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It is always a pleasure to share with you all a snapshot of the tremendous events and achievements of our 

ALNS family. 2020-21 has been a school year like no other and this is our first and final Latitude of the year. 

We have kept you informed over the past year via the ALNS website, facebook, instagram, tutor phone calls 

and emails. With events now reigniting in the Summer Term, we are committed to embracing our values 

and ensure all of our ALNS family continue to feel connected.  It is a real delight to be celebrating together, 

reflecting and recognising that as an ALNS family we are stronger than ever!

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce Molly from our Senior Prefect team who will be working 

alongside Mrs Wise as co-editor of Latitude. I look forward to future editions of Latitude and seeing how 

Molly will develop our school magazine so that it is increasingly student-led and created!

 Nys Hardingham, Headteacher

WELCOME TO Latitude Magazine

Year 8 took part in the annual ALNS residential visit to Tile Barn in Brockenhurst at the end of June. The 

students enjoyed lots of different activities during their 3 day visits including Capture the Flag, sports, team 

building games, a scavenger hunt and the famed 11 mile walk through the New Forest!

During the walk, the students waded through knee height mud, raced up giant hills, demolished some ice 

cream and braved the New Forest river, culminating in awards being given out by all the staff and helpers for 

students who had gone above and beyond during the day… or just got really muddy!

During Warrior and Victory’s visit, they even got to experience what an England game looked like on a really 

small screen, which began with some very passionate singing of the national anthem and ended in a lot of 

screaming!

Spinnaker and Mary Rose got to taste the wrath of the staff vs student Capture the Flag game which ended 

in inevitable humiliation for the students (albeit with some interesting interpretation of the rules by Mr 

Brown… “Jail break!!!”).

The students ended their camp experience with a BBQ, tuck shop and ice cream and lots and lots of 

volleyball.

Mr Brown & Mr Sharp

YEAR 8

Camp
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After a year of
setbacks and restrictions, we were
finally able to progress with the year 10 and 11 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. This year, as we know, 
there have been disruption nationally to normal lessons 
and for Year 11, uncertainty of exams, so it was amazing 
(and a relief!) to be able to get out onto the South Downs 
for our assessed expedition in July after completing the training 
for it nearly a year and a half earlier!

Setting off on Saturday we were almost immediately greeted with 
rain which made navigation tricky and the ground even trickier! The 
rain continued for nearly 6 hours but it didn’t ruin the high spirits of 
any of the groups who were upbeat and demonstrated outstanding 
navigation skills and teamwork throughout the day.

Once reaching camp, the rain subsided so the students could all 
set up camp and cook their evening meals before we were able to 
enjoy a lovely evening with games and marshmallows around the 
bonfire. It was a glimpse of the normality which had been kept from 
us for what seemed like forever.

Rising with the sun about 6:30am, the groups all cooked breakfast 
followed by breaking camp and ready for an 8:30am journey back 
to the finish point.

The weather was much kinder on Sunday, with some sun and cool 
weather which is perfect for hiking.

Most of the groups began their day with a journey up the perilous 
Mt. Doom, a 200m climb up a very steep ascent before navigating 
around 20km away to Denmead. Again, spirits were really high, 
despite the lack of sleep and still soggy boots, everyone was able 
to complete their expedition with a smile on their face knowing 
they had passed their expedition and overcome a tremendous set 
of circumstances which had prevented this from happening last 
year.

The staff are all incredibly proud of every student who complet-
ed their assessed expedition, demonstrating amazing resilience, 
teamwork, commitment, skill and drive to complete an already 
difficult task under such testing circumstances. Well done!

Mr Sharp

THE

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 2021
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On Tuesday 22nd June we had our first Personal 

Development day for all year groups after over a 

year of missing out on them. Personal Development 

Days allow students and staff to explore a different 

curriculum for the day in new and exciting ways and 

experience something outside of our comfort zones 

for the day developing new skills and knowledge.

Year 7 had their very first day which was focused on 

‘The Right to Play’. They had an assembly explaining 

our Rights Respecting Culture and were then off to 

explore a wide range of different subjects through play.

