exam boards are also issuing materials and advice to support us in 
determining the grades. 

Centre Policy  
All schools initially had to come up with a centre policy covering all aspects of their 
work in the grading process. We have submitted our policy to the exam boards and 
they will be ensuring that everything we do is in line with the guidance that has been 
issued. We have emailed this policy to all parents so that again we can be as open 
and transparent as possible with you at such an important time for both you and 
your child. 

Ensuring fairness for students  
For each subject that a student studies we have been asked to come up with a 
holistic grade based upon the evidence that is as objective as possible, and we 
need to ensure that we have taken all reasonable efforts to remove bias in doing 
this. The following list provides a brief summary of the steps we have taken to ensure 
fairness to all students: 

• Rather than using exam board assessment materials most of our assessments 
in exam based subjects are using real past papers that have published mark 
schemes and grade boundaries so that it does not come down to different 
teachers’ interpretation of the marks and will provide really strong evidence 
of the grade that a student is working at. To make this more manageable for 
students, exam papers have been broken down into smaller assessments and 
spread across a number of lessons as our students have not had the usual 
opportunity to prepare to perform in long exams.  
 

• All of our assessments in exam based subjects are being taken in assessment 
conditions, very close to those that would be in real exams so that we can 
easily authenticate that the work is solely the work of the student in question 
and again this makes the evidence for their grade even stronger. 
 

• As much as is reasonably possible we are providing plenty of assessment 
opportunities in each subject, and where an area of content has been 
assessed at different points in the year, we will be using a student’s best 
performance to inform their final grade. We think this is fair to students 
because some students will typically perform better towards the end of a 
course when they have studied the subject more, whilst other students may 
well have performed better earlier in the year before being affected by the 
national lockdown during January and February. 
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• All teachers involved in the grading process have received training on (1) 
objectivity and bias (2) record keeping (3) special consideration process and 
(4) moderation and standardisation. Subject teams will be working together 
to determine grades and steps are being taken in every subject to ensure 
that the evidence is gathered, marked and judged objectively across all of 
the students studying that subject removing the chance of an individual 
teacher’s bias as much as possible. Exam boards have published grade 
descriptors and grade exemplification materials in order to support subject 
teams of teachers being able to objectively judge a student's evidence 
against set standards across all schools. 
 

• In each of the subjects where students are taking assessments, there will be a 
student evidence form which will show the evidence that is being used and 
how they have performed in that assessment when it has been done. Whilst 
we are not able to tell students the overall final grade that we as a school are 
submitting for them to the exam board, students can know how they have 
done in each of the assessments that they have taken. We are hoping this 
then makes it easy for a student to know how they are performing and takes 
away some of their worries. Students must sign this student evidence form to 
verify that the assessments are all their own work. 

 

Appeals  
Teachers will keep their students fully informed of the evidence that is being used to 
inform the final grade that they will be awarded. Students will be well aware of the 
evidence that is being used, and how they have performed in those different pieces 
of evidence. 

After the results are issued to students by the exam board on Thursday 12th August, 
the appeals process is made up of two stages: 

Stage 1: Students ask the school to check their results because they believe that a 
mistake has been made. 

Stage 2: Students asked the school to appeal to the Awarding organisation because 
they do not believe that their final grade is a fair holistic judgement based upon the 
process and evidence that was used. 

• For this, students will need to give detailed reasons as to why they are 
appealing their result and then the exam boards will look at this. 

• This needs to be submitted by the school on behalf of the student. 
• Students need to be aware that as the result of an appeal a grade may stay 

the same, or it may go up or down depending upon the exam board findings. 
• Exam boards will look at whether the school has followed the correct 

processes and if the grade awarded is a reasonable exercise of academic 
judgement based upon the evidence. 
 
Further information on how to appeal will be sent out before results day. 
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English Language GCSE  

Course 
Structure 

English Language is normally assessed via two exam papers. 
Paper 1 is on Explorations in creative reading and writing and 
paper 2 is on writers’ viewpoints and perspectives. Each of 
these 2 areas represent 50% of the GCSE. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Festival and fairs paper mock exam assessment in lessons during September 2020 - 
as further supporting evidence 
Language paper 1 - mock exam in November 2020  
Language paper 2 - mock exam in November 2020  
Language paper 1 - question 5 assessment in April 2021  
Language paper 1 - question 4 assessment on Lord of the Flies in May 2021  
There is a possibility of students having a further chance to do an assessment on 
Language Paper Two question 5 in early June if necessary. 

Using the 
evidence 

The evidence used to determine a student’s final grade will 
be their performance overall in paper 1 and their best 
performance overall in paper 2 from the assessments they 
have done this year. 

 

 

 

 

English Literature GCSE 

Course 
Structure 

English Literature GCSE is normally assessed via two papers. 
Paper One focuses on Shakespeare and the 19th Century 
Novel. Paper Two focuses on Modern texts and Poetry. Due 
to the disruption to students’ learning, in September 2020 one 
of the units was removed from English Literature to reduce 
the content students had to study.  

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Controlled Assessment from year 10 on Lord of the Flies  
A Christmas Carol assessment in April 2021  
Macbeth assessment in May 2021  
Lord of the Flies assessment in May 2021  
There is a possibility of students having a further chance to do an assessment from 
A Christmas Carol in early June if this is needed.  

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s final grade will be based upon their performance 
across these Literature assessments. 
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   Mathematics GCSE  
Course 

Structure 

Mathematics GCSE usually consists of three papers of which 
one is a non-calculator paper. All three papers assess across 
the content of the mathematics GCSE specification. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Mock exam paper 1 taken in October 2020  
Mock exam paper 2 taken in November 2020  
Mock exam paper 3 taken in November 2020  
Paper 1 and paper 2 assessment taken in March 2021  
Paper 1 assessment taken in April 2021  
Paper 2 assessment taken in May 2021  
Paper 3 assessment taken in May 2021  
There is also potentially an option for students to do a further assessment in early 
June if this is necessary.  

Using the 
evidence 

For the majority of students this terms assessments will 
represent their best grade and we will use this to inform their 
final grade. If this is not the case we will look at past 
assessments in determining a final grade. 

 

 
Combined Science GCSE, Biology       

   GCSE, Chemistry GCSE, Physics GCSE  

Course 
Structure 

For Combined Science the course is made up of 6 units, two 
Biology units, two Chemistry units and two Physics units. The 
combined science GCSE is then examined over 6 exam 
papers with one for each of these 6 units. Our assessments in 
Combined Science will cover five of these six areas where 
students have completed all of the content.  
In each of the three separate Sciences students study the 
same units but with more content and longer exams.  

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Biology 1 mock exam from November 2020  
Biology 2 mock exam from November 2020  
Chemistry 1 assessment from March 2021  
Chemistry 2 assessment in April 2021 
Physics 1 assessment in May 2021  
Students will then choose a further assessment to take later in May 2021 so that 
they can improve upon one of the areas where they have already sat an 
assessment. 

Using the 
evidence 

In Combined Science students will be awarded a final grade 
based upon how they have performed across the five areas 
they have studied and where we have collected assessment 
evidence of their performance in each of the areas. In each 
of the separate Sciences the evidence for that subject will 
be used to inform the final grade awarded.  
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   History GCSE 

Course 
Structure 

In September 2020 the GCSE History course structure was 
changed from 4 units to 3 units because of the disruption to 
students learning. The three units that students have studied 
are the USA, Medicine Through Time and Germany. These 
three units are evenly weighted and each one makes up a 
third of the overall grade.  

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
USA paper that students have taken in November mock exams 2020  
Medicine Through Time paper taken in November marks 2020  
Medicine Through Time case study taken in March 2021  
Germany assessment taken by students in April 2021 
USA assessment to be taken by students in May 2021  
There is an additional possibility of students sitting a further Medicine Through Time 
assessment in early June if they need to.  

Using the 
evidence 

The student’s final grade will be made up of their 
performance across the three units studied. To evidence the 
final grade, we will be using a student’s best USA grade, 
Germany grade and Medicine Through Time grade.  

 

 

 

   Geography GCSE 

Course 
Structure 

The geography GCSE course is made up of 3 main areas 
which are usually examined over three exam papers. The first 
area is Living with the Physical Environment, the second area 
is Challenges in the Human Environment. The final area is 
Decision Making and Fieldwork. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Living with the physical environment mock exam from November 2020  
Challenges in the human environment mock exam from November 2020  
Decision-making and Fieldwork assessment taken in March 2021  
Living with the physical environment assessment in April 2021  
Challenges in the human environment assessment in May 2021  
There is a possibility of students doing a further living with the physical environment 
if this is necessary for any students  

Using the 
evidence 

The student’s final grade will be informed by their 
performance in all three of the assessment areas but where 
students have sat a similar assessment more than once we 
will use their best mark as their evidence to inform the final 
grade. 

 



7 
 

   Classical Civilizations GCSE  
Course 

structure 

Classical Civilizations GCSE covers 2 main areas which are 
Myth and Religion and Roman City Life. These two areas are 
each worth 50% of the final grade  

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Myth and religion mock exam from November 2020  
Roman city life mock exam from November 2020  
Myth and religion assessment in April 2021  
Roman city life assessment in May 2021  
There is a possibility that students could sit a further assessment in Roman city life in 
early June if they need to. 