Year 8 were on ‘Prep for Camp Day’ which gave them 

the opportunity to develop the team were skills they 

were about to need to Camp Week. As always the 

day had a very wet ending out on the field.

Year 9 experienced ‘Human Rights and Enterprise 

Day’ which was partly facilitated by UNLOC. The 

day inspired the students to think about how they 

can develop their own enterprise skills whilst 

considering their rights and the rights of others.

Year 10 were due to get their first taste of college 

life but sadly this couldn’t happen. Instead they were 

given the opportunity to explore careers through 

different subjects, develop their CVs and think about 

their plans for the future.

It was fantastic to see all of our students taking part 

in these days again and learning new skills in new 

ways. We all look forward to the next ones.

Mrs Wisbey

PERSONAL Development Days

Recently, the Peter Cooper Motor Group set students a challenge: can you 

imagine what the car of the future will look like? How might it be powered? 

How might this car improve our way of living?

The Peter Cooper Motor Group Portsmouth visited us one afternoon to 

show students what a modern day electric car can do and this supported 

our students in their de-signs. 

With this challenge, our students were competing against different schools 

and alt-hough we didn’t achieve first place overall, two of our Year 9 

students, Harry and Alfie, designed a spectacular car which has been 

recognised and rewarded by the Peter Cooper Motor Group with Harry 

and Alfie winning a  £100 voucher and some gift bags. Millie from Year 

8 was our school’s runner up. These students were invited to attend a 

small presentation on Thursday 15th July to receive their prizes. 

It is always worth giving our competitions a go! Massive 

congratulations to all who de-signed their car. 

Mr Spacagna

CAN YOU IMAGINE WHAT THE

Car of the future will look like?



During the past 18 months the Performing Arts globally have been hit hard. In July last year we became the 

only school in the UK to be awarded the Platinum Artsmark Award for the third time in the row, even in a 

pandemic and we were determined that lockdowns and rules weren’t going to stop us performing and sharing.

Over the year we were keen to keep performance up and running in any way we could and so we released 

most of our past productions to be viewed at home, had students making films and recording themselves 

singing and dancing and we are really proud that we moved all of our live events to become “virtual” making 

sure that our amazing students had as many opportunities to still perform as possible.

At Christmas we recorded and released Performing Arts Evening with some fabulous Music, Dance and Dra-

ma performances and even a few scenes from Aladdin – the last School Play which sadly never happened. In 

the Spring we did a concert with some amazing musical performances recorded in school. Our clubs all re-

opened with record numbers of students attending Drama, Dance and Music clubs all keen to create work 

for performance.

On 22nd July  we have our last event of the year – Performing Arts evening. 

The event includes a performance by the Year 7 Drama Club, a wide range of bands and solo singers, 

performances from the Dance clubs and even a reunion of our Year 11 Acting students performing with 

their teachers! Students in Drama Club have worked on a short version of Peter Pan, Dancers have created 

a range of performance pieces and our bands and singers are all excited to have the opportunity to perform 

to each other.

We are proud that our performances have still taken place and that our students are once again performing 

to each other. We all very much hope that this will be our last “virtual” performance  and we can’t wait to 

welcome you back next year bigger and better than ever. 

It is exciting to be planning for all our live events next year and our production of Mary Poppins which will 

be huge next year. We cannot wait to welcome you back to all our performances from September.

Mrs Wisbey

As part of the Teach Portsmouth Awards, 

teachers, support staff and leaders who have 

dedicated 20 years of their careers working in 

Portsmouth schools were awarded the long 

service award this July. Four members of our 

ALNS family were awarded: Stephen Fenner, 

Davina Wise, Helen Blakeledge and Julia Wisbey. 

Thank you and well done!

TEACH PORTSMOUTH LONG SERVICE AWARD: 

Four of ALNS colleagues are winners.

PERFORMING ARTS Events

4
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Every year the PE department look forward 
to running our sports days, but this year more 
than ever, when people have had to spend 
so much time apart, we were so excited to 
have the whole school together. Sport has the 
power to inspire and unite people in a way 
that little else does, and it was our aim was to 
finish the year with a huge celebration of sport 
to demonstrate what an amazing group of staff 
and students we have here at ALNS.