Using the 
evidence 

Students will have had the opportunity to take two full 
assessments in each of the exam papers and their best 
performance from each of the two areas will be used to help 
determine their overall final grade  

 

 

 

   Sociology GCSE  

Course 
Structure 

Sociology GCSE is normally assessed by two exam papers. 
Paper one is called understanding social processes and 
paper two is called understanding social structures. Each of 
these papers is further subdivided into different topics and 
we've made sure our assessments cover all of the topics that 
students have studied.  

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Understanding social processes mock exam from November 2020  
Family unit assessment from March 2021 
Social stratification assessment in April 2021  
Crime and deviance assessment in May 2021  
Education assessment in May 2021  
Key concept, family and research methods assessment in May 2021  
There is a further possibility that students could sit a further understanding social 
processes assessment in early June if this is needed. 

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s best performance in each of the areas will be 
used as the evidence to help inform their final grade. 
Because sociology classes have their lessons on different 
days the two classes will be sitting different papers so that no 
students have an unfair advantage over others.  
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   Psychology GCSE  

Course 
Structure 

Psychology GCSE is normally assessed by two exam papers. 
Paper one covers the topics; development, memory, 
psychological problems, neuropsychology and social 
influence. Paper 2 covers; research methods criminal 
psychology sleep and dreaming. The papers are weighted 
as follows: paper 1 55% and paper 2 45%.  

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Full paper one mock exam in November 2020  
Criminal psychology assessment in April 2021  
Research methods assessment in May 2021  
Psychological problems assessment in May 2021  
Social influences assessment in May 2021  
Sleep and dreaming assessment in May 2021  
Memory assessment in May 2021 
There is a possibility of a further assessment in early June if this is necessary  

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s best performance in each of the areas will be 
used as the evidence to help inform their final grade. 
Because psychology classes have their lessons on different 
days the two classes will be sitting different papers so that no 
students have an unfair advantage over others. 

 

 
 
   French GCSE and German GCSE  

Course 
structure 

The Languages GCSEs were modified in September 2020 and 
had the speaking assessment removed due to the disruption 
to students learning during year 10. Therefore, students 
grade’s in Languages this year depend upon their 
performance in three skills which are equally weighted. These 
are Listening, Reading and Writing.  

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Listening mock exam from November 2020  
Reading mock exam from November 2020  
Writing mock exam from November 2020  
Writing assessment 1 from April 202 
Writing assessment 2 in April 2021 
Listening assessment in May 2021  
Reading assessment in May 2021  

Using the 
evidence 

The evidence for a student’s final grade will depend upon 
their best performance in each of the three areas: reading, 
writing and listening. 
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   Food Technology GCSE  

Course 
Structure 

50% of a student’s grade is NEA (coursework) made up of a 
student’s written portfolio alongside their performance in a 
practical exam. The other 50% of the course is made up from 
a written exam covering the following topics; food hygiene, 
nutrition, food science and food provenance.  

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Full past paper mock exam from November 2020  
Food hygiene and safety assessment in May 2021  
Nutrition assessment in May 2021  
Food science assessment in May 2021  
Food provenance assessment in May 2021  
Food cooking and preparation NEA practical assessment in April 2021 

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s performance in their assessments will be used as 
50% of the evidence alongside their NEA in supporting the 
determination of their final grade. 

 

 
3D Design GCSE, Photography GCSE,  

   Fine Art GCSE, Graphics GCSE 

Course 
Structure 

In September 2020 the exam element of the art courses was 
removed due to with the disruption to students learning 
during year 10. Therefore, these courses will be assessed 
based upon the student’s portfolio of evidence produced 
overtime. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 

In these courses, students have been working on their portfolio of evidence 
throughout the course. Students are continuing to work on this in lessons so they 
can get their portfolios too as good as standard as possible this half term. 

Using the 
evidence 

Student’s portfolios will be moderated together across the 
Arts subjects by the design team and compared with the 
grade descriptors and grade exemplification materials issued 
by the exam board to determine a student’s final grade. 
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   Music BTEC  
Course 

Structure 

The music BTEC course is made up of four units, 3 of these are 
NEA (coursework) and 1 unit is normally an exam. Due to the 
disruption caused to students learning these have been 
assessed in a different way to normal. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
The 1st unit of work was completed and submitted in Year 10 and students know 
their grade for this. 
The Exam unit was cancelled, and students were awarded a grade for this by the 
exam board. 
The 3rd Unit – Live Performance is internally assessed based on evidence gathered 
throughout the course. 
The 4th Unit – Preparing a Musical Product is being completed this half term and 
this is internally assessed. 

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s final grade will be based upon the grades they 
have achieved in the four units detailed above. 

 

 
 

   Acting BTEC  
Course 

Structure 

Acting BTEC is made up of three units. Two of these units are 
NEA (coursework) and one is normally an exam unit. Due to 
the disruption caused to students learning the way the 
course is assessed has been changed this year. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
The 1st unit of work was completed and submitted in year 10 and students know 
their grade for this. 
The 2nd unit is the exam unit and students were awarded a grade for this by the 
exam board.  
 