The day didn’t disappoint, we started with the whole 
school out on the track to watch the staff events with 
the men’s and women’s 100m finals, where Mr Palmer and 
Miss Rennison took first place with incredibly quick times.  
The staff relays were next where Victory won the women’s 
race and Warrior finished in first place in the men’s.  The 
staff events finished with the tug of war, where the Mary 
Rose and Spinnaker staff teamed up to be the champions. 

The rest of the day was set up for the students to build 
on the enthusiasm and energy from the wonderful team 
of staff and they started competing in their sports rota-
tion of capture the flag, rounders and benchball, as well as 
their whole year group heading out for athletics track and 
field events.  As a department, between us, we have been 

involved in many sports days and we can honestly say this was 
one of the very best! Our students ran, jumped, threw, batted 
and evaded their way to filling this day with so much energy and 
some brilliant competition.  

At the end of the day the PE department added up all the points 
won in every event in every year group throughout the day and 
we will share this with all students in the celebration assembly 
on the last day of this school year.  We just wanted to thank 
every single student who took part to help make this day so 
enjoyable.  We have missed so many sports events and fixtures 
this year, but the attitude you all brought with you on sports day 
made us all so proud to work with you.  We finished the year 
full of laughter, smiles and some very competitive and high-level 
sport, we couldn’t have asked for anymore.

Stay active and healthy this summer and the PE department will 
look forward to seeing you from some more sporting action in 
September.

SUMMER

Sports Day 2021
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Prefects play a crucial role in ALNS. From setting a prime example to other students to bridging the gap 

between students and teachers, prefects are vital in making positive contributions to the school.

Recently, the senior leadership team appointed the new prefect team for the academic year from 2021-

2022. This process involved multiple interviews where students had to express why they should be selected 

for this role and what they would bring to the team in a letter, followed by the interviews. The interview 

process prepared the students for the future when they would face similar situations; also allowing the 

teachers to see who was best-suited to each role. 

As prefects, the students will be expected to complete certain tasks which benefit the school depending on 

what experiences they have and which areas interest them. For example a student who feels passionately 

about anti-bullying could be leading the anti-bullying campaigns next year. Additionally, the prefects could 

undertake other roles such as Mental Health Ambassador, Year 11 projects and lead the Student Council.

These students will be next year’s senior prefect team:

 Lily  - Head Girl

 Jake  - Head Boy

 Tahiya  - Spinnaker House Captain

 Alicia  - Mary Rose House Captain

Prefects will work in house teams alongside their House Captain to pursue their role to the best of their 

ability.

We are all so excited to begin our roles in September!

Written by Molly 

STUDENTSLead the Way

ALNS is one of the leading schools 

within the Portsmouth Arts 

Network. The network brings 

together all the Art, Drama, Music 

and Dance teachers in Portsmouth 

creating opportunities to share 

work with each other and for 

students to perform to each other.

This year we decided to create a 

project called “Windows of  

 

Hope” and although we couldn’t 

have a live event at the Guildhall 

it didn’t stop a large number of 

schools creating art work and 

performances around the theme. 

Schools recorded pieces of 

Drama, songs, dances and created 

art work which have all been 

edited together and will be shared 

throughout the city at the end of 

term.

The quality of the work from 

every school was amazing with 

whole year groups singing songs 

on their playgrounds and creating 

sunflowers and rainbows. We are 

really proud as a school to lead 

the Portsmouth Arts Network 

and look forward to our events 

next year when our students from 

all of the schools in the city will 

be working together once again.

Mrs Wisbey

WINDOWS OF HOPE - 

Portsmouth Arts Network

Molly  - Victory House Captain

Harley  - Warrior House Captain

Lily - Co-Head of Student Council

Saffrana - Co-Head of Student Council
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In February 2021, the Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Southampton and Portsmouth Teaching School Hub (HISP 

TSH) was designated by the DfE to support teachers’ professional development at all stages of their career. 

The HISP TSH will deliver this through evidence-based programmes of support and qualification, which will 

be centred around 5 core functions:

+ Initial Teacher Training (ITT) – linked to the Hampshire SCITT Partnership, providing support to 

 trainees and Early Career Teachers (ECTs)

+ Early Career Framework (ECF) – as a delivery partner of the Education Development Trust, 

 transforming the support and development offers for teachers at the start of their career

+ Appropriate Body (AB) – supplying AB services to meet the needs of our region across all phases 

 and settings (N.B. all schools that offer a statutory induction are required to have an AB for their ECTs)

+ National Professional Qualification (NPQ) – as a delivery partner of the Education Development 

 Trust, providing a reformed suite of NPQs to teachers and leaders who want to develop their 

 knowledge and skills in school leadership and specialist areas of teaching practice

+ Continuing Professional Development (CPD) – working alongside Curriculum Hubs and the HISP 

 Research School, delivering high-quality evidence-based programmes

As the sub-regional lead, we will work with HISP TSH to deliver the golden thread of teacher development, 

specifically tailored to meet the needs of the schools and teachers within our geographical area. In addition, 

we will host events on behalf of HISP TSH, HISP Research School and the Solent Maths Hub. This is a new 

and exciting opportunity for all schools within this region to benefit from expert advice.

Further information on Teaching School Hubs can be found at www.hispteachingschoolhub.org

THE SALTERNS ACADEMY TRUST ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THEY WILL BE 

Sub-regional lead for the HISP TSH

The Council of Portsmouth Students provides all 

students in the city with the opportunity to have 

their say about the issues within their own schools, 

the city and beyond. The Council meets every term 

with representatives from every school attending. 

We have just appointed 4 new representatives for 

the coming year who attended the CoPs end of year 

conference online on Wednesday 7th July.

The conference took place over zoom which was 

a challenge for everyone involved as the day was 

5 hours on a zoom call! The day turned out to be 

great fun giving students the opportunity to talk to 

each other, share their ideas with the City Council, 

talk to leading experts in Student Voice and plan for 

the year ahead.

We look forward to the conferences taking place 

in person from September. If you have anything that 

you think should be raised at the next conference 

talk to your representatives. They are Hayden in Year 

7, Talia in Year 8 and Riley and Luke in Year 9.

Mrs Wisbey

COUNCIL OF

Portsmouth Students



The ALNS School Council has continued to thrive this year with meetings still taking place. Student voice is 

key within our school, after all our school is here for you! Every tutor group has one representative at the 

meetings plus the prefect team meaning that over 50 students all get to share their views about how we can 

move forwards as a school and share their ideas. 

Students have been given the opportunity to work with UNLOC in the year ahead and take part in a 

democracy project so will be exploring how we can ensure that ALNS is a truly democratic school.

The students have been planning the year ahead and changes they would like to see such as tackling 

recycling and sustainability within our school, promoting diversity within our student body and charity week. 

The year ahead looks very exciting.
Mrs Wisbey

SCHOOL Council
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Every year we celebrate the cross curricular Year 7 Gambia Project at The Gambia Evening. It is a time when 

students can show and perform what they have been learning about with their friends and family. This year it 

was a virtual event.

The aim of the project is to learn about a country which we have had a long history with by visiting 

and supporting and sponsoring schools. It also reinforces our values and goals as a Unicef Gold Rights 

Respecting School.

GAMBIA Evening

July 2020 was a month like no other at Admiral 

Lord Nelson school, with engaging video lessons 

for students working from home and Key Worker 

School here at ALNS in the summer sunshine.

In a first for ALNS English, we had the brilliant Box 

Clever theatre group, who we have had the pleasure 

of welcoming into our school for numerous years 

now, perform parts of Macbeth over Zoom for our 

current  Year 10 students.  

Learners got a chance to interact with the actors, 

and direct them how to read and act out their 

lines from the bloodthirsty ‘Scottish play.’ This gave 

students a first hand look at how the play should be 

studied: on the stage, with industry leading actors 

and directors. 