Currently in lesson students are recording practical evidence to support the 
awarding of their final grade  

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s final grade will be based upon their grades in the 
above 3 units. 
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   Dance BTEC   
Course 

Structure 

Dance BTEC is made up of three units. Two of these units are 
NEA (coursework) and one is normally an exam unit. Due to 
the disruption caused to students learning the way the 
course is assessed has been changed this year. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
The 1st unit of work was completed and submitted in year 10 and students know 
their grade for this. 
The 2nd unit is the exam unit and this year this is being internally assessed. In lessons 
students are currently carrying out practical work as their evidence for this unit. 
The 3rd unit has just been completed by students and has been submitted to the 
exam board for moderation 

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s final grade will be based upon their grades in the 
above 3 units. 

 

 
 

   Computer Science GCSE  

Course 
Structure 

Computer Science GCSE is normally assessed via two exams 
covering the whole of the content for this course. There is 
normally the expectation that students would have carried 
out a programming project lasting approximately 20 hours of 
the course but this was removed in September 2020 due to 
the disruption to learning in year 10. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Full paper one mock exam in November 2020  
Full paper 2 mock exam in November 2020  
Assessment one in April 2021 covering memory and storage  
Assessment 2 in May 2021 covering ethics, security, networks and data 
representation 
Assessment 3 in May 2021 covering logarithms, logic, techniques, robust and 
translation  

Using the 
evidence 

Assessments 1, 2 and 3 cover all the content of the usual two 
exam papers. A student’s final grade will be evidenced by 
their best performance between the November 2020 papers 
or the more recent assessments that are happening now. 
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   Digital IT BTEC  
Course 

structure 

The Digital IT BTec course is assessed by three separate units. 
Due to disruption to learning during year 10 there have been 
changes to the course and how different units have been 
awarded this year. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
The 1st unit was due to be completed during year 10 and a centre assessed grade 
was submitted for this during year 10 based upon the work the students have 
managed to complete before lockdown. 
The 2nd unit is currently being completed as normal by the students although some 
parts of it have been removed to account for the disruption to learning this year. 
Students are due to complete this soon and it will be subject to external 
verification by the exam board.  
The 3rd unit which is normally the exam unit is being assessed by an internal 
teacher assessment grade based upon how students have performed in mock 
exams and in their other NEA (coursework) units. 

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s final grade will be based upon their performance 
across the three units detailed above.  

 

 
 

   Interactive Media Vcert 

Course 
structure 

The Interactive Media course is made of 60% NEA 
(coursework) and 40% of the marks come from the final 
exam. Students study 4 units for their NEA and 3 of these are 
then also examined. This year due to the disruption to 
learning changes have been made to how the course is 
being assessed. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Unit 1 is called Research and students were awarded a centre assess grade based 
upon the work they had produced during year 10. 
Unit 2 is called Planning and students were awarded a centre assessed grade 
based upon the work they had produced during year 10  
Unit 3 is called Creating a digital project which students are currently completing 
and this will be internally assessed and then moderated by the exam board  
Unit 4 is called Presenting a digital project which students are currently completing 
and this will be internally assessed and then moderated by the exam board  
The 40% exam content is now being based upon evidence gathered in the 
student’s completion of units 1, 2 and 3 of the NEA 

Using the 
evidence 

A student’s final grade will be based upon their performance 
across the four units detailed above. 
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   PE GCSE 
Course 

structure 

The GCSE pe course is made up of 60% based upon exam 
performance, 30% based upon practical performance and 
10% which is NEA (coursework). 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
Students practical ability has been assessed over time throughout the GCSE 
course  
Students have completed the NEA that is worth 10% of the course  
Full mock exam paper taken in November 2020 
Training for personal fitness assessment in April 2021 
Component 2: Health and Performance assessment in May 2021 
Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems assessment in May 2021  
Coursework assessment/opportunities for improvements  

Using the 
evidence 

In PE students will be awarded a final grade based upon 
how they performed across the two theory components, 
their practical and coursework. 

 
 

   Sport and Fitness BTEC 
Course 

structure 

The BTEC Sport course is made up of 4 units, 3 of these are 
NEA coursework and 1 unit was an external examination. 

Evidence that will be used to inform the final grade awarded: 
The 1st Unit – Practical Sport was completed and submitted in Year 10 and students 
know their grade for this 
The 2nd Unit – Sports Leadership and students were awarded a grade for this by the 
exam board 
The 3rd Unit – Fitness for Sport and Exercise was completed in February 2021 
The 4th Unit – Training for Personal Fitness is currently being completed in lessons 

Using the 
evidence 

In BTEC Sport the final grade will be based upon the grades 
for all four units detailed above. 
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