After a successful experience for our current Year 

10s last Summer we grasped the opportunity to 

invite Box Clever to join us again this year in the 

Spring Term but this time fully live for a performance 

of ‘Macbeth’ with our Year 11s. This opportunity for 

Year 11 allowed them to experience live theatre and 

we were not disappointed.    

We hope to bring more experiences like this to our 

students, experiencing how drama should be seen, 

heard and felt. Keep your eyes peeled for the next 

event! 

BOX Clever
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Huge congratulations to Mrs Britti who 

was announced ‘Unsung Hero’ at the Teach 

Portsmouth Awards in July. The Teach Portsmouth 

Awards celebrates the tremendous work by 

teaching and support staff across the city.

It was with great pleasure to greet Councillor 

Suzy Horton, Cabinet Member for Children, 

Families and Education and deputy leader at 

Portsmouth City Council, when she visited us 

at ALNS to surprise Mrs Britti with her award. 

Totally unaware that she had won, Mrs Britti was 

guided to the place where Suzy was waiting to 

announce the news. 

The surprise was superbly organised by Callum 

Murphy, who coordinated the event and ensured 

Mrs Britti was given the opportunity to express 

her delight at being announced the winner. 

In her usual humble style, Mrs Britti swiftly gave 

her Languages Team praise and explained that 

she has an amazing team to lead. Obviously, 

Mrs Britti’s leadership skills have helped guide, 

develop and strengthen her team, who are 

excellent practitioners.

The award was sponsored by Express FM and 

following the awards ceremony,  Mrs Britti was 

interviewed, taking the opportunity to explain 

and express why ALNS is such a wonderful place 

to work.

 We know how brilliant Mrs Britti is and we are 

immensely proud that her amazing skills have 

been recognised beyond our ALNS community.

If you would like to watch Mrs Britti receive her 

award please visit www.teachportsmouth.co.uk

Mrs Wise

ALNS TEACHER AWARDED ‘UNSUNG HERO’ AT THE TEACH PORTSMOUTH AWARDS: 

Mrs Britti has always been a hero to us! 



15 of our year 10 students have 

had the opportunity to be part 

of a leadership programme called 

‘Set for Success’.  It is funded 

by the Wimbledon Foundation 

and allows our students to 

develop leadership skills and 

gain the ‘Wimbledon Foundation 

Professional Skills Award’, an 

award which is credited by SLQ 

sports leaders.  Our 15 students 

have been lucky enough to be 

working along-side our athlete 

mentor, who is ex- GB Olympic 

triple jumper Vernon Samuels.

 

The programme helps our 

students develop skills such as 

organisation, communication, 

team-work, self-belief, self-

management and problem solving.  

They are working towards 

completing their professional 

skills log books that accompany 

all the hard work they are doing 

practically.  As a group they will 

plan and deliver an action project 

where they get to apply all the 

skills learnt.

We are immensely proud of 

the superb attitude and effort 

demonstrated by the students.

WIMBLEDON FOUNDATION - SET FOR SUCCESS PROGRAMME 

Youth Sports Trust
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We were lucky enough to be contacted by 
Hampshire Cricket Association to see if we would 
like to work along side them and introduce some of 
our students to Cricket.  Usually, schools work with 
small groups after school but in true ALNS style we 
decided to have all of our year 7s experience the 
opportunity of some top quality coaching during 
core PE time in a ‘Festival of Cricket’.
 

We rotated around different stations practising 
skills of batting, bowling, catching and throwing.  The 
coaches were so impressed with the attitude and 
effort of our students they have now provided us 
with a regular after school coach to help run our 
own cricket club! 
 
Well done to all the year 7 students for your 
impeccable behaviour and effort during the session.

A SUMMER OF SPORT: Cricket next up!

After training hard every Tuesday, 

our committed team of Year 7 

girls played their first ever match 

representing ALNS brilliantly. 

Due to covid, they have been 

longing to be able to experience 

their first ever fixture and their 

patience and dedication paid 

off. The girls played amazingly 

against Priory School. We are 

really proud of how hard the girls 

worked and can’t wait for more 

fixtures to come! 

PATIENCE

Pays Off


